Beynon ve 3 1957 HALDAOGIT  WICHCRAFT

Informant Robert Stweart, age 74 Kincolith, laxekik Chief's names:
git?iks, txalaxdtk

This is an old practice used by the chiefs to keep the people
under contrel. It was one of the most feared of the chief's powers,
and the literal meaning of the word haldfogit is(baldeo==to apply
medicants or power, git-—peraon) person who azplye povers

It was generally thought that haldacgit was a part of the
chief'y economic structure by which he kept his tribe in line.

Should any one of hie tribesmen be lax in his social duty of paying
tribute, the tribesman would be visited by a person who wae an
indirect mecsenger of the chief. The messenger infcrmed thnltrihenman
that he had had dreeme of him or her, and hinted that the dreams
were not very good, and that the tribesman would be well to ooﬁault
with the chief haldit for his or her own welfare. Thie meant n 
contribution to the chiefon ascount of the otherman's continual
dreams. Then in order to invéke the powers of the haldit }
contributions were a must., |

Should this man or woman ignore these hints, some of his
wearing apparel or some article that he used very often would be
found missing, and he would be conptantly be reminded that the
migsing articles had been taken for evil purposes amd tuat he !aﬁ
now & haldaogit victim and that only the chief haldit could nazpl him,

¥hen these tributes were paid the missing garment or article
would always be found, entailing another payment of tribute.

The writer has seen several boxes that were seized by tée
people and taken from so-called practitioners of haldaogit (witche
eraft). One was in the possession of the late ﬁ; Wi Large, E:iD:
of fort Simpson, Be Co This was & wooden box nade watertightﬂ about
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80 inches long, 18 inches wide and 12 inches in depth. Waen I

paw it, the box was perfectly dry and only a few arti;les were in
it} a plece of oiled cloth rain coat with two buttons on it, a

bunch of human hair made into a ball, and a portion of a man's work
shirt, All the others had been claimed when tue box was discovered,
and the owners identified each article. |

The box wae filled with filth derived from rotied paris
of human flesh and each article was tied to the inside of the box
cover. dshen the rot had sufficiently weakened the human nair
[which fastened tue articles to the lid/ the article would fall
into the filth, thus cauwsing the illness and eventual death of
the vietium,

This nappened at Bella Bella, where Dr., Large was a
medical missionary for some time,

The practitioner; had been under suspicion for aulong;lhila
and the young men of the village had been shadowing hiu and keeping
hiz under observation., Finally one night was aesn'ualiing around
a house in which a man was lying very ill and was supposedly oene of

so=called
the vietims of the kmewn haldaogit. (Dr. Large said the man was
actually dying of Te B:) The young man who had the suspected

practitioner under observation followed‘him into the wooda ﬁntil he came

to a small pool of water. Ilere the suspected man took off his
elothes and bathed in the pool after dancing in the shallos water.
Then he dressed and went farther into the woods and began to dig
and brought out a box from the ground,

It was then that the watching young men took him into
custody and brought him to Dr. large's residence, for the doctor

was a Justice of the Peace as wells There at the office of Dr. Large

the haldaogit box was placed on the floor and opened. 4ll the
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people began to identify their possesions, which were tied in
small bundles in the box. There were some articles left unidentified
and the pecple considered that they belonged to those of the wictims
that were already dead.
The mmspect, who was a chief of very high rank, was placed
on trial, but the only result was that the man was bound cover to
keep the peace, for because of their fear of him no one would testify

againat him when it came to & trial.

Another incident of a haldaogit being taken with his witcheraft
outfit, Zelated by the late Mrs. Kate Dudoward to the writer

some years before her decease.

"I was a teacher at Yitamat, and under the Jjoint authority
of the Indian Department and the then Methodisgt Church the misaion
wag at Kitamat, My husband, slfred Dudoward (sqagwét: chief of the
gitandd, isamniyén) was aypointed by the government as a |
constable, and we were both living and stationed at Kitamat,

At Kitamat there are two villages. The winter village was
situated at whet is now the Indian Ijitamat Village, and here the
people lived and held their dramas during the periocd November to;
March. The summer village was on the Kitamat river, where thasf
moved to gather oolichans, which they processed for oil. They
lived here until the galmon fishing and berry and other food g&thoring
wae done, for the adjacent mountains were rich in game:pgcrriel.

