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cooc the gdvent ¢F white men, Secxet sscialics

3;332& a tremendous part in the social n::uu urs of LRGeS
rierce warriors who iahabited the Queen Ch&fgoLLe.Islands -
1scated in the rugred nerth westesnm coast of Drlsich Solunbia,
Many willages of other Indilan natiems from the ccld eoast of
Alicka Lo 410 werm southern rogion of the Cregon seasoar b |
too fury o tacso savage raiders vhien thelr soventy foot cancaa
gwost ante vicw. Those Lords of tho Coast fecred nothing
except the sceret socletiss that cxicted among thou.
. .5 men that composed these sceret socictic: weire

nds va-orly of the%aige in Haida nobility. To qualify for
etz nact’ juulously punrded cliquc, the chosen candidute muct
Lo of noble blath with an unblomished background. The seleclad

ran must Lavc on both sides of his fumlly aristocratic bloocd as !

Ay

fur baek ws they coﬁld truca. This was dono by interpreting

re aistory-cf the fanilj Gau=Gungal, or, as they aro lmown g

Tteday - totun poles. These tall carved columns of cedar, ‘

r“n;i.~ U Lo airty Icet in T®n za, wore not objoctu o wousshiz,

as commonly suppoped, but nimle 2 carved ‘history of tho owngris ?‘?ff

huy

ancectors. On this ancestral totom pole, coat-of-u;ﬂs WOro

woved tha luods of prowoss and "ldrj that strotciwed down f-Ju

R e

bioo din woss to the grosent posgcabor!a lutest exploit of
COUSETR .o WS considered WQrthj enowsh <o De hcnouréd - EN -
irizortal. iy his feat on a totem pole. A Gda—&angui was firoe
cioved L. ninlature, thoen subnitied to the rulin z chlof and Iis

—— e

¢ 2322117z, I thoy were satisfied that the carved history w.s

o i

o.zacatic, tae orector was glvon permission to carve and rai..

a palo tc o speecified ;ength tiaat tho chief docrced. The sccrct
gosloty o -iho delvod into the history of the choson caadidato
c.rzlod .t 2n oxhaustive ragaarch of tho young ﬁan's Lfan ily

!

cvoral reasons could disqualify nim through no fuuls

r-

o2 his o.a. Ono such barrier, was il wiy of his ancostors had

t-en cus .vi in battlo and made a slave. In thoir oyes, it

was bott: > £o die by one's own ncnd rather than suualt to <ho



{ndirnitics of slavery in tho hands of lesser poople. When in
buttle, if lLis éupturo was certain, a nobleman wus fucod with
tho hard clicice of boing captured aiivo, to die by his own hand,
or charge into tho certain douth of a curtain of unémy arrows =
and t:us retuin his stutus and thut of his descondants. Very
fow of the liuida nobility were taken prisoner. To those born of
high blood, honour had no price tag. ilowover, 1r ono-waa
capturcd undcr circumstances boyond his control, ho could bo _ “4
ransomed wiih trade goods - sot ezactly accordinu to his rsak.
On his rclcaczo, he would pesume his rank in his clan. By ths
vGry_ract o:'having 5oen capturcd, noeither he nor his descondante
‘would ewer bo admitted into a sccret socloetye. .Theao harsh
stundards govorned a ﬁaida noblcmants éonduct in battle, and he
ués ever conscious of his duty to the goncrations that would
follow him,
Tho socrot nédioty scrutinoers who searched into the
young man'!s background and history wore eapecially careful in
scoling 2 peculiar stigma lmown as “"Algwa", or Markod with the  Alswe
- ‘Paddle DBrand. This stain was doadly 1n-its meaning. ThlsAblot
of dishonour was brought about in bloody clan fouds, of which

there wero muiny among the Hnidaa.

