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Informant Robert St weart, ag e 74 
git?iks, txalaxatk 

This is an old pra ctice used by the ch iefs t o keep the ~eople 

.. under control. I t was one aif the most f ea red of the ch ief's power s ~ 

and the literal meaning of the word ha lda.ogit is(halda o-- to a1>.PlY 

medi cant s or power , git --person ) person who applys power . 

It wa s g enerally thought t hat halda og it Woet. S a part of the 

ch i ef ' s econ o1:1ic structu~e by which he kept his tribe in line . 

Shoul d any one of hi s tribesmen be l ax in his socia l du t y of payint, 

tribute, the tribesr.1an would be visited by a person who was an 

i ndirect me s senger of t h e chief . Th em e esene er i nf or.med t . .-1e tri be $II1an 

t hat he had ha d dreams of h im or h er , and hinted t hat the d reams 

were not very good , a nd that t h e tribesmi:l.n would be wel l to consult 

with t he chi ef halait for his or her own welf~re . This meant a 

contribution to t h e chi efon account of the oth e r ~ an's continual 

dreams. Then in order to i nvmke the powe r s of t h e halait 

contributions were a mus t . 

Should t h i s man or woman i gnore t 11ese h i nt s , some of h is 

weari ng apparel or some a rticle tha t h e used very often would be 

f ound illis sing , a nd n e ~ould be constantly be remi nded tha t t n e 

mi ss i ng a rt i cle s nad b een taken for evil purpos es and t .1at he was 

now a haldaogit victim and t hat only t h e chief hal4it could 11e l p him. 

,vhen the s e t r i butes were :pai d t 11e misSi% garment or a rticle 

would. always be found , enta iling another pc:l.yment of tribut e . 

Th e writer has seen several box e s t hat were s eized by t 11e 

J:)eople and t aken f rom so- ca lled practitione r s of' na lda o5 it \wi t ch -
• • , I 

c raft) . One was i n t he poss es si on of t he late _, , Vl . Large, _: . :U . 
, 

of r ort Si mpson, B. C . Thi s was a wooden box made waterti.;L1t, about 
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~O i nches long , 18 inches wide and 12 inches in depth . .1.hen I 

saw it, t he box was perfectly dry and only a few a.rt icles ~vere in 

it; a p i ece of oiled cloth r ain coat with t wo but t ons on i t ~ a 

bunch of human hair ma.de into a ball, and a portion of a man's work 

shirt . All t he others had been claimed when t He box was discovered , 

and t ne owners identified each article . 

The box was filled wi t h filth derived from rot Led parts 

of human flesn and each a rticle was tied to t.ae i nsi de of t he box 

cover . ..hen the rot nad sufficiently weakened the r1w.aan :hair 

Lwhich fas t ened t n e ar t i cles to the liij t h e article would fall 

into t n e fi lth, thus caa sing the illness and eventua l deatn of 

t h e victim. 

This Lappened at Bella Bella, where Dr . Lar 5 e was a 

medical missionary for some time. 

1'he pr a ctitione r .nad been unde r suspicion for a , long::.while 

and t he young men of the village had been shadowing him and keeping 

him under observation . Fi nall y one night was seen walking a round 

a house in which a man was lying very ill and was supposedly 6~e gf 
so - called 

the victims of t he kH@WR haldaogi t . (Dr . Large s a id the man was 
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actuall y dying of T: B~) The young man who had the suspected 

practitioner under observa tion followed h i m i nto the woods until h e came 

to a small pool of water . Here the suspected man took off' h is 

clothes and bathed in the poo l after danc i ng in t he shallon water . 

Then he dressed and ·went f a rth er into the woods and b egan to dig 

and brought out a b ox from the g round . 

I t was then th~t t h e watching young men took him into 

custody and brought him to Dr . La.rge's residence , for t h e doctor 

was a Justice of t h e Peace a s wel l . There at the office of Dr . Large 

the haldaogi t box 11·ms placed on the floor a nd opened . ..c\.ll the 
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people began to identify t heir pos sesions , which were tied in 

small bundles in t he box . The re were some art icles lef t unidentified 

and the people conside red t hat they belonged to those of t he victims 

t nat were already dead . 

The uaspect, who was a chief of very hig1~ rank, was pl aced 

on tr i a l , but the only re sult was t hat t h e man was bound over to 

keep the peac e , for because of t heir fear of h im no one would testify 

against him when it came to a trial . 

Another incident of a haldaogi t bei~g t aken with nis witchcraft 

outfit . ~elated by the late Lrs . hate Dudowar d to the writer 

some years before her d ecease . 

"I was a teacher at h ita.mat, and under the joint autnority 

of t.tle Indian De par t ment and t he then Methodist Church the mission 

was a t Kitamat . ~Y husband, =lfr ed Dudoward (sqagwet: ch ief of tne 
} 

g it 9 ani6, tsemsiyan) was a~point ed by the ~overnment as a 

constable, and we were both living and stationed at Kitamat . 

