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HALlIT 

There are t wo different forms of hal~i t connected with ea.ch 

other , but used at different times in the life of an individual. 

1 

When a male or female child reached t h e age of reason when it 

could remember things the father called in the hal~it to devise 

some way of showing the child to the village in some supernatural 

fashion. 

An informant, Joshua tsibese, relates such an incident. 

This i s the first form of hali1i t a child sees. It i a the aim 

of every parent to be able to present all their children to the 

village in t h is spectacular way . This ceremony requires much waalth, 

to be g iven away , and the hal ait has to be richly paid if he is 

successful. 

One form is this: the child is supposed to be dead and 

the haliit is to bring back its life. The child makes an appearance 

from some other part of t he village after its remains have been 

supposedly burnt or buried . 
• 1 

Another means : The hal~it makes a carving to represent 

the child and this is shown to t he people at some distanc~: 

The carving is moved about by some mechanical means and the child 

appears to fall down dead . The father a t once runs down and g etB 

the body, hiding it from view, and then gives t he child (dummy) 

to the hal~it who covers it from sight while sing i ng a s pecial 

song. He then brings out the live boy or g irl and shows the child 

to the people . 

The incident Mr. tsiybsse refers to was when c~ks brought out 

------ his child to have the hal~it perform . This happened when the 



-
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informant was a boy and he says: 
11 The chief els sent word to all the villagers to come to his 

house to see his young daughter go through the hal~it . 

2 

11 When all the people were gathered in the house the hal~it 

(medicine man) made his a ppearance and began to sing a song. (This 

s ong became the property of the person about to be put through/the 

halait/ and was suog as a nurseryaong by him or her in after years. ) 

"Then the medicine man told us: •You will se e the child 

walking along the beach near the water . It is hiding in a stump 

near the water and she will come up the beach and will then fall 

down and die .' 
11 The people went outside and I saw wn.at wa s like a little 

g irl, with no clothes on although it was bitter cold and there was 

snow on the g round . This body walked a long the beach and then 

turned toward the people and walked a little way and then fell down. 

The people began to cry and sing dirge soci and then the medicine 

man came out of the house and went down to where the body lay and 

picked it up and carried it into the house . There the medicine man 

sang a dirge song ovef the body of the child until the child began 

to move about . Then the medicine man said: "The child is breath ing 

again" , and the father gave huge g ifts to all assembled there ." 

The informant sta ted that he afterwards found out t hat the 

body they saw on t h e beach was a wooden carving which was moved 

a bout mechanically and finally destroyed . 

This hal~it is the first step of the child into the world , 

and if a child has not taken t n is step it is not considered, even 

when it has grown up. v'/henever it pleased other people . they might 

rebuke a person who h ad never been pe r formed upon by the medicine man~ 
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saying: "You have never had t he halai t . 11 

This custom t he informant declares to be the same as that 

among the gitga9ate , gid9as•tsu, and tsemsiy~n and nisg . a people , 

and he quoted a nother incident relatincl to the time of l eg~x of • 
the g ispaxl~ts group of tsemsiy{n. This was done in honor of 

• 
legex's daQghter . She would be shown to the people t he following 

• 
year and leg~x wished to show h is people something really wonderful 

so t he event would be remembered always among •Ae~ the g ispaxl~ts • • 
leg ~x travelled everywhere in search of another man who 

resembled him and he found one in g i ga9a te who resembled him 

so closely that when they both stood together /no one could tell 

them apart/ . 

When he had found this man he weturned to his waiting people 

at their home an Metlakatla . Chief l eg~x t hen h id himself from . 
everyone and his double took his place . He stay~d with the wives 

of leg~x and in every way t his slave was treated as t he great chief . 

He wanted for nothing . 

Soon it was time for t he people to move to the Naas r~ver for 

the oolichen f i shing season where they would stay all spring . The 

wives of leg~x put him in a huge box and placed tnis in the . 
canoe and he was taken onto the canoes and cared for by them. 

Everyone thought that the slave was the real leg~x and no one knew 

that the real chief was hiding . 

When they came back to Met l akatla from the Nass river t rie 

' gispaxl~ts people got ready for a huge feast , for leg~x was going 
• 

3 

to show h is daughter to all the people and the medicine man was to 

prepare something none would, forget. His daughter was a great princess . 

