
21 April, 1969 

Dr. ~lilliam C. Sturtevant, 
Curator, De?lrt:nent. of nthropology, 
Smithsonian Im;titution, 
Wa shingt,.,n, D. C. 

Dear Bil"' • 

Thr:. . .Jrn ver ;; '" ic:! f,., r "'C•1dfog th~ !1hot<),ty.aph of 
the r~:tn~ i< 'r: " -11i, c.!') ~ '-'c:t ,.:: ~~ J<> me. ... G. S :in in 
1875. ! 1~.v~~ t ' n.(1 c>. ~ . cl1 ill.Tl s i nce the U-ts of the 
Raven show. 

I can't <:.. ~ yet. c;1y 41'1?!'3 it ;: :rom, but ey gues.;; 
is Port Simpf'), ., ::.. "' ::, i. ..:;i.1t . n villa ge . Also, I a m quite 
sure the pairt-=T W<c·s a :ic. ~_._:;:J. , a:· his n:i -,e :as Edensh ... ~. 

There is -; :, cum~nt .,; i tter. ".>y Jun -s G. S-i..an ithl.}h 
may prov!dc t ': .'! : n.: -reJ' h t. I do ·11ot r.iave seceas to 1 ~. 
It is listed a~ ·1or:1c.lf.1 lteport a.~ CoLtt'lli3sion.er t.o 
Procure Articl~s .r ,:::· ~. e 8m1-:.ai:r..ial lt11._;,o.:;_t(,.,l Jrt"', ~ppandix, 
William G-JuvPr .~ur b :-Tia Re~rt, 45C:J!. Senate Executive 
Document. 59". P.1rfia pc ~"Ou hava acceso ti it. It is l!stoo 
in the bibliegrapr:; jf t :re Mlllera' book "Lost Beritago 
ot Alaskan • I am also in touch vi th a vomn vho has just 
finished t\.ro !Jook£: alx•ut Judge Sv..m: ¥.rs. Lucile McDohal<l, 
11855 Holmes Poi1: ; l:ri ve 17.E, K11'1cland, i 'll3h, 9B03J. I 
phoned her on ll'r1day ur.tl received a note :'rom ha,.. ttlr1ay, 
but it vasn•t ·v-er.17 sa t i.Jful!'tory.. Sl1e ooya th.:.tt S·~n 
in 1875 collectoc a :o't o:f' thh gi:J, including a huge canoe 
at Port Simpson &.no oil 30 by 20 fot>t Indian lodge .at 
Alert Bay. I'LL wr··t.i3 :1::.rc tigai ·1 obout t he house front. 
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Bas~d on style (ineluding 'st:igm;ita!) 1 7our great 
big tun-fillad painting was done by the ss.mo man vho 
paL-,t'3Cl the huge ttBell.£. Bella" canoe in the American 
Museum (, oe Inverarity, Fig. 239), and the vall parti+.:ion 
from t he Tl:!.ngit village of lluckwan (see Barbeau, Haida 
Myths, IP1J. 262). I tM.nk be a180 d:f.d the Raven Screens 
in t l-ie D"mver ' .rt lk~eur.i, from Hoonah, :.la::ika. And nf. · 
course he di.:i ~ J.ot '>J.~ :-.h(::!3f.$, boxqs, d '.<1h~r• ~md ot,her 
things, if I cJ.ul r:i :,~:,... 

'..rhc. ..... ..L..i .:i.;u::" ':..1 cnu~ ·.1e::.:: h~ '"~: ~.l$~·an ere'.Jts 
or t he Cis}te' ..... a,:'.t 1.:.d pi~.!":.t "!:Y . ' he big anirtr:ils a r e of 
course K11:1.er :.i.al2z, ':. t t.'ney cm1l1 b 0 a ~peei.8.1 crest 
or two whales c::-11..;, -:- ::.ng. '.I'he human-like figure in the 
centre may be the ~·lln , lr.it Tt r.i r t m:.re. 

