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':';.~ men thrlt co:nposed these. secret soc1ctic~ ~-10:.. .. e 
e, Ii'~ 12 

::-.:..c.c \.:.) 01:.::; ot t~ di 'to in Haic..i no~ili t-y. To quo.11.ry t or 

t~--.~~ :.~.)::t · j.._._loU!lly gu.:.rclod clique, th.e chosen candid~to mu.ct 

m:,.:i ~t.:.5t l:..'.l.·:c,; on both a,idos ot his .t~ly o.riatocrc..t.:.c blooc. a-1 

b~ck they could truco> This was dono by intc~pr0tin.c 

\ ,) -~o sixty 1·e~t in l"bnG~h, ·horo not objoct5 o::.· .~v:.:·.:.hi:.:., 
: . r . . ,. . . . . 

o.z cor.1.~only m~pµonod, but oimply. u. cu.rvo~ _history o~ ~o_ o~_-.n~r· i .s 

c~,·.·od t!: :. -.lood::1 o:f: prowoss and clol-y that strotc~~cd. do\m f:.•.)r:: 

.... ..., ... r ... .. --·-.,, to the proaont pos:.c:l~Ol"' 3 lute$.t cxp:.oit o~ 

C (. •• _•u .... c . - ., wc.:1 considcrod w_ort!1.y enough to '..)e r.:.on.oured b_· 

c ; :=- ;.:od. ~.: .. ... ~:i1a~ure, thon subro.ittcd to tho rulin:; ch1ot and :--..:.s _ 

c . ..: ~:.:..11 : ·": . It: :th.oy were ~o.t1s1'1cd thct the curvod hictorJ : . . ;.:J 

... : .. ; .-:.c..,ti-, ~.--.o or~ctor was i;i von 11orr.1ission to carvo and r n.L .. 

.'.l. !Dlo t .:. c. .;pccifiod len~th tho.t tho chief docrood. 'l'hc scc~•...:t 

!; ..; :i.o<;y ~.: ·.rho dolvod into the h1stvry of the choson co.ndi.duto 

::.n cxhausttvo research of tho young ~n• s fan ily 

I 

~-c. vor~l rco.:;on3 could d1s<i~al1fy h1.n throUuh no tuu?.. 

in buttlo nnd ro~do u ~luvo. In their oyos, it 
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indii.;n:!.tio :; or :Jlo.vt.?ry in tho ho.nda o~ le.:iaor pooplo. \·Jhon in 

b~ t tlo, i i' Li!. cupturo wus cc1•tuin, a. noblomun wuo i'acod With. 

tho hui-c. c !K,ico oi' boin(; captured ulivo, to dio by hio own hand, 

or ch..u~Go i a to tho c~rtuin dotlth 01" a. ourta.1n 01• onerrcy- o.rrown -

and t:~u:3 rc·:uin hi~ ::.tutus and thi.:.t of: his doi:;condcmtn. Very 

ro\1 . of tr·_c, ::uicla nobi}-ity wcro tukon pl"13oner. To t i..1.0~.-e born of 

h.1£h blood , honour bud no prica ta.e. Howovor, if ono wo.s 

co.pturcd under c1rcu.'1lst9-ncos boyond his control1 ho could bo 

rc..n::;o::ied ,11 ;h trade eoods - sot exa.ctly accordin~ to his rm k. 

On his rclc _1.;:o, he would posumo his rcnlc in his clan. · By the 

very re.ct o_ .. having been captured, neither he nor his de&condantr? . . 
would 01:cr bo · a.c.1.--uttod into a secret society. Tho so haroh 

stu-:1.dc.rds coyorned a Haid_µ. noblcmun•s concluct 1n bo.ttle, and ho 

ua~· &.over con:.cious o:r his duty to tho conora.tions .th.s. t would 

follow hi;.1. 

Tho socrot ooc'iaty ocrutino~rs who i::;earchod into t he 

you.--i~ mans s background ·and history woro e specio.lly careful in 

ocokir.c a peculiar st1ema known o.s "Alc~wa"• or Murkod with the ----
-?addlo 131--a.nd'. 'l'his stain was doo.dly 1n it!; meo.ni~. Thio blot 

of dishonou:- wa:1 broucht about in bloody clun 1'ouda, ot which 
• 

thoro \le:> <? m.J.ny nmoll{; tho Hnida.s. 

I.r one clan ha.d killod a. noblomo.n of tho oppon1nc c'":!.nn; , 

and by tho fortuno::i oi' wur tho clan which ha.d killod the noblor:10...1 

wore conquc~jd, tr~ victorious f~ct1on do!'il!lndod .full indor.mity 

tor their ~l1in nobloma.n. The nncient law of an oyo for nn oyo 

and ll. too t h f or a tooth \;as co.r:-!.ed out in the .t'ullost senoo ot 
the word. This claim, when pa.id, was dona by ono or two mo t.."lods. 