His wife was a gi t xal a woman and so h e invited the git~a; a people . 
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I , "'r '--: : ',;, s e 0 :1.'..::. .1 o •. . . .., .·. t · ., ~o t.iL 01.1 ..... ~1 t :1e 1·v •• :. .~it . He wished 

' to make a g reat event of this because his wife was of the house of 

hs "l, which is why the gitxala people were inivted. 
• rv 

"When all the peopl e had arrived in the house the hal~it 

appeared and said: "leg.~~ is g oing to leave us, to die and be burned . 11 

The people thought that this was only going to be a trick and that 

a dummy would be used. 
' 11 The gispaxl~ts people took l eg~x'a double (and the real . . 

leg ~x was hiding, yet the double was taken before the people and 
medicine man 

sang a dirge song and fell down as if struck. The hal~it picked 

him up and bound him and then the g ispaxl~ts headman said: • 
11 \Ve are g oing to burn the chief and the 'great ha.lc!i t' wi ll restore 

the chief to us.") 
11A big wood pile was then made up, the body placed upon 

this and a g reat fire was started in order to burn the body . All 

the guests remained, and the g isp~l6ts people started to sing dirg e 

songss . Nhen the f ire was out nothing remained b~t bones. The 
.tned:i..qine man nala1t went and p icked them up and brought out a huge box. It was 

medicine man 
in this box t hat the real legtx was hiding . The hal~it took the 

boneseeRee a nd put them in the box and sang song s which he alone 

kneWp then he breathed into the box and sang again . Meanwhile the 
, medicine man 

g ispaxl6ts sang dirges and beat upon drums . ~/hen the haliit had . medicine man 
worked over t h e b ox for a long time the singers stopped , the hali1i t 

slowly moved around the box, then sto~ped and breathed into it again, 

and sang once more . The song was supposed to be the breath of t h e 

dea d man a nd the Mai!ai~e-ma~ medicine man wa s returning it to the 

large box . \/hen the song was finished the medicine man touched t h e 



Beynon 1916 g itx~i a pp 6-19 

box and a noise was heard in the box . Again t he s i ngers sang and 

the women cried dirge songs . The medicine man stopped them and 

examined t he box again: .!hen everyone waa quiet they heard more and 

louder noises in the box and t h e m edicine man said: "He i s just 

comi ng to life . " Again the people s ang dirge song s. The guests never 

went away and they never moved . 

The medicine man again stopped and went to the box and ca lled 

out: "Are you a ll right now, leg ~x?" . The people n ea r d gvwaua 

and t he medicine ma n said: "He is coming to life now" , so the 

singers s ang once more for a long time and t hen t he medicine man 

came to t he box and unlaced t he cover . l eg~x stood up and a ll 
• the guests were frightened because they t hought t his was a ghost,be?lx) 

• 
and t hey went out . ~hen t h ey had returned l eg~x s tood up a n d s a id: 

"I am come back again and I want to show my daughter t o you. 11 The 

g irl was shown to all t h e people and the gispaxl~ta gave away many • 
p resents to a ll t heir guests . 

Beynon ' s note: ( I have heard t h e same from different men of the 

g ispaxl~ s and t h e only difference in the vers ions is t h e character . . 
of t he man who was burned in place of the chief . Instead of being 

a g itga?ate , ke was a slave from gid . aganitz people in Alaska where 

he was cap tur ed . According to the way I have heard it rela ted by 

the tsemsiy ~n, g ispaxl~ts , l eg~x ' object in g iving this was to show . 
the people t hat h e .ad t h e best a nd strongest haliit . h e invited 

not only t he g itxai a but all t he different tribes , even to tne g i dag .-. 
anitz tribes and t he haide s as well. 

( In t h e tales I hav e he a r d from t ne g ispaxl~ts I . 
don ' t remember any mention of t he nat ionality of lbg~x ' wives, nor 

a ny mention of his children.) 
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After a child had g one through this form of presentation to 

the t r ibe its importance was always recognized. It was almost necessary 

f or a per son to do t h is or he would leave h imself open to t aunts 

from the tribe when h e g rew up . 

And men, especially chiefs , oft en used to use t h is in calling 

other chiefs to feas ts , and the feas t was known as halaiten . 

