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Phratric Organization of the Carrier
Indians at Babine lLake

The phratric organization of the Carrier Indiens at Babine
Lake can best be understood when compared with two studies on
surrounding groups., Dlamond Jenness stucied the Carrier at Hage

wilgate in the winter of 1924-25 (Jenness 1943),ané Wilson Duff

}made a survey of the Carrier to the east around Fraser Lake and

aé far east as Prince Ceorge in 1951.(Duff 1951), In 1956 the
phratric organization indicates that there had been five phretries
corresponding to those at Hagwilgate with different names for two
of them, They are: Lakséﬁasyu, Tégyu, Grgnton or Cumbewotin,
Jilégrhu, and Lﬁéibu or Jitﬁ;ten. The Leksamasyu and Tsayu paratries
act as one at the present time as they do in all of the surrounding
Carrier tribes, My informants said that they were, " just the same, -
but a 1ittle bit different”., Some of the older men say that long
ago they were sepsrate phratries., This agrees with the amalgamation
that took place among the Carrier on the Bulkley River about 186%,
One old women said that at one time the Tsayu phratry was
called Tsomilli, It was very difficult to understand her through
the interpreter, but one might speculate that & Tsimshian word
like Laxsemillix (Jenness pg. L83) may have been used &t one time,
The Granton or Cumbewqtin phratry provides material for comuent,
Eilther name is acceptable and both are used, Granton is pronounced
Glanton by the older people., The younger men who can pronounce the>
English "r" use Granton., Cumbewotin corresponds to Kwanpe'hwotenne,
"People of the Pireaide", which Jenness claims is the same as
Laksilyu, (Jenness pg, 482) Indieans at Burns Lake, Stella, and
Fort Praser recognlzed thes.a names eand agreed that they were the

asma as Iaksilyu,




Laxibu comes from the Tsimshian (Pr. Viola Garfield of the
University of Washington, a speclalist on the Tsimshian, checked
through my field notes and icentified elcments that came from the
Tsimshian) ané has crests which are very similsr to thc correse
ponding phratry among the Gitksan - Léxgibu ( Jenness, »3. 432).
The other name for this phratry, Jitumten, is just as acceptable.
¥y informants agreed that elther name would do and th:t both wefe
used with no preference being ziven to one or the otner, This
name is similar to Gltamtanyu of the Bagwiligate (Jermess, pg. L83)
and Temtanyu in those subtribes further east (Duff, pg. 31).

Sinee we find so many Tsimshian names among the Babine Carrier,
it 1s obvious that they were in ¢lose contact with the Gitksan
at lazelton or Kisgegas,

one informant from Stuart Lake (Tachie village) sald that
ther were only three phratries at Stuart Leke: Lssmasyu (not Lak-
samasyu), Granton, enc Jilserhu., She sald that the Laxibu or
71 tumten phratry was not found there. This woman also salcd that
these phratries were not exogamous; however, this Jilserhu woman
was married to & Jilserhu man, A Leksamasyu man also said that
Stuart Lake phratries were not exogamous, He was married to a
Tsayu woman,

An informant from Takla Lake sald that three phraitries existed
there: Laksamasyu, Jilserhu, and Laxibu. Granton was not found
at Takla Lake nor do they claim to have eany trapping or hunting
grounds in the north western part of the lake where most of “he

villages and hunting grounds were,




A comparison betwsen the phratries of the Gitksan and the
Carrier villages as they spread eastword, may be interesting.
(Gitksan and Bulkley River from Jenness, Ft. Fraser from Duff)

G1itksen Bulkley River Bébine Lake Fort Fraser
Carrier Carrier Cerrier
Gilsratast ILaksamshu { Lakumasynl { Lsamasyu
Laxsemililix {Taayu Tsayu Tsayu
Laksilyu Granton or Laksilyu and
Cumbewotin Tsuyaztotin
Laxse®l Gilserhu Jilserhu Jilserhu
Laxgibu Gitambtanyu Laxibu or Tamtanyu
Jitumten

lAccording to Dr, Garfield the prefix Lek means "on top of" in
Tsimshian, An informant from Stuart Lake called the phratry
Lsamesyu., After comparison with the information gathered by
Wilson Duff 1t seems that Laksamasyu is found only among the
Carrier at Babine Lake and on the Bulkley River,




