
The ori;;in of' s, fnsk ha.ldit 

Informant; lle~eb Clifton, Hartley Bay. 

There "Gore many typea of hn.l· it . Soue were duncine hal ito 

used in the rooeption of visitin~ chiefs specially invited to a 

' feaet, e.nd t lleac were callod X;)OB 9-wam hal it . This wt.1.s uaed a.a a 

di1ect cymb~l cf peace . 

The visiting chidl never l~ndcd directly at a villa~e, but 

sojourned in t he iL.imcdiate vicinity in full vi ew of the hosta until 

a meEeen er came for t!iem. Then t he visiting chi ef 

for t h eir reception. 1'he visitorr: h9.d t hei r o~n son.ea and also 

clain:ed an ime.sina.ry euperno.tura.l po er hich t 1-re,J t'ron. the CMoee 

to t heir host on t.b.e al:.1.ore . 'l'hoae on ehoro ,retended . to catch this 
aubdu.ed 

po~er. overo e it ef'ter a ,ard str~gle, and beean toeing in their 

turu . 'l'hey thre the na.Y.n x back to the vioi tore' canoe, , ho t reatled 

it into eubjcction nnd thre.1 1 t b:.cl::. Thia porfo1-muncc went on until 

tho lloat t .. ..rcv! it up into the i.1ooda. 

Nm:t t h e great hal it drux.i. was boa.ten as a uignal f .or 'the 

guests to l 1d. and a.a t hoy did ao t heir nOJil.Qe ere announced and 

can.·icd on into the house . "he gueoto were led U.P and a o oach ent l'ed. 

e rcetera atJ11ounced ea.ch chie1ly name and called each to his place . 

,Jhcn all. the invited chiefn h ad been greet ea. and ere in their 

pl oes the host a.ve a reception dance , .,eai-in hia danaing garment 

(guahal it ) and his dancing hat ( ?aznhal1it ) the hollo~cd cro n of , 
which · as full of' c le down(psllm } hioh he spread u.pon hie gueate 

a.a h e danced . 

'he opre~d1ng of down denoted eaoe; and if it lea not done the 
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gueeta could and ould ex ect treachery. T.his peri'ormnnoe a.ate 

form of h.al it called l i~,?a a {to ca.tc11) . 

not e1. forrn of' 1 1 t J-e .tr.c!!!berchi in t !.e n im 01· 

r.itiation as controlled by the 

chief of e~,ch trite . , .. hU..Jbar.d and ife never belcn ed to the ea.me 

h lit roup. /"there never th_t both epouoee belon ed to the 

a · hal~it rou •1
/ 

The init!. tC;c ere chosen by the chief. hero thci·c ere 

evcral chiefo in a trib one chief ould be reco nized ae the 

tribal head of either one of the r..a.1~1 t groupc • 

. ih.en a chiei' not eel tli.a.t ccrt&in indi vid a.l.s ere economiaa.lly 

fit , the arent3 of th o didate ,ere approached and adviP.ed that i t 

ae time to cllk~ their offspring 

grou c. 

• r.ember af the nllii.t!l or ?mi ?ti a, 

The chief received tribute for elevatine the initiate through 

t he t l.l'ee stacoe of a.n initiation. 

On!y Llem'bcra or the group were !tlloJ din the 'ouec at theee 

at e!'i e. Th<? informant /.Hebor C ifton/ ea.yo these m eet:1.neo 

co ;manly laoted mc.ny d 1 a end often ere aexual orgies, aa tloae 

2 

that ore carried ere alnays ~lone (beoause thei r epoueoe ere mombere 

of the oppooite group) . 

There VJe!'e apccia.l aroUJ,•B of ho.1 it hioh were excllll!iTe t<' those 

of royal rank, such a ludziat • ts 1 cmbershi:p ua.o restricted, 

and initic.tes .ere coneidercd t o have the po er of deetroying the 

property of any tribesman. They of courae compensated the oner 
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for their lose . To protect h13 .ro erty, or if tne c ner ia himaolf 

a member of a ny hal it roup he can protect self and propert~ by 

pl~\cing upon the objects a. lu? i or ceda 1· b sk rin that hau been 

uoed in a hal it perforu-nce . The lu? i io a l~o ueod to eaf ·uard 

everything ien i t io hun outeide h ouae d\.1rln t he .oriod 

a !LCl it . erfor....:.nce. for no one not a member 

enter the house imtil the lu?i is t on do~. even tho~~ they 

!'lay e n member of t i.e t houae. 