j.'110 fir3 t \ .:. :::i by direct paymont o!' tho ~luin 1;~~n• !:l worth o.nd 

potontio. ... '· : .. llue, a~ oot by oota.l>l1shod procodont3. Tho scule at 

v:iluo i n 1:r~de £,;Oods was rockonod by so rnuny copper plo.quos, 

l.frtl.ch. \ , c :- a :.old o.s a. high monotary r.iua.suro or uonlth amon~ tho 

lbido.!l; :.. e,,:; !'to.in number 0£ canoos hoi-m to a specified lone th -

w i ".;h th~ cc ;~~1uorme cla.n• s crost curved on ea.ch vosaol; 

c~ronC: c. ~1 of: an ullotod numbor of ola.vo!l• both mulo u.nd fom.:.1); 

r ol1nq_u 1 · ··!.'. :- -..: purcol:i. 01· land W! 'l lch u::iuo.11:, oontn.1nod 1·1chl11t: or 

t :::-~~pi:-i~ ·-.: i: 'lt:1 o'.mod by tho :.uuj~utod clo.n • . 
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I r i.110::.0 conclitioru:J of ropu'~rio.tiou. woro rnct aa lo.id 

do,:a bJ°' c~: :.i.:>J.ichvd lu.w, then tho acoro ·or honour llo.3 con~iccrod 

wiped cloc.n. 'i'hoso ntrint;ont dcr:1and:J, if puid, · u~uo.lly irupov-

ori::.hod u cl; .. ui, but they su:itainod thoil"' nwno u$ that or 
honouru'L)lo man. 

'j,'ho othol.' altornutivo \tun cruel 1n ito 1mpl1cut1on. 

A n1a..'"l or t:10 -a::uno ro.nlt as -the Lla.in noblom.m oi.thor o1'1'arocl 

him3oli', or wo.s designa.tod bJ tho lco.dors of the overthrown 

clan to be hold as a ho~taco, pond1ne turthor• doliboratlo:n. 

Ii' the captors chose to kill hi."":l,· then tho 1ndobtodnoss wan 

c.uto:n.i tically wiped out. '.4'he capt-ivc nobleman, lmow1ne tha. t 
. 
his clan co~d not mcot tho oblic;ation, could of1 .. or to roo.lte 

the ~upremo 30.crifice - thu::. cuncollinB tho liability,. ond 

bo ovcrmor o rovoi•ed in taluo ol' clory by his clo.nmnon, o.nd 

at tho c~nc timo winn~ the ro3pect of his opponcnta. · Tho.~ , . 

in turn would ·~l'.l?ld his crost in. hig~ .~steorn bJ rocoenizi,nz 
.= 

that ho hold honour a.""Qovo his lire. The decision. of puttin& 
' I 

him to dcut:1 or kcppinG him. o.live rested wlth his cuptors. 

Dy !ccopil'\_; him alive, he was a livino colla.tora.l tor tho 

te:-..i=1 demanded, and his clan p.Wl t po.y the full icloroni ty 

for his roloa.3e. ; . 

In this sta.to of' bond~{!:O a.11 runlc wan Gtrippod 

fro::i hir:1. ~·faile not troa.ted us a. m0nia.l, tho conquoro1•a 

tolGrutcd h.i:·:i bocauso of the potentia.l woo.1th ho ropros-

c:-. t~d. It, :-iowovor, tho 1ndobted clo.n h.:ld exhaun tcd ovory-

mcu.n:; to ::.•:....i30 the compcnsn.tion a.nd 1"'ound that thoy could 

not pn.y t ":lc sot prico~ t.'1-ioy co.'-:'lo to tho victor3 with thoir 

pu.c.dlo:; .:.~-i t : .. cir shoulder:J to oicnify the. t thoy could not 

rnuc t tho .ir pu.rt of th.o bu.reuin, o.nd by <loins ao woro 1'01.•cod 

to o.ccop t t r.o i'1:?rlc o.f tho ?o.ddlo Dr.:..nd. It wa.s u ch1111nc 

sicht t o ~i·.e cuptivo nobleman, o.s ho lmc,-1 that .from that do.y 

fori-:urd :-:o o..n.d hlo clo.n would bo lmoun nc A~wu, u .ru to 

rccc..rucc. a :-. 6. shameful do~ro.dution to d1Ghonour nnd ruin. 

~-·r oo mon could p:iddlo unywho1'90., but tho::;o mt.U"kod 

with tho ;~'.p ro. etc.in hud . to roccivo pc1•ml~::;1on .from tho 

.faction t.:·::,t. they woro indobtcd to l>cfoi .. o thoy could travol 

i 
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:.1n:,-;1:-.0:--c .-_ 'l'ho nob111 ty lon t thoir co.eta ond ru.r1k. -'l'ho;r woro no 

lorcc:" c \) :ioultod a.:i tho1r opinion co.l'l'iod no woicht. ltor.wl:,', 

thu r :..:.~~~l:~ clo.n~oo m:.lrrlod tiloir equivalent in othor cronto, 

but n:-i lo~~ u::i thoy \-lo_ro tainted u1 th tho l>o.ddlo nro.nd, 

m.::i.rr1:;.co ua.~ imposo~blo •within tho. t runlc. 'i'i.10 firot born non 

of tho C!'l:.~.r• s :.1:.ter .• ,a.3 tho ·herodit~y oucco:.nor to . the 

chio.ft..iin::;hip, but thl!. nophow uo.o novor ro.forrod to in 

re~drd t::> th;it hieh o.fi'ica an lons aa tho Brund wa.~ upon thCTll. 