------ The informant did not wish to go intima tely into the branches 

of the hal~it secret societies, which a re divided into three 

divisions: .. 

_,.o..~ 4i c, 1-[ 1 . g .~tt partaking of /human beings. The members of t h is branch 

were supposed to practise cannibalism, eating human flesh. 

2 . 
J,r;..~hs $ 

'-r~W' 3. 
711'1' 

g~s partaking of dogs . Another branch in whi ch t he members 

were supposdd to eat dogs . 

?m.fl tm meaning the name of the club (mi~€) used by this group . 

This third group was used only by princes , nobles , a nd chiefs . 

The object of t his was more to show wealth . Men only belonged 

and t hey had certa in privileg es . ,fuen a member of this ?m!¼~m 

intended to give a feast he would first enter the house of some 

gr eat man , holding i n his hand h is ?milE (club) which is carved . 

The ca rving represented which of t he four phratriea t h e owner 

of t h e club belonged t o . For example,• a gispewudwade of 
, 

t emlaJ;?am would have a mgdi?k (grizzly bear club or a c lub to 

repr esent a bear . ) If he was of gitnugun ?aks he would have 

some crest of t hat p l a ce on his pole, and similarly for the obaer 

phr a t ries . 

Vlhen h e had entered t he h ouse h e would at once destr oy e eiii.e-&A¼l'!.@: 

every t hing of any value and the p ersons fled f rom the house . 

In some case i if he did not want to destroy but wanted any article 
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he would go around to various houses and touch such articles with 

his club and they became his property . Afterwards the man gave 

a feast and returned the value of all the tning s taken or destroyed 

to t heir owners. Sometimes , the informant states, the person 

would g ive three or four times the value of the things destroyed . 

This was a very exclusive part of the secret society, 

and no one below the nobles and chiefs were allowed to .; become _, 

member~ and then only if t they had wealth and only the people 

belonging to the semgiget (chief) class and noble s belonged to t h is 
'\ A 

society. l ek?agi gs t never belonged to this society. 

The other branch of the hal~it(secret society) was g . axgst . 
(partaking of human beings) . 

( (The informant was loath to give information on this 

society because since he had been converted he and the rest of the 

people have not pr acticed it.)) 

T!3-e informant says t h e object ,·of t nia society was more to 

make t he people afraid, and the g .axg{t society could do what they • 
wished with the peop~e, ruling them and having more p ower over them 

than some of the chiefs. 

The informant says that an initiate in this branch would 

run around and • grab any one of the people assembled and bite the1;1. 

When he had torn out a p iece of flesh with his teeth he danced 

the haliit dance. He assumed a hal~it name. All the people have 

names different from the ordinary names and these names are not 

inherited, unless a.he person becomes a member of the hal~it and 

then he inherits whatever name his uncle may h ave had. The names 

are never used outside of the haliit. And each chief has his own 

name, which refers in some way to the phratry of his father. 
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For example, if the fatn er were a laxskik (eagle) the name would 
• 

in some way r efer to the eagle . The informant's name was xsta•mgam • 
g ipaikei xski~k " the noisy flight of the eagle". The informant 

• 
says that this name was always called in full when t h e person entered 

a feast or hal~it . It would be called out: 
z. 

d,xins wi xsta.msem gipaikel . xski?k 
• n • 

now enter s great noise of flying eagle 

(Beynon ' s note: The informant 1filould not g ive more more 

secret society names of other men and chiefs, as he was afraid 

the people would hear of it and be angry .) The oth er na.mea ·were 

of a similar k ind however, and always referred to the paternal 

side of t h e holder of the name . 

The other society was of the same lines as t he above,gaxgtt ) • • 
Th_s was known as g~• s "partaking of dog". Instead of eating 

• 
human flesh the people ate dog flesh . The informant say s they 

were a special k ind of white dog kept for t h is purpose , which was 

a l ways well fed before being killed for this purpose. 

The informant says t hat the reason the people had to eat tne 

raw flesh was to make t hem brave and always strong in battle . 

This society had names similar to those of the gaxgttl' • . 
The head of all t hree societies were the medicine men or hal~its . 

The hal~it had more infl uence over the people and the chief came 

to him to use his influence on the people . 