If one elan had killod a nobloman of the opposing Clan, . Ll

e d
and by tho fortuncs of war the clan which had killed the noblomaa J

wero conqucrad, the victorious factibn domandod full indomnity
for thelr slain nobloman. The ancient law of an eyo for an oyo
and a tooth for a tooth was carried out in the fullcst sense of b
the word. Tauls claim, when paid, was dono by ono of two mothods.
The first 123 by diroet péymont of thoe slain mants worth ;nd
poténtia‘ value, as set by establishod prccedonts. The scale of
value ia %“rade goods was rockoncd by so many copper plaquos,
which vero nold as a high monotuary moasure of woalth among the
faldas; ¢ csrtein number of canoos hown to d specified longth =
with the ccaguoring clan's crost carvod on each veasol;

gurrondce 4 of an allotod numbor of slavoes, both mule and fomalo;

rollngui: inpe purcols of land whlech usually containoed fishing or

trupplns 7 ats ownod by tho subjurutoed clan. .
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If inose conditiona of roputriation woro met as laid
doun by cctublichod luaw, then the score of honour was consicdered
wipcd cleen. Thoso stringent demands, if puid, usually impove
orishod u clan, but they sustained their numo as taat of
honourablc moie ' : {

Tha bthor alpornutivo wus cruel in its implication.

A man of tac samo rank as the clain nobleman eithor offerod
himéolr; or was designatod by tho lcadors of the ovorthrown

clan to be held as a hostage, pending furthor delibofution.

If the captors chose to kill hinm, then the indobtodnoas was  -
automatically wiped out. %“he captive nobleman, knowing th&f

his clan could not meot tho obligation, éould offor to make

the éuprémo sacﬁifice - thus cancelling the llabillty, and

bo evermoro rovered in tales of glory by his clansmon, and

at the same time winning the rospect of his opponcnta. Thayx

in turn would hold his crost in high esteom by roecognizing
hat ho held honour‘abéve his life. The decision of putting
him to duuf@ or keppinh him alive restcd with his cuptdrs.
By itcoping hiﬁ alive,.he was a living collatoral for the |
terrns demanded, and his clan pust pay the full idomnity

for his rbdlaase. - b :

In this state of bondage all rank was strippod A
froa hinm. Waile not tﬁoated as a menial, the conquorors
tolcrated hia bocauso of the potentlial woalth he ropros-
entoed. Ef,.howcvar, tho indobted clan had éxhausted overy
mezns to ruiso the compensation and found that thoy could
not pay the sot price, thoy came to tho victors with thelir
paddlos oa tuelr shoulders to signify thet thoy could not
mect tholr purt of the bargain, and by doing so wore forcod
to accepti tho inrk of tho Paddle Brande It was a chilling
sichﬁ tc tic cuptive nobleman, as he kmew thut from that day
forward no ond his clan would be known as Algwa, a fate
regarded az a shumefulidcgruduﬁion to dishonour and ruin.

00 men could puddlo unywhoreo, but thoso marked
with the A7 stein had to reccive permlission from tho

fuction tnnl they wore indobted to before thoy could travol

2p
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anyiore.’ Tho nobility lost thoir caste and runk. They wore no
longe:r consulted as thoir opinion carricd no weight. Normally,
the runkLné classos marrled tncir equivalent in othor crosts,
but as long aa they wore tainted wlith tho Paddlo Brand,.
‘marflugo uas impossible within that rank. %The first bora con
of the cﬁiar;s sister. was tho heroditury succossor to.tho
chioftainship, but thls nophoﬁ vas novor roforrod to in

regdrd to that high office as long as tho Brand was upon thenm.,
The line wvas considcrad'gotcntially doade They wcere forbidden )
to ercct Gac=Cungais or give feasts. Thﬂ-crowning glory
of an old chicf was to erect a totom pole und give a lavish
Eanquot to proclaim the dceds of he and his ancostorse Aas
long &s this dreadod curso was on them, nothing of thia-naturo
uas allowecde If 'tho conquorcd clan wanted to po any %istance
for-hunﬁln; or fish%n#, thoy first had to receivo perﬁiasion
from thoeir conquerors; and thon perhaps they wore granted a
1imited bime of absonce. The ill-futed faction livod
virtuclly ono stop above slavery. The severity of fhoae
iﬁplacabio terms usually demoralized a clan into eventual

complaie pbscuity'and shamg, from which thoy nover rccoforod.