Tho line ua:i considorod 'potentially doo.d. TLlOy \lcro .forb1ddw 

to ore.ct Go.~-Cunga.1s or Livo .reiust!l. Tho crowning glory 

or a.n old chiot was to croct a. totom polo und givo a. lo.v1oh 

bar.quot to procl;iim tho dcods ot he and his a.ncostors. As 

lone c.s thi$ ~ov.dod cur:io wo.3 on them, nothing ot thi::; no. turo 

~:o..:. u.llo\1cd. I.r ·tho conquorcd clan wanted to co o.ny cli5tunce ., . 

~or hu..~tl'I\;;- or .fis~ne, thoy i'irst hnd to ~oc0ivo permisnion 

i'rom t'hoi1' conquerors, o.nd thon porhapa they woro gro.nted a 

limited time ot uboonce. Tho ill-1:~tod 1'uction lived 

virt~~lly ono stop a.bove slavery. Tho seyority or thono 

inpl~cublo torr.is US\Ul.lly dcmor~lized a clan into eventual 

cor:.plato obocuity nnd s~m9., from which thoy novoi .. i .. ccovorod. 

Aa lo?l.B na this 1gnomi~ous tarnish of honour on on-y 

clo.n c:~i!ltad. thoy or thoir .futuro do3condll.llts woro nutomo.t1cc.ll;y 

b~rotl ovcrr.iol'O 1'rora. entorinc; tho .... ro.nko ot o. oocrot ~ocioty • 

.Ever.. tod J.-:i· ar:10:ng tho romno.nts o1: the onco proucl So;i Lords of tho 

Horth~ t :io wqrd Algua. is bo.nd1ed around 1'oolishly bJ those \,;he_ 

do not k.."l.c~-1 1 t::. impl1co. tion. Old cu3 tomo o.nd tr a.di t1ons -dio 

:-~rd, a::; t :1.ooe foi--mor aoo. wolveo havo ju.,upod :rro:n tho ntono a.cs 

to tr.e: r; ;col ueo in looo tho.n o. contury, W1d their uncient la\. :1 

into 

~he secrot society l~adcr:. vory curofully ncrutinizci 

~clcctod ccndidutot s 11 .f~rnlly troou, a .s ony defoct, hc.1-

cvo:- c;;-::J.11, would eliminato hie entry into tho ominou:i -J:ro. torn1ty. 
. \ 

i·,'hon t:10 yo~ rtl.'1ll• o bo.cker.ound uas .found to bo a.ccoptCLblo, hiJ 

prl v1.,. t c lil'o \la~ nou1•chod into \:i th m1cl .. oc.:coplo thorou,:;;l1J1ooz. 
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pol'~onally 1'or bravory, o.l.>111 ty urnl counclnoo:1 or Judt;mont. 

A nocoooo.ry quu.litJ '£or ovury r.ia:i l>olonclnc to tho 

croup \ -rn.:1 ::ilonco. l::ach momb01' \-lao swo1"n to socrocy nnd novo~ 

to 1•cv0 ... l tho i•~ticatlono or th'3 Ol"Ganization. l•'ui. luro to 

keep hi:; lips ~ealod n1ou11t dca.th, no thol'O was 110 cecond crumco. 

Ho convcniontly •didd.•, uncl tho mc.nnor or his pu.ooi.nc W0.3 not 

1nqui1•cu. into by mc:11be~o or his family.. Thus, a otrict ohrotid 

or nocrccy wao built around tbor.1 oo thc.t ovon todo.:, vor"j littlo 

13 knowa a.bout thom, o.nd tlle1r mothods, bocauso no ono out::;1<lo . 

,~as inf orniod. Thoy wore nevor a lu.rgo body of m011, but kopt to 

·a small ti~ht exclusive circle. 

· Once a man• :i porsonal history ·4l?lu bt&.clcgrou..'1.d wa3 

established; nnd accopted to the ~o.tisfaction or the innor 

c\Juncil ~eaders, ht> 'Wa:J thGn tul(on to t :1oir ~c,c:..•et lotlso doo_z> in 

the forost. T'no exact locution of the lodge wua known only to t..~e 

r.ierr~be::."::.. Thia Wtl'S not only a h~adquo.rtoi .. for th.oil" co:1clavos, 

but ul::.o a storehouso •.ror thoir })a.raphoj.•naliu of dancing 

cost'Jl'tlo::. u.nd ceromonial ma.sl:=i. These thou.tr1cru. trapr,ino!l 
\I 

playud o. part in convincii1g tho poople · of tho ir suporna. tur..i.l Gifts. 

The· .future membor or tho society now hnd to ung.orco 

certain te:1t:i to O.S!l\ll'O his entry. lie wo.a shown tho lodso, but 

not pormittod to ontor C1t thut tirno. Tho f1rot uct wo.s to strip 

off a.11 his clothoo. 'l'his symbolizod that the body mw.t be 

cloa.n uocl or all hurnu.n impur1t1o:J nnd contact. Hia body wu.o th.on 

wa~r.od in o. nca.rby strewn, or with tho hoo.vy dow in the foroat. 

Ai'tc:... t hi:i wa.s dono, o. .row - poo:::;ibly tlu"oo momboro of tho 

orgu:iiza.tion, <li:1C1pporu .. tid into tho 1'ol. .. c::1t ui th him for ·a po:::•1od 

of a~o~t ton days o~ more. 

