
Phratric organization of the Carrier 

Indiana at Babine Lake 

The phratric organization of the Carrier Indians at Babine 

Lake can best be understood when compared with two studies on 

surrounding groupso Diamond Jenness stucied the Carrier at Hae-

wilgate in the winter of 1924-25 (Jenness 1943),and 1iilson Duff 

mad.e a su1$vey of the Carrier to the east around Pre.ser take and 

as far east as Prince George in 195lo(Duff 1951). In 1956 the 

phratric organization indicates that there had been five phratries 

corresponding to those at Hagwilgate with different names for two 
/ / / 

of them. They are: Laksamasyu, Tsayu~ Granton or Ctunhewotin, 

Jils~rhu. and r/41bu or J1t"'1ten . The Le.ksamasyu and Taayu phratries 

act as one at the pr0sent time as they do in all of the surrounding 

Carrier tribes. My informants said that they were, ".tu.st the same, · 

but a li·ttle bit different" o Some of the older men say that long 

ago they were separate phratries. This agrees with the amalgamation 

that took place among the Carrier on the Bulkley River about 18650 

One old wom n said that at one time the Tsayu phratry wa:s 

called Tsomillie It was vsey difficult to understand her through 

the interpreter, but one might speculate that a Tsimehian word 

like Laxsamillix (Jenness pge 483) may have been used at one timeo 

1rl1e Granton or Cumbewotin phratry provides material for coramehto 

Either name is acceptable and both are usedo Granton is pronounced 

Glanton by the older people. The younger men who can pronounce the 

English "r" use Granton. Cumbewotin corresponds to Kwanpe•hwotenne, 

n People of the Fireside", which Jenness claims is the same as 

Laksilyuo (Jenness pg. 482) Indians at Burns Lakep Stella$ and 

Fort Fraser recognized these names and agreed that they were the 



La!_ibu comes from the Tsimshian (Dr. Viola Garfield of t he 

University of Washington., a. specialist. on the •rsimi:;hian 6 <,hac ked 

thro~gh my field notes and icentifieo elements tbat came from the 

Tsimshian) and has crests which are very similar to the corres-

ponding phratry s.,iong the Gitk!lan - Laxgibu (Jenness, 3,g. 482}., 

The other name for this phratry, Jitu.~ten, is just as ~ccoptable. 

P'.y informants agreed that el ther name would do and tht. t both were 

used with no preference being ,r;iven to one or the otner. 'I1his 

name is similar to Gitamtanyu of the Hagwilgate (Je·:.ness, pg .. 483) 

and 'famtanyu in those subtribes further east (Duf:f 1 pg,. 31). 

Rinea we find so many Tsimshian names among the Babine Carri er, 

it is obvious that they were in close contact w:itb the Gitksa.n 

at Hazelton or Kisgega.se 

one informant from Stua1~t Lake (Tachie V:1.llage) said that 

ther were only three phratrics at Stuart Lak~: Lsamasyu (not Lak= 

samasyu), Granton, anc Jils erhuo She said t.·na t the taxi bu or 

Jitumten phratry was not :found there. Thi~ woman also said t hat 

these phratries were not ~xogamous; however., this Jilserhu woman 

was married to a J1lseFhu man. A Le.ksame.eyu man also said that 

Stuart take phratries were not exogamous. He was married to a 

Tsayu woman., 

An informant from T&kla Lake said that three phratries exis·ted 

there: Laksarne.syu, Jilaerhu, and La,!ibu., Granton was not f ound 

at Takla Lake nor do they claim to have any trapping or hunting 

grounds in the north weste~n part or the lake where most or t he 

villages and hunting grounds were. 



A comps.rison between the phratries or the Gitksan and the 

canler villages as they spread eastword. may be interesting. 

(Gitksan and Bulkley River from Jenness, Ft. Fras~r from Duff) 
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1Accord1ng to Dr. Garfield the prefix Lak means "on top ot" 1n 
Tsimshian. An inform.ant from Stuart Lake called the phratry 
Ls masyu. After comparison with the information gathered by 
Wilson Duff it seems that Laksamasyu is found only among the 
Carrier at Babine Lake and on the Bulkley Rivero 



Seating Order of Individuals 

According to Rank at Potlatches 

The following s eating plans are only approximate and incom~ 

p_,ete since my informs.nts did not always agree on the most i mport-

ant t itle in the phratry and could not remember many of them. No 

d ubt many other titles existed at one time. hut since the popu-

lation has decreased and the prestige factor involved in holding 

a title is not as important many titles are no longer used. 

Laksamasyu Phratry combined with the Tsayu Phratry 

Rear Row 

Second Row 

Third Row 

10 9 S 2 1 3 4 6 7 8 
11 12 

13 

X I I Doorway at opposi te 
end of hall 

l o Deo=tsum.,.tsak. Sam Patrick. This 1s the "biggest name" ip. 

the Laksamasyu phratry. The holder or the title has not 

only been the chief of this phratry but the chief of the 

entire 3ab1ne people. Although most of the people recognize 

~am Patrick as the holder of th!e title it ie also claimed 

by another man, Paddy Leone. 