The medicine man was supposed to be able to foretell any 

event and give warning of any approaching death . He was expected 

to be able to tell who was the cause of the death, for the people 

in olden times a l ways believed some p eople caused the death of 

another by supernatural power ~ and thi s was always t h e way a person 

died. 
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This person was a h a ld~ogit (witch) . Not only the W'Gman, 

but a l so the men practised this so as to kill anyone they wished . 

They took some belongings--dirty wearing apparel , spit or sometimes 

their victim 's excrement--and placed this in t heir box, mown as 

galdem haldaog it, "vessel of the haldaogit" . Thi a box was always 

hidden, a nd they performed a k ind of dance over it, t hus causing 

the death of the victim. 

The hal~it was supp osed to be able to find this out, and 

often when he was called in to restore some one to health he would 

say that a cure was impossible because a hald~ogit had control of 

the patient . 

The informan t stated that this hald~ogit was first brought 

among the gi t xai~ by the wetat~ people. The olden time people 

used to g o to the wetst~ p e ople and pay them a big price to cause 

the death of some enemy, and they soon learned how to practise this 

themselves. 

9 

(Beynon's note: The people still believe in this form of 

death at t h e present time /1916/ and in this village there is a sort 

of medicine man who accuses different people of practising the art of 

hald~ogit . The only difference from the old p r a ctise is that this 

man uses his inflaance in a very different way from the old medicine 

men . His method is: he first chooses t he person he wishes to treat 

and goes to them saying h e has dreamt of them and can tell them what 

t o do. h e say s he can f orestall the event about to fall on that 

person and so the people g ive him money and present s. This medicine 

man stays and brings his naxn~xa (supernatural beings) to stay with . . 
h i m and advise him . All the villag ers beleive faithfully in this man .) 

The informant says t hat the medicine men themselves were often 

hald~ogit . 
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HAUIT 

There a.re t o different i'ormo of hal · t connected 1th each 

other, but used e t different t!mea in the life ot a.n individual . 

l 

, en a ral\1e or female child. -rea ched tr.1.e BBC of re son when it 

coald remember thines the father o~lled in the 11a1--1t to devise 

a ome way or ahowillB the chlld to the villa...,.o in so.,ue aupcrna.tural 

f shion . 

An informant, J oshua tsibesc. rel tee eu.ch an incident. 

Thie 1 s t h e first form of halt.!i t A. ohild see a . l t i a the aim 

of every parent to be able to present all the i r children to t .. e 

villace in t hie spectacular \ay . 'hio ceremony requ~reo much wealth, 

to be eiven a,ay, nd the hala.it has to be richly paid i! he is 

aucoeee ul. 

One form ia t his ; the c ild in auppoacd to be dead e.nd 

the l alEit ie to bring back ita life. The child m ·eo n appearance 

from aome ot er part of the villa.go a tcr ite romaine 11ave been 

supposedly burnt or buried . 

A~nother me na: The ha.l it makee a carvit to represent 

the child and t hie is eho n tote peo~lc et some distance~ 

The carving is moved about by eomc necha.nical means and tne child 

appoe.rs to fall doHn dead . The father a t once runs do n and ets 

the body , hiding it :from vie, , and then givea the child (dl.ll!l!ly ) 

to the h~l 1 t. ho covers it from eieht \'1h1le singing a o:peoia,l 

oong . 1 e then brint!e out tho live boy or irl and sho »a the child 

to the people . 

The incident 1 r . taiyb~ee refera to ,aa 1hen c~ko brousht out 

his child to have the hal it perform. '£his hap:penod hen the 



info1·ml.\Il.t ias a boy d ho says~ 

nThe chief a aont ,ord to all the villa,sera to co~e to his 

houee to see hio young dc.ughtor go th1·ough the hal it. 