As long as this ignominious tarnish of honour-on;any
clan exlstod, they or their rutuﬁo descondunts wore automaticelly
barrod cvernore from entoring tho_ranks of a sccrot socioty.

Zven today among the romnants of the once proud Sca Lords of tho
Ilorth, tic word Algwa 1s bandied around foolishly by thoso whceo
do not kacw its imdlication. Old customs and traditions die
rurd, os these former soa wolves have jumped from tho stone ags
to the stcol age in loss than a contury, und tholr ancient lav s
haunt them still,

The secrot socloety luaders vory carefully scrutinized
into tho cclected candidatets "fomlly troo", ﬁs any defect, hcu-
cever small, would eliminate hic entry into tho ominous fratcrnity.
Whon tihe younu'man's‘ﬁuckground was found to bo accoptablo, his
privute 13iro was goarchod into with microscopic thorouzlmoss.

“ho puttira (?1' his life was rceconstructed Lrom boyhood to Llio

prosent Cuy, o was pilcked from a family that was noted for

L



their couwrygo an honowr, Thoe choson cundidato was asgsossed
porsonully for bravoery, ablility und coundnons of judpmont.

A nccossary quulity for ovoery man bolonging to tho
group was silonce. iach mombor was sworn to socrecy and novor
to revenl tho ramificatlions of the organization. Ful lure to
keep his 1lips sealoed meant death, as there was ne sécond chnncé.
Ho convenlontly fdladr, and the menner of hls pasaing was not
inquired into by membera of his family. Thus, a strict shroud
of sccrccy was bullt around thom so that ovon today vory little
i3 lnown about {hom, and thelr mcthods, bocause no ono outside
was informod. Thoy wore nevor'n large body of men, but kopt to
-a small tipght cxclusive circlo. |

‘ Oncé a man'!s porsonal history and baclkground was
ostablished, and accopted to the satisfaction of the innor
council leadérs, ho was then taken to troir seeret lodge deep in
the forost. Tho exact location of the lodge was known only to the
pewberse This was not only a headquartors for tholr conclaves,
but also a storehouso Tor tholir parapheirnaliu of danclng
costumocs und Seromonial mﬁska. These thecatrical trappings
played a part in convinecilig tho poople of their supornatural gifts.

The future member of the society now had to undorge
certain tests to assuro his entry. lie was shown tho lodge, but
not permittod to entor at that Time. Tho first act was to strip
off all his clothes. This symbolizod that the body must be
cleansed of all human impurlities and contact. liis body was thon
washod in a nearby stream, or with tho heavy dew in the forocst.
Aftc> this was dono, a fow -~ poasibly throe mombors of tho
orgu;ization, digsappoared into tho forest uita him for a porlod
of about ten days or more. . r

During'this initlial test he was not permittod to drink
watce or partake of food. The roason for this yas to gaugo his
capacity for colf-control and cndurance. Tho power of mind over
‘body wus ona of the groatost virtues, In their eyos, thut ono
could 1o3soss. Tho candidato was closely obsurved at all timos
for uny woakenlny of will-power. His companions oxtolled tho

Clorics of Loing choson Lo bo admittoed to such a poweriul u ;uni-
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zation, »rovided onv had tho nccossary quulificatlons. Thoy
would ¢a®t and drink with rolish beforo his hungry oyes, but tino
candidate would give no indicution-or nunger or thirst, as cuch
a sicn might joopardize his position. llo Jmow thut his_ovcry.
action would be woigndd and considered. Thosecrot aocioty
leaders concluded that anyono who drunk copiously or ate to a
poxn. ol being ovorgorgod wus complotolj lacking in tho funda=
mentals of will power. ‘Thus, if one could not exercise his
control by curbing tho desire for tho necessary sustonanco of life
ror a lumitod timo, he was judged as lacking the vital quality
. tnnt wzas required to admit hin. .