'2 o Aqu esah. Isaac Tom held this title before he diedo One 

informant said that it was taken recently by Mrs. Antoine 

Williams. This was denied by another. 
/ 

3u Neh-dat-dee-yet. Julian Patrick. 

4 .. Bah.-.deG-dee ... ahk., Leone G org•o This is the blggest Taayu title ., 



1S 

75 

/ 5. Tchee 0 axene Moses Dennis. ·-/ 6. Hatzeksget. Jimmy Donald. Dr. Garfield identified this as 

Tsimshian. 
/ 7. Tsintee-ay. Antoine Williamso The present holder of this 

title 1s from Stuart Lake~ but ·has lived among the Babine 

since young manhood. This ls a Tsayu title. 

8. f.abuek. Lezell Charley. , 
9. Duke-la-ale Henry Williams. 

10 . Noksdene. Mrso Antoine Williamse 

x. Wi.jet. Mrs. Daniel LeonE). Evidently Daniel Leone, a Granton, 

had a disagreement with members of his phratry. At any rate 

he has purchased a new seat tor himself and his wife at the 

side of the doorway. Wijet comes from the Tsimshian and is 

used for Raven and Giant. "Wi" means large. "Jet" means person., 
/ 

11 Gootserhyuo Mra. Donald Dan. 

15. 12 A!_-deeliga.tahe ~lo one has taken this name since the owner died11 

13. Gnow-michyon. Joseph Leone. 

Rear Row 

Second Row 

X 

Doorway 

Granton or Cumbewotin Phratry 

8 6 4 2 1 3 5 7 9 10 11 12 13 

18 17 14 lS 16 19 20 

l. Kwistah. Donald Pierre. Although the majority of informants 

indicated that this was the major title, there were others 

that choose Oodahokwats as number one man. 



y 
2. Oodahkt.,ats. Alec Williams. (Grizzly• s Big Dung and/or Bowe:.s 

4. 

Moving) On page 493 Jenne~s lists Widak'kwats (~rizzly's Big 

Dung) of the Laksilyu phratry. 

Nescooten. Charlie ~ichele. 
/ / 

Ooca.h-honune. Ole man Cassimir Williams. 

1f 5. tlome or Schlome. A ec Joseph. 

60 Lijer. Donald Dan. 

1 

.., 

/ 7.. Kislay jeeo Abraha.m Willlamso Also hold• title L9.y jeebu, nu'.llber 

13. D. Garfield identified prefix Kis as Tsimshian 9 meaning 

"people of" o 

8. 

9., 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 
14. 

/ 
Tsetlo.sh. !3:lg George Joseph. 

I 
tSergort. Sylveste1~ Josepho 

Dum ts. Paul Willi r,1s o 

Tautnen. ~o· ody uses it now. 

Goo-bet. 'Mrs. Esther Pl ,way. 

La{ jeebu., Alr .ham Williams. 
, 

St;ellup. John Pl 

(Rain of' ft n s) 
; 

SSW y.., On 

s 
p t.,;e 

number 7. 
493 Jenness list.-

15 Hakus o Old •Ie.ry who 11 v s with Antoine Willinme. 

lo. GooQhowto An old lady at Old Forto 
/ 

stalo' p 

17. Wh ec1ah,jcto Pi us Charley. On p ge 493 Jenneaa lists Wida.:tkyeit, 

(Big Man). 

18 Y1tch• cho Joseph M th Wo 

.I' 
19, 0 1;:ums .. Daniel Leone. See:i number x. 
20. Tzue~-yet. 4rs. J immy Donald. 

; / x. Jedumskanishe Daniel Leone. (Higher than Mount in) on page 

493 Jenness lists Gyedamskan1sb (Mountain Man). Evidently 

Dr,niel Leon,, disegroed w!th m mbers of his phratry end pu:r.-ch.ss 

r.1"'!'1 8 a.-i- t'c~ 1 :l trl f.30 1.f s.nc his ife by the doorwayo .:his t:.t~ 

W,, Ul' C a.bl ; ~e cf th-, m st impor•tant (. (J.f) ,, Or!• lJ .. 



Jilserhu Phratry 

R ar Row 9 8 7 5 3 1 2 4 6 10 

S cond Row 11 12 13 
/ 

1. ."'husbe n. Louie Zalway. Lives at Old ort. All agree that 

this is the number l title or the Jilserhu prratry., ,, 
2. , 1hs.y-a.hs • Adonis Ana.mi,. 