At h itamat t here are two villages . The wint er village was 

situated at what is now t he Indian Litamat Village , and here the 

people lived and held thei r dramas during t he per iod November to 

~arch . The summer vi l l age was on the i. itamat river , ~here tne~ 

moved to f a t her oolichans, which t hey processed f or oil . They 

lived here until t he salmon fishing and berry and ot her food gat h ering 
and 

was done , for t he adj acent mountains were rich in game/ berries . 

As t heir teacher I moved from village to vil lage as tne 

9eople moved . t here was a Kitamat h eac chief who the peojle feared 

very much . His name was xwengo s , and as well as beinB suspect ed . 

3 
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ai a HaJaa()lwf, he was also a very powerful halait. The young 

people had been keeping him under surveillance for a long while . 

They noted that when the people moved from one village to another 

xwengo was always the last to move. He was quite old, but he 

was almost openly accused of practicing witchcraft . 

Wherever he went, he was always under the observation of 

the young men of the Kitamat people who were endeavouring to catch 

4 

It was said a practitioner of witchcraft had a lways to makre 

complete circle around the house where his victim lay dying or else the 

influence or power of the haldaogit would fall back on the 

practitioner hiraself or herself , t hus causing the death of the 

haldaogit . Moreover, after the death of a victim the haldaogit 

had to make a circle a round the grave of his victim or roll on the 

earth of the grave within one day of the burial, and if they were 

not able to do t h is they themselves woulde die. So always a strict 

watch was maintained over both the house and the grave of the victim. 

But the watchers could never catch xwengox. alt~ough they 

claimed t hat in some instances t r acks led from the grave and 

then to the village but always the tracks were lost. 

When a very popular young chief died feeling was grea tly 

aroused, especially among the young people, a nd s ome came to 
my Alfred Dudoward 

husband iii/ asking permission to search the winter residence 

of xw en~ . This was at the period when all t he people were busy 

fishing for oolichen at their summer village. 

Since. my husband LAlfred Dudoward, the constably feared 

for the life of xwengo if he refused permission for the search, . 
t hey set out at once for the now deserted winter village. They 

searched the whole house of xweng6, finally coming to the chief 'a . 
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sleeping place. They sounded t h e ground until one place gave 

forth a hollow s ound, where they dug , and ca.r.o.e upon the box which 

was full of odds and ends and pieces of cloth and garments done 

up in small bundle s suspended from the inside of t he cover over a 

foul smelling liquid made up of rotted human flesh and human 

excrement. 

The box was carried over to t he summer v i llage of t he 

Kitama t, where xwen~o was t aken into custody and forced to return 

to their owners t he small bundles of odds and ends in the box . 

xwen~o was subjected to much abuse by t he people, who 

openly accused him of having murdered some of his rela tives. But 

again when it came time to testify against lUn1-.the people would not 

do so, for they feared his power of retaliation. 

5 

The incident of the attempt to k ill wiseks, chief of t he ginax9 engik, 

by haldaogit. Told by t he late~ Mar k Luther some years ago. 

J 

wiseks , t he gispewudwada chief of t he g inax9 engi k , was very 

ill and had been for a l ong whi le. He suffered terrible pai ns in 

his s tomach and was gradua lly weakening , and i t seemed to all t hat 

he wa s dying. The paternal origin of wiseks was legex, and one 

of t he leading g ispaxlo?ots men , acting as a spokesman for fie 

l egex p~QP•e ca.me to one ginax9 engik h eadman and told him "Why do 

you not help your chief fr om his suifering . He has been bewitched 

by one of his father's own people. If you enquire of t he maternal 

aunt of wiseks she wi ll tell you what happened . But do so a t once 

and you will be able to save t he life of your chief. 11 The next day 

ge.mk, t he spokesman of wi seks , went to h is mas t e r's paternal aunt, 

' nekta, and said 11My dea r woman , it is well t hat you should have pity 
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for your nephew who is my master. He is now very weak and will 

soon die unless you tell me wha t should be done.! 
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The woman then told gsm.k, "My neph ew is the victim of a 

haldaogit. When the old lagex died on the Skeena, one of the paternal 
/wiseks/ 

uncles of my nephew took his/belt and placed it on the dead legex' 

stomach. This uncle was jealous of the prestige of wisiks. When 

t hey took all the dead man's insides out t his paternal uncle of 

your master took the belt which your master always wore and put 

it in the dead man's nowempty s tomach and left it there to rot. 

And it is n ow caasing t he illness of y our master while it is 

rotting , and when it has completely rotted and disappear ed then your 

master will die. The only way in which your master could be saved 

would be to recover that belt, cleanse it, and then bury or burn it 

after it is vleansed . 11 

g{mk returned to hi s master and told h im all t hat he had 

learned, then h e called in all t h e oth er h ead men and told t hem, 

''We must leave here very secretly and it will be well to say t hat 

we are going on a r a iding part y to the Skeena. We shall pretend t hat 
' we a re going to retaliate on the gitsal?ass for an at tack on the 

• 
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small gin?ax?angik party a t kwal ma.a (Porcher Island ). Here 

severa l of our tribesmen were k illed and we have never retaliated 

for this. We can pretend we are going to do that now and the 
' . gi spax lo ?o ts people will not be suspicious of us." 