Durine thio in1t1~1 tost ha wu~ not perr:tl.ttod to drink 

wo. t 0!' or- pClrtalto or rood. Tho roason :ro:::- thi o Vo.a to ga.uco his 

cupJ.c i t:r for ~oli'"-conti .. ol u:1d endurance. 'l'ho powor or r.1L."1d over 

body wus on<i of the eron-tont virtuoo~ 1n their eyoa,, tlu:.1. ono 

coul<l lJ~:rnoGo. Tho Cllildidato wus clo~oly ob~1,..,rvod ut all t:.;:10::i 

ror c.ny wo...1.lcc:11n~ or uill-pm-101•. II1!l cOlnpanions oxtoll~tl t :10 

clo1'iC;:; 01' l.>01.n~ cho~c,n to bo r..dmlttod to ouch u. po\/cl'l°lll -.> .\; ~~ni-
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\:oulc.l c~ '.; c.rnl drinl: \li th roli:1h bci'oro hi::; huncr:, oyos, but "..;i.10 

cun<ll<lo.tu \Illuld c;ivo no indicu.tion oi" h~or or ·th1r:.1t, a.a ~u.ch 

u zicn 1:til)1t j\lopardizo .his po~it~on. lio lcnow thu.t hi~ ovcr-J 
. . 

o.ction would bu \Joichcd und con~idcrod. 'l'ho xcrot nocioty 

l<;acici-:; concluded thu t unyono who c.lr~t copiously or Cl to to a. 

point 01' be:i.nG ovoi--cor-£:Od wu.o cornplctoly lo.eking in tho funca..-

montal::i or \lill polior.· 'l'hw:i, if ono could not o:tercine hi!l 

control bJ curbin~ tho dooiri: for tho necosoar·:r ountona.nco or life 

tor a. liinitod t.imo, ho wa.s ju4sod o.s luclcin~ the vitul q_uo.lity 

thut uas reqairod to c.clm.1.t him. t 

lhving passed tho f~st pho.~o or hiG initiation, be , 

- . ate ~puciu.lly prllparod !'ood, and ~olectcd herbs tho.t wore kr.own 
, 1 

to con;;uln p~ging powdrs. · This inclicatod thClt che body mu;..t bo 

puro 1~1.:1ido as woll _u.s outside, ao uo to 1 .. ccci vo o.nd absol"O the 

spiri.tual powora that thE, ::iccrot society momb'ers wore purpo-•tod 

to hava access to. Whilo widori:;oin~ this diot, into hie mind wa!l 

h:.L.--:u:-.e;;rod t~t he would bo ondoue<.! with supcrna.turo..l powoi•n ~hrouch .. 
the J.ni'luonco u.nd culdunco or the tLlroud:, :iuc h ondound mon. Al.''.;o:J.' 

auffiolont timo h.ud ulupood to l"Ocovoi-- fl .. oin tho diot, ho' \·run oont 

out into tho ul.ldornooa on hio oun. Thuo ulono, doop in thil 
.... 

woods a~tl unclothod, ho wus roady to rocoive the myntorioun 

pov;ep:.; thu t would sot h1m a.s a man apart. 
-A.1"ter muny duys of tarrl£ic m~nt~l concentration and 

pey:.;:l.co.l solf-denio..l, ho uould co:no buck to the lotlgo Cdl ii' in 

a tr..:J.cc. "\ 
He would 1ntcn~pret hin trunsf orr:ia. tion by mca.."ls of o. 

:}(;:'i0!.; of d'4ncos and so~s - that would huvo spt.:cial sicnlficu:~co 

to tho. mer .. bora o~ tho sec1·ot Doc1oty. In tho -light 01" tho 

.flick c.rin[; tiro, these · im:,J0.33ivo countenanced mt:3n wo.tcnod . 

. stc~. c .. ~ly, and 11::.tcnod uttontively un thl.3 ~1ovico whirlod i n o. 

pus~i0r.utu fronzy \of <luncinc, o.t tho oar.1O timo composinc 5cnc~ 

th!. .. :. :.; llic::a.tcd lu.3 1n1'u3ion with tho spirits thut rovoulod 

the.. 1::: -;: V<.;a to him 1n hio lonol:, hours oi' ::iaokin,e thori1. 'l'h.£. 

• 
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clsni1'J tha t tho novico did o~tu.blich hcc.vo_nly contact. Thie 

u.nucual :;o\.:.nd that tho !;Ccrot ono!l c. -Ja,;ht wu::1 tho \lhi:ltlo or 
!:ic:.i..":1-;,ou, n rarely ocon bird. 'i'h.o \l~~u tlo or th1c; blrd inr11catod 

~tron.:;ly u c.or::mun1cut1on with another world. Th.o candidate 

would co:1ti:1.uc to oxpro::rn his i11torpi"otutiono of tho pui'portcd 

hcavcnl:; cont~ct till tho i1mor council louclors WGl'O oa.tic1'iod 

th::.~ hi!; occondo.ry tria.l mot with thoi1 .. approvo..l.· Tho oxha.u:Jted 

mun \-;ao then ca.rriod e.waY, to rccovor from th1a h.1t,;h tonsionod 

ordeal of peynica.l and monto.l effort. 

A probutiono.ry po.c-iod or o.bout a. month 1'ollowod bo!'are 

ho uas cc.llod for his third o.nd final tost. 

