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SOCIAL STRUGTURh 

~ecause the ownP.rship of territories is vested in the social 

units within the tribe, it is necessary briefly to descri be the 

social structurf' of the Ki twancoo1. Like most of the Gi tksa.n tribes , 

they are divided into three major units known as phratries: Wol f, 

Prog, and }~irewec:d (also called Grouse) . Thei:H~ are ranked in the 

order eiven. The Fi reweed ~oup is v~ry small, and owns none of the 

tri be's territori es. ThP olves and FrQgs are in about equal numbers. 

All the members of a phratry are felt to be related, almost as though 

in the same family. They must not marry within the phratry. Therefore 

husband and wife are always m~mbers of different phratries. 

¥embership i n the phratri ea dPscends in the maternal line. 

This m~ans that a person inhP.rits hi~ rieht to talce i mportant . names 

and use territori P-s from his mother and hPr brothf"rs, rather from 

his father . rhe SUCCeSSOr to & Chief's name and "sEat" (position) 

may be his younger brother, his sister•s son or some othf'r matrilineal 

descendant , but not his son, since his son is not in his phretry. 

7raplines and other rirhts to territori es arP also passed on in the 

maternal line, contrary to some provisions of the legislation r egarding 

traplines . In ord~r to do this, the Ki twancool have rf'gist~ree their 

wholP trapping area ae a single block rA.ther than by individual 

traplinEl's . 

The phre.tries are in turn made up of smaller uni ts calle.d 

"housEs", which formerly consisted o.P the kinship group that owned 
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a lar e communal house in the village. The hous a are named from 

their h ad chi Pfe ; eg. wilbs lohon ''house of Lohon" . .ach house 

owns a number of n~mea for its chi efs , i ts own tPrri t or i Ps , and 

other rights . Th., housM in a nhratry are ranked, and so are th 

chiefs . In the p ssaee of time some ''houses" haVP spli t up t o 

occuny two or even more communal ' d ell in s . Th s offshoots f or 

a tbu~ rP.tai n the fict i on that they still b l ong to the ori8'inal 

"house" , but their chief's also take certai n rights with the and 

in the cour o-r t i me they b col!.. compl etel y s par ate "houses" . 

In a simil ar way two or more "houses" :n y j oin together t o occupy 

a sin le dw~lling, or ~amilies mi ght move in from elsewhere and 

for a time they rPta i n t eir s parate identiti es , but may eventually 

consid r thPmsttlves as memb.rs of the aamft 0 house" . Thus the 

soci al stri1cture chan d throu h t i e . 

The important persons i n each hou nd i n the tri be are 

arranged i n order of rank , and this ranki n is exprPss P.d in the 

a a ting arran emPn t at imrort lll t a tb~rin • Thus th rank is known 

as the "seat'' . A na e and a e at eo tog ther as a single unit . 

The hi her posi t i ons Are uch sought fter by those wh o have tny 

hereditary rinht to them . U ually too th r is a chosen succes or 

•o the sent , who si ts in front of th• chiP.f at a therings and has 

a special n me . for example th~ b s+owal of the n m Gamakmalmuk 

on a youn~ man of the olf phr t.ry was tantamount to assurin · that 
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he would succeed to the nam and seat of Chi ef Jwaslam . 'qowever 

this system did not rPmain ri idl y fixed through time. Conflicts. 

over names and sPats could cause adjustments in the syst m. 

Present day Kitwancool elders describ~ th. social stnicture 

of the village as 1 t was about th., turn ot. th8 century, when the 

last eneration of old style communal houses was still occupi ed and 

the old y t m of ownership of territori es still functioned smoothly. 

The follo~'i.ng descri?tion of the phr tries , "houses", " e · ~s", and 

territories dates back to th t time . 

