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FORT BABINE: TUF UNWANTUD TRADING POST

When the fur traders arrived in Western Canada they quickly established
sovereignity over the Indians in the areas near their forts., Ome of the reansons
the white man was able to affect his rule over the mative inkabitants was that
he was a "professional” in dealing with Indiens by the time his oubposts were
being erected west of the Hocky MHountains. The first white men on the Nordh
American continent beld the Indian in awe and tried 6 lears the gkills needed
te wrest a living from the wild country., But the Puropeans lesarned gquicklyy
and a8 they mastered the technigues necessary to control their envireament,
they begen to lose their awe and often their respect for the aborigimes. As
those firsé representatives of western eivilization, tie fur traders, pushed
westward, they may not bave learned to understand the Indian as well as the
early settlersy but they had learned to "handle" him. As a result the Hudgon's
Bay Company end its Lormer rival, the Northwest Compuny, moved inte iritish
Columbin prepared and equipped to carry out its blocdless conguest - Llocdless
as long as the indiang didn't resist too streavcusly,

A second factor that contributed to the ability of the fur traders to
esteblish their hegemony over the area was the degirability of their manufac~
tured goods in the eyes of the netives. The dependency of the indians on the
wares of the liudson's Bey Company soon bound them to the white men. ,

Thirdly, the Indians of the interior of Westeru Canonds did ret have highly
centralized tribal governments. ¥ven though the natives often resented and
resisted subordination, they were rarely able to concentrate; their authority
and their power to the extent that they could eurtail the activities of the
fur trader. As a resuld the establisiment of a trading pest was usuelly
accepted and often welcomed Ly the Indians of Western Canadn.

There isy bowever, at least ome exception to this general rule, Although
the history of the trading post esteblished on Lake Babine, the largest lake
in British Columbia, is very cbacure, it seems thet the Indians were not
pleased with the founding of the post and were less inclined to assume the
subgervient role whieh the white man thought prover for the Indian at that
time,

The fact that the Bebine Indiana of today are considered something of a
problew, just as they have been considered a problem by the fur traders and
the mipsionaries who bave dealt with them during the last 100 years, usay in




some way be related to the faet that Fort Babine was the umawanted rading
posta.

!ho Babine ltnry goes back to 1m when Simoen anr, e NortimYest
Company man, eatered the iuterior of Uritish Coluubia and establighed o
trading pest on Stuart Lake. Because the terrsin reminded him of his homeland
in Seotlavd, ¥Fraser called the aree New Caledonia. The trading pest st Stuart
Lake beeame Fort St. Jomos and was the center of trading activities which reached
the Carvier Indiang wvho populated the larger lakes of ecentral British Columbine
The Carriers were so nnmed beeause of the cusbom which required widows $o carry
the charred resaisns of their hushasds in an earthen jar on their backs for a 7
period of & year or sc after the cremation of the ta;;n« fhe Babines are a
part of the Carrier speaking Indians, The nume Habine (The Lippy People)} was
given by early freuch Cenadians and comes from the custom of stretehing the 2
lower lip of the women of nobility by means of & woodes labret placed between
the teeth and the lip.
¥hen the fur traders arrived on the ecastern shore of Stuart Lake they

guickly impressed the Carrier Indians there with the moise of their weapons and
with the variety of their wares. O0f course when the Indian began chewing on the
bars of soap bhinking it was fab and began blowing seap bubbles thore was some
consternation, bui the marvels of these nev objects were soon explained %o the
satisfaction of all. The plastic thimbles, buttons, and ribbons seen on the
dence blankets of the Corrier Indians of today may be some indication of the
popularity of the varions items which the first traders brought iate New
Caledonin. In the following years the relations bebween Indbhan and white at
Stuart Lake were gomelimos strained, but the demand for the white man's goods
and fact of his domination became undispuied realitics.

 while the traders were trying to atirast Indians to the westward to bring
thedr fars to the trading poat on Stuart Lake, they beecame aware of cowpetition
from either American or Russian fur traders sailing along the Pacific @Goast.
The Tesimsian Indians controlled the territory to the west of the ‘Carriersy and
because of a more developed political structure, they were able to control the
trade moving from the coast and up the Sheena Biver, These tribes were stwong -
enough to prevent the white traders on the coast from esteblishing o foothold
on land but mnintained = vigorous trade acting as middlesen for the inland
tribes. Relatively few of these goocds reasghed the Carrier Indians at Fraser




and Stuart Lakes, but those Carrier tribes alomg the Bulkley River and at
Babine Loke enjoyed a better rate of exchange for manufactured articles than
the Carriers furtiher east who were Urading with the fudsom's Bay Coupany.

