
MrG Wilson Duff, 

Associate ProfoAn.throoology, 

UniYersity Of BaC. 

Vancouver ,B<) Co 

Dear Mrq Duff: 

Kitwancool,Via Box 134 

Ki twanga 9B o C °' 

Dees 19,1,96$ 

Please find enclosed herewith 

a copy of Chieh's and Council letter to the Nishga Tribal 

Councilo 

Encl: Yours most respectfully 

Peter Williams,President 
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TO THE NISHGA 'l'kIBAL COUNCIL, PRDC~ 

~~.~~~-R_lJP~ERT,B.C • 

Mi. .• . n '•'" .Jl r A&, .i.v .1.u.'4~.I. • 

GentJ emen: 

1'he Kitwancool High Chiefs, the people of 

KitwancooJ and The Council assembled in meeting dealing 

with the extend of 'l~he NiFihga T:ribc:J. Council claim and 

Cl3.:L'11ing aboriginal riP-hts o:t• on1er·shit of land in the 

Nass ValJey and finn that The N..i.s ga Ti"fbal Cohncifdici wilfully 

Claim lands beyond. -:,he arnbits of '.ehe Nishga ancestorial 

territory and boundary 1ine5 t and that The Nishga Tribal 
y 

Council aJ so wil.fuJ.1 claim aboriginal ri1~hts and onwrship of 

lawls that are within the KitwancooJ territory without 

the consent of tr.e :atwancool High Chiefs. 

At )l;he same meeting, the tradition was found to be just 

as operative to day so that no one ot any Kitwancool 

a.cc~ndant, t•ho may be residing at any Nass I iver Village 

during the last 100 years or more ,or at present, shaJl 

hav€-any right to do anything about the Kitwancool land 

·without .tirst consulting his or her ttCAPITALu namely the 

Kitwanc-001. 

The Xitwancool High Chiefs al.!10 find that 'tt:e Ndshga Tribal Council 

d:i.d en'her sn1.t against tho British Coltunbia Government 

Clailninffilthnal'ag:inal :"i3hts or ownersli ip of all the lands 

mention0J. her0::n including the Kit"tvancool territory, therefore, 

let ~he Nishga Tribal Council carry out its ovm action covering 

:..ts -;m te1"ritory and not the vdtirmncool territ ry. 

c.c .• 
Indian Office ,Hazel ton ,BoC• 

Signed 
C,0unc:!il 

-------------
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

DEPARTMENT O F 

ANTHROPOLOGY ANO SOCIOLOGY 

VANCOUVER 8, CANADA 
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shown as Ki twancool territory. And of course Mezi
aden 

Lake is also shown as Kitwancool territory. 

The exact boundary between Kitwancool and Nishga 

territories is not clear beyond dispute. From th
e 

anthropological information which Dr. Barbeau obt
ained 

from both Kitwncool and Nishga sources, it is my 

considered opinion that there are two small areas
 to 

which both have a valid claim based on occupancy 
and use 

at some time in the past. These are the Kinskuch 
valley 

and the Kiteen valley. I have accordingly drawn 
the map 

in such a way as to show that both have a valid claim. 

Please note that I have not given up your claim t
o 

these two areas, I have just indicated that the N
ishga 

also have justification for claiming them. That 
issue 

does not have to be settled at this time. 

With all best wishes, I remain 

Yours sincerely, 

W~b$ 
WilsO"°n Duff, 
Associate Professor. 

THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH CIOLUMBIA 

v·ANCOUVER 8, CANADA 

DEPARTMENT OF 

ANTHROPOLOGY ANO SOCIOLOGY 

Mr. Peter Williams, 
President of Kitwancool, 

Box 134, Kitwanga, B. c. 

Dear Mr. Williams: 

3 Janua17, 1969 

· Thank you for sending me the mpy of your 

notice to the Nishga Tribal Council. I have dis-

cussed it with Tom Berger to ensur. that he under-

stands its implications. 

The date of the Nishga case has been postponed 

from January 7 to February lS, at ltae request of 
the 

Crown's attorneys, as they did not oonsider thems
elves 

well enough prepared. 

I am very pleased to tell you that Mr. Berger 

and I have devised a way in which e Nishga case 

can be tried on its principles witl:mut any jeopar
dy 

to the rightful claims of th.e Ki t"W"DOOol and other 

non-Nishga tribes. The lawyers on l!oth sides hav
e 

agreed to present to the court a IJlll>' prepared by me 

showing the areas to which the Nisl!ga indisputably 

have a rightful claim based on the anthropologica
l 

and historical evidence. The Nis}Wl have agreed 
that 

the case be tried on the basis of ese areas alo
ne 

(although they do not giv-e up the dght at some 

tuture time to make their claim for the additiona
l 

territories described in the Nishga petition). I 

have draw the map in such a wy t!at the Nass 

River above the roouth of the Kinskm:h River is sh
own 

as Kitwncool territory. Cranber?1'· River is also 
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