Hav;ng passed tho first phnso of his initiation, no
was taca introduced to the secundary stage. In this trial ho
ate Jbuc;ully preparbd food, and solectcd herbs that were kuown
to conualn pprginé iowers.' This incdicatod that the body must bo
purce laside as woillns outside, so as to receive and absoro the
spir iuual powors that the gsccrot socioty mombers wore purﬁo;tod
to huve access to. Whilo undergoiny this diot, inte his mind wasg
h&mncrod that he would bo endowed with supernatural powers through
the iniluonco und guldun;e of the ulroady such ondownd mon. Alter
sufficiont time had oclupood to rocovor firom tho diet, ho was sent
out into tho wilderness on his own. 7“Thus alono, deop in tha
woods and unclothod, he was raghy to roeceive the mystorious
powers thut would sot him as a man apart. !

After many days ol terrific mentul concentration ;hd
poycicel self-denial, ho would come buck to the lodge as if in
a traicce He would intorpret his transformation 5y meens of a
scrice of dances and songs = that would have special significance
to thce membors of the secrot socloty. In tho -light of the
flickering fire, these impassivo countenanced men watchod
stclecilly, and listened uttentively as the novice whirled in a
pussionuto fronzy'bf duncing, at the samo time composing scngs
thet rdicated his infusion with the spirits that rovealed
tix 1wuives Lo him in his lonoly hours of sooklng thom. The

leade: Listenod for a particulur sound, %iat to them would
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signify that tho novico did ostublisch heavonly contact. This

unusual sound that tho sccrot ones coaght was tho whistlo of

- Scum=Sou, o raroly scen birdes The widstlo of thic blrd indicatod

stronzly o communication with anothor world. Tho candidato
would continuc to oxpress his interprotations of tho purportcd
heavenly contact till tho innor council leadors were saticfiod
that his sccondary trial mot with thoir approval. The exhausted
run was thon carried away to rcc&vor from this high tensioned
oraeal of physicel and nental efforf.

A probationary period of about o month followod befaore
ho was called for his third and final tost.

- This third test was grim in it finality. Tho solocted
recrult was clothod in the hide of Skilla - tho long=noased boar
that inhabited tﬁa islands at that fimo, and wero noted for their
forocity in facing nﬁy odds. For the first timo he was permit ed
tho honour of ontering tho secret lodge. The doorway was an

ral shaped entrance cubt out of a base of a huuo cedar carved nb

totem pole, This deslgn was to over rcmind all men of their

entrance into the world through the womb of a woman. Tho walls
insido woro covered with masks and costumes of all sorts. He
recognlzed the stark mask of death, called Tia tho Killor. - This
éoity prccidos over death by violence and uappears to, or 1s hecard
by thoso who arc about to dio in the fury of battle, or aro slain
by tho cold hand of murdor. Tho masks of tho croat Hial-Lungs,
or Thundcrbird, and tho doadly Ravon luerod down at him, lo £dw
tho jJars ﬁhat containoed the urine of boars and tho blood of

rmonsitrus.t womon. <+hese wero kopt on hand so tiut when the ilraer

vk
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counci lors wantod to spcuk and not lot the cars of tho suporraturul

boing h,h_, thoy would open tho jars becauso tuo supornatural

cplrits ucro unable to bear the odor and would doparte

at the mocning of 4t. Should oy mun prove carolcess or heodlss
in hin Spnoch,'or hold the secrot socioty up to ridiculo, this
maslk waz laced bofore his lodgo us a warning thut A he did rot
chango als thinking, tho spirits would causo him to disappear

forcvire Ono warning was cnou:al Looking; up, he saw carvoed cn

-

Ay Sarsd as

The mask of Han-Cul-Gaos caught his oye and ho shudcored

-
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tho cclling of the lodgo a multitude of stuars, wanich wore symvola

