
UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD 

DEPARTMENT OF ETHNOLOGY AND PREHISTORY 

Telephone 54979 
{S.T.D. Code OOX2) 

Professor Wilson Duff 
Anthropology and Soc~ology 
University of British Columbia 

Dear Wilson: 

Pitt Rivers Museum 
South Parks Road, Oxford 

4th February 1967 

Well, here is something more for y ou! There is really very little 
anywhere about most of the stuff in this Museum, and it was just by one 
of those curious chances that as I pecked through one or two places where 
there might have been some information, someone else, looking through Tylor's 
correspondenrre, turned up this letter f:rom Boa~. Hope it is of value to 
you! I hope we have photographed the right ones -

All good wishes, 

:!'fours ever, 

K.O.L.Burridge 
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Dr. Swant~n has been eminentl1 successful in his wQrk on 

Queen Ch~rlotte Isl~nds, BnJ I ~m sure you will be very much interested 

in his result3, which we ho~e to publish in the course of thij year. 

With kinjest re~~rds, 

Yours very sincerely, 

~ /)g-,,, . 

-. --- --



UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD 

DEPARTMENT OF ETHNOLOGY AND PREHISTORY 

Telephone 54979 
(S.T.D. Code OOX2) 

Professor Wils:on Duff 
Anthrmpology and Sociology 
University of British Columbi~ 

Dear Wilson: 

Pitt Rivers Museum 
South Parks Road, Oxford 

December 2ls~. 1966 

How nice to heax from you - here is an interim package on your 
inquiries . 

On your p~otostat : 

lA: simply has· the notation that it was collected by Dr F. Dally in 1868 
from Charlotte Island. (It is a mask with moveable eye~, and seal skin 
bea:rd and whiskers) 

lB: I'm afrai& I cant make out~ 

2A and 3A: This is a ' Mask used in Ghost dances representing the Ra-ven 
as Creator, with & small figure of the ' Wanderer ' . 
This , a mask with moveable beaks, strings etc, was bought by this 
Museum in 1891 as a part of the Rev Cha:rles Harrison- collection. 
Just inside the mask I found a letter from Boas to Tylor, a photostat 
of which I enclose. 

3B: a set of five masks - all purchased 1891, from the Harrison collection. 
a) Deceased woman with small lip stud. (Haida) 
b) Stick or mainland Indian f or use in native dances 
c) Devil-Doctor mask (Haida). (SA.IGGA with uncut hair and face painted 

as in war time , eyelids worked with strings) 
d) Ma;gk represent ing deceased man (Haida·) 
e) Used by Stick or mainland Indians in dances 

4C: is simply labelled Haida Mask, PR collo It will take rome research to 
find out more . 
There is also another 1raven Creator ' mask in the same display, just 

beneath the one mentioned above: this is also from the Harrison collectior 

tC.O. 



Finally: against the enries in the book I found two inserts, which I 
enclose in photostat (bw Gunther). 

They refer to pieces which are not in the ciiEksplay you spewk 
about,. but are in sto:D-e. 

Now, what do you want done ? 

"' I I . ~ 

Loans: well, the policy was 'not on any acrrount'. But at present the best 
I can say is there is no policy~ My f ·eelirig is that· loans inside the· 

-- c_ountry are acceptable, but :probably not outside it. 

Do you want photos of this lot, from various angles ? 

-ii-et-nm know -- this - just by wv- o:r interim before Xmas overtakes, 
us all -

HAPPY XMAS ! 
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