ArticticallJ·, J 1, 0 ,:_..., f' C"J!"'"?8 :md "-e ""'~ lJ 
arrangemc.nt ~' r:: N>~. ve1'~· great, having nothing ot" the 
overall ccrntrol ~1f p•JsiJ .:vc.. ar:c r.nd-+.1.v£: ~~c"' se~n on 
chest designs. t:.t;;:-~ t1.i:: t rtht ::-cnlly :.;howe hir. hand is 
in the detd.il t~ , ..:.r.t ·::.rn.:17'.~ th i.llor things that are 
going on is a g:I'(-t\t dclJ.] or f'tn: . One crtl!"t.eter1stic of 
the 118n (and n.c.ybe: othGcr;.1 ? !:i3 PS""r>) ''"tl :"' t.hs OTerall 
appearanca o! uaut.:.:ral syrTnetry w:h11e m1d.ng all the 
details on t i:c hro eid.es cJH'f rer..t. Pie"<: any t.vo detai:Lo 
or su~fialds on th<.-! two vhal·~s , and you'll find he 
treated t hem differently. Bo did the same on his oox 
and dish cle~igns. 'I'f~13re are all sorts of' faeea> full-
taae, profile, or punred, n.nrJ ~11'"se arc pretty diagnostic 
or the mn. Uo">,,;ice t r.0 cr.:i.~y little upside-dovn hurinns 
coming out of' t ho v:hl:l ,Js ' spouts, l!nd t he at.tonuatad 
little mEM (1 J '.'i.yi..rtg on t ho wl1alz:.; 1 OO.ck:3. He was in a 
good mod that dLl.y ane -reul.ly bad himself a roll. 

Bill Holm is st.ill mt oonvinced that this great 
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range of ma.teri&l vl-iich I see E4S the work ot one man 
i s a single L-1.:lividual ' s style. I guess he still sees 
a l"U..'llber of artist.a inwlved : Bella Bella, Haida , T9im-
shinn and Tlingit. re had a bit of a debat e last nonth 
when I sho 1ec slides at the Northwest Anthropological 
Conference ir Victoria, a!'.d we have ~an.z to •-ork the 
;rot,erial over nud.i:!g thi:~ su.m:ner. You will nc doubt wqnt 
to ask h::l.~ opinion >f .:.· 1e l10U-~~ f..l0·1t, o.r..d. h~ :.d.g~1·.:. well 
oome uµ ,.j_ :.h .J..1 <.11,-;,,r01· d:.1•.rer e ;1t _'-rom J"d.ne. F.)r maJ 
t hough, :t. t. w< s u b~" i.;.tL)llJ.y r:'.c!1 pia:::e of tr.a jigs:w 
puzzl'3, "ii . - .!:.! ~· ~!' !.nc-..... i : 4..: t:~,. .o:·k nf that ~n. 

!fecd!csn ·::.· cu;;.r, : illlpl~re ;rou to Jend -.lliat.i;:ver 
other photng-np!1s ..... 1:G. al:i.Jt3s you have, and any fur·;;.'101 .. 
information tha~ co,~ ~ -vo li&ht. I r~h.11 puraua tile 
m t ter w.1.tl. H ... ··, • • ::J,mk ..i..<1 1 'vo zt?o L' 5Ln g'<ive <.i.ri:J ll'lDl'e 
data t.ha t "OUJ. ; ~ ; ~ -· : .<..:!..;:,. 

Your riue..;:l.o l ·l.!1:ct :<Jr ~ .., :;..3 ' ~.,.n ... cL .... n11 or i ;~:::lJrie.;411 · 1 

could be in'torJ •. ·a~ ~d ~11 ,!.::..f ~ar-:mt 'rlaya: •ib.e.t would you. 
call all ~'!-.e ;;'.;afE ',:u. t va~ ccllec::.ed i'ro~ Tlingit vlll• 
ages '!m.t was r. .. 1~ ;JY 1,1-~1:~:'1.L.fl.n H>\l.ili:., o.i.· .:.a.,.,.dc b.r a visiting 
Canadian Haic.!a'l L.1..•e ·1,,ht: i 1..:1.vtu1 3cretmt; '" ~rb<lit<n" if 
Charles !Jsnc:;.:.: p, i •. .. d then oa :.:i. trip tn :~las~? 1:-
I am correct ~.~'.a-t CE ~:-.ii too it at Port Simpson, tr.en it 
is l~ Ca~dian, bu· .. so wha.t'l That's your problem, 
but I would approoia-'ce i~ if you would let me use the 
picture ln solving ey p1-cbl3Jrl: tno realm o.f Edens.aa'.I. 

1.n•rs sincerely, 

·::.Is~m !)uff, 
s30cie1le .Profe:J~r. 
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