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After e. long p e rio d of penurious living, during \,hi ch 

the ma n wishing to buil d a house h aa saved t>nouc.h property of var ious 

kinds to pay for the labour involved in ma.king ci, new house,he at ·la.st 
_) ')ncr rle 

c a Ll'if'-his fellow townsmen together a nd r~s arrangements for cutting 
vv-e1\e 

down the large ceda r trees which .?.A?e to furni ::.1h the beams and pl<i.nks. 

Dividing the working party into groups according to their 

cl<tnB1, the s e set out in c ci.noes each of' v,1hi ch mi&~ht hold thirty to forty 

men ;:wd all would :paddle strongly vJi th an ac c or.ipanim~nt of song s 

led by the man in the bow, e xc epti ne; the chief who a cted as c2ptain. 

On landing at the selected p lace a f(y{l,/:-fi1.:e was m;-;.de as 

near the center of operations as po s sible and here the chiefs sat and 

directed the work as it went on. As the Winter months were ;;i,lways 

chosen these fires were used not only . for this reason but ilso for the 

he<:i,ting of vast qugntities of food provided by the women. 

Working in r 0 l a ys trees were felled as quickly as possible, 

their· tops lopp ed off and the larger limbs, e.nd they were then rolled 

or skidded down to the wa terside re .:-; dy to tow. These we re for the 

the lc;,rgef":posts or b eams. Plc:mks were me,de on the spot v;hen feasible 

in the following way. A lare; e stra.ight-gra ined log was trimmed clea n 

by several men orgRnised under the chief's sisters~ sons and was then 
me.rked 
·~H:¥;i:a€d into sections of the required length. Deep notch es maae a t 

these ma,rks allowed the u s e of wooden wedges by means of which sl 8,bs 

of various thickness Viere made, some of them so thick that ·they could 
WI themselves be again split by srne,ller wt!ges into thinner pl anks on 

!-' 

arrival a t the village . 

J:r · - t d · h -, t · · 11 t )t tr · J 1 .aving co .-np.Le e t. ese oper ... ions " re urn o _1e v1 _ age 
/" 

in high spirits,with logs in tow and the ca noes loaded with planks, 
m2uls 

cedRr b a rk for cordage and the h e ~vy ston e tae~s used f or dri vine the 
worked 

'!iC(1ges . The Ca,ptains sang y;i t11 loud voices and the Cl'E' WS p~.tlaJ.eG. t 
their hardest often breaking their p a ddles until at length thi:: site of 

I . I 

the new hou s e w~ s re~ ched. After h a uling up the logs and pl a nks 

to the most convenient places for future use the workers spent the 

rest of the day in feasting, dancing and frifmdly rivalry in voc c-i,1 

music, Next day the l a r ger timbers were arr a n g ed in the following 

order. Fir s t of ~11 the new tot em pole was s e t a s near as po ~ s ible ~ 

the exact s pot s cl e cted for the hole i n. the ground in t u v1hi ch it was 

to be. plri ccd. 

r 
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