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Haida_Rouse REuilding.

The Bee.
After a long period of penurious living, during wvhich

the man wishing to buiid a house had saved enough property of various

kinds to pay for the labour involved in making a new house,he at last

QA : made
callWthis fellow townsmen together and meKes arrangements for cutting

down the large cedar trees whicm 2§g¢to furnich the beams and plahks.;
Dividing the working party into groups according ﬁo théif
clanw, these set out in canoes each of vhich might hold thifty'to fofty
men znd all would paddle strongly with an accompaniment of soﬁgs
led by the man in the bow, excepting the chief who acted as captain. ;
On landing at the selected place a WAFA-fire was made as
near the center of operatiocns as pbssible and here the chiefs sat and
directed the work és it went on. As the Winfer months were always
chosen these fires were used not only. for this reason but also for the
heating of vast quantities of food provided by the‘women.
Working in relays trees were felled as quickly as possible,
their tops lopped off and the larger limbs,and they were then rolled
or skidded down to the waterside resdy to tow. These were for the
the largefposts or beams. Planks were made on the spol vhen feasible
in the following way. A large straight-grained log was trimmed clean
by several men organised under ihe chief's sisters8 sons and was then
gzzgggd into sections of the regquired lengfh. Deep notches made at
thése marks allowed the use of wooden wedges by means of which slabs
of various thickness were made,some of them so thick that they could
themselves be again split by smaller wiges into thinner planks on
arrivael at the village.
Having completed these operations :11 returnito the village

in high spirits,with logs in tow and the canoes loaded with planks,

mauls
cedar bark for cordage and the hexvy stone ieeis used for driving ithe
; worked
wedges, - The Captains sang with loud voices and the crews psddied

their hardest’often breaking their paddles,until at length the site of
the new house wnas rec.ched. After haulihg up the logs and planks

to the most convenient places for future use the workers spent the
rest of the day in feasting,dancing and friendly rivelry in voéal
musiec, Next day the larger timbers were arranged in the following
order. Tirst of 21l the new totcm pole was set as near as po:sible 7
the exact spot sclected for the hole in the ground intov vhich it was

to be placed.
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