2 

" !hon c.11 the people • ere t;at hered in tho houoe the ha.l&it 

(medicine ~~n ) nadc his appearanc~ o.nd beea.n to sine a oon. (Thia 

s ong became tho ~roporty of t he person ubout to ba ~ut throu...;.1./the 

hal31t/ o..nd .~o su~G a3 n nurac=ysong by him or her in ~ftcr y c-ro. ) 

11 Thot1 the 1~cdicinc mn.c'"l. .old ua: ' You will oee tho child 

alkiug along the beach near t he nater.. It in hidi%1ci in a. atrnnp 

ner-~r the wc.ter and she will come up the h eaoll and Tii l l then f a ll 

dovm and die. ' 

"The people wont outeide and I safl .vha t w,.a 111::e a little 

girl, 1th no clothes on alt.~o ,hit .a s bi tter cold and t11ere ,aa 

ano on the ground . This body alked along the beach and then 

turned toward t he people and ,1al l<ed a. little v,ay and ti en fell do n . 

TLe people besan to cry und oin~ dir~e so{!;) and then tho medicine 

uan came out of tne houae and wont don to where the body lay and 

picked it up and carried i t into the houac . There the medicine man 

aane a dirge song over the body of the child until the child beuan 

to move ~bout . Then the medicine man said: "The child is breathing 

aa;ain° , and the f'c>.thcr gave huc c 3ifts to t..ll aosemblcd there." 

'l'he infonna.nt ata t ed that ho fter.,arda f ound out t ila.t the 

body they ea, on the beach as a wooden carving which ae moved 

about ccha.nioally ar,d finally destroyed. 

Thie hal it ia the fj rat atep of the ehild into the ~iorld, 

and if a child ha2 not taken t1in atop it is not considered, even 

hen it ~'\a gro, n up . .,llenever it pleased other people they might 

rebuke a _person ho had never been .i,1e1forrned upon by tha medicin e nu,u. 
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saying~ 11 You have never had the he.l~i t • " 

Thie custom the informant deolar a to be the same ae tnat 

ong t.ae git :.ia ta, id,;:a • t u , nd t e oiy· n 

incident rela in Ito t he 

nd niag . ~ 1>eoplc. 

and he quoted nother time of l of • 
t n.c is_ .. l~te J.'OUP 0 taemaiy!n • hi ~au doJe in nonor of • 

ex'a d ugi1.ter ..,he ould be eho ii the peo foJ.lo in l a • ll jtO let 
• 

ye .. r nd l a""eJ He11cd to snow ,1is peo 
l 

l 8 ething really onde~ful 

le 1..~x r velled every, here in scare 1 of ano her u ho 

res mbled him and h e found one 1n · i a.ia.te . .110 res ... bled him 

so closely that wnen 

tne pa.ct/ . 

GY both stood to ethe /no one could tell 

,hen he had · ound thio 1 • n he veturned to his a itin • eople 

at t hei.r homo an ·retlak-tla. Chiet' l eg • : t en hid himself from • 
eve::r y ouc and his double took hio plac • 1. e ctaffd with -cne ivee 

of l .1e~:x and in every 

He n~cd for notn iu . 

y this love ao trea ted ao t h e rcat chief . 

.... oon ,aa '- e J.·o.r t.He ~cople to move to the I:laae river for 

the oolichc3n 1i:;hin.., s 

ivcc c ltt..,l A. ut him • 

uon ho t y oul atay all apri • .he 

ut him in a hu..,e ox and pl cod t.il1e in the 

c lOe t1nd ho us tu en on1.o 'tho o noe 1:1 and c u.red .. or by them. 

veryone L10u<,jht th t the alavo ao the 1·eal loeGx and no one knew 

t hat t.c 1eal chief a s .1ding. 

fuen they came 'back to J ctlakac.la from the Nasu ri vcr e 
, 

gispaxltts people z ot ready for a huge feast, for l eg .. v aa oing 
• 

to ehow his daug ter to all t he people and the medicine man as to 

3 

prepare oomethine none ould forget lii a daugnter a a great r1ncco5. 

lliG wife as a gi t xai a wo an and so h e invited t 11e g1 txaia people • • 
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,, • He ished 

to make a Great event or thia beca.uoe his ife i1a.a of the house of 

h~•l, hich ~a hy the gitJPlia peo_le ,e c in~ted . 