. The first white mam to visit the Indians whose villages were located on
the northwestern portion of Lake Bobine was Deniel Williams Wermes. In January
1812 he set oub for ithe land of ithe NHate-ote-talns and after sever days of
travel, largely over the frogzer surfaces of lskes, he and his companions eame
to one of the Bahine villages. MFarmon's jourasl reads, " « . « the men, women,
and children eane out to meet uwe all of who were mimed, some with bovs and arrowsy
and others with ames and clubs/ Thoy offered ne offence; but by meny savage
gestures they mmnifested a determination to defend themselves, in case they
were attacked."

Amicable relations were soom established and Che traders continmed toward
the West visiting four more villages. Harmon had heard the story of the traders
from the seseoast, Al this time he was shown items purchased from ihe "Atenss”
or Atnahs (Tsimeian) whe traded direetly with the white people,* Harmon esti-
mated the population of the Babines at 2,000 which seems a little high wnless
he managed to reachy the Bulkley River Indians and was including them in his
counts 4

¥hile the activities of the Nudsgen's Bay Company did not extend very far
past the treding post at Stuart Lake, the competition from the sex coanst was
readily apparent; but when Governor Simpser of the Hudeson's Bay Company sade
‘& trip throngh this territory in 1824-85 he felt that the area would sot he
profitable watil ithe competitéon {rew the consting traders was Qlia:hntd.
f¥. Kaye Lamb, "The Advent of the Beaver," fAritish Col Jistori sprber]
July 1938) A few years prior to this publiely mm concern over the othr-
tion efforts had been mede to divert the siremsm of trade back into its "natural”
channeks. In 1822 a trading post was eatablished on Lake Babine near the
Indian village which ia wow referred to as 0ld Fort. The problems of this
- establishment and the problems of the succeeding fort which was moved to the
far northwest corner of the lake in 1836 provide some dramatic and often tragic

S ctuslly the inland Taimsian traded with other Tsimsimn on the coast,
but Morice uu- ug that the Carriers referred to other Indians who acted
a8 traders with the white man's goeds as “white" people,
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seenes when s determined trading concern finds its presemce undesired by the
native inhabitanis.

imt utill mthor fm-r miva.tod the estoblishment of the new post at
Lake Babine, vhich was fi u’ ;.;xq Fort nlmﬁ »Jh.‘;i’ most, in
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This fishing industry weas a great boon to the Babine Indians during the
following eighty years. The Carrier Indians in the sarrounding areas viasited
each foll, adding to the festivities and imereasing the prestige of the chief
of the Laksamssyu elan. Thés clan was the largest of the five clams at Lake
Babine and controlled the fishing rights in the river. The dried salwon were
in constont demand by the ludeon's Bay Company posts in New Caledonia, For
example, Fort Kilmeurs purchased £0,000 salmon in 1836 and distributed them
to other posts in the areas. In 1905 a fisheries inspector visited the Pishing
weirs vhich the Indians had corstruected in the river to trap the fish and esti~
mated that thc Babines took uppmhatoly one willion fish in that partiedlor

ﬁﬂmnm;hm“mm&rmmtmmthﬁ journal
kept by williem Brown at Lake Babine, Brown was in charge of the small growp

*Fourteen yoars after it was established the post was moved to the northemn
tip of the lake and renamed Fort Babine, The Indian village mear the original
gsite is now referred %o as 0ld Fort,
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of Hudgon's Bey Company employees that raised a flag with "Kilmaurs” on it om
October 01, 1822, During the next five months this joursel was to record some
events wihieh may show that Brown was & capable leadery; but it alse suggests some
reasons for the wopopularity of the wihite man aweng the Babines,

In October 1822 one Indian had traded moose sking for furs, evidently with
some of the other Indisns. Brown told bim that "he was not in fuhe/ future to
come amongst the Minu te trade their fwrs ~ Or Af he did I would make it &
point to get hold of kim, and take every phkin he might then procure, witheus
giving hin anything in veturm. |

In November somsounc took a m&iaf from one of the tents. Hrown said
that 4f it was 2ot 'rétirded; "1 woulld go €6 the village in seareh of it where
I would not be satisfied with the Handkf., but strip the thief of every article
he hady and il T 4id not fiad the guilly person I would siege the first proporiy
1 wet with,” The hardkerchief was returned,