( 1loueee) 

At that time thPr were 5 ' olf hous sand 5 Frog houses in the 

villa e . 'Chere had al o been two i<'ireweed houses somevha t removed 

from the o~hers at the south end of the villa e, but their occupants 

had moved out to Kitsegukla so ewhat earlier. (rhere is no trace of 

the houses in photo,raphs taken in 1910 and the last totem pole fel l 

down in 1917). The hous s w~re placed close toff~ther in a single 

line alon« the edge of a terrace of the river and separat d fro~ 

it by a s all flat meadow: In thf!Ory the houe s Wflre arraneed in 

th( sam~ order as the seats, with the topranking olf and Frog houses 

aide by side in th c ntr , the Pro"' hous s in decreasina rl'\nk to 

the north, and the olf hou ea in decree.sin rank to the south . 

Actually howeve , in th expansion of the villa , two ro houses 



had bAen built at t e south Pnd . Th hous e "'"'r e pl aced and ranked 

as i n Pi re 1, and the photograph shows the s i x le.din~ houses as 

they werP- in 1010 . mhes are t . uni ts which ar9 shown as owni ng 

territory on ap 2. 

1''igure 1 

The totem pol Pa and soo:etim s the e.rave houses of the ohiP.fs of the 

hous stand in front of Pach dwell i n«• Some of the houses in each 

phratry considerPd t hemselves to b more closely related than other s: 

1"5 is rPgard d as an offshoot of F2, 'W 3 and W4 r emPQJ.ber that they 

~ormerly shared a sin ,lA large dw el lin with 1. In cases where a 

housP is shown as ownin;:r no territory on r ap 2, it may sh re th 

territorie, ownedoy such a closely relatP.d hou e . By 1910 the 

dw< llin s F4 and '5 had di app ared (althou h some of th ir totf'm 

poles s+.ill stand today) . 
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I did not learn the full detai l s of the seats in the village, 

but I did learn enoueh to ve the general pictur • ~hen the whole 

tribe met together the ideali~ed seating ar rangement was as follows: 

5a Aa 3a 
5 4 3 

FROG':) 

2a 
2 

1a 

1 

1a 2a 3a 4a 5a 6a 7a 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

WOLVE., 

1he chi fs ar shown seated with th ir successors in front of them. 

~yin ormation on the Wolf seats was obtained fro 'alter Douse and 

is tte morP compl1te . here w r~ s ven .olf seats in the village . 

?hreP- belonffP,d to chi Pfs i n the house' 1 (th 1st, 3rd, and 7th) , , 

and one each to W2 , ~3 . W4, and '5 . he following list ivP.s th" 

n00>.es o thP. chiefs who occuoi d .ch seat , the names of the 

successors, the rank of their seat and thPir house afri l iation. 
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Wolf Chiefs (by seat and house) 

Pouse 

) 

Gwaslam "lrnd m~ your shin bone" W1 
or Wiha "grPat slave" 

1a (succPesor to 1) Gamakmalmuk '1 

~o sea. t eeskimsem WI 

2 I·; alee "wild p~rson" 
I 

W2 

2a !~eeslagsnos 2 

~;o seat AkgwindPsqu "kef'p your hands off' me" \ 2 

3 Andalakeemhloks W1 

3a Biosku "bi8e;est mosquitoes" W1 

4 Jsizimsku W3 

4a Ligyigyal will ( '() 
I 

5 Wil eetsku 0 ereat blue grouse" 

5a Atsown 'n'4 

No seat AdagamyP-

6 Kawoku \i5 

6a ? 5 . 
7 Bioks 

?a. (;itnee it 

I ' 
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The Frog chiefs , by s at and house, w re rouf:hly as ollowe: -

House 

1 

1a 

2 

2a 

3 

3a 

4 

4a 

5 

5H 

Gamlakyel 1:ku "pacing back a!'ld forth" 
) 

Hlftllle 
I 

Lohon "coming to ~at salmon" 
J 

Wad~lhayetsku 

Guno 

? 

I I 
Yukyukw or Dahansku'/ ( ·~ ) 

') 

seewa1 (?) 