" ,,h en all the people had arrived in the house t ne hal 1\ 

appca:rod and onid: "lag .G': 1e coins to leave ue, to die nd be \,urno • " 

The .people thoueht th~t thia as only goin to be a trick and t~ t 

a. dummy \10Uld "e ll3ed • 
• 11The Gi:l~l ~te people took lo ~~•o double (and the real 

l e..., x \1£1. 0 hidine .;,ot t 'le double \'iae t aken bef ore the pei.>ple and 
r.,.ed1cinc toan 

ear. a dirue aon and fell down a.a if struck . The h ' it picked 

hil'l u p w\ bound him and then the ispe.xl t t a hcadm.."\11 aa.:!.d; • 
\ 
\ 

" 'ie a re soine to burn the chief and the t ·roa t hal,Ut ' will restore \ 

t he chief t o u s ." ) 

~. bi~ ood pile ,aa then de up, t he body pl.ced u on 

this and o; ...:re t fire wa3 atarted in order to burn ~he body . l 

th~ cucste r1;1 ained, nd tho gia axlfit s people started to sing dire . 
eon an . ,hen t he fi:i:-e was out nothin remained b~t bonea . 
medicine man 
hal it went and picked them up 

in thin box t h t the real laLi x 

d brou...,ht out l.i.u e box . lt 
medicine man 

The hal it took t~e as hidin.J . 

bo·1ee t, e~ . d • ut the1n in the box and eant; aonge hich h e n.lone 

a.o 

kne\7. then h e breathed into the box and sang a.ea.in . 
, 

Loan. hile tiJ.e 
medil.!ine rJ.an 

ia:pa, l<'t& aana dirges • 
worked over t e box for 

nd beat upon drwna . en the hal: it d 
medicine man 

a lone time the cineers etoppcd, the hal t 

slowly moved a round tho box, then eto~ cd nd br e t hed into it f.\8a1n, 

and sane once more . The eon ,as ~upposed to be the br eath of t.e 

de d man nd the ~a1,atfte• ft medicine ma.n ae returnin it to the 

large box . ,hen the song was finiehed t he medici ne man touched t he 

l 

r 
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box nd a noi oa was h e ar d in the b or . Ag in the e i ngera 88.llg .nd 

the m!lcn criod dir ee sonso . l 'he n~dicinc n st op ed theru and 

examined the boo. e. o.in: hen evoryor1e ae quiet they heai·d more and 

louder noiaee i n the bo.>. nd t he Ill eciicine 1aan said. "B.e i a ust 

comi to .life . " s:!ai.n t he peo.le ume dir e eon n . rhe euests never 

~,e t .1e.y &no they neve1 moved . 

- e ucdi cine ma.n n i n atop •<;d and ,en t to the box ...rid called 

out: 11 • re you _ .~ ri t no ., le"' ~.'1". T.c;o peo,1ile .lc--rd au.a 

nd the r ua.ic:ine rean a id: ''He ie cozr.in to life r.o " , ao the 

oin e!'t! ~an· onc e or for a lon.., t l.1'1o and t hen the medicine t1 .. n 

cane to t .. e to. nnci unlaced the oovc:i • 1.: 1 x otood t:.p a n 11 

t he gueet a , ere 1 ri • tel!od beoauce tl oy t hou _:.nt t ... d:; .~ 

i rl w;.,.5 ehonn to t~ll U,e l' .o l a1:d th 

Jreacnta to all their eucst a . 

Beyno::-1 ' ct notot ( I have heard the un.t!lc f1·an1 different men of tne 

g i apro:J .. , o and tl e only dii'foronce in tho vc aionc is "tlle characte1 . . 
of th man nho ,as bu1"l1 d in la.co of the cLicf . !natead of bcin 

olave 1·ro."'l aid . e..,ani t z r,copl e in l a.e •. a. vi ere 

he was cnptur d. ~ooord1nr, to the a.y I rm.ve :i a.rd it rel ted by 

the tacmaiy&n, gisJnulf trJ, l og~.x • object in . iving thir; r.s to a.ho • 
tn~ p eople t h ~t e a.d t n o beet and strongest 1 li:i t . ..e inv.i. ted 

5 

n ot only t he git~0.$0. but all t h o different t:;ibeo, even o t.hc i d~ . .. 

anitz t=ibes n.nd t he haidoe ae ~ell. 

