%t;;;:ﬁﬂﬁ civilization, when you h:ve had at vour doors a Church kxik#ix he- '
1

i
ohwif ! T am ohly going to mention one thing, contained

b ~>

-39 Oval Comm1ss1on on Indlan Affa1rs for tha Prnv1noe of British Col mh1a
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nry Green (1nternreter) read address on hehdlf of the Skidegate Iﬁdians
Exh ihit 923) , : i : ‘
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The Commigdién is very 'much obllge4 to yon for thlﬂ address. 7t gives

opportunity o8 visiting the v111age of the members of your tribe re—
siding on the Northern vart of the Islans., It is with nleasure we
notice the progress you have made hoth here and at the other v111%ge
to vhich I have peferred, h»ut it is no more than what was to he ex—
pected of themm peonle and ancestors from whom you have descended.,
We are especially nleased with the appearance of wvour village. We
have found wherever we went, 2 very much imnroved and ddvanced con—
dition of thines where bhere has been a resident missionary of the
Christian faith ancnv the Indians. on have expressed n sreat 4e—
sire to 1dvmnve, and have 1ntro!uoe% among vou the eustoms and Aidea
of the vwhite man. That simply means » desire 1o advance in civi-
+ liastion. T think you have taken the hest means of advancin~ in
longing to some Christian denomination. Perhaps the very hest means )
of hringine ahout true civilization has heen the Christian reliaion.}
fhristianity and Western fivilization have always gone hand in hand.
Now the hest way to fellow that up is hy individual effort that is,
by the e fort of eae™ man in the tribe. Another great aid teo civi-
lization is' “ommercial enterprise, and that again is never going to
to he rot by lyving down on your back and exnecting the plums to fall
into yowr mouth. There never has heen'a white hation yet which has
got akead in Bhat way. They have got there by workine herd.  PBach

B
man working for himself and his own ends, If you have claims agains
the  Government or anyone else it is fair and right that y m should

have an oppnortunity of putting them forward and nohody ohijects:to you

st

!‘)ut’t 1 ng th em E‘Jr"‘.':’ ard ° I“O ohie eti on can be t?‘u‘{en so £ [ XS Th HVe
¢ 5 (= ~d 2
seen 1 J‘}h@ Way in whi Ch oW w‘!'lt torward an L+ .1 ’Li__TﬁS whi ch yvou h ave,
3 way ¥ l d . :

3

had, I hordly Imow how to exnress what I mean hecanse I ean hardly
oot a word that you will understand, which will exnress it. Wha
T wish to say — and T think those vwho “nderstand Fnglish, will un-
derstand me - is that your endeavour to rise to a higher nlanemx
must largely depend u»on individual effort. If yom want to reaeh out,
reach out inderendent of the Government if yon can. I 'mow that at
Lk preSHnw pust from time to time receiwe some aid. from the G-vernment.
in that address, and
wﬂ%g | that is with resnect to the question of what is called "INDIAN TITLE",
All we can oa- with resneet to that is, that it is not within our nowers

d
L1
¥

I
|
h"/
9 Qﬁv’ L to deal with and we have therefore nothing whatever to do with it,

I want to congratulate you u»on wnat seems to he under the circum—
stances, the 7 conditionx in which you are living, We all
%oye,!v %tever vour c¢laims may he, if t*ev are right elaims, t@atl
Justlce.w111 be done to you. e are much obhliged to you for vour ¥igh

w1s"~ex'p es ed here, that we zzxxt should enijoy a » ‘easant time in
'age hore, which we exnect to have and to which your very
excellenﬁ bmnd Gf mus1c and the other members of yvour trlhe will
contrlbute.

us very great pleasure ot visit this villase = well as to have ‘Bad thp'