of tho doors tlwough wilch pood spirits passod whon they puddled

thoir canocs to the great Land of Lijght. Around the room wero

scattored little buaskets ol charcoal. This chiarcoal was rubbod
on tho lips by a spoaker immcdiately, if he had spolien anything at
wvhlcn ta .spirits mizht be offcnded. Iis action significd t6 them
thut no disrocpect was intendod, _

le notcd an uncovofod Jur of' carth which he knecw would
be coverod whon the cocloty members did not want tho carth to
seo what thoy wero doing. Colorful Chilikat blankota of exqulsito
dé¢sign, wrosted from the fiorcé-warriora of' Alaska, adorhad the
ﬁalls, and thore wero orngto‘ccromonlal robes made from the hide
of Sle=Gue, the lund otter, wiose soft silly fur was held in
high csteem for trade valuoe

Many othﬁﬁ objocté caught his wondering oyes as ho wacs
lecd to a solitury scat besido the fire. He was bade to sit dowvm
and faco the entire asscmblage,; who wore scatod across the fire
from him. %hey sat in rows according to ranik, Hour after hour
slippcd by till the 1odg6 becamo dark and smoley, 1it only by tho
fitful { ickering of the Tire. In the silence of -the muéky
codar lodge, the candidiéZo could hoar thu Jumping ol his,&rrutio

hcart boat, as tho thoughts of tho noxt ordeal flashod in his

-~

nind.
Alnost 1mporcopt1bl? tho innuer council loader noddod:

his nead, and instently four members Jumpéd to do his biddi:g.

rrom Lho confines of another smzll room they brought forth o

covered slabd and laid it beforo the soloctod aspirant. %his

dbnc, thoy quietly rosumed thoir ceats. The candidate stursd

unscoin;ly strailght ahoad, with pounding heurt and dry nmouta.

Sloi:ly the leader stood up, and from tho rolds of his robo orought

out a long fincly honed stonc knit'e of granitic rocle, o coolo

quictly, "O lioble Chosen One, you have done woll und tne i hiy
Belngs urc ploaseds They have told mo - here 15 & man orf miasure
anc w..thy ot tho honour of beinz a mcmbor in this orgunizciion.”

He pawod, "dith tals imploment or destruction, I commund ;ou to
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consune-vhet 1ies hlddea undor tho blunket. Thoro 15‘n7£'turnin;
baclk now) wiien you accopt tiis iaif'e you uccedo to my derund
uithout qucstion, and when i am saticlicd thct you have fulfillod
whot is cxpected of you then you will bocomc o member of our
{11lustrious compuny = a man your clein history will mark apart.
Tuké the Imifol™

Slowly the chozen ono,took'thoibrofferod knifo, and with
tunultuous heart carofully drew tnc blankot uside. A gasp of |
involuntafy horror welled up in hin. Tho body of an encmy

werrior that had been slain in buttle lay berorc him. A deep

rcvulsion soized him, coupled with a atrong desiro to flco that

éturing-corpse and tho inscrutoble eyee of hlso watchera; For a
Halda oven to touch a deud body was considerced revolting and
unclealie %o think he must go fwtlier than just to debase hin
person by touchins&it; ho raust dofilo his body by devouring ite
All the deop=routed instincts in him zried out agalnst such
depruvity of his being. In spinning montal tuwmoll his oyea
i |

sought blindly the unreadable faces of hils nentors, only to
cncountcf stony stares and a blealmoss of mion as they watched
his rcactionse. Summoning_pia.fuat wvaning courage ho plunged

the 1=ife into an arm and hucked it was a desperato fronzy.