( In the tales I ~cive eE.r d from t he e1 paxld"te 1 • 
don't r e1a.ber any mention of tue n tionality of l.Bg~' ives, nor 

any cntion of hio children.) 
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!tor a child had gone throuz,h this form. ot presentation to 

the tribe ito import ance ao al ye recognized. It ae almost nec,ea ry 

for a pereon to do thin or he ould l eave himeelt open tot unto 

from the tribe .hen he gre1 up • 

. nd men, especially 0ftcn uaed o uee tis in o llin 

other chief~ to feaoto , and the feast 8 lmo n as halaiten. 

The in or.oant did not ish to o int.matcly into the br nohes 

of the hal~it secret aocietiea , ,hio4 are divided into tree 

divicione: 

• axf!/ t ., :p-~rtaking of 111. an beincs . Tho members of t 1ia branch 
I 

were eu posed to practioc cannibaliem, ca.tine human fleah. 

p rt akin of d.030 . Another branch 1n hich the members 

,ere supposed to cat dogo . 

meanin the n me of the club (ni~;) uoed by t ni roup . 

Thi third group ao uaed onl y by prinoea, nobles. nd chief . 

The object of thio as moro to sho e 1th .. lien only belo ed 

nd they had certain privileeea . ,hen a member of thi !i~m 

intended to ive feast he. ould first enter tl'ie house of eo e 

._.reat man, holding in hie hand hio ?mii.; (club ) hich is carved . 

The carvin re resented hich of the four hr tries the o,ner 

of the club belonged to . ore • a ~is e ud ea or 
, 

ve a medi?k ( rizzly be r club or a club to 

re resent bear .) If he a of gitnugun?a.ke he ,ould ii.ave 

eo~e creet of t hat pl oe on hio pole, and ei.l:lil rly for ie o~er 

pr tries . 

,hen he had ntercd t he house he would at once deot oy •~ •J'l• .e 
ever •thing of any value nd the peraons fled from t he nouoe . 

I In oome oaacsif he did not ant to destroy but iant ed any article 
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o v rioua houaeo and touch uuoh rticl 1th he ould o 1·ound 

hio club and they ecame hiu property . fter arda the man ve 

a fe ot and returned the v lue of all the t n i1 ta.ken or dcstroye 

to their o ners . ·ometimea, the informant et tee , the person 

ould ive three or four times the value of the thin.::,e deotroye. 

Thie ~ae a very exclu ive rt of the secret ociety, 

and no one belo the n obles and chiefs we:o allo ed to beoo e 

7 

me .bera and then only 1 they had \ ealth and only the people 

belonging to the somg1get (chief) cl aea and nobleP belonged to t nia 

oociety. l ek?aaiec t never belonged to thia society. 

The other branch of the hD.l it(eecret society ) ao 

(partaking of human beinga) . 

((The informant as loat h to 1Te information on this 

. axg~ t • 

society because since he had been converted 1e nd thereat of tie 

people have not racticed it .) ) 

The informant a ~o ,e object 0£ t..ia soc i ety ae more to 

make the ,eoplo afraid, and t he g . ro.gl t society c ould do hat t ey • 
ished ith the 1eople, rul ine them nd haviu more po er over- t hem 

than some o! the ohiefa • 

.!"he informant aaya that an initiate in thie brancn would 

run a.round and :rab any one of the .. eople aaeombled and bit th • 

en he had torn out a piece of tleeh ith hio teeth he danced 

the hal it dance . e assumed a bal it name. J 11 the people have 

names di.fforent from the ordin ry no.me9 and these namea a.re not 

inherited, unless the person beco ee a .. ember of the hal it and 

then le inherite hg,tever name his uncle may have d . The names 

are never used outside of the hal~it . 3nd each chief has, ie on 

name , hich rofera in omc ay to tho phratry of hie father . 
) 



Beynon 1916 gitxai pp 6-19 fJl/1 

For exa.mple, if t e fat ur ,ere 

in aome 

ipaikai 

y refer to the ea le . 

ould 

The informant ' s naa:.e as xata•meam • 
x ... • " the u iay fli .. 't of lO e le' . no inforillo.nt 

eaJ 3 • t t .. ia mun •• a..:. 1, ya culled in all 

a :fcaet or l::rr..li!.it. !t ould be c·llod out: 

en ne p roon entered 

1 7..8t • cm g:lpailrnl. 

