masts and each mast had a square sail. It was a grand sight to
sec the departure of this flotilla of canoes. They all travelled

;her as they had to cross Dickson's Entrance, which could gev

pretty rough at times. Ouiside of there Leing a few older neodle
left in the village, Masrett was really, deserted until thé'salmon 1
fishing at the canneries on the coast was over. Then they began
dribhling back home, a canoe load at a time. When Christimas came
around most people were back as this was Potlach time and all |
wanted in on it to zet some Biskit and Sail Cloth. ?
3

018 Chief Xdenshaw

‘/éhon we . arrived at ifassett “he greatest chief the Haidas
had ever had, Chief LEdenshow, was still the top man of the

nation, although he was .getting well along in years, one thing

about the situation that secemed to be the same with other tribes of r}
natives I met in later years, when the Piz Chiel became pretty old,
while ‘he retained his position as topn-dor of his people, he

ier became the forgotten man otherwise. The o0ld Chilef would

.

ck

wander around the village with an old blanket around him and a

stall in his,hénd and an old stub clay pipe in hié moup§7/ e
old fellow would call on my mother at the Hudson's Bay house,
done-dn Ehe . hack doop. of the litokon i i snatin kb
Yeside the stove and téll her varns of the ancient glories of the
llaidas.

He would yarh along in almixture of Ehglish and Chinook

-

ana

-

guection if she got too mﬁch out of his stories although

she was quite godd on Chinook, but with her usuwally good diplomacy
she alvays treated him kindly ané alvays called him #Chief®, and
always had . a good pot of strong tea ready for him, which he

loved. Fe never missed his daily visit and really enjoyed himself.
while mcther,ét times would be quitc busy she always treated the i
old fellow well and he énjoyed his half hour visit so much.

As I noticed in after years, as was the same with all

Indian folk, the next big moment in 0ld Chief lIdenshaw's life

vould be when he .decideé to teke off for the happy land, when

tis funeral ‘and big feasts would be gala affairs. It was said

that this old Chief opened the doors ef£ to Christianity and had

!

|

& i
tie reputation of being the best chief the Haida nation ever had. }
22C died not long after we left the islands, succeeded by his son &
= 1)"._-_- : - <mmm-:%m
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