'i'lli~ third test wo.~ cri.'11 in it 1'1no.lity. Tho ~oloct<::d 

l'~cru1.t wo.s clothod in tho hido of Skillu - tho lo:ng-noood boar 

that in:u'oited tho isle.nds n.t th.at tir.io, o.nd wei"o noted £or- thcir-

!'orocity L"'l facing nn::t oddo. l"o1" tho 1'ir:;t timo ho was porr:iittod· 

~ho ho-:iou.r o~ ontorinc tho secret lodge. '.i.'b.e doorway was on 

oval s~~pcd ontrunco cut out of n baao or a hu.:;o cedar co.rvcd 
I 

totem~. 'l'his tlosl~n wus to over remind al). men 01· their --
e:1.tra.n~o into the 1,orld through the wor11b or u t-:om.1n. · Tho \./o.ll.., 

i:1.::iido wo:-o covered with r.U1.sks und costun1es of nll sorts. Ho 

recoc;:iizccl tho ~tarlc mnok or -douth; cc.llod Tiu. tho_!iJ.lor~ .. ?hls 

doity p::-ocidoo over don.th by violence :.ind uppeo.ro to, or in hc..1.rd 

by tho~o \,ho c.ro about to die 1n tho t:ury o:t: battlo, or nro 5la1n 

b:r tho c old hund or murdo:-. 'l'ho mn:1!cs 01• tho crout llio.1-L~o... /V\.., 'c. 
o:- 'fy.w~·l1_ 1':.>1rd, und tho <lea.dly Huvon luorod doun ut hir.1. Ho caw ,(~ 

tho jo..rc tru! t contained the urlno or bow.".:1 und tho blo0tl of 

r.ion~ tru:.~ .t .woman. ~'h.o:;o wcro leapt on ha.nd oo t:u. t when tho 1.·_ncr 

councillo::-.:; wo.ntod ·to cpcu.lc nnd not lot the ca.ro 0£ tho :rnpor.: t~ul 

boint;:; h .,~, thoy uoultl open tho jurs 'bcco.uco tllo oupornu.turul 

unable to bco.r tho otlor n.nd woultl c.oi)urt. 

a. t the; r,,JC..."linc of: !t. ~houlcl my num provo curolo~n or l'l.codll :Ja 

in hi:: n j>ooch, or hold tho cecrot nociot:r up to r.tcliculo, thic 

r.-.:..~!: \::: ~ ·•lo.ccd boforo hi:; °lodco ..:.~ u wo.rni~ ti~ t 1£ ho did 1.ot 

ch:,nc0 h ::: thinktns, th,.> cpi~it~ \1oulcl co.u~o him to di:Ju!)r,oo.r 



j 

thu ccll:n~ 01' tho lodco a. multitutlo o1' ::.~:J.ru, \,hich wore cymtol:J 

of tho <l,>-)~"":. t!u .. oui,;h which c.:;ood ::pirita pu:;~otl whon thei i)ucld_lcd 

th.air caTJ.oca to the crcat Lo.nd of Licht. Around the: roor.i wcro 

~ca ~to:,cd li ttlo buolccts oi' chn.rt!oal~ 'l'hi~ cl1a.rcoo.l t·m.o rubb·:Jd 

on tho lips by a. &po~lco1'" im.-ncdic.tcly, it ho had opolcon unyth inc o.t 

\:hich t:-.. o ::.piri t::. rnicht be o:t.'i'cmlod . His a.ction ni~nifiod t o t ho:ri 

thut no rlicrocpcct w~s intondod. 

Uo note~ un uncovorod . jar 01• o:.irth ul1ich. ho knew would 

be covo:.. .. vd ·11;.10:1 tho oocioty mcmboi .. c did not wa.rit tho earth t o 

::.co wiw.t thoy uoro doing. ColorJ.'ul Chilka.t blankota of exquioito 

dcs1c;n, \lrostcd 1'1 .. om. tho !'iorco· wo.rriors 01' Alaolco., adorned t he 
. . 
walls, and thore woro ornuto ccromon1.il r oue::i r.i:ido i'rvm tho hide 

of Slc-Guo, tho lund otter, W1lOSO ::101't "ttillcy fur wu.s held in - --· ----hlt;h os tcor,1 1·or tr ado' va.luo • 
. 

M~ other objects cu.usht his wondorint:; oyos a.s hv uc.:; 

lctl to u solitury scat be~ido tho fire. Ho was bude to sit ~o\ln 

u."'ld fa.co the entire nsscmbla.c;o; who woi,o soa.tod a.cross tho .fi~c 

from him. ~hei :rn.t in I'0\1~ accordinr; to runk. Hour a.:rter hour 

clippoci by till the loclgo becwno do.rl, und nmolcy, lit oniy by tho .. 
fitful t : 1c!ccr:i.nc o.f tho 1'iro. In tho silence o'i: ,tr~ rnurl:y 

coclo.:'" lodco • tho · cnndida~o could hoa.r t :lo jur:1pinc oi' hi::1 __ orru. tic 

hoo.rt boo.t, a.a tho thoueht~ o~ tho no;ct or dou.l 'i:laahod in hls 

m1nd. 
... 

AlJ'O.ost 1r.lporcoptibl1 tho inn~r council louder nod~oJ 

hi~ :iea<l , and 1nsta.., tly .fou:- racmbcr:1 jU.'lli)td. to do hi3 biddi:":C• 

1-'ro,:-, t hu con!'ines or a.nothe:r s.1~11 room t'ho y brought .forth c.. 

cov.::r-c.d slo.'b and lo.id it bef'o:-o the coloctcd uopirMt. '1hi J 

done II t ~1oy quietly rosu.--;icd their ceats. \ candidate ~t~ .;d 

un!j c.o .1.n :_;ly stra.icht a.hoo.d, with poundi~ hl.!t..rt c.nd dJ:.-'J r.1.out .1. 