F1 

F1 

F2 

Ji 2 

1''4 

F4 

F5 

F5 

It ie of intere t to note that all or virtually all of thPe~ 

n mes are till held, al though S()me have passP-d to persons who 

live in other villag s . The sy te of seats is still virtually 

intact, and the nP.rsons holding the high st seats are still the 

real rulers of the villa e . 
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Owner shi p of Ter ritor i es 

The ownership of t~rritories was vested in the chiefs , or 

probably more prf'cisel y , in the houses . The spokesmen did not seem 

to distinguish clearly on thi s point ; in some cases they said, "That 

creek belongs to l·'e.leP", And in oth<=>rs , "~'hat was owned by Ma.lee ' s 

house . •1 In some cases a. specific area was shar•"d by all the chif'fs 

of a house (or i::ven of' the phratry) ; in some cases the hPad <;:hief 

assi, nPd an ar ea t~mporarlly to another chief i n his house (or even 

to his ''childr en" in another phra.tr y); i n some cases two chiefs i n 

the same housP ownfd separate ter ritories . ?srtly it depended upon 

the type o~ resource area concerned . A mountainside near the 

villaffe where berries were pi ckfd was shared by the whole triVP . 

Another mountain where roats could be- hunted was shared by al l the 

Frogs . l3ut atr,-,ams with salrrion ,weirs and traplines along the valleys 

were less f'requ~ntly shared. 

Thn Kitwancool consider th&t they own all of the territ~ries 

shown within thF- boundaries on the map . 'he streams and lakes 

yielded thP.ir fish , thfl val leys and mountains were trnpped and hunted 

for f'urs and food , and also yifllded berries , shoots and roots . 



The Indian t• ap 

Map 1 i an f>Xact tracin of J.'red Good's map of Kitwancool 

territori ~s• This ia a moat interesting doc\llllent, spparently 

drawn freehand without referenc to an accurste base map. 

As msy be s4'en by comparing the tracing with Hap 2, there are 

c~rtain distortions in the scale and in directions, but it 

does reprP.sent an amazingly good conceptualization of the 

country. v ry detail on the Indi n map has ~een couied on the 

tracing, including the hand riting of the plac na::es and the 

quality of the pPncilled lines. The oriffinal is drawn in 

encil on a sheet of hP-avy cardboard. 



ap 2 

~·ap 2 r prPsents an attPmpt to transfer the information shown 

on the Indian map to an accurate modPrn baa~ map. As a base, the 

ational ~opoP.ra hie 'eries (103P, 93!:, and 104A) (4 miles/inch) 

werP used. In the traoin~ the complex lake Bnd stream systems were 

somewhat simplified in plac s. 

~·he boundari s of Ki t:w ncool tPrri tory w re transferred as 

strai~ht lines, to follow th Indian fuap and void the implication o 

a great r dP. ree of precision than actually exists. Trails, shown 

by dotted linP-a, ar those shown on the Indian map. In some cases 

he P are also shown on thP topo raphic s eries maps, in which cnse 

the tracing follow the latt r exactly. In others, their locations 

are more approxi ate. • untin8 cabins and sr,okAhousPs, shown on the 

Indi n roAp as crossed circles, 8l"f' cOtlied as trianf:les. 'J~h ir 

locations are trAnsfr,rred as Pxactly as possiblP. Place names wri tt~n 

on the IndiAn m p ar , shown by nuwbf"rs on f•~ap 2. 

In its in fP. 1ures, a) 2 undoubtedly r , r es ents thP- Kitwancool 

view o their tP-rritoriAs. In details, ho .ver, it cannot be claimed 

to b prPcise. mh Indian mAp is a hi hly si plified r pr a nt t,ion 

o n arP. whic h e lak nnd stream syst~ms as complex as C8ll he 

fo·md in any part of the orovincP. In s on cases a place ni me written 

on the rna mAy r e P.r to any one of a nunber o strP. ms or lakes on the 

ground. "'here or in fi .-. caJ·a pl· c nancs on t: ap 2 msy1 apply to 

the w ong topogra hie fe turP.. 