3. / Ahtleesh. Prank Williams. 
/ 4. Pitzennhlooo Robert Abraham. On pg. 492 Jenness lists Gwitsin ' alu~ 

.[ t/o -w<>e: 
/ 

5. ,tt.lt weo. Sebastian Jam I!. (Packing Hey) 

6" Lootsah. Old Jimmy Joe. 

1 • .Aht ets-eh. 1£noch Whesa. 

8. Zak. Mrs. Leone George. (Ear) 
/ 

9. 5¥ layget. Plasway Whass. 

10. Tsoo~uahto Mrs. Alec Williams. On pg. 492 Jenness lists Sama t . 

11. / Mas chibu. WL.lie Georg • (Ma is yea, Chibu is Wolf). On 

pg. 492 Jenness liete Mas•gibu (White Wolf'). 

12. 1:oweneas. Ted Williams. 

13. RBle~. Gordon Joseph. 

Lnchibu or Jitumt n Phra ry 

Ra:-- Row 10 7 4 2 1 3 5 6 8 9 

S cond Row 11 1? 1.3 14 

I 
1. gNeetzogreecee Alec Ca s1m1r. (pluck with two large sticks) 

one informant said that while most of the names in the Laxibu -
pbratry come .... z•om the Hazelton ' Tsimshian, this one is defini tely 

Carrier$ 



-I 
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aax-j hn ., Willlo '1e ·, • ..... (W r Bono) O - page 49;.; Jem10s0 lists 

&l.xchan (War Lead r). , 
3. Sk leesh. Matheu Alec o On page 491 Jenness lists Skal!_t,; 

/ Amargarho (Sea L on) o . Dominic West. Informan· says thi is 

from Hazelton. Dr., Garf! ld feels that this very likely came 

all the way from the const Ts1m~hian., 

5. tChibu.:' Adam W1 Iiams., (Timberwolf} 

6.. Goo-walk o (Sleep),, Duncan Michele. On pg 491 Jenne s list 

Guxwoq (Sleepy)., 
/ , 

7. Sahmon-galuckso Jimm Joe. 

8. tax-hBll. Christine Zallway • .... 
9. Glow-wah. Dorothy Aloe .. 

/ 
10., Senay-hate. Mrs., Jo 1e Antoine., This resembles then me of a 

r chief at Port Simpson. 

llo s-ah h-kahsh. Charlie 4cDonald. 

12. ·tasch. Bear Lake Charlie. 
; 

13., Mah teek. Michele Charlie. Informant says t~is name mans 

Grizzly Bear in Hazelton language. on page 491 J nneos 11ats 

Medi•k (Grizzly Boar)o 
/ 14. Skalay. Michele Charlie. I do not know whether Michele Cb.a.:. lie 

holds both titles or one or my informants was mist ken. 



nr o. 0 

The aeatlng arr n 61:1ments of ·.,he phrutrios at · o latc.he:i oo . 

to fol l ow a 1 e.fini te pa "';ternsr ut the logic of that pe.tte1~n i 

c:.oar to me. T _ La samasyu · tira try ! hr~ sits 3"t r: -' •e r o/ 

hall exc8pt when they are gl ing tne po latch-> ( • i51ur J 2 6 

'the pbratry g5.v1ng t o )otlatch forms in the cc_ t:-,r.- of the flo d 
. 

pi .. es e:nts their gi· ts fr J the.. .• Some:. info. manta pl~ ce ,,}rant 1 • 

noi,mal po .ition against ;be 1 ft wall, t)the s p' 

r:.ght •·all., 1 hen Granton is .,.i vi~ tr potl tch J " m.,1 lly 

o h :i:- say tha-c I.Evi u si · e on the .. f't w e, La s .... O.;:i.,ru 1 s 1 

pctlatch. (F:tgur£ 6 A few in.or ant .. aid that ,lthougl:' 

the b 11 is the mos , imp rtan posi ti n:i trL site 1 oca t on· -r-t a , 

sjgnifica t and ' t 1ut either o th0 three ,o !pe.ni , c ;.1 s. t . E t. 

sid .,., The majority of i Ortl'l n ·s sta e tha ·ther, waa a de· -t ·· e 

p t' l;i~:-n, evon .no g I w s 5 iv n se oral var _atio:1 ,. 



is norm l.ly seated on the la.ft.., Figure 1 1ihows the pos:t t:.on of 

·the pbratries wb n La_!ibu is pres1ding 9, Fig'W:"$ 2 h ,n La.koe.man;-1u 

ia pre iding, Figure 3 wh n Granton is presiding. 

1hen Jil~erhu is presiding. 
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'Ihe following patt rns resul\.ed wher the G1•anton phi. .. t;;\try :ls 

normally seated on th ~ighto li,igure 5 shows ~;he position of the 

phratr•ies when Laxibu i pre !ding. Figure 6 when Laltsamasyu 'ie -
p1--esiding, Figure 7 when Granton is p1-- s1d1 g, and Figure 8 when 

Jilserhu is p~esid1ng. 
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