On Christuss Bve Brown writes that an Indian stole fifteen rifie balls ivom
a shot poeket. Ome of the Company employeecs gave him o kicking and took his
blanket. The Indians returned the balle and ashed for the return of the blanket.
*Not sufficient sabtisfaction o receive our own property after it bas beon stole.
« + o Therefore 1 would not give them the blanket un]ess they brought me some-
thing as atonment for the theft.” They brought seven martin skins. Brown took
four and btraded three. :

Browa mentioned that ihe Babineg do not want to trade heecaunse prices are
too high and that they plaumed to trade with the Tsiwsian the following sumwers
In Jannary he stated that the Dabines sre now harder to deal wilth, He wrote that
a chief's son "has o fine halfl breed dog of the slut Er, Farris loat #wo years
ago = According to an arrasgement Mr. Stuart made with them last winter, the
dog by rights belongs o us.® The chief refused to give wp the doge Erown
said that be would tske him, bub if he was given guietly he would make the
chief a present.* T

A few days lnter an Indisa who attempbed to steal a fox fur was knoeked
down and kicked, and in the menth of February anotber Indian entored a room
unimvited. Brown immediately put him cud foreibly. The Indian threw the
door open. A few blows were thrown, the fnther of the indian pulled his knife,

®Although the Carviers do mot eat dogs snd seme of the coastal tribes
congider them poisomous, the white men evidently found them a Sasty diversionm
from the diet of dried salmon., Of course dogs were also important for pulling
sleds during the winter.




it veas taken nway, and a smnd 1 fight ensueds Urown wielded a broomstick
aduinistoring a fov random blows ¢o other Indians in the establisiwent, The
vhite won feared attsel later ou.

Yuring its first five months of existence the Fort Kilmaurs nost did not
experience a very auspieious introdnction. Although most of the later records
are lost, those that do exist secem to indicate a continuation of problems awong
the Bebires, In a Report on bthe Babine Counbry dated April 16, 1886 irown states
that the Indians want high ¢uality Moose lealher im exchange for furss They
give thege hides away at fumerals and will net accept poorer guality ckinsg which
are uged by other Cawriers for leguings. Since the Company was very short of
leather the Indidans were displeased and would not trade,

During the svegeeding years tie problems continvede In 1828 Dumcan Livinge-
ton,; sm interpreter, was killed by the Hobiness ile was avenged by another
interpreter in the ewmploy of the Company. In February 1829 Chief Factor William
Connokly wrote to 8ir George Simpson complaining of the "almost entire failure
of the Babines., I o2 now so fully persuaded that the latter place ean never be
of eny advantage, that I have come 4o the determination of abendoning it this
Spring.” But the fort was not abandoned; it was only moved. In 1836 wilijam
BeBean, then commanding Fort Kilwvaurs, was ordered e prepare materials for a
new fort noar the fishing industries in the noribwest corner of the lake, but
in 1838 these materinls had mot been lifted from the gromnd. The mew fors,
ealled Fort Uabine, was finally finighed despite the diffienltiesny and in 1842
it was the setting of o drama that ended in tragedy for both the Imdian and the
white man, William Morwick hed succeeded McBean and was negotiating with »
Bulkley River Indian nwued Lekwe over tie price of a cavibou which the indian
had killed for the larder of the Hudson's Day Compeany fort. Mol words follewed
and a "foreible encountoer emsved." After the Indian left Morwick was seid to
load two maskets with powder and reck salls, Un the following day the haggling
continned, Charles Toin, interpreter for the Company, called the Indian in-
sulting nemes and challenged bim to & duel handing him ome of the muskets. The
native said that be was not used to {ighting vith gums, but if be wust he would
defend himgelf with his kmife which wes henging earound his neck. Toin then
retreated o step or two end fired Lhe musket, the wad lacerating the left ama
of the Indian, Lekwe rushen on Tein and stebbed him twice in the arm as Toin
was trying to escape the roem, BHMorwick and a Canadian named Bomin were able

to hold RLekwes, Bonin's story is recorded in Father Moricds History of the




Mo le Lekva's father-in-low had heard that Morwick had killed Lekwe.
He made for the fort swearing to wnsk out blood with bleecds Although the gate
of the fort was securely fastemed, Grand-Visage, ss the Indian weas called, was
able to look through the interstices of the palisado and saw Morwick walking
to and fro in freont of the window of the forts Teking careful aim he Pived,
killing Morwick with a shot in the heads