Seating Order of Individusls
Aceording to Rank at Potlatches

The following seating plans ar§ only approximate and incom-
plete since my informents did not aluaya»agro§ on the most import-
ant title in the phratry and could not remember meny of them, No
doubt many other titles existed at one time, but sinee the popu-
lation has decreased and the prestige factor involved in holding
e title is not as important many titles are no longer used,

Laksamasyu Phratry combined with the Tsayu Phratry

Rear Row : » 9.9 3 32 670
Second Row 11 12
Third Row 13

Deoorway at opposite
end of hall

x '

1, Deo-tsum-tsak, Sam Patrick., This is the "biggest name" in

the Laksamasyu phratry, The holder of the title has not
only been the chief of this phratry but the chief of the
entire Sabine peocple., Although most of the people recognize
fam Patrlek as the holder of this title it is also claimed
by another man, Paddy Leone, v

‘2. Aqueesah, Isasc Tom held this titlec before he died, One
informant said that it was taken recently by Mrs, Antoine
Williams., This was denled by another.

3. Neh-dat-dee-yef, dJulisn Patrick,

4}, Bsh-dee-dee-ahk, Leone George. This is the biggest Tsayu title.
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Se Tché;quen. ‘Moses Dennis,

6, Hi%zokaget. Jimmy Donald, Dr, Garfield identified this as
Tsimshian.

7. Taigteo-ay. Antoine Williams, The present holder of this
title is from Stuart Lake, but has lived among the Babine
since young meanhood, This is a Tsayu title, |

8. fabuck, Lezell Charley.

9 Duf;-la-al. Henry Williams,

10, Noﬁadene. Mrs. Antoine Williams,

Xe w1de;: Mrs, Daniel Leone, Evidently Daniel Leone, & Granton,
hiad a dissgreement with members of his phratry. At any rats
he has purchased a new seat for himsell and his wife at the
slde of the doorway. Wljet comes from the Tsimshian and is
used for Reven and Giant. "Wi" means lerge. "Jet" means person.

11, Gootse;ayu. Mrs. Donald Dan,

12, Ax=-deeligatsh., XNo one has taken this name since the owner diled,

15 Gnowe-michyon., Joseph Leone,
Granton or Cumbewotin Phratry

Rear Row TR Gl s e UG8 S L A8 L0 g o BN
Second Row 18 17 14 15 16 19 20

X

Doorway

1, Kwisteh, Donald Plerre., Although the ma jority of informants
indicated that this was the ma jor title, there were others

that choose Qodash-kwats &8s number one man,
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9.

10,
11,
iz,
13.

15.
16,
17.

18,

19.
20,

Xeo

’

7
Oodahkwats, Alec Williams, (Grizzly's Big Dung end/or Bowels

Moving) On page L93 Jenness 1ists Widaktkwats (Grizzly’s Big
Dung) of the Laksilyu phratry. |

NeScooten, Charlie Michele,

Ooé;h-hoéhne. 01l¢ wan Cassimir Willliams.

Alome or Schlome, Alec Joseph.,

Lijer. Donald Den,

Kisla§3e0° Abraham Williams., Also holds title leyjeebu, number
13, Dr, Garfield identified prefix'Kis as Tsimshian, meaning
"people of".,

Tseélaah. Big Gecrge Joseph,

tSer/gort. Sylvester Joseph.

Dﬁmats. Paul Williams,

Taulnen, Nobody uses 1t now,

Goo-het, Mrs. Esther Plasway,

Laf3oebu. Abraham Williame, See number 7.

Steilup. John Plassway., On page 493 Jenness lists Stalo®p
{Rain of Stones) ‘ |

Haﬁuso 0ld Mery who lives with Antoine Williams.

Goo=howt, An old lady &t (Old Fort.

Wheaé;hjoto Pius Charley., On page 493 Jenness lists Widaxkyet
{Big Mem). '

YiYlch-teh, Joseph Mathew,

{ Vd
Kokumsas, Daniel Leone., See number X,

Tzues=yet. Nrs. Jimmy Donald.

Jbéumakdaiah. Daniel Leone, (Higher than Mountain}) On page
4193 Jenness lists Gyedemskanish (Mountain Men), Evidently
Deniel Leons disegreed with members of his"phratry and purchasasd
2 new seat for himself and his wife by the doorwey, This title

was probably one of the most important cnes at one time.