In addition to the inform Uon on the Indian map, 1•:ap 2 

shows furt.her information as well . For one thing it covers a 

wid .r arPa, in order to place the Ki t'·'ancool village and its 

tP.rri tori es in geo ,rarhical persn~cti VP. . ""he other <atksan wintP.r 

. villAees have also be~n shown, to illustrate +be way they were 

clueterPd for the social and ceremonial activities of the winter . 

"'he uppermost Niska village, i1iynnsh (nctu~lly Gi tlakdaruix) is 

also shown, to illustr~tP. i ts proximity to Ki tw&"lcool territory 

and its close r elati onship t o the Kitwancool • . "lso , the territory 

has bePn dividPd up into the sections O'WilPd py ' eAch of the houses , 

according to the information i:;iven by the two main informants. 

Wolf and Frog territo:ri~s are Sf'!...,arated by a heavy broken line , 

aud thP former TsPtsaut territory in the nor th (now occupied by 

Kitwancool Wolv~s) is also shown by a h~avy line . The territories 

of the dif.fer~nt houses ar~ separated by li~ht broken lines . 



Nam Pd PlACP.S 

h list velow includes the places within the Kitwancool 

t~r~itories w ich re named on the Indian map, and also a number 

which werP m n ioned dnrin th interview with Fred ;ood. The 

placP.s are shown by number on ~·8p 2. 

Unfortunately it. has not bPP.n possibl in every case to 

place ch named e ture on the r,odern base ap. ~he simplicity 

of thP Indi n 8p, st 87 inst th. extrem, complexity of lake and 

strerun .ystems shown on a modern np , often results in doubt as 

to which o many streams, or exam le, is th. one n· .ed. 

Uncertain ca~ s are ahom on 'the ap with qu~stion marks. 



1. ·Ki twancool ( gd"w -ar .. :fa 0 - .', - ttpeoplf" of the little place"). 

Th~ perruenent villagP-. ThP. present IndiPn ~eserves of the band are 
l 

shown.on thf1 map . 

2. Ksanizaqu ( "· '1 .- ·-:._ '('.!. '"' "waters of the place of gettinF 

b . ") er:r1es • A small creek, nine milRs above Kitwanga , which forms 

the sou thPrn boundary of Ki twHncool territory. 

3. Xsaungalaqu (f~.aq..'""'<lnoo. ?-~ '' "not a proper stoppi n8 

place'' - when cominP.' up from Ki twanp·a) . A sm~ 11 creek at the present 

sawmill, as shown. 

: ccording to ·alter :touse, th mountains directly P<lst of 

the village were used jointly by !ill th~ housPs in the village as 

berry g-rounds. ',ach house 0'.ned areas which were periodically burned 

to produce rf"current huckleberry crops.) 

4. Ks-sa-ha-dak-gut ( /~F .A J ~ w~ + "muddy waters") 

Yoonlit Cre~k . ~elongs to Gwaslam's house ( ~ 1 ) . The mountain between 

this creek and lake was called \l e-la,k- hab-basq . 

5. Ka.:.Kin-di :ron ( A , ' ,,. 
'e<'.l ? '°'' r1 4 "" . 'i 

) Kitwancool rrePk. 

Belongs to Gwaslam •s house {W1) hut used b;.r "their children in , 

~uno • s house (1"'3) . 
I 

6. Ks-welunagut ( .J..a, J.tl-v 1, f'· '-,ttr) . ;, l a rge tributary of 

Kitwancool Creek, as shown. 



"'hP- ountain wel:!t of Kitwancool l.ake is own d by the lt'rotr 

phratry. According to • D. (waltcr Dous ) , i t was used by 

';amlekye l tku as a place +;o hunt mountain goats . 

7 . Dharrr.- Ki twanlkul - Lake Kitwancool ) . 