no eute_a rea.t no1nc ot flyin3 ea,elo 

(_t,;ynon's note: T,J.e infornant fould not ._:J.ve more more 

secret -o~iet:; name of othe.r Il;.en und c 1 2 , e.o Le aa afraid 

ry .) The ot er n cs ere 

ot a imila k.:nd ho\,c•rcr, an al cyo referred to he p ter11al 

oci ety uas o!' the ua.i.: e l~neu a.a t 1e above 

Th e a.~ · nca,n au °"!-4~ a "part L r1 cf do ' . -11 tclid or eating \ 

hw.:;. •n flea: e people ate do fl !ll • 'he inform~ut oc:.y t 1.ey 

. e t e ea ,~cial kind of ~hitc dog ke t fort io pur oae , hioh ae 

e.lw o t,cll fed bef•)re boin ;illed ... or thic 11ur oo<,;; . 

Tlle info 1.aut aya t .. a tuc ::ceaon e .People had to c t tr,e 

r a\ fleoh na to r ,.e t£1ern \j ave nd a.J.,ayu ot.J: on , in battle . 

Thi:1 !30Cicty 10.d .anc.o a l.. r 0 t oao of the .o.x·!tl . • 
The hon.d of 11 ~h r e ::10..::iet i ea e r e the ed1c1ne nen 01· hali.1i ta • 

'rhc hc.l it had ... ore influence over the people and the chic oame 

to hin to use hia influel}co on tho eople . 

i.he modic:ine man , 3 oup oued to t<.; c>.ble o forete l any 

event ar1d give al'11in ol' G.cny pproaching death . o aa C)i;.pected 

to be ab:!.c o to::. ... 1ho au the cauue or the death, t or the people 

in olden timco 1 ayo believed oom.e people oauoed the death of 

another by eu ernatural po er . and thia \afJ l aye the ay a croon 

died . 
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Thie person was a h9l d ' ogit ( 1 oh). ot only the wo111.flll, 

cut ·lso the men pr ctieed tnia ao ae to kill anyone t roy iehed. 

They t oo aome belongi n e--eirt y e ri1 a arel, spit or oometi meo 

their victim' a excrcment••and placed thi iu t4e 1 boA, .kno n aa 

a.ldem halda.o it, 11vcasel c,f th~ ld o 1 t " • TtLi & boz u e 1 a.ya 

hiduen, m1 t i.cy ... erf 01·mecl a i nd of 

the death of the vict im. 

c e over it , Ll s c:iuairig 

T 1.e ~it , o uppoaed to e able to :fir.1d t.hi out, nd 

often ;hen h ,as c led in to 1oatoro so one to .... ealt. ho ,ou.ld 

say t hat cure. G i mpossible becau~e a hnl d OBit d control of 

the iat ie~.t. 

1he ir.1'c.;1'1ilallt stated th t thie t l ~o~i t I t b cu:,it 

anon"' tl.e 1 L ""i ty the e ta t.~ 1,1 o le. '.I.he olden time people 

uced t o ~o tote ,e tet~ p ~oplc and Ja t e~ bi ~rice to cause 

t he dee.t i .. o so e eneey, and t h ey soon le rncd ho to i)ra.c tise this 

thcmselvee. 

(Beynon' u notoi Tile .~ o le still believe in this form of 

dea t h at t :e .resent t i me / 1 )16/ a.nd in t his vi 1 e t here ia a. :.lort 

of medicine man ho accu3ea di.fferent eo le of ra.ct.1sin the art of 

hald~o it . The only differenc e from the old pr ac t is t at thia 

rnan ueea hie influence in :i very different ay tr01.:1 t he old medicine 

men . Hia meth od is; he first chooses the 1 .. erson he i3hoe to treat 

and oea to tlem oay1r. h e hne dreamt of t hem nu oa.n t e t hem ,1hat 

to do. n e nayo he c , foreatall t e event ubcut to all on t nat 

peruon and s o the •o,Ple ivo him money a.nel present • '1.'his medicine 

ma.n et .ya nd b i r 3 hia r.w.n~x ... (su ern t 1·c.l lleint,a) to atey • • 1t h 

him a nd adYioe him . ••ll t nc villa.gore bele1ve fai t hfully in thie man. ) 

The informant eays t hat t h medicine I en t heme lves ere often 

hald o it . 
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