
J IT.AJ.!AT ORIGIN STORY OF SECi~T oOCI Beynon v . 3 1957 

(tram notee taken from late enry ieroe of ort impeon, lso 
information from Helen Clifton) 

~ot far from Kita.mat there w a a lar e lake hioh a chief 

had to travel to et to hie hunting grour.da . r ny times a 'being 

appe red on the lake and seized the3e people, and many were lost . 

fi young Prince of this house and two o! hie head men deoided 

they ttould tx·y to deetroy this evil t uing that brought auch gr ef 
decided to 

amone then. They/ma.Be a l arge rart to attemvt too pture t e being 

in the l e. and went don to the shore, takin a canoo with them. 

Soon they oaw a laree o noe oomi11g down the lake, bearing only 

one person . rpe oanoe sea~ed to be live· being, hich C e 

don tho li:.uo · ithout eing paddled or sailed . 

,.hen the three men eaw thie they atop e workin on the 

rai't. T e c ..... nve thun tuxned aoo~ · and went back to tue ie ci of 

the 1 o. lo the three men ere try11 to u aide whether or 

not to follo6 it , to oanve a 1 ca.:n.e don froru the e dot the 

la...'l{e , headed for the lace • ere ti..o t rec men e1·e. vnc:e L1ore it 

turned about and ~nt bac to the he of the lake. Thua tae three 

men kne that ch bein in the oanoe 1 .1..ed them ~o f'ollOii , and they 

·uceaed t o.t erhapa it h.o.d oomethi to 0.t'lO them. uO th£1Y \lent 

to the he d of t e l ·e, nd thei·e they sa t 1e uein in the atrange 

canoe subtn.erg and tl.ey knew that the co.noe as a lilon te' c,f t.he lake. 

,e.."tt a houae •,ao oeen to emor o f'ro t e lake, c..nd a .man 

a.o dancing in front of the house . The da.ncor 1ae dreaaed in chief ' s 

regalia, o.nd e led another 1:m11 ho eoomed to be under a strange 

influence. The latter ae calling out y~p y p ytp • •• 

Then the" toners ea t hat the man who a.a being led wan 
runn!ng about in front of the house, devouring -.,hat appeared to 

' 
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be the flesh of a child all the while ne waa danaing . Oticr in 

tho houae c cmtil1u lly ce.lled out Y~!> y(!J ,. • • • 'l'he dancer •.r1or e 

a cedar b, ... rr.rine 1·0\U1d his neok a.n<i .... not .. ,r on hia 110~ .. d. 

T!-!e house 1 cfore wh.:i.oh the de.ncinc was t .ki.: !)1,\ce al0\1ly 

aank int o the we.ters of the lv . .ke until it diae.p eared. 

'.l.'hc y(,u.n chief uf t!l.e ... 4 rty of throe lt ,:eooc;rdzed t1mt 

it a ob7iou~ly a chief they :ie.o o~cn tla cin, ai1d he at onoe 

te rn.,~u the performance on 1111ba1 or xc!di:,11 lu.ltti t,. {:-· t!dom mean 

pa.:r-tnl ins of .hume.n 111:-ii..cc) . Thia r,e:r.formnnoe h~ olained oxolueively 

for chiefs or royaltj . 

'1'he tlu.ee men .h.J.d be,1n there for ::io o time ,,hen tht'y oa, 

another houae :riee up, and before it otQod nlw.t aeemed the aame 

beine, eingi11g nr uilJ destroy everything of value tha t I oee" . 

Then a man garbed a.e .e ring a cedar bo.rk ring 

on hio head and one around hie neck; be en to dest::oy valuable boxe e 

and other property laying about. Yet he would not touch t oqe tings 

that had cedar bark rings on them. 11 the while the danoex ao 

oineine tbat he was destroying everything. 

The chief of the three onl oo era kne~ thut the dancer was 

a chief, and claimed thio dance as the exclusive right of ohie!s, , 
which would bear the name l udziet (r.. Mine to wantonly def.ltroy, 
• kwak ; la1 uaz.., c ) • 

The wa.tcl1ero o~ that 001 eneation was made to the owner of 

the nr.ticles o.eatroyed . The chie! krew that thie denoted ve l t hy 

et&nding, and that distribution of wealth in thin manner showed 

one'G diareea.1·d for wealth. h e noted leo t hat the people ooUld 
t 

rotect goods they did not want a rmed by laying a lu?i or cedar 

ba,rkring on the article . llanging in front of the danci ng house 
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was a large cedar ~~rk ring whioh ~__ade it taboo for any e~ce~t 

init~.atecl membo:..:a of t ho he.lr.li t .,;rour, in Reasion t the ti."llc, and 

made kno n to .. 11 oth~ra th.t they l11Ust not enter. 