Slo·.:1-:,r tho loader stood up, nnd .fro1':l t.~o 1'ol<l::: o:r his robo .)ro0lt 

ov.t :.l lon[; finely honed atone lmil'e oi" c,rani tic rock. · I":o :;·)ol:o 

qu1 (; t l y, 11 0 Uo";)lo .Cho:::\.!:1 Ono, you havo u.on0 \ioll u.""ld t h o I·ii _;hty 

Be;L~=: urc plouoed. 'i'hcy hc..ve told. no - hero i~ u r.1un 0.1.' xr . .:, :i!;U!~o 

~me: ·.-:-~:..- th:r 01• tho honour 01· bcin.3 a. r.1c~nbor in this orc;:i.ni.:::: ~ion." 

r.. ., . 

... 
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c.::>~::u;:~.'.l . \:: .~t lio!l hldtlon un<lor tho bl~nkot. •ij;huru . ir. _ no/ t...rn!.n~ 

l>~c l: n ,;'.;; \iiwn you uccoi,t ti..1::. k.li1'o ~iOU t.l~ coc:o to my clor,a·.nd 

\Ii thou.~ ~~ucr.tion, o.nd 11hon I ~il 3ut1=.f1oC: t:1.r... t ;1ou havo 1\ .. 1.f~llod 

1;h::..t. i~ cxpoct~d or you then you .will bocor,1u o. ... 0mbur or our 

illu::;tl•lou~ co1~i.pany - a. mun your clo.l·, 111::.tor:r Hill t!lllI'k a.pa.rt. 

Slowly tho chozen ono . took · tho Pl"01'forod kn11'o., o.nd with 

tu.--:iultuou~ hcurt cnro.fully drew tho blo.nkot uoido. A cu~p or 

1nvolw-.tary hori"or wollod up in hil:1. Tho l>ocly or un onorny 

wai•rtor thc.t ha.CA. bce:;n olo.in in bu.ttlo llly bo1"01•0 hir.l. A deep 

. ro'vul~ion aoizod him, couplod w.ith a. oti'ong <lcsiro to tloo that 

sturinc · corpse El.Ila. tho inscruta.blc oJe& of hlo wa.tchoi•n. For a 

Hedda. c.ven to touch ti duu.d body wa.o considul"O(l rtivoltillt; ~,d 

uncloa"ii. 'l'o think he must co .rui-tl4cr . thun ju~t to deba.:Jo hio 

pe;r::.vn. by touchins _it, ho rauo.'i; <lv1'ilo hi3 body by devc.,m"'iliG it. .. : 

clcpruvitt ol' hiG being. In spi1i.'1.it.z niontul tul":noil h!..s O"JOO 

nou.::;ht bli.ntll.y the unruo.da.ble .racos or hls r,wntora, on1y to 

cncounte;r s t~ny. ctai•es and a bloalmoso or mien. us they W'-1.tchcd 

his 1---;;actions Su."n.~on:i..r~ hi3 .tu::.t uunlnc cow.•o.sc ho plur~,1d 
• 

-· uith ~l1u.uclcrinc brev.th und rovolti~ stoma.ch, ho aturtod to chow 

c.r.cl swallow tho .flosh with n nau3011til-ig lori'~h.1.ns, and u.ll tho timo ..... 

his raind oc1•oa.n1ocl n t him - "Cu.;-rion, CW.")~ion, co.1•1 ... ion1" 

With n tloep0rution burn o~ nocaD~ity to succoou, h u 

coat:i.::1u0cl hi.:J cri3ly foust. Uo sien fc;r him to atop cw-.10 fi•o;;i the 

irn1_:n1.!,~ivc fc.ccd luuclcr·, u.s all tho e;littfJPL1e tJ:fOS or the 

hold up :us hand uncl ::.mupped out, "Salt wu.t<.r. 11 Irr1r.1edi:1toly 

tuo r:~o:d.> ur!l ju.':l:)ocl up and :rnizod. tho nua.rly eibborine m,"n to 

c~•~: 1...i::i outuiclo. 'l'hey 1'orccd <lown hia thl .. out U!1 mucl1 :;ua. 

l).:.1.tc1· ~: h0 coul<l st~n<l, t·aon bud~ hirn t'.1)C\l out cvor.:;thln~;, ........ ,d 

t . . . .J \ nc r~:m neodcd no, more promptinc. ilot.chinG up ull he hc..<l 



... 

br~~htcnod tho room. 

. 
- - - ---... , ....... ,. ·«-•-• I.- , ·•~-:-• 

~ho lca.tlcr cmd hln follot101 .. o ,rnro ntill ncutctl, o.3 

t11o~h a.wo.itinc hin ro-ant1 .. ·y-, o.nd ho atood bcforo thc:n o;q:i ccto.n.tly. 

