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. WEEPING. TOTEM POLB

On Islend_of Tanu an 0ld Man sheds streams o. Tears

On the Island of Tanu, in the Queen Charlette group,
stands & very old totem pole. It shows an o0ld man shedding
great stream of tears.

This is the weeping Totem Pole of Tanu, dates back to
days, many hundreds of years before the whito man came.

When Chief Always Coughs rulled the people of the
Northern Isleand, Always Coughs, was a wise chief and
knew that the Creat Spirit dealt kindly with the people,
as long 28 they dealt kindly with all ereatures having
life. The people could kill for food, but not for
giaasuro. Under his rule, The People prospered and were

PPY . :

Chief Always Coughs heard the BEAR were fat on the
Island of Tanu, The People liked fat Bear, so chief Always
Coughs lead & hunting part{. including seven sons two
grandsons end seven cenoce loads of the people. It was
evening when they reached Tanu, so they made camp for
the night, while some of the men gethered driftwood,
others started a fire with rubbing sticks, In the
morning the party split into smell groups and went to
znnt for fat Bear of Tanu, but theey left the two youths

n camp.

) "Guard the fire well, my grandsons" seid the old
chief,"as it is easier to keep & fire going than it is
to start it."

"We will wateh for fire faithfully, for our
grandfather” they replied. When the hunters returned that
evening they found the fire out.

" what happened to the fire" esked Chief Always
Coughs"™ why did you let it go out™. :

"It was the tosds" said the older lad, "yes said
the younger.

* wWhen we gathered wood, we found & large toad,
when we threw it on the fire it swelled very large and
burst with a bang." we thought it was fun, other toads
rhey all burst with a big noise.™ But the last was t he
largest™ sald the younger, "when he burst he put the
fire out™ "woe, '0e, oeried the wise chief, "Do you
not know thet those who harm one of the Forest Spirits
Creatures, will suffer in a like way"

"What a thing you have done" wailed the father
of the boys, "We must lesve this place, we can not stay,
not even for the rat Bear of Tenu"

To the Canoes, quickly" cammanded the 0ld Chief
As one man, they rushed to the canoes at the same time
the earth started to shake and roer, Fire burst from the
rocks. :

Of all the men of the hunting party, only the 0ld
Chie’ returned, And from that day, he was know as the
"one~-who-always~-weeps~-for-his~chlldren-and-people.

This Totem Pole, was carved out of a big Ceader Gr
Tree and erected in memory of the lost people, and to
remind all not to be cruel to animsls.
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