Toin escaned to Stuart Lake and returned with ¥illiaw MeBean sad elaven
armed won, Meanwhile Grand-Visage hed builé a type of blockhouse whieh the
Indiang use sader sveh circumsitances end (ke men from Stuart Lake were unwilling
to risk their lives attacking this sbrongiolide They sent word $o Grand-Visage
that if he would surrender his gun sud delivor his daughter to them, the matter
would be compromised, withcut bloodshed, Twice he rofused to listen, The
third time omne of the Indians who was friendly towards the whites submitted the
proposition, assuring bthe Indians that it was made in good feith. Grond-
Visage then eame forth with his daughter ecarryinmg his musket and proceeded to
the fort. Morice writes:s "As She Indisn passed by ome of the bastions standing
in & cormer of the palisade, two fatal shote brought hiwm to the ground, willism
Morwick's death was avenged, and the Compeny was satisfied,”

Since the Babine ares had proved to be unprefitable for far trading, why
did the Company persist in maintaining this ill fated trading post? Yerhaps the
main reason ig illustrated by o letter by Hder Colville written to the officers
of the company in July 1852 saying that no salmen had been taken by the posts
on the Fraser River and 4hal consequences would bave been disastrous had it
not been for a large quantity from Lhe post of the Babines.

The conbact betweem the white mon nnd &ihe native inhabitents of British
Columbia suite ofton resulted im friction, Wut rarely has the white man been
go unwelcome az he was at Lake Habime. It is not surprising that echoes of
the past can still be heard weong the Babine Indians today.

BERKELFY, CALIFORNIA JAMES €. WACKLER
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The Hudson's Bay Company first entered Carrier Indiam
country via Stuart Lakes They later establisbed Fort Kilmaurs
on Lake Babine and then moved it o the far end of the Lake
where it was called Fort Babine, The babine Indians had been
trading with the Tsimsion Indians who in turn had been trading
with ships on the seacoast. As a result the Bebines did not
wish to trade with the Hudson's Bay Company who charged higher
prices than their Tsimsian neighbors.




BIBLIOGRAYIY

Published Materialas
Colvile, Eden., Lettor to Govermor, Deputy Governor, mnd Committee of the
Homorable iludsen's Day Comppny, London, July 21, 1852, in Hudson's
Bay Record Society. Rdep Colwilo's Lettcrs 1840-58. London, 19566,

Connolly, wWilliam. Lelter te Baume Simpson, UBsne., february &7, 1889, in
iim son't Ba,,y Ihcurc‘ E»acietv. Part o Bi el George S

"H

Em Londoﬁ. Lomlun,
Departument of Marine and Fisheries. IThirty-Tighth umueasl Report. Ottewas 1908,

Hormon, Dasiel Williems. A Jouvrmal of Voyapes and Travels in the Interior
of North America. Andover: 1820,

Jackson, Roy 1. "Sockeye {rom the Fraser,” w MHareh 1953,
Lamb, W. Eaye. "The amrent of the Reaver,"™ Hprii} '
guarterly, IL, No. 3 (July WM}.
Morice, Adriem Gabriel. MNiatorg :
Lolumbia Formerly Cal
Hanuseript Materialss
Brown, Williame

Connolly, William, Letter to P, C. Pambora, Sept £2, 1828, ludson's
Bay Company Archives B 188/b/6.

wenswnp  Lotter to Charles Roas, March 13, 1820, Hudson's Bay Company
irchives B 188/b/6.

Douglasy, Jawes., Letter to William f:mully, rugust 8, 1828, lindsen's
Bay Company Archives P 188/h/6

Journal for Babine Country, October 10, 1822 - Uebruery 18, 1823,

# Journal of OGccurrences nt Fort Kilmeurs =~ #abine Country Commencing
Monday april 18 and Bnding Saturday Uctober U, 18L0.
Journels for Transactions and Uccurrences in the Uabine Country New
Caledoria, commencing February 19tk and ending April 27, 1823,
Eew, Mike. Research Paper on the Babines done at the University of
British Columbin. 1965,

Famborn, P. €, Letter %o Willias Connolly, April 20, 1828, fudson's
Bay Company Archives B 11/a/1




	WD01_20_014
	WD01_20_015
	WD01_20_016
	WD01_20_017
	WD01_20_018
	WD01_20_019
	WD01_20_020
	WD01_20_021
	WD01_20_022
	WD01_20_023