ny other .h l its ( h ch io t he ""encral term fo,.r 
\ 

dancing . Thero a re the drama hal ta a t hich tho v rioua o era \ 

or 11ro:.n~.xo of e ch 01111or .• 1:0 demonstrated. t auch h3.l:!its , 

all the cueeta hevinw t heee po,ern en.mo in dr seed aa t ho po er or '\

1

. 

being t hey had the ric:ht to re1Jrooent • end a.a tl cir n es ere 
i ' called they darwed t!w cl. nco or h lt.i t o th .... t po er. 

Buch u ne.:xnf.x weo ghost ( 1 9 l.Y ) • The o ,ne ac coetumcd a.a 

a. ghoat i th o. mo.al; repreecnt 1 death. This dancing ,e.a cc::..lled ha.l t. 

{( lt rr.?;y be noted t b.o.t henever t he eople d ..... nce any of the 

modern bite rna.n'e de.ncee thio i o termed me?c,a-•like do or influenced 

by dog. Tr.ie t E>rm ic applied bee u .. e t hey dance in cou1-1lee , hereaa 

Indten dmrces re perfor.oed by an i ndividual dancer . Tho modern 

do.ncee have the ap earance oft. o dogs re tlin . )) 

nothcr important 1. J. "it i& t e e t nak J.J.al t, which is acquired 

fr supernatural ~ourc a. irelly thia JO er io inl1€ritcd, but t h 

h l~it int e ninkin• became ill e.nd · ent into trance . , en he ,ae 

revived to strengt h he ouJd chan e . i personality. nil e in thie 

trance many visions ca.me to instruct him c. a a •• t nsk h ltti t . These 

visione gave hiI!l hie a i dee, hich often took animal forma euch as tho 
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hits mink, ite m rten, hite o l or otter. Hie po er as believed 

to cooe from t h ese a.idea~ ruid t hey told him hat to do to e.f:fect a cure . 

Ria ha.lit eonz also came to him in vioions. 

The ,Para.phernali!l or a :Jw!no.k hal~t o.s a. bear c in robe, 

bea r claw oronn, a round rattle, ruid amulet suepended around 

his neck .hich represented hie o.nima.l aide. The amulet ao used 

in curing by placinc it upon the patient in t h e afflicted area. 

It .is ea.id there ~ere ecvere.l placee bor aome 8 .!nek 

halite acquired powers from the aup.rnatural source . One of these 

wae a deep oavern at the head of the gitg . ' ?el o river and another 

in the vicinity of. item.at whose l.ereabouta r,aa kno n to on1y a 

e ew! nsk hal ita. The peruon ho i to acquire a t nok ho.lit 

pouera is led to these aaverno a.rid then lo cred doun into the oaveo 

hich ar in total dnrkneoo • 

. o he io elowly 1owerod otrance inoeote cove~ hio body and e 

io eooeti ca eeveroly bitten, and there are aleo lizg,rdo in roat B 

nwnbera. Finally he re chee t c bottom and follo a a trail to 

tho entrance of nother cave. In this cave ion boi1 ho seizes t c 

initiate und ltiYe him upon a flat board . l'hcre tho initiate oeo 

into a trance o.nd remains there until he hao recovered and been 

given power e.nd aides by this being. 

11hen the initiate:::i return all tributes a.re ivcn to the 

ew ' nsk nl it who led the initi te to t ii hole nd led 1m back. 

Before he sable to practiae his a11c!nnk o era he was apprenticed 

for oome time to an older ha.lit who hae alre-dy establiehed hie 

reputation amone the people . Then 1hen the initiate feels ne oan 

t .ea very famous case he io called in and ~iven an opportunity 

to est blish himeelf .. If lle a ou_pcr ior aide, that ar able to 
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overcome the ideo or t1c other t nsk lc11ta e is n o erful 

position, for it is a 'd that both t e hal:11to nd their a.idea arc 

rivals lnd fi t umons themoclve • 

\n ccount of the maJcinu of a t nek hs.l ·t 

man named oan~ok, ho,: s a hunter , had been actin 11ueerly 

for a long hile'; llio uncle before him d been a hal it . 

aan~ok aa a very auc0es5ful hunter and one day he set off from 

his camp alone , intending to be e one onl a. short ,.hile . hen he ll d 

been gone a number of daye 1ia nephe a oet out to search or h im, 

and fo llo cd hie tracko witil they found the place here he lay face 

down in the ano , appar ntly dead . 

