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November 15, l9S8 

Wilaon Dutt 

I heve now oOlllpl.eted. lour 110ntha wrk on the T•iuyan dat.a 

aastiDled Mtwee 1915 and 1957 by D:r. Barbeau. 1 tuive tOWid the .material 

ex eedingl.7 •olt.mdnou•, d.et,aile , tnd rich. Mainly, it ia ot t.wo kindet 

tirst, Dr. Bsrbtau•a ori~al tiel.d notn on social organieat.ion collect.cl 

during s.veral field aeaaons eince 1915, and eecond, a lara• muabel' of 

narrative• collect.ed 111&1.nly b1' Or. Barbe•U'e field aae1atant Will1aa Beynon 

Ntw 1915 art~ 1957. Altogether, it "•l>l"•••t• what 1n man;y reeptcta i• 

the IIIDst CQllplete bodf of intoreation on t.he social organization ot any 

Indian nation. One main a.cc011.pliabment ot a;y- tint tour aonthe bu been 

to become familiar with thia Yau,t l,ody ot 1nf'onaation. 

ky purpoH is to compile and &J"J"ang• the dat.a on a.ocial 

organization tor publication. Soter I have dealt with tan ot the alaoet 
T~imS'lf"'".., 

,'.30 T.elf.fl1W.an naanel1, the nine tribes ot uT,imeyall prop.r•• ot 

Port Siapaon, and the Gitrhahle. tribe of Porcher- l•land. For each trib 

I have ••tabliebed filing toldere tor the following topicet 1) Houa • (the 

kinabip unite); 2) PeNonal Ram••; 3) Creets; 4) Territor1e&; and S) 
Tredition• ot Origin. 

1- Houaees the "hou•••" or lineages a.re the baeic kiruship units, and 

each tribe con•iata ot t .rOJn 12 to 45 "housesn arranged in order 

ot rank. The bouaee fill into tour llld.n d1v1•1one or "phratrieen, 

all ot which are 1.2aually repreemted 1n each tribe. Th 1 also 

fall into two t10cial claesea, one ot which 1• tenud "ro;yal". 

Table• have been conatructed tor the 10 trib II studied• which 
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2- Personal Na.mess ch bouae own• • eet. ot h red.1'"•'7 Ulles, whieh 

are con•idered • th•ir excluai•e propert.7. 'l'h• name• belonging 

toe cb houae have been li•tcid, translnt.ed, and anal.J9Gd. 

More than 2500 naaea are llated tor the ten trlbe1. Abat.ract• 

ha•• been mad• ot tradition• or th• origin• ot nam••• The 

naming a,-st• in eneral exbibita ll.lft1' int.ere tin teatureo, and 

progrea h•• been made ill it• analya1• and ducri.ption. 

ch bouae also owna • nWDber of er st.a, which it 

7 iepla7 1n • gr t variet.1 ot tonne. Th• crests of the 

ho\lllles and their 1Ulln.- of ue have been corapilod for eight. ot 

the ten tribes. Th• hiatori.cal relationehiptt among the houee• 

are revealed pertly 1n e1iri1la.r1t1ee ot their create, an4 progreea 

has be made on an anal,-ei• ot cre•ie to show the ,tructure ot 

the Tsimeyan nation. 

4 ... Tenitoriea: Reaour04& are• and hebitation e1tee were owed 'by 

house, or bJ the tri. • aa a ole. .A work hae been drawn 

to show all the rl.llegea and other important named places. In 

addition, aeparate Pl and liate haYe been-~• tor 6 oft.he 10 
iY1e{.tcl 

tribes, ahoving how the t.rib l territone• w re .dwttled g th• 

S- 1rad1tiona t Orisi1'J: 

Each houee owe tradit.ione ~bich explain it• 

hi at.err, the orlgine ot its name and ereete, and i ta right to 

territoriq. These atoriu reveal JUOet clearly the interrelatio&-

ehipe Wiil.i'U& houaee and their groupings into larger uni ta (clans). 

The7 lao re-ve 1 clearly the historical growth ot the tribe• into 
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their present torzs. 

Keet ot thea• t.raditiona Will b• (or have 

already been) ~bllshed bJ f)r. Barbeaui there.tore 1n a7 

etwST l pl.m to~•• only brlet abatract.• where neceesar)". 

I haft al.read.,- prepar1'd a nuaber ot IJUCb abstract.a. 

I have spent, eom• U•• a.ee1et1ng Dr. Barbeau with the 

handlil\c and arraiige.ment ot the tov vol'ua•• of 'I'tlruyan narrat.1vee he te 

preparing tor publication. These contain a vaat fwd of 1nf'onu.t1on, and 

in •••Pal in•t.tmcea wheN they ha•• dealt. dinctly with eoeial 

organiaat1on I have aad• aut.ract• fo-r w.e in 117 study. 

ln order to •1f'lt.b••1•• the aaterlale on the at.ructure, 

functioning and biat.or1ea.l dffelopnent of Tsia1yan eociety, I have 

eet.flbli•bed tilee tor a large 

nth• naaing 179tell", 11pot.l•tchean, and so on. Theee will pro'Y1d• the freae-

work tor the gener-1 deacription or t.be social e;r1t•• 

To eum. up, I ha.ve Ntad and absorbed a laJ"ge part of th• 

11aterial, I haYe •lllo•t. coa_ple\ed the compilation of data tor ten of tbe 

thirt.7 tl'i.Ha, and l ha.•• made on the gce:rel anal:.',•1• of 'l'1ims,an 

eoeiet7. 
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