There were t wo sons of wiseks present, and they said: "We 

are going to come along on this war party, as we must learn to 

fight. " This troubled the gin?ax?angik leader gemk , who did not 

want t hese t wo brothers a long , but t here was no way he could 

refuse t hem . So secret preparations were begun among the 

gin 'ax?angi t arriors,who had let it be known t hey were going to 

j 
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' Make a raid on the gitsel9aseas a reprisa l . • 
There aer e three canoes. It was the time when the people 

went to the Nass for oolachen fishing. 

The war party now set off but g[mk was worried about how to 

get rid of t h e two y oung sons of wiseks, as thes e were t he nephews of 

t h e dead chief legex whose body they intended to exhume, and they 

knew t he t wo young nephews would object if anyone touched the burial 

place of their uncle. 

So gtmk planned: "One canoe will go ahead to spy on the 
' whereabouts of the gitsel?aae and the oth er two canoes will wait . 

' ' at the old gispaxl6?ots villa~e for the return of the spy canoe. 

The spy canoe will be placed under the leadership of the young sons 

gemk did this to overcome any suspicions that the young men 

might have of the real purpose of this trip. As soon as the 

one canoe went on up the river t h e remaining ones set to work 

to exhume t h e corpse of legex. They found the place where he 

was buried, which had been carefully covered with heavy timbers 

so that no wild animals could dig it out. ~'hen they found the 

body they opened up the stomach of the corpse and beheld among 

some other thin&s in the stomach the belt belonging to wiseks. 

They took this and then returned the corpse to its burial 

place and covered it up. Then they took the belt to the water's 

edge and wa shed it. 

Now back at Metlakatla, where wiseks lay ailing and very 

weak, he suddenly felt relieved and had no further pa ins, at the 

very time t hat t h e gin?ax?engik men had t aken the belt from the corpse 

of legex and cleansed it. 

7 
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The men then made preparations to return to their village 

as they had accomplished what they had come for. The sons of 

wiseks who were leading the other t wo canoes became suspicious of 

t h e delaying act ions of the others in the canoeand then when 

they had been gone a couple of days a few of the warriors were for 

turning back and others planned that a few should be sent ahea d alone 
, 
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to see if it w Ere possible to surprise the gitsel?ase • But they could • 
not agree what to do so they turned back , knowing however t hat they 

had given those t hat remained behind enough time to accomplish 

what t hey had come for without arousing the suspicions of the two 

young s ons of wiseks . 

These two young men now said; "Your actions are strange; 

you do not behave as if you were g oing to make a raid on some one 

but r a ther a s if you had come for another purpose. Those that we 

left behind must be up to some oth er purpose , s o we must return 

at once. Why have they chosen t h e spot where our uncle is buried 

to mak e a camp~ Your actions are very suspicious." 

So they returned to the sport where they had left the others 

and saw that t hey t oo were ready to return . When they reached 

t he village they told wiseks: "We found your belonging s inside t h e 

remains of l egex and we cleansed t hese and then burned them." 

"Yes", replied wiseks, "it must have been then that I 

immedia tely f elt better, and now I am getting well . 11 

Thus happened the attack on wiseks by t h e haldaogit. 

There a re several things a haldaogit pr actitioner must do or a 

reaction sets in and t h e pr actitioner himself or herself will 

perish. First, while his victim is dying the haldaogit must make a 

complete circle around t h e house of t he victim; otherwise t h e 

powers used to kill t h e victim will turn upon the ha ldaogit• ~ven 
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though these powers are his own, there are some he uses everyday 

that he has no control over, and these could react on him if h e 

misused :t.hem in any way. 

Also, upon the death of the victim t h e halaaogit must make 

direct contact with the earth of the grave by rolling on it or by 

some other means getting in contact with the burial place, and thia 

must take place on t h e same night as the burial. 

The following is an account by the late William Musgrave, aadzsn, 

laxgibu, gin?adoiks. 

This is an inciment t hat happened after the people had moved 

to Port Simpson and the buria l grounds were opened in the inland 

section of Port Simpson. 

The young sister of William Musgrave became ill and was 
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sick a long while, and a gidzaxlal man was suspected of bei ng t h e 

haldaogit. This man had wanted the young woman to become his son's 

wife, but so notorious was the name of this gidza.xlal man that all 

were afraid of him and his family. When his son's suit was refused 

he muttered t hat the young woman would be sorry f or having refused to 

marry his son. 

Not long after, the young woman became ill and many halaits 

were called in to minister to her, but all the halaits were firm 

in their belief t hat someone was bewitching her. Then t he parents 

of the woman made every ef fort to contact the haldaogit. 

When the young woman finally died a watch was kept around 

her house, the young male rela tives of the deceased secretly 

stationing themselves roundabout. During the night t he watching 

young people were surprised to see a wolf run around the house and 

t hen disappear into the bushes and •••• lend of M§/ 
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