As their teacher I moved from village to village as the;
people moved, There was a Kitamat heac chief who the people feared

very much, His name was ::angﬁn. and as well as being nulpootéd
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a8 A Yaldaogit, he was also & very powerful halfit. The young
people nad been keeping him under surveillance for & long whiles
They noted that when the people moved from one village 1o another

xwengd was always the last o move. g wae quite cld, but hse

was almost openly accused of practicing witcheraft.

Wherever lLe went, he was slways under the clbservation of
the young men of the Iitamat people who were endeavouring to catch
hiw.

it was said & practitioner of witcherait had always to make
complete ¢ircle arcund the house where his victinm lay dying or else the
influence or power of the haldaogit would fall back on the
practitioner himself or hergelf, thus caueing the death of the
haldaogit. Moreover, after the death of a vietim the haldaogit
had to make a cirele around the grave of his vietim or roll on the
earth of the grave within one day of the burial, and'it they were
not able to do this they themselveas wouldeé die. So always a striet
watoh was maintained over both the house and the grave of tue viétin.

But the watchers could never catch xwengdx, although thqy}
&laimed that in some instances tracks led from the grave and |
then to the village but always the tracks were lost.

jnen A& very popular young chief died feeling was grestly
aroused, especially among the young people, and some came to
my Alfred Dudoward i
“*» husband //§/ asking permisasion to search the winter residence
of xwend .+ ‘his wae at the pericd when all the people were buay
fishing for colichen at their summer village.

Since my husband /Alfred Ludoward, the constablg/ feared
for the life of zmea¢5 if he refused permission for the search,
they set out at once for the now deserted winter village. Ihey

searched the whole house of xsen§6, finally coming to the ahic{ ‘s
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nlncping place, They sounded the ground until one place gave

for ﬁ a holiow sound, where they dug, and came upon the box which
-a§7fu11 of odds and ends and pieces of c¢loth and gaiments done
u,/in gmall bundles suspended {rom the iundide of the cover over a
foul smelling liquid made up of roited human flesh and human
excrement.

The box was carried cver ito the summer village of the
EKitamat, where xﬂangﬁ wad taken into custody and forced to return
to their owners the small bundles of odds and ende in the box.

xmengé was subjected to much abuse by the people, who
openly aceused nim of having murdered some of his felaxivea. Lut
agaln when it came time to testify against Nim the people would not

do so, for they feared his power of retaliation.

The ineident of the attempt to kill wiséks, chief of tue ginax’engik,
by haldaogit. Told'hy the latey HMark Luther some years ago.

wiséks, the giaiewuduada chief of the ginax’engik, was very
411 and had been for a long while, He suffered terrible p?ina in
his stomach and was gradually weakening, and it seemed to all that
ne was dying., The paternal origin of wisfks was legéx, and one |
of the leading gisLaxlo’oin men, acting as a npokeiman toi;tho
logéx seepre came to one ginax?engik Qeaﬁmsn and told him tﬂny do
you not help your chief from hie suffering. Iie has been b?uitehed
by one of hias father's own people. Ii you enquire of the ¢aternn1
aunt of wisfks she will tell you what happened. But do noiat once
ang you will be able to save the life of your chief." The next aay

nekta, and said "My dear woman, it is well that you should have pity
gfmk, the spokesman of wiséks, went to his master's paternal aunt
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for your nephew who is my master. He is now very weak and will
soon die unless you tell me what‘should be done.2
The woman then told gfmk, "My nephew is the victim of a

haldaogit. When the old legéx died on the Skeena, one of the paternal

/wigéks/
uncles of my nephew took his/belt and placed it on the dead legéx'

stomach. This uncle was jealous of the prestige of wisBks. Waen
they took all the dead man's ineides out tuis paternal uncle of
your master took the belt which your master always wore and put -
it in the dead man's nowempty stomach and left it there to rot.

And it is now camsing the illness of your master while it is
rotting, and when it has completely rotted and disappeared then your
master will die. The only way in which your master could be saved
would be to recover that belt, cleanse it, and then bury or burn it
after it is sleansed.”

gfmk returned to his master and told him all that he had
learned, then he called in all the other head men and told them,
"We muat leave here very secretly and it will be well to say tuat
we are going on a raiding party to the Skeena, We shall pretend that
we are going to retaliate on the giiuul’asQ for an attack on the
small gin®ax®angik party at kwel més (Porcher Island). Here
several of our tribesmen were killed and we have never retaliated
for thies Ve can pretend we are going to do that now and the
giaﬁlxlé*oil people will not be suspicious of us."