( 'Beynon'o note: I nan told a.t BeJ.1 .. P-lla. th t lndz:;.ata actun.lly 

meant "neetr yin.· thin..,a .. o i f .. r z:-r 11 . ) 

The t.i ·eo men waited bout after the second house had 

dioappe~red into tne l ako , aa t.ey could he~r atran e noises and 

a continu .. 1 a!11...,i1 g. Thon ouddenly a hird ltou e appeared on the 

ateI':.:J, and th~ sarc boing atood 1n front of it , but this time there 

wero r~n:, more oorJle. '..t'.hio timu t e C:::.1 1cf w. in t.ho role of 
• ma:ner of ceremonies .nd the ini tio.tea l~re of t- e l.J.1-~; t erou • 
tl.en 

The initiate . as bro t to the tn!).Ctor ha.lait,/tnere 

wa. i:.a e:tchan~e of valuable ....,ift a to the mlai t, \.ho t wn :i.·ooe 

whilo nia ttc:.1dnnte af .. m,g an d 1.rnn.t r;ith ovdon bcatcru on a. lon 

flat boa.rd. The chief led the initiate, uho was accompa.n1ed on 

ca.ch aide by the ain inc and drunrmin a.t tendanta, to t he oent1:e of 

tho house ir:uncdiately under the woke holo . w'l:ule the in.1 tiate 

danced in a ve y insane r.:uumc.i' J.e r stcr of ce:l:"enoniN3 too. him 

and t e initiate se13ued to diappear, juot e.a tlie ciaoter ha.la.it 

ma.do not:f.ona a s if he had thrc':'in the ini tiatc through the f;lmoke hole. 

Haying "Uy oon has eone to the heavens , there to acqui re T1iedot111
• 

Then the Illf\.ater .alli t returned to hie seat and another 

ini tie.te VJe.o broueht before him. The person brinuin the initiate 

called out, ''Oh l Great ha.la.it, install l.JOt:10 of your indoLl and 

power into thia poor ordinary pereou11
• Placing eifts 1n front of 

the hal ' it the donor ca l led out "This ia to partly oompenoa te ttJ.e 

rea.t halait for using hie po er for thia poor ordinary pereon11
• 

Then the hal ait arose nd led the initiate, who wae danoin,:; 

in frenzied faahion, t o the middle of t he houee , a he had done 

1 
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before, made aa if to thr o the initiate through the emok e hole. 

rthen the initi .... to had diea pc~re tr-e halait eaid, ",Uy aon has gone 

to the hca-vena to c quire "iado , he will return aoon" • 

• md ao this chief ini ti ted t he m ny ho had athereo., and 

then ret!recl to h 1'f3 secret ch bera. His atteudante, ho ere all 

dreoat'td in dancing coetumea, ga t h ered up ll the ,,e t th<;,, had 

been iven the bale.it chief and took it ou . 

The t h ree w tchers t hen ea'1 -chat all w o quiet in t h e third 

hOU3e. ext niornine tl.ey ileard the s ound of whistlin • '.i.'hey looked 

a t t he hOU30, and the otr nge -nhistling aame from all nromid th e 

houee and even in t:ne wood • and ooon there oeeoed .;o b e a big 

crowd of people all watchiru~ t he surface o! t i1e w· te.1: . ..>OOn ther e 

ape red a 1uge white owan (gate ) beariILo on it3 -Otl.C.b. he firat 

i nitiate , c omp.l.ctely nude . · •S t.1~e initi to la.ndeu t the h uae 

tho halait led him around the houae arid i. 1.eu into tlie ceut:r:e, here 

he wao uade to dance ildl in time to th b ,u 1Dti u.· i.l,t; ~yOul.len 

aticka ( ape.; .. } OU the f lat ·ooard .and th a1n ng o! the tten ants . 
of the .ma•ee.1.· nalo.i t 

17hen t h e da.i1ce/wao OOL:lpleted, he wont to t.o.e initi ·t.e and 

reuoved the cedar ba.r.k ring f1•om hia ead and took him to ;.here hie 

people were seated . hey ·then led the initia te a\ a.y to seclude him 

where he oould not contac t or inf uenoe anyone . 

