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, 
almost immediately she wa s cured. Later ta&<: took her a s h i s 

wi f e . 

There wer e many other ha l~its t hat were f amous in t h e tsem-

siy~n groups. All awensk halaits were hereditary, and all had t h e 

s ame pattern. 
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~ ..,,.~~~~'-
(from notes t aken from l a te rienry Pierce of Port Simpson, also 
information from Helen Clifton) 

Lot f a r from Lita.oat t here was a large lak e which a chief 

had to travel to get to h is hunting grounds . Many times a being 

appeared on the lake and seized these people , and many were lost . 

A young Prince of this house and t wo of h is h ead men decided 

t hey would try to destroy this evil t n ing that brought such g r i ef 
decided to 

among them . They/maRe a l arge r aft to a ttempt to capture t h e being 

in the l ake~ and went down to the shore, t aki ng a canoe with them. 

Soon t hey saw a large ca noe coming down the l ake , bearing only 

one person . T~ e canoe seemed to be a livel · .1. .. being , which c ame 

down t h e lake without bei ng paddled or sailed . 

,1hen t l':e t h r ee men saw t his they s topped i'lorking on the 

raft . The ca noe then turned about and went back to the h ead of 

the lake . ilhile t he t hree men were trying to ciecide whet her or 

not to follow it, the ca noe aga in came down from the head of t he 

lake, headed for the place wher e the t h r ee men were . 0nce more it 

turned about a nd went back to t he head of the lake . Thus the three 

men knew that t he being in the canoe wished them to follow , and they 

guessed that ie r haps it had someth ing to s how them . So they went 

to the head of t he lake , and t here they saw t h e being in the strange 

ca noe submer ge and t h ey knew t hat t he canoe was a monster of the lake . 

:bText a house -,~as seen to emerge from the l ake , and a man 

was danc ing in front of the house . The dancer was dressed in chief ' s 

regalia, and h e led another man who seemed to be under a s t range 

influence . The latter wa s calling out yop yop yop ••• 

Then t he \'la toners saw t na t the man who was bei ng led was 

running about i n front of the house , devouring what appeared to 
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be the flesh of a child all t h e whi l e h e was dancing . Others in 

the house c ontinually ca lled out yop yop • . . . The dancer wore 

a cedar barkring a round hi s neck and another on h is h ead . 

The house before whi ch t he dancing was t aki ng p l a ce slowly 

sank into t h e waters of t he l e,ke until it disappeared. 

The young chief of the party of t hree had recognized t hat 

it was obvious l y a chief they had seen danc ing , and he a t once 

termed t h e performance cann i bal or xg[dem halait . (xgedem mean s 

partaking of human be i ngs ) . This performanc e he cla i.mea exclusively 

for chief s or royalt j . 

The three men had been t h ere for some t i me when they saw 

another h ouse rise up , and before i t stpod what seemed t h e s ame 

being , singing " I will destroy everything of va l ue t hat I see" . 

Then a man garbed as a chief, aHa ~earing a cedar bark ring 

on his h ead and one a r ound h is neck , began to destroy valuable boxes 

and othe r property l ayi n~ about . Yet he woul d not touch t Dose thi ngs 

that had ceda r bark ring s on them . 11 t he while the dance r was 

singi ng t ha t he was destroying everything . 

The chief of the three onlook ers knew that t he dancer was 

a chief, and claimed this dance as tne exclusive rignt of chiefs , 

which would bea r the name ludzi sta (meaning to wantonly destroy , 
, 
kwaku! langua6e ). 

The watchers saw t hat compensation was made to the owner of 

t h e articles destroyed . The chief knew that t h is denoted wea lthy 

standing, and t hat dis t ribution of wealth in t h is manner showed 

one 's disregard for wealth . He noted a l s o t ~at t h e people could 
, 

prote ct g oods t hey di d not want hc1. rmed by l ayine; a lu?i or cedar 

ba r kring on the art i cle . Hanging in front of t h e dancing house 
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was a large cedar ba rk ring which ma de it taboo for any except 

initiated ne~bers of the halait group in session at the time , and 

made known to all others that they must not enter . 

