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Beynon v . 2 , 1956-57 p. 30 25 

THE SACREDNESS OF HAUIT PARAPHERNALIA 

Informant: H. Clifton, Hartley Bay . 

At a great hal~it gathering a t Old Village of t h e 

gitg .~?ate t here were many hal~its from Kitamat, wetst~, i emdu 

and gitx~la taking part and many guests . 

One of the hal~it pe r former s ca rri ed a small fi gure while 

she was danc ing , and during her performance the a rm of the figure 

became detached and fell into the lap of a sp ectator who was not 

an initiated member of the nu-3..im group. This man went out, a nd 

told the head of his house what had happened and t hat he had 

h i dden t he broken arm of the figure. 

The head of t he h ouse went to the woman who had danced 

with the figure and told her what had occurred. She came to the 

young man and said: "You have taken a very sacred part of my 

dancing figure and now t here is only one way in which you may 

survive. You will have to marry me and become a member of t ais 

halc!it, and in this way your life will be spared." 

This the young man did, and he was s pared. 



Beynon v . 2, 19,6- 57 p. O 

THE S CREDUE ' OF HALitIT P APHE t.LIA 

Informant: n. Clifton, i rtley Bey . 

ta great h lit athering a t Old Vill e oft o 

it~• ?ata t h ere ere many hal its from itamat , etat, l!.:mdu 

and git ae takinz part tnd many ·ucete. 

One of the ha.lit performer s ca rri ed 

.. 

ll fi 1ure\ hil e 

ohe ns d ncing, a.nd during her erformancc t he m of e fi6U.re 
I 

became detached a.nd fell into the 1 p of a spectator ,. ho aa not 

an initiated member of the nuiim group . This man went out, d 

told t he head of his house :hat hs.d happoncd and that he had 

lidden t he broken arr.i of the figure . 

The head of the hou:ie . ent to t.i e 01.1.m who iad danced 

ith t h e figure and told her hat had oocur:?:'cd,. he cane tote 

young man and anid: "You h ve taken a very eaored rt of my 

danoing figure and no t here is only one ay in hich you may 

survive . You ill have to marry me a nd become a member ot thia 

hal it , and in this way your life ill be opa.red." 

Thie tho young man did, Md he ae epareu. 
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