There were two sons of wisfks present, and they said: "ve
are going to come along on this war party, as we must learn to
fight," This troubled the gin’ax”engik leader gfmk, who did not
want these two brothers along, but there was no way he could

refuse them. So "°fﬂﬁg9£ﬁ&aiﬂ{1£E’hl°i!obﬁﬂﬁﬂq9mﬁﬂiotEGing to
gin'ax9angfﬁﬁarriora
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Make a raid on the gizneli‘sgca a reprisal.

There mere three cancesa. It was the time wnen the people
went to the lass for oolachen fishing.

The war party now set off but gfmk was worried about how to
get rid of the two young sons of wiséks, as these were the nephews of
the dead chief legéx whose body they intended to exhume, and they
knew the two young nephews would objeet if anyone touched the burial
place of their uncle.

80 gfmk planned: "One canoe will go ahead to spy on the
whereabouts of the gi%lsl’lng and the other two cances will wait
at the old 81.5&118’9;8 village for the return of the spy canoe.

The spy canoe will be placed under the leadership of the young sons
of wiséks."

£8nk did this to overcome any suspicions that the young men
might have of the real purpose of this trip. 4s soon as the
one canoe weni on up the river the remaining ones set to work
to exhume the corpse of legéx., They found the place where he

was buried, which had been carefully covered with heavy tiubers
80 that no wild animals could dig it out. When they found the
body they opened up the stomach of the aafpae and beheld among
gome other things in the stomach the belt belonging to wiséka.

They took this and then returned the corpse to its burial
place and covered it up. Then they took the belt to the water's
edge and washed it.

How back at Metlakatla, where wiséks lay ailing and very
weak, he puddenly felt relieved and nad no further pains, at the
very time that the ginaxengik men had taken the belt from the corpse

of legéx and cleansed it.
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The men then made preparations to return to their village
as they had accomplished what they had come for. The sons of

wiséks who were leading the other two cances became suspicious of
the delaying actions of the others in the canceand then when
they had been gone a couple of days a few of the warriors were for
turning back and others planned that a few should be sent ahead alone
to see if it wam possible to surprise the giiaal’nag « But they couid
not agree what to do so they turned back, knowing however that they
nad given those that remained behind enough time to accomplish
what they had come for without arousing the suspicions of the two
3oung sons of wisfks.

These two young men now said: "Your actions are strangej
you do not behave as if you were going to make a raid on some one
 but rather as if you had come for another purpose. Those that we
left behind must be up to some other purpose, 50 we must retumm
at once. Why have they chosen the spof where our uncle is buried
to make a camp®? Your actions are very suspicious.”

80 they returned to the sport where they had left the others
and saw that they too were ready to return. When they reached
the village they told wiséks: "We found your belongings inside the
remains of legéx and we cleansed these and then burned them."

“Yes", Replied wiséks, "it must have been then that I
immediately felt better, and now I am getting well."

Thus happened the attack on wisfks by the haldaogit.

There are several things a haldaogit practitioner must do or a
reaction sets in and the practitioner himself or nerself will
perish., First, while his victim is dying the haldaogit must make a
complete cirecle around the house of the victim; otherwise the
powers used to kill the wictim will turn upon the haldaogit, Bven
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though these powers are his own, there are some he uses everyday
that he has no control over, and these could react om him if he
misused them in any way. )

Also, upon the death of the victim the halddogit must make
direet contact with the earth of the grave by rolling on it or by
gome other means getting in contact with the burial place, and this
must take place on the same night as the burial.

The following is an account by the late William Musgrave, sadzfn,
laxgivd, gin®adéiks. '
This is an incident that happened after the people had moved
to Port Simpson and the burial grounds were opened in the inland
gection of Fort Simpson. '
The young sister of William Husgrave became ill and was

“giek a long while, and a gidzax2&3 man was suspected of being the

haldaogit. This man had wanted the young woman to become lhis son's
wife, but so notorious was the name of this gidz&x342 man that all
were afraid of him and his family. When his son's suit was refused
he muttered that the young woman would be sorry for having refuscd to
marry his sons

ot long after, the young woman became ill and many haldits
were called in to minister to her, but all the hal&its were firm
in their belief that someone was bewitching her. Then the parents
of the woman made every effort to contact the haldaogit.

When the young woman finally died a wateh was kept around
her house, the young male relatives of the deceased secretly
stationing themeelves roundabout. During the night the watching
young people were surprised to see a wolf run around the house and

then disappear into the bushes and « » + « {end of M8/
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