!t wae nece ... a.ry t hat t b.e initid.tC a ay ,1 ll il.e ha.lait 

unt i l all the influence of the hal~it initia ion had left him. 

before he could be pemitted t o mi %18le wi th the ,IJeo_p.Le £18..a.iu. 

lleY..t day e.ga.1n t h e aupex:natural nay..n~x whia tleeeounded 

and s oon tnc maater hal.J.it can:.e and led out the initia te . fter 

t h e hal uit hnd da.ncod he removed another ceda r bark collar from 

t he initiate'e neck . The chief sucked the back of the initiute 

nd t hen blew bat he had "removed" t hrough the emoke hole , thus 
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reuoving the last of the hal it ini'lucnoe . •~t las the ini~i te 

, e tree of 11 t J.e halai t in luenoe. 

Gifte ,,;ere 

t tenda."lt • 

n.B this d.:ino • 
• 

ain diatri utcd to t~e halait and 11 tne 

e not ~er ormed y · e chief but bY, the 

l ekag.!t ( o.r,.llnat'y people ) ci.c12s of _peop e, t.ne ua"tchiue c.n.1.ef 

announced to his two companions I hio ill be for all the people . 

nd a~ t he ~,loa ia that o a orszy person wo :mall call it 

Then the third house - ank doln into the v,a.tera of the 
\ 

lak .. , ba~ ti1~ t hree men oont.1.nued to \'1U.it, aa they heard v,na\ sounded 

like more singing. ~rter a long wait they s aw another house <$er ,e 

frolD. the lake. uen this w ·a ully a.floa t the three w tc ere\ 

saw the es.me perfo1"lll.er . l'hia time the eounuv of t he whistles \ 

wore different, but ao before they wore blo ius o.11 around the \\ 

house. The dancing was even ilder than that in the mi?etea, 

but all t he :procedure ss the same . The initiate ao brought before 

the chief ha.1.:it t~rt::e timeo, and each ti.He there &ea d otr1but1on 

of gifts to the halait and hie a ssietante. Jince the eame 

roc~dure ,a uced in t .io s in the mi ?etl!e pe.&.form ce, e_._oept 

that the ctiow:1 ere wilder and ora.zier, t i~e perf omanoe a.a 

te!'lllecl "maim, meaning crazier . 

(Bo h terms, mi?at¼a and ?nuiim, ere ot :iml\kua (wetsta) 

ori in) . 

~n this fourth performanoe ha.d finished the house sank 

back into the la.kc . But etill the three otonere heard singi ng 

coming up from the water, M.d soon the strange canoe which eeemed 

a l ive came to where t he men waited, and in the aanoe rae the being 
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ho had done t h e dancing, c:md he a:po.ke to the th1·ec men . 

"You r...a.ve now u ,:n ~,hr anui;.:r, . 'l'he f:i.r t two v1ill be 

rJAlaito 1c. t h ey ,ill e.loo choo• e h O irdti t~ t.:. t \113.l b o 

me -1Je:i·e . .1.He c 1..1.efs of the t r .... l.Jt!S ill be the hec..dH of tl1. G 

rou a, i 9 at i!:~ ar1d?nui:im, nd "tL\::y al;l;,.ll 1e comp~ua t d by 

ti C ~'v, ili t:~ of tl .. e ihi ti tt:36 • 

a ud the ludzi6t, o.1·e to be tho excluai vc lJroperty of t .. e royal 
sh~ be very ~cluu~v~ . 

g;rou .. fl of o ch tribe, and eH:l:~- 1!\- ke"- eh~~i-.. e-P"eftl•~•a -•~-eate:tJ . 

n ow you r etu ·n to your village a.nd at ,:tjth e ne dances and roupa . 

Those of y o u1· peoyle lJ..t.OL1 you tb.oug1 t to be de l.<l are t he ones t~t 

you hear aineing, a.nd it i a t hey tkit • ve given you t ,oae dauc es." 

The three l'!len returned to their v:l.lle...;e or Litam.a.t , t "" ill.king 
\ 

t hey had been gone only a few daye . They fowid that t .aey ad been 

g o:ie eevera.l y ea.re nnd had been ·iveu up a ciead , 

They t aught t he eople t he 1rn tliinga they iiwd le..4rned, 

and soon wore travelling f ro1n ·villaGe to vill e teu.ch1n · t he 

firet t he lcwakui people , then gitxai a d taanoi yan, 1· 

who in turn tool~ t he knowl dgo to t e nio • .! tribeo on the naaa 

and he e;i t.!:as~n on ·t h e U pe r Skeena . 
I any of t n e eou e r n trib1o 

I 
which are of sout ern interio1· ori in did 11ot !..c..v e y of tn.e ooa at 

,! 
l 

~l.lita, tand 1ohey now lo rned from ue w ua tr1b a ihoee inftuenoe 

extended from Ki amat as ar south as t l o Ga e udgo people wit to 

aom.e ts or Vancouve l~leJ1 • s ~ell ao into the big ooaata~ 1n1eta. 
I 

j. 
I 
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