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LITAMAT ORIGIN STORY OF SECRET SOCIETIES Beynon ve 3 1957

(from notes taken from late Henry Pierce of Port Simpson, also
information from Helen Clifton)

liot far from Xitamat there was a large lake which a chief
had to travel to get to his hunting grounds., Many times a being
appeared on the lake and seized these people, and many were lost.

A young Frince of this house and two of his nead men decided
they would try o destroy this evil tuing that Erouaht such grief

decided to

among them, They/malle a large raft to attempt to capture the being
in the lakes and went down to the shore, taking & cance with them.

Soon they saw a large oa5oa goming down the lake, bearing only
one person. The canoe seemed Lo be a livel ... . ""heing, which oaﬁn
down the lake without being paddled or sailed.

#/hen the three men saw this they stopped working on the
"raft, The cance then turned avout and went back to the head of
the lake., while the three men were trying to decide whether or
not to follow it, the cance again came down from the head of the
lake, headed for the place where the three men weres unce more it
turned about and went dack to the head of the lake., Thus tae three
men knew that the being in the cance wished them o followy and they
guessed that perhaps it had something to show themes 50 they went
to the head of the lake, and there they saw the being in the strange
canoce submerge and they knew that the cance was a monster of the lake.

Next a house was seen to emerge from the lake, and a man
was dancing in front of the house. The dancer was dressed in chief's
regalia, and he led another man who seemed t0 be under a strange
influence, The latter was calling out y8p ¥8p ¥Cp « + »

Then the watchers saw that the man who was being led was
running about in front of the house, devouring what appeared to
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be the flesh of a child all the while he was daneing, Others in
the house contirually called out y%» ¥€p . « « + The dancer wore
gedar barkring around his neck and another on his head.

The house before whigh the daneing was taking place alowly
sank into the waters of the lake until it disappeared.

The young chief of the party of three had recognized that
it was obviously a ehief they ad seen dancing, and he at once
termed the performance cannibval or xgfdem halfit., (xgfdem means
partaking of human beings)., Thies performance he elaimed exclusively
for chiefs or royali¥.

The three men had been there for some time when they saw
another house rise up, and hefore it stood what seemed the same
being, einging "I will destroy everything of value that I see".

Then a man garbed as a ohief. ané wearing a cedar bark ring
on his head and one around his neeck, began to destroy valuable boxes
and other property laying about. Yet he would not touch those things
that had cedar bark rings on them, All the while the dancer wasg
singing that he was destroying everything.

The chief of the three onlookers knew that the dancer was
a chief, and claimed this dance as the exclusive right of chiefs,
which would bear the name ludzili& (meaning to wantonly destroy,
kwaxda language )

The watchers saw that compensation was made to the owner of
the articles destroyed. The chief knew that this denoted wealthy
standing, and that distribution of wealth in this manner showed
one's disregard for wealth. le noted also that the people could
protect goods they did not want harmed by laying a lu;i or cedar
barkring on the article. Hanging in front of the dancing house
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was a large cedar bark ring which made it taboo for any except
initiated members of the haldit group in session at the time, and
made known to all othera that they must not enter.

( Baynon's note: I was told at Bella Baila that ludzistd actually

meant "destroying things as if erazy".)

miotad  The three men waited about after the second house had
disappeared into the lake, as they could hear atrange noises and
a continual singing. Then suddenly & third house appeared on the
waters, and the sane being stood in front of it, but this time there
were many more people. This time the chief was in the role of
master of geremonies and the initiates were of the 1a§aast £roupe
The initiate was brought o the master haldit,}ﬁazre
was an exchange of valuable gifts to the haldit, who then rose
while hig attendants sang and beat with wooden beaters on a long
flat board. The chief led the initiate, who was accompanied on
each side by the singing and drumming attendants, to the centire of
the houge immediately under the smoke hole, #hile the initiate
danced in a very insane manner the maater of ceremonies took him
and the initiate seemed to diappear, just as the master haldit
made motions as if he had thrown the initiate through the smoke holep
gsaying "My son has gone to the heavens, there to acquire wisdon".
Then the master haldit returned to his seat and another
initiste was brought before him, The person bringing the initiate
called out, "Oh! Great haldit, install some of your wisdom and
power into this poor ordinary person", Flacing gifts in front of
the halfit the donor called out "This is to partly compensate the
great haldit for ueing his power for this poor ordinary person”.
Then the haldit arose and led the initiate, who was daneing

in frenzied fashion, to the middle of the house, as he had done
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before, made ag if to throw the initiate through the smoke hole.
When the initiate had disappeared the haldit said, "My son has gone
to the Leavens to aequire wisdom, he will return soon".