7r:.o lou.tlor loo!:cd at him a. lonL; timo uncl no.id, "l1y co1..:.11cll und 

I ho.vo <!ocidod tho.t you o.ro 1nclood \1oi .. tpy 01' the honour of' boinc 

uith u:i. You ho.ve ~:itc:-od the r:10::;t o.rduouo to&ta that ura 

dooicnod. to to.x the hardiest _or Gtroi nc:uvcd mon. When each_ ono 

or tis touch our hnnd on -:;oui .. shoulder ·than truly you ohnll bc.:como 

o.s 1-;o o.:-e now. Aa o. droudod m~iu.bor of our l nv .tncible ort;unizo.~ · 

tion, o.11 poo1>~0 will hold 1ou in uwe and feui... l•'ror.1 thia du.y 

forwa.rd you shull treo.d the patll or dGotiny with ua . You know 

well the p:-ice r-,r bctro.yin3 our tru:Jt. Hy brother, hold your 

head hlch o.nd look now at your equo.J.s.n i·Jith t~t tho louder 
... 

-wa.s tho .first to touch llis shouldcl. .. , o.nd ull followed suit. 

When they uere fin1~hed, tho pQ.10 l'a.ced newly 1n~do 

:uc~bcr ad<U'oc~ed them, "it is indood an honour to oe uccoptcd 

· by this illustrious company. I shall novor tuil you as long ao 
\ 

• I •••• ,, . . . .. 
tho mives wash tho boaches a.nd tho SWl rioos on our miehty 

1:.lru1.d. I \-rill dofend to tho doc.th the Docrots th.at this .. 
orcaniza.tion entruats to mo: 11 Thus, he ontorod with tllcco wordo 

o. phnso of li1'o that ho ··novoi .. botore know o:ti:1tod. 

Du:L .. inc· tho long ruonthu that 1'ollowod hG wua otill 
.... 

racurdod o.s a. novico. i'ho mo.ny intricate dtmcos that were 

e-:-:1;>loyod to a}>peo.so tho various doitios woro ta.ught to him. Ho 

learned tho dunco:1 thut coHnemorated ·euch ocuoon 1n their order. 

Hund in h:lnd with tho d.!nco·s wont Gongn_ thut suitod tho occa.~ion. 

~e many Deities thut woro paid tributo included the 

Cont:-ollcr of tho Sca.sun:1, the sun, moon, otnrs, wind, c n.rth, tho 

tidcG, and tho acus. It they ·wanted u fair uind to cro::: ~t tho 

tho Powor that controlled tho wind a.nd noa. wn~ np_.,rouchod 

1:-1 t:1.c rorr,1 of a. dunce and a. non~ procluiminc the gre:ti.tnc ::,s of 
I 

At tho hcic;ht ot: tho1r uctivitlon., tho rit,j or 

co:~ ·~•;1..:rln~ tho do'.rn of a. raro spocion of duc1c ovor tho w:·.tc1 .. wu:::; 

c .:..1' .• ·. cd out. In 'thic uo..y thoy uppou.lcd to the Pouoi-•3 • ru .tl u t tho 

lO. 
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thoi:."' offcrinso wa.s by .firo. '.l'h.c di.cap,,on=-ir~ cmoko uo.o 

rcc.!rdccl o.:; tho councctin~; li~i: botuoon tholr m:.i.torial i:orld o.nd 

tho Grcut ;~oyond. Tho ooc1'ot :.1ocioty mon rcu~onod thu.t a. r.il~ht:r 

Chlo~ 1 \;i10,,1 tlloy lj.ar.lOd Sho.-ta.-lio.,._ or Chior of Licht, a.nd the Upper 

ll. 

l 

-- [ .,v,,v~ 
Lo.."'ld, uao tho ?-lo.otor Controlloi-- livinG high in tho ho:ivcno 1:1 a. 5-,._, ..,.., 

do.zzl1nc lo<lGo• 

Ao tho novico bccw:io r.ioi'o endowed bJ hlo no\•l :. t a. tu:1, 

tho f.l<;ur.uro or his endowment wao l'ovoulod by hi!l ab111t:r to 

compoco cones a.nd dunco~ of hie 01,-m. O.ftcn ho \lent on lone 

jo~nol~ into the .forest und ~untod .for u civon lc?l{;th or time. 

Thi~ period wa.s lmoi·m a.s t chowinc tho days•, a.s ho could not 

take i"ood \;hilG on u .re.st, nnd o.t tho s ame t 1rao u ould l earn to 

oxcrci~o u spa.rton cell' control. 

He crndua.11y bocu."'!lo fully- ucquaintcd \;1th a.11 tho 

d:i.--ico!: u:-id tnoir rr:odninco. thoy Wero rolontlons ly drillod i nto 

him. ::;o tha.t 'in tir.io ho could. e.xocuto thom with .tlo.wlocn proc 'i.cion. 

Tho:Jo duncoo wcro contr<!>llod by o. hca.d do.nccr, who 1nd1co.tocl t ho 

a top:J bj tho p1 tch 1n hi3 voice. Ho loarnc<l to ha.r~le tho h .. u.vy 
\1 

m~:.k~ on his hca.d and munipulu.te the clovorly hi<lclon druw-st:::-ings 
• t~t co~trollod tho jo.ws or the variouo c urved unilila.l or birj 

hca.dc. ?hysicnlly thoy muintaincd t hom.::.olv03 in por1"oct 

condi~ion to withstand tho cruolllnc hour::. of pcrformunco tha t 
.... 