~1f>ginning here , evP.rythin~ to thf> Past is 1\0lf terr1 tory, verything 

to th~ west is 7ro • 

Ks-pin- lag ( "c?t.J ·:xi\> "trout creek'') <·upply CrP. k, 

emnt~rin in to thP. lake, hown on r CPn t maps as Kit.wan&. T iv"'r . 

itr.in uno's t rritory ( '3). 

9 . Ksan11;asqu ( \ • 1 1 ) 
?'I. .c . ..., 0 dis ppearing crePk or l akin creek" • 

ThP- other s all crP-ek (int rmi ttent') which supplies tha head of the 

lekP-. 

10. ilb-Am-toats ( JJ8'ct 'tr'f.a · ~ 

wood''). .'he hur. ting hous of Guno (F3) . 

- ''house built of charred 

'-waters of the placP. of 

wading11 ). The upper Cranberry . 'ithin 'ur.o' e te1'1'itory ( 3). 

12. Ke-gwe~-asout ( ~.(A.?ltl ~ .... t "porcupine cref;k") A 

tributary of the "r· r.berry, as shown. 

13. Ks-;rwa-an-eamt ( 4_ -4'1 wp t:11 1a ' 'll f- "water of the place of 
(/ (; 

f _int"). • 
.t tributary of the ranberry, as f"hown. 

• I 
( ''river going down"). 

ran berry ··iver its lf. 



15. Kasginak - refers to ~type of roots). 

~hP. long ri4 wPst o~ the Cranberry . Still within Guno ' s 

tf"'rri tor,y (1''3). 

16. "little canyon 

cr~ek"). hP. ere k belongs to Gw lai.!l's'housP, and the cabin n ,ar 

its mouth belon&ed to Gwa.lam ' s brother Andalaksamhlok 

( ) "bath in the sun"). 

17. Ks-ewinsbalda ( ). • creek within 'waslam's 

territory, identity unc rtain. 

18. ~ -d~ny-goat ( ·1" "hunef:r pains creek" j. 

'ccording to • :D., this creek and the c bin nP.·r its mouth belong 

to Hai e:imsku ( \. 3) • 

19 . GRx-bak-ekid ( -4 . , / "going up fro th~ foot 

of the hill"). her , l , grP.ase tr il h ads up th hills to th . 

ea t tow rd Yispiox . Accord.in to ,. D. , within Gw slam ' s 

territory ( ·, 1). 

2. Damakla·ilt ( 1 'i- "lake up on top"). 

'he 1 k~ nPar th . sumr:iit on th Kispiox trail. 

21 • ;en- millP.t ( . , 
I ...:_ ''plac of steelhead") 

A s all creek bf'lon np, to Gamlakyel t~ 1 1}'1). 



31. Gilhlalab t ( 

rocks" in a canyon) . Own"rship as 30 . 

"people of bird creek"), 

on the west bank across fro No . 31. "hese are the Kitwancool 

properti~s farthest down thP. ;ass, and are about 14 mil s above 

GreasP. Harbour . 

33. Kinakuck ( (;~?/.A 'tr• "1 1'r ceptacle to ca t ch dripi" also 

"crossing by canoA") Kinskuck Ri ver . "'his watP.rshed b lones to the 

Frog hratry, but accounts o its exact ownership differ . · .D. 

said it belon d to Ts ewa (F5~ , but i . i . said it bPlonged to 

Lohon ( 2), h ving be n ven o him by Gamlakyeltku after Lohon 

"came downriver and joined them". 'J. hf" latter also said +hat .'ichael 

Bri{'ht of , iy nsh is rP.ally a Kitwancool ,an, ands nds -hunters up 

t he Kinskuch. 

"little narrow crnyon"). 

A hous.- be lonr in to ';a· lBkyel tku ( ·:1) wh ,re s pring s lmon WP.r P. 

' cauy,ht and smokP.d ~nd l:.1,re heaver and marten v re trapped. . .....,, . , 
perhaps being more precise, said that it belongP.d to Hl amee (F1 , 

Ga .lakyeltku's successor). 