L5



‘September 13th, 1915 (cont.) Skidegate. Ml

D34 Xmos Huss(??, member of Skidegate Indian Council:
We are gl d that yo. neonle from Ottasa and the other lawm makers are
here, and we are here to put hefore you our troubles, The trouhles:
which we have experienced during nast years. As far hack as ever we ]
can remember, vith-ut any douht at all, the Nueen Charlotte Islands
nractically held ng to the Indians. Tt came ahout itafter a little
“while that the Islands were called the Oueen Charlotte Islands, but |
we don't ‘mow who gave them that name. As far as we can rememher we
can claim that the Tadands fairly helonsg to us.and asfemf far hack f
a8 we can reremember there was never any treaty with respect to this
land, between the Govermment and the Indians, We have never had a
fight for the BOOOIK Islands., Yo MHEEIEH notion ever came and fought
us for thém an’ won them from us. We don't 'mow why the fSovernment
trok them from us. . If we had ‘had a Treaty with the Government we
would not claim the Islands.  When the first Missionaries arrived
here, the three n»rincipal ppints they tought s, were tlese: Don't
take things that helong to others. They taught us "Love one another"
and don't kill anybody. Those are the three points thev taught us,
These things they taught us out of the hible, We are glad that we
kept the teachings of the missionaries who taught us these things, and
as years have past on and on we have seen and know, that the
Government has come in and sold our lands. What can we do?.
e have kent the teachincs of thew missionaries: "Don't do any
harm to others'", "Yove one another", and vwe are keening these teachings
yet. This will tell wvou that we have a good feeling and not hard
feelings against anyone. - e laid our c¢ase in the hands of the lawyers
and the Privy Council of England is taking up the fase, which I don't
doubd that you neonle know, We are glad that we can say that we have
seen heon’e come in and take up land among us and we have never had
any trouhle the same as the white people have. ¥ar instance, the
SN an? the Fnelish fought over their land troubles. We have not
_ Ffourht hecause we have kept what the missionaries taught us, and What _ .
is iscmore, it doesn't léok manly to fight. Up at the North end of the |
Island, there used to he villages and villages, right from North
Island to the present village of Masset, these villapes stood side by
side, 4t at present there is only one village there, nomely Nmxkk
YAXAHA Masset. Norbh Island was so named by the Indians, an' now the
Government have called it(ianéerg}‘ T mmty can say that myself, if
I took a piece of land and claimed it without any title to it, T would
naturdly ceall it another name and that is the case with North Island,
At this end of the “sland as far down ns the Island extends, there were
villages and villages side by side right to the furthest point and at
the present time there && only one village and that is Skidegate., We
see day by day that the Government is selling land far down this coast
an?! also down the west coast of the "sland. We Imow for a fact that
_the government is selling this land and yet we can say that the %ueen
rharlotte Lslands are ours. You can see rigcht around the Islands there are
villages and hillages and you can see our Totem noles which Are thexmm
same to us as the whﬁtem%ns'(nrn—flntioﬁ)gﬂstqu§ are to them. ‘
We: cannot take a step fiorther in the guestion until we hear what Y~§%@fv>(?)'
€lark has to say to us. We cannot put any trouhle hefore you peénle
hut we will hear and Tmow later what to do. We coner-tnlate vou Pen—
tlemen that you hove taken the time and the trouhle to visit our
villages, for whieh we thank you gentlemen very much. . :
I cannot c¢all mysedf a gentleman before others, mt this T know and
claim, that T am a Christian Tentleman, This is all I have to say.
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September 13th, 1915 (comt.) Skideg te.

- Quss ;
("hairman instruects the In nterpreter to ascertnin if == spoke on hehalf of

L Y
a1l the Tndians 'there, when he sald "We cannot take a step further in +%e
gnest:on nhnill we hear what Enwypréﬁa “Iark has 4o sav."§

Amos Buss:
It is some 50 years 2go sinee the survevor came to lav out the Indian
Reserves, WHe stnted t“at the ‘ndian Qeserves were sure and no one
could touch them., At the »resent day we come to find out that the
Government hﬂS.“FﬁC@lc%'!y lorated nus bere tem'orarily. Trerefore ,
we laid our claims before Lawyer flark and left the matter in his hands,

and he will take it hefore the Prliﬂ Council in England.

hairman whe has been a lawver for more than 69(?) vears st :tes !’rnri‘

wecxnse\tVQ?eixx nothing in thet stase, which dould pet it hefore the Privy
5ﬁﬂﬂni],..”0mehoﬁy izsm misleading vou or von have kmmm misunderstood
something," rhairman says to Intervreter: "YHEEXENEATIE to tell them  that
"there is no mnecessity for takine farther statements in view of what 5y
Councdllor Rass has stited.”' and asks if anyone wishes to give testimony
with respeect to the character of the reserves, Mas to whether they are fi

for cultivation or pgardening of any sort, or as to any cattle or “fﬁck..<t \§

Nouncillor James Tterling: : v :