And 8o this chief initiated the many who had gathered, and
then retired to hi® secret chambers. Iiis attendants, who were all
dressed in dancing costumes, gathered up all the wealth that had
been given the haldit chief and took it out.

The thiree watchers then saw that all was quiet in the third
house. Jlext morning they heard the sound of whistling. They looked
at the house, and the strange whistling came from all arouund the
houge and even in the woods, and soon there seemed o be & big
g¢rowd of people all watching the nuifaoe of the watere. oSoon there
appeared a huge white swan (gdk) bearing on its back the first
initiate, completely nuwde. -8 tue initiate landed at the house
the haldit led him around the house and then into the centre, where
he wag nade to dance wildliy in time to the beating of the wooden
sticks (spdx) on the flat board.and the singing of the attendants.

of the mamkker haldit

When the dance/was completed, he went to the initiate and
removed the cedar bark ring from his head and {ook him to where his
pecple were seated. They then led the initiate away to seclude him
where he could not contact or influence anyones

It was necessary that the initiate stay with the haldit
until all the influence of the halfit initiation had left him,
vefore he could be permitted to mingle with the people agaiie

Next day again the supernatural naxnfx whistlessounded
and socon the master haldit came and led out the initiate. after
the haldit had danced ke removed another cedar bark collar from
the initiate's neck. The chief sucked the back of the initiate
and then blew what he had "removed" through the smoke hole, thus
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removing the last of the haldit influences «+t last the initiato
was free of all the haldit influence.

Gifts were again distributed to tae haldit and all the
attendants.

48 thils dance was not performed by tue chief but by the
1eiaa£t (ordinary people) clazs of peoplie, the watching chief
announced to his two companions "This will be for all the people.
And as the aetion is that of a orazy person we shall call it
grazy dance, mi%etda." K ﬁA ;

Then the third house sank down into the watorn of thg
lake, but the three men aontinued to wait, as they hoara uhaﬁ sounded
like more singing. after a long wait tnay saw another houac j rge
from the lake., When this was fully afloa t the three watchers
gaw the same performer, This time the sounds of the whistles
were different, but as before they were blowing all around the

house. The daneing was even wilder than that in the mi%etaa,

but all the procedure wae the same, The initiate was brought bc}orc
the chief halfit three times, and each time there wasa distribution
of gifts to the haldit and hip assistants. dince the same
procedure was used in tuis as in the miet2a performance,; except
that the actions were wilder and crazier, the perfiormance was
termed “nuim, meaning crazier,

(Both terms, mi®ot®4 and “nudim, were of kwakidk (wetsta)
origin)e

#hen this fourth performance had finished tue house sank
back into the lake, But still the three watchers heard singing
coming up from the water, and soon the strange canoe which seemed
alive came to where the men waited, and in the canoce was the being
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who had done the dancing, and he spoke to the three men.

"You have now seen {our dances. <he first two will Ue
only for chiefs, and the lasl two will be for all the people,
but will be led by the chiefss, The chieis will act as master
haldiis and they will also choose tue initiates that will be
members. 7The ghiefs of the tribes will be the head# of tlese
groups, mi“etaa and®nusim, and they suall be compensated by
the Jamilies of the initiates. _ |

"The other twe groupsy the xgdfdam (Cannibal) haddit,

and the ludzistd are to be the exclusive property of the royal
shall ve very exclusive.
groups of easch tribe, and eniyen-Fewn-phhiki-de-sermeticd~to-entes,
How you return to your village and startthese new dances aad‘iroupl.
Those of your people whom you thought to be dead are the ones thnt
you hear singing, and it is they that have given you these dnntﬂa-

The three men returned to their village of litamat, tninklnc
they had Veen gone ouly a few days. They found that tiey had hcpn
gone several years and had been given up as deads ﬁ

They taught the people the new thinge they had learned,
and soon were travelling from village to village teaching the
peoples first the Kwakla people, then gitxa3fs and teemsiyén,
who in turn took the knowledge to the nisg.’ tribes on the Hass

and the gitkedn on the Upper Skeena. Many of the southern tribJI
which are of southern interior origin did not have any of the q%ast
naldits, and they now iearned from the kwaki® tribes whose inf uence
extended from Litamat as far south as the Cape kudge people L to

gome parts of Vancouver lslang, as well as into the big coanta} inlets.
|

|
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