They carried him back to co.mp and he l y as one near death, 

W1conecioua and muttering in a atran e toneue . Tiley then carried 

him back to the villa eat it • ?oto, for the uncle aa th t 

e~n s~ aa about to beoo~e a D\ ! na · 1al it. ere e lay ill !or a 

long hile , a ttended by many ,1a.l.!1 ta ~ho o e dcy ter day to 

do.nee over h' in n attem t to reutore hiu to hio normal condition. 
' a~n- sk had been born 1th a cauJ. {ll tK) aud had aye been 

cone dered an e~traordinary person. 

he be~a.n to at_ er otrei th, and he 

seclusion . 

fter many mon'tha or illneae 

at en a.ay and kept in 

(The infomant rec1arked; "I rcmeobor I aa a boy at the time 

that thio occurred . Then oo_me time after, oon'1ok rel.1:1.ted. to me ha.t 

hod occurred. to him . 11 ) 

o ::,~n( Ek ao ,al ·ing alone the trail ho met a huge hite bear 

which immediately embraced him, and oe ak fell as do d . He ha.d met 

the spirit bein.., hioh . ae to control him. lo felt that 1te e.o being 



Beynou v . 1, 1956 pp 41- 50 6 

engulf' ed in hue river of !o hich he could not eaca e , wid 

then he becrur~ unconooioua . Then visions ca o to him. hite o 1 

came to sit byh:i.m and said: "You s1 ll become a ha.lC:it and make many 

onderful cures. You ill hnve o your aides a white o land a 

white grizzly bear , to come to your neaistwicc and tell you ho 

to oure t h e .eople hoc 11 upon you . There ill bo many com.in 

fro f - r to see you, for you will be as reat a hal it as your 

uncle , who .as very famous . " 

, lCn ea~ s.k wa e ell a.~ in it beg e kno n t na t .e o 

a. h1.;i.l 1 t. 
s .!no.A 

The moat fe ous/hal "it wnoug tl.1.e toemoiy&1 

snot only o ! nak, but c a s 

aeor ~ho could foretell oomine; ovente ith t ... e .nelp o! hi puper-

natura l aidea . 
I 

Once ni • a 9 o.in ts aa t1ittin· on the be ... ch belo hie hose 

at ctla.katla . He c e up nd announced; "Before the uun sets 

several o 1oeo from the iinkito nill land ere. 11 That::: e ni t 
"' 

t here did co e several oanoeo of l inkits . This man ao a lso ... illed 

in na ic . 
I 

His r eat competitor a o i deld&l , t C fflJllOUB gito~l? 0 0 • 
hali11t. 

Cne ,inter t he Skeena ~a frozen and 1Ir.paeea le, and 

o sitting b h is fire a t etl 'atla (on t h e co-st ) 

thin.kine of h ie frienci idold, 1 at 1te~l9aea (cnnyon) on the • 
keena . Spea i n lo 1d, he oaid: 11 1 1ah t. a t brot •. cr 

1d~1d~l ould e nd me down eome t •t." (Thia aa a cluster 

berry that only ec\ in e rly aurn.ra.cr on t o intcriox· plateau , 

and a3 preserved in oolichan oil f or·ruturo conGumption.) woon 
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after he ex preeaed thie ieh a hu~e quantity of frea te • t be w: 

' to come d o"n t h rou8h the amo~e. ol:e. Thie ni • a 9 oi n:to eorved to 

everyone in the nouoe . I t as a.~ur-..t unbelievable . , 
Then . idald 1, t:1e r e i; itaoli!ea h l~it • 

b fvre is 

fire nd ezprcoee the wioh: 0 0h, I ,i h lJ.Y i·o t h er n.i. -:; , i n t on 

the cone t 1.'i O!..t).d r member me and oend me aome cockl.ec . ,, 

Thi a ~ ia mid i nter wno, t he river as frozen over and 

7 

imp. 2eable nnd n oreover 1 t is.s ti.b ts.bu season ben no one travel cd 

or hunted.. Yet -..hile idaldt1l .. d. eittin at the cu.uyon l keena ) 

villo. c & rea t quo.nti ty of fre h cockle c me t :hrou h the emol'.e 

hole ot h is hot ee . 'l'his w_a erveci .. o t he peo le, end t1.-iuo the 

hg,l ' it e dc.tr.onatra ted to 11 t h eir oupcrr.a.tu1·al 1•0 e1 a . 