Jilserhu Phratry

Rear Row . » 2B % 3 @R B B W
Second wa 11 12 13

i.

9e

10,

Qhusbooﬁ: Louie Zalway, Eivea at 0ld Fort. All agree that
this 1s the number 1 title of the Jilserhu prratry.
Whaflahaa. Adonls Adama.‘
Ahtloesﬁ: Frank Williams, :
Pitzonaﬁiooo Robert Abraham, On pg. L92 Jenness lisis Gwitsin‘alu,
lt;;wae. Sebaati#n James, (Packing He}) Ytlo-wes
Lootsah, 014 Jimay Joe.
Ahteets-eh, Enoch Whess,
Zek, Mrs, Leone oebrge. (Ear)
Skalaféet. Plasway Whess,

Tsoo-meht, Mrs. Alec Willlams., On pg. 492 Jenness lists Sama't,

11, Mas:chibu. Willie George. (Ma 1s yes, Chibu is Wolf), On

PZ. 492 Jenness lists Mas'gibu (White Wolf).

12, Toweness, Ted Williams,

130 Hbl.ho Gord.n Jos Bp_h.

Lachibu or Jitumten Phratry

Rear Row » . T 5 % ' ¥ 5 5 9
Second Row a3 w1y N

1.

/
gleetzogreece, Alec Cassimir. (pluck with twe large sticks)

One informent sald that while most of the names in the Laxibu
phratry come Trom the Hazelton Tsimehien, this one is definitely

Carrier,
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Baxejohn, Willie West. (Wer Boss) On page 492 Jenness lists
Baxehan (War Leader).

Skaleesh, Mathew Alec, On page 491 Jenness lists Skali),

Améargarh, (Sea Lion), Dominlec West. Informant says this 1s
from Hazelton, Dr., Gerfisld feels that this very likely came
&ll the way from the ccast Tsimshian,

tchibu. Adem Williems, (Timberwolf)

Goo-walk, (Sleep). Duncan Michele. On pg 491 Jenness lists
Guxwoq (Sleepy).

Suhﬁan-gaiucko. Jimmy Joe.

Lax-h8ll, Christine Zallway,

Glow-wah, Dorothy Alec.

Sonayihato. Mrs, Josie Antoine, This reabmblea the name of a
chief at Port Simpscn,

Seahsh-kehsh, Charlie McDonald,

‘Lasch, Bear Lake Charlie,

Mhhntookf Michele Charlie, Informant says this neme means
Grizzly Bear in Hazelton language. On page j91 Jenness llats
Medi°k (Grizzly Bear),

Skal‘yf Miéholo Charlie. I do not know whether Michele Charlie

holds both titles or one of my informants was mlstaken,




SO ey o e s B irs o RO o8 L Slnwtds Taw S o Ll L, IR Y :
Seating Arrangenont ol The Phratries at Potlatehes

The seatling arrengements of the phratries at potlatches seems
to follow a definite ﬁattern, but the logic of that pattern is not
clear to me, The Laksamasyu phratry glways site at the iear of the
hall except when they are giving the potlatch. (Fizure 2 and 6
The pbhratry giving the potlateh forms in the center of the floor and
presents thelr gifts from there. Some informents place Tranton
normal position against the left wall, others place it agalnst the
right wall, When Granton is giving the potiatch Jilserhu is ﬁsually
on the left and ILexibu is on the right, (Fizure 3 and 7) Hoﬁever,
others say that Laxibu sits on the left when Laksamesyu le glving the
potlateh., (Figure 6) A few informants said that although the back of
the hall is the most important position, the side locaticns are not
significant and 'that either of the three companies csn sit on either

side., The ma jority cf informents state that there was a definite

pattern, even though I wes given several variations.




The following patierns resulted when the Granton phrabtry

is normally seated on the left. Figure 1 shows the position of
the phratries when Laxibu is presiding, Figure 2 when Leksamasyu
is presiding, Figure 3 when Granton is presiding, and Figuve 4

when Jilserhu is presiding.
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The following patterns resulted when the Granton phrétry is
normally seated on the right, Figure 5 shows the position of the
phratries when Laxibu is presiding, Figure 6 when Laksamasyu is
presiding, FPigure 7 when Granton is presiding, and Pigure 8 when
Jilserhu is presiding.
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