wo.a ex;ioc_tod o.1' thom.· 

Among the oocrot.:l that wore rovoulod to hir:i wa:i th-J 

• cor_pcc. t . tl1;:.;. t he o. to. j.-'irs t, co.rt edible: ~~oot3 \JOrc t;.UG up ~md 

pounded. i n to a. kind of mu~h, than 1 t wa.s moulded around a. hu:..l!ln 

skolot c~s A.ftor ~h9y ~inichod nimulutlne a hurJo .. n body on a 

al:olc to:i.., tho corpso \las carefully ba.kod to o. doop bro1m. unL. to 

all i nt~ats and purpoccs ropronontcd a human body. ?he :;ult 

wa t ur ,.;J,c tulrnn irnr11odiu toly aJ.'tor1m1'do to help spow up tho 

clouci:J ::n.:.':Jztanco ju:; t in cuile tho i:>onoz dicl h o.vo oome co.-1tar.1 .'.. nu~ 

tlon. ·.:· .i:. i3 one of the ma.jar? roa:;on::; zccrot nociotlo:J l/0l'0 

f -- urc c.:. ~; :) much, bocaur.o 1r thoy n to hum~n bodloz they uoro 

conr...i.,~c.•. d cc.pc..blo of cloinc unyth..inr;. ~ho ne:wly oloctod r.iaa1 :J 

min<! H~ ~1 i :,l:'r.on:101:, relieved by th1o ini'orrr.ation •. 



'.i'hc .f inul tc:.t of thc~o lone 1:1.:Jnt~ of trainin~ Cl.l.r.lO 

when ho mu.do hi3 .first debut in public. Tl'lo lca.dcr would 

cdn01~ him out to eivo a. oolo pori"or:nunco ::o that a.11 r.u6ht aco 

hi::: int<::-p1"ctc.t1on.o· of.: boillG visi tod bJ tho ~upor:c1.0. tu:-al bc:i..ne~ 

\rhile , chcminc tho dc.ys 1. ~:i solo pori"Ol",no.nco mur!::od hla 

co:-:1:>lo to c.ccoptanco into tha.t .fro. to:-nl ty which loft' i tc marl-: 

deep in tho hi~tor-J of tho Ha.ida nation. 

'J.'ho basis on which thc:io aoc~ot sociotlo:J woro fo'l.L-idod, 

,10.s th~ t thoy croa.tod tho bolioi' of th.cir b?inc endowed with 

e:ttr~orc!innry powers - bordering on tho edt:;e o.r boinc; ::1upcr-nutura.lc-

Tl:1rou,sh this idea., which uas pl:mtod deep in the mind~ ot: t ~10 
. 
populuco, thoy coro:nunded .fea.r tro1~ thoir ono::nics o.o woll as 

thoir own people. Thie four wa.s bu:1od on o. deep drou.d, bc,cLtuna 

of \-:h?. t thoy woi"o ca.p{4.iJle o.r cloiL1r;. ?sycholoelca.lly, tho i<loQ or 
3cc:-ot :::ociotios wus well concoivod. ?no !fo.i.da O.l"intocr-atu uoi--o 

n.itul'o.lly protoctod by their l.>lood, .:.s th.cir en.tire sociD..l 

ntructure uuo eovcrnod b:; rank. Tho hobility uho comprised the 

sccro•~ socictios had enorraouo power o.nd prcstiL;O - und who 

dc.r.::cl cruillenso their autho::."ity? Uere they not the lcado1•a o.f 

their clwlc? Thoir positi9n wa3 · sir.u.la.r to th.at of tho anc 1.ent .. 
Cc.e:::a.rc, they could do no wro~. and tho:::o thut quostiunod thora. 

werp simply dioposed ot:. On tho othar h~1d, rau.ny of th~so :nen 

co~npo:::cd tho covernmont or tho .councils o.r the villa.co • 
..... 

Conct)cl"t:ently, tproueh their influence '~hey in:J tilled in to t :1.0 

poo~l e u hieh do~roe ot: n&;ronoivenoss, so that even toda.y ~n 
... 

thiz 1'::..r-i'lu.""l.g coastline of 3ri tish Columbia in q_uiot buy!l and 

river moutlw• ono CQ.:a find l'Otting l'CnU'lQ.nt::; oi"' coclo.r lodcos and 

<lcc~~:r 1n!.:: uonoo thut mu~kod tho mui•th.>1•ou:.1 1'01'a.ya of tlloco 

o.uck .. c~oi.l:: :r.uruudor~ in thoir cou~olan~ quo::; t .ror loot ::.ncl .sla.vo!>. 

So::1c ::::r::~2.l vill~cn on tho coo.st today owo t~-ioir a1ze to thil 

a.~~Q'..ll ts o-f: thes·e bold oca. lorcls in their swift rD..ido of 

i'hc:so rolid:::, und tho terror tha.t wus innpii"'od by chono 

3cc::.-~~: sociotios w:10::;o main p'lU'~)oco ,-10.:1 to ulvido und c•.)n,1u )r 

the ,'.) '. .: ,:r Inclio.n t::11 l>c:i whorcvur t~ioy trcro found. 

'! I k ----;-,-- -

.12. 
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c.:r'.:.:1., but i:1 :i till w1 thin r,1i:.:no1 .. y or a fow o.c;otl :.Cndi u..··rn liv.:.ne 

in 'vh ol.r• vlll:.ico:i, and uh-:> rcn101nuor tiw dop1 .. odo.tion!j ot thc,J o 

•••••••••• • ••••••••• 
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