' J'l.uother g1cat o tnsk bal<-': .. t ,1ae tec1l, , c{ the it,H.J'-Ji~,H o 

tribe o the t m:mej y~n . He e.s an orfhan ca.red U.'i.' by h ie maternal 

gro.nclmother, but he had e.n uncle ho , ao very !JO erful and oaltey • 
• ts-':!r vm.o a. ver y o:r1 t youne ca ru1 l c toe. oocl o ... re of h is old 

er ndm.o er. 

Thi m l.a t h e t · c of u t:;re t f ... 1.~ne a11u food an very acurve 

amo1. the eo le • 

his e randmothcr' a 

l'"•.l.r- c, c u on t.. r · ...,7,ly c,n· th t h&c:4 r 1.ded 

a l store; o fooa :..nu 1.l .nger ue0 tu. to ta.W1 

' the rizzly . t become an.;ry and robbled "taak in one eu.:p. But 
• in e eriz2l 'a stonauh to&k toolt ut .1ia ire d:rillu ncl de 

a .1.'ire ·11 the beast ·e ato , oh h :.c killed it. T.!'"iereupon he too 

the .. uge o!lrco.so and .1th his :rand.mother' -..eli, cut u.1:1 the meat and 

dried i t . Tbe kept this store of food aecrct. 
' vuddenly a strnnec being cai:ie to to a.nd said• "I a.m hur ry, 

• oan you g ive mo foodY,. t s&k took hiu to tne lit 1,;le ahel~e:c .ue .tl d r.ri.a.de 
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nd told ia garndmother : "Give my friend aorr.e food, for .. e ic hun ry •" 
• ien t he being had finialled ea.ting he turned to to!!. nnd 

e id: Uow that you have tvcn me food I ill repay your kinune a. 

l wiJl give you this pebble hich will be your po er . You ill 

make a reat s fnsk ha.lit. hen you iah to cauae nyone to be 

ill, just pl~ce thia pebble on ny portion of yo r on body, and 

it will cauoe pain or illneos in to e portion of your victim's o y . 
, 
to~ tried thie on various p o le and . en they fell ill . , 

he sent hie rnndmother to tell them that her grandson ta - could 

cure them. n thio r, he soon b'ecame .. idely no.n • 
• o that h e had beco~e famoua aa a h.al ' it to iahed to 

m .rry hie croas- couoin, the dauehter of his uncle. Thio uncle 

ae very haughty and calthy, and ha daughter ae very beautiful. 

He told hio crandnother: "You muat o a."'ld aak my uncle. for 

I ,ioh to marry his dnuc}1ter." The old oe.~m lmew it \'Yould be uoeleaa 
• to eo , but on ts, 'e ineiotenoe 8he ,ent . l er bDother refuoed • 

.. 
vO ta~ cnt pa.ot the irlfo hou ... c and touched lis io 

pebble to hie ba.clt hlle iohi : 0 1.!ay many pad.no c<me to :,our back. 11 

llia uncle's daughter ct ouae becam~ 111 and none of the hal~ta 

C"'llt d to .ttend her cou1d cuJ·e her . Hio eioter, the randmot er 
, 

of ta~, then c lled on the =irl'a father and told hiJn; 11 1 am 
• sure that to , can cure your d htcr . " 'i.'hc fat. er t J.en eent ifte 

to the youn h. •! :t t but he ould not bother to come. Finally, 

since his da\ hter seemed to be yine t e cnief sent hio spokesman 
t , 

to ta aayin. "Tell to that if e cureo duaghter he y 

t c her ae his ifc . " 
, 
ts!k came at once tote lace nhere the young oman lay . e 

placed hie mat over her and bcgnn to dance and oil'li; nio n l~it oone . 

He. ved the ma ic pebble over t he re ion wnere the oman ailed and 
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• alrioet immediately she waa cured. l...ater ta took ner as his 

There ere many other hallit& t hat were famous in t he teem~ 

siy4n s roupa . All a <!nsk ha-1,ito were hereditary, and all. had t h e 

aame pat t ~rn . 
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