“with shuddering breath and rovolting stomach, ho startod to chow
7

endé swallow tho flesh with a nausecating loathing, and «ll the timo

1
his nind scroamcd at him -~ “Carrion, currion, carrioni"

Yiith a desperution bura of nccessity to succced, ho

-

continucd his grisly foeust. llo sign for him to stop cunc from the

v

asscrivled nombers beheld his degradutlion. Finally the loador

impassive faced loader, as all tho glitterliy eyos of the

hold up uis hand and smapped out, "Salt water." Immediutoly
tvo mombers jumpod up and seizod the nvarly gibboring mun to
carsy Lia outside., They forced down his throat as much seca
vater ¢z ne could stund, tuon bade him gpew out cvery;thing, «nd
ik nad
the mun neoded no# more prompting. Rotching up all he had
conzuncd ho continuod drinking alterautoly Iresh and salt ve.or
Lill L way certain that no wmuroe of hls *Lleusi! runained in dm.
At 1.:i, palo but shaken, ho was led back into tho lodgo of
1wrrce.  Upon cnterins; ne porccived a different atmoshhore,
Agct o fuztlvo mood, Th; o % b bodts O

S eno, aud o ehecrlier Ulec

Ge
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brizhtenod the room.

Tho leader and his followvers woreo otill scated, as
tiouch uﬁaiting his ro-anﬁry, and ho stood before them oxpcctantiy.
ore loador looked at him a long time and said, "My council and
I have decided that you arc indoed worthy of the honour of being
with us. You have maaterdd thie most arduous tests that aro
dosignod to tax the hardiost of stronj neyved men. When cach one
of us touch our hand on your shoulder thoun truly you shall becomo
as w0 are now. A8 a droaded membor o: our invincible orpgunizo=
tion, all people will hold you in awe and feur. Fpom this duy

_lforurﬂd you shall tread the path of destiny with us. !oﬁ know
well the price for betraying our trust. My brotuor, hold your

. head nigh and look now at your equals." With taut thoe lcader
was tﬁe first to touch nis shouldor, and all followed suit.

Ehen'%ﬁey were finished, tho pale faced néuly made_°
member addr :sed.them, "Lt 1z indood an honour to be accopted
by this 1llustrious company. I shall necvor fail you as long as
tho waves waéh the boaches and theméﬁn risos on our mighty
island. I Will @efend to tho doath the socrots that this
organization eﬁtrusts.;o mo." Thus, he ontered with these words
a phase of life that he “nover boforo know osistod. ~

| burina‘tho long months that fdllowud he was still
rogarded as a novico. The m;ny intricate dances that were
employod to appeaso the various deitics wore taught to him. Ho
lcarned tho dancos that comemorated each scason in their‘ordgr.
Hend in hand with tho dunces went songs that suited the cccasion.

The many Doities thuat woro pald tribute includcd the
Contro;lér of tho Scasons, the sun, moon, stars, wind, carth, tho
tides, and the seas, If thoy wanted a fair wind to crosu the
vater, the Powoer that controlled the wind and soa was ap,roachod
in the form of a dance and a song proclaiming the greutness of
tho Do;ficq. $ tho heignt of tholr actiﬁitios, tho ritc of
ccashierlng tho dowm of a raro spoclos of duck over tho w..ter wﬁs_
car-~led oute In this way thoy appoaled to the Powors, w.d ut tho

o time aclmowlcedgod that thoy woruv at the morcy of a owor



5rc~tur than they posucuscd. Thoe general modium of transcnitiling
thoir offcrings was by firo. Tac disapﬁoaring cmokoe was

rcegarded as the connceting linkt betwoon tholr mutorlal world and
tho (rcat loyonde The socrot socloty mon rcusoned thut a mi;hty

Chior, viiom Lhoy ramod uhn-La-uu, or Chiof of Light, and the Uppcb

Land, wvas tho Mastor Controller living high in tho hoavens ina 4«

dazzling lodgo.