35. ra- deedt ( Q'{ -;/ / · ' ) Kin~kuch Mountain. According o 
(/' 

w.D. it w s wh ,re a mixed eroup livin~ in +he "fourth cabin'' up the 
, 

'ass hunted caribou and trapped groundho~s. 



w "hammeriil8 creek") • 

37. Axna5alga ( "are you drinking that ~ater , 

~alga?"). ~ho creekwat .r her~ l ooks dirty, like tea, and the name 

dPriVP.D fro a eom ent madP to a iska Indi n who was once seen 

drinkin it. 

38. - gele.h { , "back of hand ere k") . 

39. Kse-tk-heri~ ( J 
?(~ "?T .;> ? "river of the 1faas 

peo l e") iver . 

40. Anksnamilknagits ( Q' .,. ?( ? (;1 /' ., ; "where wolverine . t:> ,, ( I"' 
~ . 

was hunting beavfl'r"). 

41. Ksebean ( 

the boundary of ~setsaut territory . ~h~ name is r .cent, and derives 

roman incident in ·hich strange objects, l ter idPnti ied s whit. 

man ' s beans, WPre found in the er k. 

42. Le. aytwet ( ~ ~e · :/';><""'Jr "all by its lf"). A mountain 

which foniis th eastP.rn corner of Kitw ncool territori s. 

"fish weir creek"). Sweetin 

Riv r, a tributary o~ the Kispiox ~iver (ksikispayak ), belon s to 

Haizi sku ( . 3). 

.c· ' ,f "fish ga:r-r1ng creek'). 

'an e .. s Riv r, another l>ranch o +he Kispiox, and belont ine to 

alea 's house ( :2). 



45 45 . KP.- wP-loo-bet ( 
, 

7 "big stony cre,,.k"). 

xact idPntity uncertain , perhaps ast KiApiox . 13Plongs to I.aizimsku ( 3) . 

46 . Lakdidak ( ) . s all lfik nortleast of Swan 

Lake, ·ven to a Kispiox ·r.an in return for a tavour . 

47 . a-ze- goaRat ( 7 ''big SW• n lakP") • .. 
wan J,i kf', b"longing to Eaizi 1sku (· 3) . 'he cabin was formerly at 

thP. outl t, but WA.9 oved acrOSS the 1 ke . 

48 . An-lak~gam-stoax ( "outlet i n the 

middle''). "'r.e large lake known as Brown Be11r on r CPnt maps . 

'alee 'a territory ( ?) . 

49. JP.d- dal-law- dit ( "beavers mP.eting 

each o her s imrnin r back and forth") • lso in a1e~ 1 s territory ( 2) . 

50. asenskid ( 'lon rid f'"). A i:rappin ~ area 
/' 

which w s iven to ~,-_ of Kispiox to use. 

51. ~wen-na- >re .etgu ( '9- ). Uncertain whether 

this i, FrPd r.irht Lake or Kwinageese Lek o modern maps . It is 

r ·arded as b ing wt thin alP.e ' s tPrri tory ( 2), l though Kispiox 

p~opl. uee it aleo . 

he largP. a a notth o th old setsaut boundary w s ent~red 

irst by me bf'!rs of th~ ouaes of 11 etsku ('W4) and Kawoku ( 5) 

com· on pro' erty of all of thF! Ki twancool. 



52. "aziardf'n ( 7>t - name is Tsetsaut, 

mP.aning not known) . 'eziad n Lake . Formerly used by the 

sP.tsaut f r salmon, the l e and surrounding hre 8 becam 

Kitwancool tPrritory followinP. thP war. 

~he prP.ef'nt Wol territories s0uth o the l kP- y also have 

belonged to the setsaut . 

The northPrn boundary is not clearly defin d. Fr~d Good 

said it did not include Rowser Lake or the ell Irving Hiver. 
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