( Beynon's note: I was told at Bella Bella t hat ludzista actually 

meant "destroying thi n6 s as if crazy" . ) 

mi 9 et :l:a. The t n ree men waited about after the second house had 

disappeared into t h e l ake , as t h ey could h ea r strange noises and 

a cont inual singing . Then suddenly a third house appeared on the 

waters , and t h e s a.! ..... e b eing stood in front of it, but this time there 

were many more people. l'his time the chief was in t h e role of 
) 

master of ceremonies and t he initiates were of the l akac:;s t group . 
tnen 

The initia te was brougnt to t he master nalait, / tnere 

was an e::i..cuant.,e of valuable 6 ift s to t he .r.ia. l a i t, who t hen rose 

vihile h is attendants sang and beat with wooden bea-cer s on a lonb 

flat boar d . ·rhe ch ief led t h e i nitiate , who was a ccompanied on 

each side by t he sin~in6 and drummi ng a ttendants , to t n e centre of 

t he house i mmedi a tely under the smoke hole . .. 'hile the initiate 

danc ed in a ve£y i nsane J anner tLe .taaster of ceremonies took h i m 

and the initiate seemed to diappear, just a s the master hala.it 

made notions as if he had t h rown the initiate t hrough the smoke h ole . 

s aying 111.!y son has g one to t he r1eavens , t here to acquire wisdom" . 

Then t he master 1-a l a,i t returned to his seat and another 

init i a t e was brought before h i m. The person bri nging the initiate 

called out, 11 0h ! Great hale.it, i nstall .some of y our wisdo.ta and 

p ower i nto this poor ordi nary person" . Placing gift s in front of 

t he halait t he donor ca l led out "This is to .1?8,rtly compensate t h e 

~reat nalait for u s ing his power for t h is poor ordinary person" . 

Then the hal ait arose a nd led t he initia te, who was danc i ng 

in frenzied fashion , to the middle of the house, a s he had done 
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before, made as if to t h row the initia te t hrou""h the smoke hole. 

/hen t he initiate had di sap.J:ieared tl.1.e i:.Lala.i t said, ":t:y son has gone 

to t he heavens to acquire wisdoLL, he will return soon" • 

.And so this chief initiated t h e many who had gat h ered, and 

then ret~red to him secret chambers. tlis a tt endants , who were all 

dressed i n danc i ng costumes , ~a t h ered up all t he Wea.1th that had 

been 5 iven the halait chief ~nd took it out . 

The t l...ree watchers t nen saw t hat a l l was quiet in t he third 

house • .Lext morning t Ley hear d t he sound of wh istling . They looked 

a t t he house , and the str ange whistling came from all around the 

h ouse and even in the woods , and soon t h ere seemed to be a big 

crowd of people a l l watching t he surface of t he water . ~oon there 

ap~eared a huge whi te swan (gak ) bearing on it s bac k the first 

i ni tiate , completely nud e • ..._.,_s t he i nitia te landed a t ti1e house 

t he halait led him a round t he house and t h en into the centre , where 

he wa'S made to dance wildly in time to t h e beating of' t.he wooden 

stick s ( spa.)() on the f l a t board .and the singing of t h e a t tendants . 
of t he r1ailter hal ai t 

~/hen the dance/was completed, h e went to the initiat e and 

removed the cedar bark ring from his head and took him to where his 

people were seated . They t hen led the initiate away to seclude him 

where he could not contact or influence anyone . 

I t was necessary t hat t h e initia te stay with t h e halait 

unt i l all the influence of t he halait i nitiation had left him. 

before he could be permit ted to mi ngl e wi t h the people ago.in • 

.Llext day agai n the supernatural naxn6x whistlessounded 

and s oon the master nala.i t came and led out t he initiate . ,.~fter 

the hal ait had danced he removed a n ot her cedar bark collar from 

the initia te ' s neck . The chief sucked t he back of the initia te 

and t hen b lew what h e had "removed" through t he smoke hole , t hus 
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renoving t he last of the halait influence . -~t last t he initia te 

was free of a ll t ne hal a it inf l uence . 