A3s tho novice becamo more endowed S} hia now status, -
tho ricasuro of his'cndoumont was revoalod by his ability to
compocce Songs and duncoﬁ of hisc own. Oftcn ho went on long
Jbgrnoys into the forest and fuastoed for a given length of time.
This pcriod was kmowm as 'chnxing tho days!, as ho could not
take food while on a fast, and at the same time would learn to
excrcico a spartan solf control. /"“

He gradually bocame fully acquaintcd'ulth all tho
dancos and thoir ﬁb&ninas. Thoy wero rolontlessly drilled into
hin so that in time ho could exocuto thom with flawloss procision.
Thoao duncos wero controllod by a hcad dancer, who indicatoed tho
steps by tho pitch in his vdice. llo lourned to handle ;hc h.avy
masks on his hé;d ana mupipulute the clovorly hiddon draw-strings
that gontrolled.tho Jaus of tne various carved un;mal or bird
- heads., Physicaily;lthoy maintained themselves in perfoct
condition to withstand the gruclling howrs of pcrformunco that
uas expocted of ‘thom.- ¢

imong the secrots that wore rovealed to him was tho
Ycorpset thut he ate. Mirst, coft odiblc roots were dug up ;hd
pounded 1 to a kind of mush, thon it was moulded around a huw:ian
skoletca. Aftor they finished simulating a human body on a
siteleton, tho corpse was carefully baled to a decop browm, and to
" 2ll intents end purﬁoscs roprosented a human body. The salt
vater was talen Immedlatoly aftorwurds to help spow up tho
doughy substance just in cuse tho bones did have some contamnoe
tion. fhid i3 _one of the majorﬁ roaséns scecret gocletlios wore
fiarcd 5o much, bocause if thoy ato human bodiles they woro

consisic.od capeble of doing anything. The newly clocted man's

mind vzs Lmmonsoly relloved by this information..

Lot



-
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The final test of these long months of £ruinin5 cuno
waen ho mado his first debut in public, Tho leader would
sinc-le hiim out to give a solo porformancé so that all might sco
his inter rotations of being visited by tho supornatural belings
while tchewing the dayst!e 7Thls solo porformance marized als
compluto accoptance into that fraternlty which loft its maric
decop in tho history of the Haida nation. 7

The basis on which tﬁeae socrot sociotics wore founddd,
was that they ereatod the belief of thelr boing cndowed with
extraordindrj powers ~ bLordering on tho edge of boeing supernatural.
Througn this idea, which was planted écep in the minds of tae -
ﬁopulaco, they commmunded fear Irom thoir encmics as uéll as
thoir own pcople. This foar was basod on a decep drcad, boecauce
of what thoy were capable of doing. 2Psychologically, thoe idea of
sccrot :ociéties was well conceivad. Phe Haida aristocrats were
naturally ppotccébd by thoir blood, as tucir cntire social
structure UQS-EOVGrnGd by rank. Tho hobility who comprisod the
secret societles had enormous power and prostipze = and who
daercd challenge their authoriiy? Uere they not the lcaders of
their cluans? Their position was similar to thut of thé ancient
Caesars, they could do no wrong, and thoce that questionod thom
wereo cimply disposed of. On tlic other hand, many of tndse men
composcd tho governmont or the councils of the village.
Concacuently, through their influenco they instilled into tae
peorle a high degree of apggrossiveness, so that even today on
this fur=-flung coastline of Zritish Columbia in qguiot bays and
rliver mouths, ono can find rotting rernmants of codar lodges and
decuying bonos that maplcod the muwrdorous forays of thoso
audccious marauders in thoir coaczoloss quost for loot and slavos.
Some cocmall villngés on tho coact today owe thcir slze to tha
assculis of.these bold sca lords in their swift raids of

congucst,

These raidcs, and tho terror that was inspired by chose
fuarleos ralders, were primarily engincered by tho men of tio

sccrul cocietles whose main purposo was to divido and conguor

toc 2.1 ¢p Indian trlbes whorever thoy wvero found,



carth, but is stlill within memory or a fow aged Indfans living

in {hoir villagea, and who remembor the uom‘edutionf' of

Golicn Soa Lordse
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