T Imow th 't the Zominicn Govérsment ﬁr;b? the look—out Bo see that

no one interferes with the Indians. I 'mow for a fact that the
Provincidd covernment at the nresent time is nractieally workine right
against the Indians. If it had nobt heen for the late Queenf@®) vwho

had sunported and looked after our interests throngh the Drminion
Government, we would now have been in even greater trohle, We are
somewhat nervous we . feel just as though we carnot say what we want to
‘Sﬁy; beeanse we do not Imow who is to represent the Imﬁidns, of the
five who are present-at the meeting, and we hawe got this idea that
the two Governments, Prorin-cial and Dominion are fighting over our
lands, and therefore we are afraid to put the q"estlon wefore these
gentlemen. I know what the Indian Reservrs are a1l right, hut
although they are reserves set aside for the use of the inﬂ ians we
are not allowed to do as we like in our own reserxes, We have heen
dsomewhat crashed up and we cannot move round as we want to., Vou
gentlemen have askad us not to say anything about the Privy ?

- Council or lawyer Clark, '

v r Sloagty 2 A
”“Nlrmqnﬂ( misled, M1aunﬂerst ynding  ©as atl fhak wire 5&%()
v oy

Qterline: Mwho mwxxxikmx the ”ugen fharlotte T~1ands ‘and these reserves
helong to?%!

Chairmane
As to the Ownershin of the Oueen @Gharlotte Islands, the Tndians c}alm to

own them vwhole of the Islands. The Dominion Government and the

British Columhis Gover-ments elaim that hoth or one of them own the
indian reserves on thes e Islands, and the "ritish Columbia Govern-—

‘ment @&laims to own the vwhole of the lands on the Jueen fharlotte Islanﬂs
putside of the reserves, excent those places w ich they have granted to
private individusls., The Dominion Government don't claim any of the
1ind on the Islands outside of the Tndian Reserves, but the Indian
reserves they claim for the Indians. : : =



5 i

S‘rf'fcvmbtw." rs;&(k )’ ‘ﬁ/S’ (CO‘V\T> J/e,(v{?jodt, : : : : : 3 &

Sterling e 2 :
I wal ﬂ 1'ke to &s&uone more auestaon, The ﬂnmlnlon Government and the
B.C. Government mmixkhs between them, they own these islands? I would 11ke
" to ask this quesbions “ﬁ# and in whiech wa, did they hoth get tle
Tslands. If vou could give us evidence of how they T \\5
got the Islands, hefore all these neon’e we wonuld he rcontent

Pha1rman. T
That is just the question wblch you want the Privy Council to decide. |
I want give an opinion in that respect. YLet the Privy “ouncil do it.
T have had enough eeees doesofrom my indcement to the Privy ﬁéun01l
without having another one.

(Eranxiimrmmreitiarsxxcioxxiring )

Solomon Wilson: . ;
I wart to say,.re&lly in regard to what you are:here forj Will this
interfere with any of our larger nuestiohs? '

I am not prepared to say, it may or it may not...I cannot give‘vou any
AMSWere.eesl say it may , I eannot sar whether it will or Wizﬁiot..;

p.38 T don't wish it to bhe understool, that we intend toforce our rights
inder thés Commission, if you deo not wish to testify as to ‘the reserves,
but don't run away with the idea th the Commission is w1thoutnﬂwar
to nct, becaunse we counld order xuﬂtnesses +to be summoned to give
eV1dence hefore us, and if they refused to come we conld ‘arrest them,
and bring them here, and when we got them bofﬂre us, if they refased
to testify we counld imprison them, hut we don't lintend to take that
course at all,

(¥oter by the chairmant :

On heing 1"to“r09 vtediae to W»et‘er any pevsnn,&s nrenared +nteqt1fy

as to the character of the reserves, the population thereaf, and

state as to the property on the reservés and the area of the reserfes,

¥ am asked if this will prejudice threir rights as to the "Indian Title",
I stated that it may» and thereunon heng again asked if any person ' |
will testify no-one resnonded. I therefore hnold that they do not wish to
ocive testimony.) ' i :
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