Gifts .,ere agai n distributed to t he halait and a ll the 

a ttendant s . 

As this dance was not yerformed by t ne chief but by the 
) 

l ekagc:t (ordinary people ) class of people, the watching chief 

announced to his t wo companions "This will be for all the people . 

dnd a s t he action is t hat of a crazy pe r son we shall ca ll it 

cra zy dance ,- mi ?et3:a . 11 

Then t h e t h ird house san.R down into the wat ers of the 

lake , but the three men continued to v,ait , as they heard what sounded 

like more singing . ~fter a long wait t hey s aw anot her h ouse emerge 

from t he l ake . ,/hen this was fully afloa t the t hree w~tchers 

saw the same pe rformer . This t ime the sounds of t .ne whistles 

were different, but as before they were blowing all a round the 

house . The dancing was even wilder tha n that in the mi ?etia, 

but all t h e procedure was t he same . The initiate was brought before 

t h e chief hala.it t hree t i mes , and each time there wasa di stribution 

of gifts to t he halait and h is ~ssis t ants . Since the same 

procedure was used in tLis a s in the mi 9 et~a performe..n ce , eAcep t 

t hat t he a ctions :1ere wilder a nd crazi e E, t h e performance was 

termed 9 nu1im., meaning crazier . 

(Both terms , mi ?etl:a. and ?nu3:im, were of kwaku.3: (wetsta) 

origin) . 

1ihen this fourth performance r1ad finished t he house s ank 

bac k into the lake . But still t he t h r ee watchers heard singing 

coming up from t h e water, and soon the strange canoe which seemed 

alive came to where the men waited, and in t he canoe was the bei ng 



6 Beynon v . 3, 1957 

who had done the dancing , and h e spoke to t h e three men . 

"You have now seen four dances . The first two will be 

only for chiei's, a nd t:t.e last t \v o will be fo r all the ~ople, 

but will be led by the chier's . ::'he chiefs wil l act as master 

hala.its and they will also choose t n e initia tes t hat wi ll be 

members . -·he chiefs of the tribes will be the h eads of these 

~rou~s, mi 9 e t i a and?nu! i m, and they shall be compensated by 

t he families of t ne initia tes . 

"The other two 5 r ouys ; the xgzdam (Cannibal) hadai t , 

and the ludzista are to be the exclusive prope1 ty of t_J.e royal 
shall be very exclusive . 

g roups of each tribe , and eRiy - a - few-~~ail-6 e - pe!'l'ii~~iea-~e-ea~e~ . 

Uow you return to y our vi l lage and s t a r ythese new dances and gr oups . 

Those of y ou r people whom y ou thought to be dead are the ones tnat 

you hear s i ng ing , and it is they that nave given you t n ese dances . " 

The thr ee men returned to their village of l_ i t a.mat , t n i nki ng 

t hey had been gone onl y a few days . They found t hat t .cJ.ey had been 

g one several yea rs and had been g iven up a s dead . 

:hey taught t h e people the new t h ings t hey had lea rned , 

and soon were t r avelling from villa....., e to village teach ing t he 

yeople: fir st t h e kwakui people , then gitxai as and t semsiyan, 

who in turn t ook t he knowledge to the nisg .[ t ribes on the Nass 

and the g itk san on the 1pper Skeena . Lany of tne soutnern tribe s 

which are of south ern interior oriLi n did not nav e clilY of tne coast 

halaits , and t h ey now lea rned from the kwakui tribe s whose influence 

ex tended from .... i tam.at a s far south as t n e Cape Mudge people and to 

some ]!arts of Vancouve1 lslan9-~ as \iell as into the big c oastal i nl ets . 


	WD40_23-069
	WD40_23-070
	WD40_23-071
	WD40_23-072
	WD40_23-073
	WD40_23-074
	WD40_23-075
	WD40_23-076

