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YMeeting Twith the Getanmax Tand or Tr1be of Indians at ‘their rpserVe néar

Old "aze!ton on Wednesduy, April °lst 1:15.

Yoot

n}ﬁi?min.ﬁ Ydresses thp q“gemh ed ‘Indians 58 40 tlecacope =n! purnnse of

IT'am very glad to see vou 271 here to=day right im: our Getanmax
Reserve. We were horn richt here an? God ghwe us thris little place
ang I'#eel hanpy hecause T see vou centlemen here. Seven ‘years ago
we gént 2 petition rig t down to Cttrwa —~ onr petition meant that
we were asking from the Government to give us our land back and :
also all our hunting grounds aM all our fishing camms, »nd we want
Y to hold these for our own use — we want to hol? it just the same
| ag a white man holds his land and we want te hold onr land in the
same way, and we have heen &sking the Governvent to get rid of the
"Tnlian Act" for us = this is what we have heen asking the Gover-mant
for the nast seven years. 3

(Commissioner farmichael aske the Chief of Tazelton Yo. 1 Reserve ;
if he Tnows thnot there are 2,704 ncres on a resevve and how many peonle
live @“ere) : : S ‘

Chief ¢ ‘

What is the reason vy are asking me all these questions = what T want
to ‘pet is mr cwn land back 1«a1n...’e want to ret our dwn 1and back,
that is all, y : ‘

Pomm1831oner Carmichael s :
There is no use im this GOWNISSIGH, which is a very important Commission
~ seslete.Yses the Imdizmx only way we have hecn nhle to belp the Inditms
din 4ABoge lewerves is w%oro thev have given us the information we want
to get and in many c Ses rﬂservos #ill? he added to. But it is guite
imnossihle for ns, o t81ﬂe the ! help of the Indian Agent, t» get
information nnless the Indians want to give it to us... It is no
use for you to say th:t you want all the lan? hoek hecanse we have
nothing to do with that matter at a¥l., As far as we are concerne’d,
we are here t~ listen to you and if you don't want to speak to us,
well, we have dcne our duty in coming te ses you. ‘If you have made
u» your mind th:t you =re not going to answergony of our questions,
then we have nothing more to do hut say Gool Bye and go away, and we
won't come hack ...if yon Kave made up your mind hot to answer the
vt, is your funeral and not ours.

questions, th

“ Mhiefs

My renresentative will answer you questions — His name is Vr. Tolland.:
(sn Tndian). : :
Holland:. Ao ;
The Inw1hns srv f?oy WOH“ 2 & 1ke to put it to a yote is to whether
3W13; ﬂnswer the auestions. B
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i Fsu«pests a'teﬂ mipute adionrnment so that the Tndians present can vote*\,-

e e BEIED whet‘er théy are willing te answer the questions put by ' the
CommISSJOn, so that the rpsnons1b111ty for refusing to answer wonld
reﬁaln entinely W1tﬁ thnAmembers of Reserve Mo.l of the Hazeltoh Bund.




.ﬁpril 21st, 1915 {cont.) Getenmax pand -

‘De4l Tolland:

You heard what the 1ef said a w“119 280 = We don't want no
Reserve at all - we want . to ~et our own land back. You want to
agk us questions which are not in our petition at ally We did
not sign our petition for a reserve at all — we signed it for our
own lande. The Reservation is not so grod for us at all - it is
no use for us. Trey are fenced all ar-und so we c¢an't do any
bhusiness ontside the reserves. e are just tied up in the
.Reservation, and th:t is the re son we signed our petition that
we don't want any more reserves for the whole of the Skeena
Nation. We sent a counle of gentlemen down to Ottawa and we

sent the petition with those gentlemen. OQur petition is right in
Ottawa and the xm other one has gone to the King. e want to get
our own land hack and we want to hold it for o:r own use. We
would like to do gust the same as a free man so that no one is
gring to watch us all the time just like we are watehed when we are
in a reserve — We cannot he helped in our reserve at all., It is
the wish here that we get the petition settled. T gudss all vou
gentlemen misunderstand our netition - you think we sent our e
petition in for 2 reserve, but that is not rights Ye did not
sign our petition for that at all, Where we are now it is just the
same as if we were being tightened all the time with fences all
around usj that is the r-ason we sent our netition.

Comm'r Carmichael:
We have heard your explanation regarding the petition - we b%ve to!d
all the Tndians who have sent in netitions of that kind that this
fommission has no power to deal with those wnetitions and we wouldk
D.42 be deceivine the Indiams/if we let them think that we had that

power; hut T understand that Indians, after consudtation, refuse to
answer the questlonq which we renuire in order that we may ec:rry out
the powers which we hawe — thev don't wish to answer the questions,
is that corredt?

Holland:
We could give you 211 kindsof answers if we made our netition that
way, but we did not make our netition for reservitions at all.
The reservation is no good for us — it is no good for white men,
it is no good for anyone. We cannot sell it or do anything and that
i€ the reascn we won't give you an answver.

Chairman: s
We quite understand the view that you kake - We think, though, that
yon have made a gr -t mistake, hecause if we were in a nosition to
give the Tndians here more reserves that wonld not hurt bhem in the
claim that the Indians are making — If we gave them an additional
1,000 acres for their reserve it wo 14 not hurt them in still
holdine t- the elaim that they have. We also notice that the Chief
said "he wanted the Indian Act to he done away with" -This st temat
surprises ns, hecause the Indian “ct vrotects the Tndians in all
their rights and »nrivileges, and the Dominion Government, who are
the trustees for the Indians, passed that Aet for the very purpose
of protecting them nnd henefitting them; however, we aro giad %o
have met you Eerﬁto—huy...(ete.retc.)

Folland:

We are not msstaken when we ask for our own — we are horn citizens$
in thls country — we were horn in this p’ace e vere, born here

?and and we want to get t" ; ‘

‘nd we Oﬂn th1L
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