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had not much· [by '!"&Y ·o.r ] carving. _ They i rr,itAted t~e Nasi . . \ . ' 

The 

1. 

carver~ or' the Na.ss, . in the ~aE>t. were: 

Hlaaderh (·o; ·Gi twiriksih~ t~i b~ , ~· Kah~de 
. .. " ..... p~ratry), i~ my time (Barton W~6 

• . _."" •• I • ,_;: . ' ' "" 

r,bout 65 ' years old) .. , He dted about forty years rigo. ·tle ~ac a great man ·at hewing, . 
\ 

., i 

I , 

with an axe and adz~~ - Ho .had made, old-faehioned ' F 
houses and tote~ ·poles . He was !: 

.. .>. --- --- :-_,Jlj· • .., ' 1 · 
considered one of the best carvers. 

· pol e _has be~n tek_en dm,m e:nd burnt, . 
H~ w~r~ed·_'e~ --~ -~-~t~e_r • s pol~,' at

1 

.. ~g:,,e~~-.-.'.fh~ .- : .. J.-°. 

The i:eoplc rlon1 t like t o have tneJl poles ·lying . ·1 .. ·~ . . " ·f 

down . ' He nndc masks and rattles . • . , J • 
• ..!lrw)t.. , _ .._.., - -----• - .Ii • • l ., , • 

2 ·. Old Sqatee~ {of Gi tlarhdemks / Wolf phratry) 'rtb'a very go:1d i~ m~~ing_ m,;~J<s . \· 
,r I • • , .. I . .. 

It tak~~ . a ~ood man t? mak~ one ·_.of .: : ? . and, r.ittl es , the hesrorh [rattles] with a bird • ..,,, ..... _. ·.. .;. · . 
.,.. l •' .-., 

them. He carved manv of them. I htt.ve seen hi.rl l'Tl8kinf. them, when he ,,as living at. ---; ,, '· ., • r . 

Kt ncol~th [ at the hlouth of the Nass ] . -· lie ma d.e them to sell, ony of them. 
·, . 

This We.a .' , "., 
I 

about 25 or . ,;O years ago, the last I have seen of him. 'r 
Hust have died About 15 years •j .• 

ago. He was a v e ry old man thP.n . He sold. his rattles to the white reople . · 

'l'he bird r c.1.ttle s [hc:saerh] 'were us0n mostly by the Nass J:,eople . The Tiingit · 

· and the Haida did not use thorn in thE> old days . They hc;id a di.ffc~nt kind of t ~~re-
, 

· monial] d~ncing, a <i.ifferent st~rle. 'l'h~y di'd not know how to use these rattles a t ~, 
first . They don't even get right into it no,,·. I h1we eeen t.hein t r y , but they don' t 

do v e ry well. The 1's imsynn s t yle of dc,ncine ·i :3 not exnctly like that of the Ness 

P.i ther. ~t tr.ey us ~ t he r attles . •. I don' t t hink they had t te~ in t he old dAys. 

The·y ma:ir. • It is 'befo~e my time that th~y 1:~gan to dance viH ,h the r attles. The 

Skeens River peopl e now posness t he.!l . Bui not ,f orm€"rly • . 

·ActiyAi g.,.,cr-b. introduced tl«ucint ,-;1th t h; nurhnorh [ spirit), v1her e these r attles 
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were u.s e<l . He ·..:ns ai KP..nhada '.(Ri v~n J of Gi tJfa.t~e~- [tribe] . iY'h en hu ec. ve a m,r hnork. , : ·;: :-, 
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to the chief s he r,rive thr.:m 11 r attle ., 1:.'~d it i a then that the r at tles -wer e used, 

not othr,r..it::o . The l a r hk~ bu [Wol ,; f'l e ] ·or Gi tAtcen tried to make a na rhnorh them-

selves , l'rl. thout the permis.Ji on of t he KanhAd~~ and (on~ of ther.1 in consequen ce] was 

kill~d; This was Adi naw, ~,ho was t he fir s t one [of them] to tr;r. Adi ya i zwerh intro-

duced this (kind of] dancinp, lonR bef or e t ~e arrival of the white man. Old Mathew 

Nass ( wao amon r,- those ] who s a \, the· t:hi te r.,eople come. 
~..., . . 

His brother Qf Hlederk, ·who 

saw the whitP. man arrive, at the time -....hen the Hudson's Bay Coill~ny was established 

at Gr&vryar d Point (in 18.;11] • .. ' .. I •. 
The ~:tranrers who used the hasa erh, bird rattles, must have got t hem fror.t 

. · Sqateen, on the Na ss. A little bc foro my time, end wr.en I 'WSs a boy, t her e -wa s 

quite a number of Gitkson [of t he> UpJ..er SkePna R~ve :·] who lived Dmong t he ?fa s i:. p eo; Je, j 
about 30 or ~O years aeo. They learned t he f ashi on [of using r &.t tles) .here . Angyedue 

~nd Git~~nkai nl [vil l a~e] ~arc f ull of t he~. ~cme of these r attles were rn~de for 

the Raven [Qanhttde]. Ot r.ero , :er e ~ade #ith the Grous e [Pistre'i] for the Gis~ewud-' . 

t:c rle [ i:;hratry). ·. More of them \~1~r c r.i.:;ch wi t h the · r.;a:gle, t~ repr es~nt the ~rhskeek . . 

(EaglE_l. or Thunderbird 'phrAtry]. The Lorhkil~u ['1,olves 1 wou:ld· have t he <.las .;iaws, 'the . . 

Crane. .: • · .. · 

3, Nake·dzrei, a third carver, 
J 

of '3itrhat een, e r:olf, belong~ to Angyeca! villa 

. tie died al-out 15 years ago, very ol<l. He saw the Hudson's Bay Comi-,any corr.e And es-:- . j 

t abli~h their fort ,it Gruveyord Point. H• carved m,,ny _totem ~ !~• an~ '.'"de' • gr~;t:: .j 
humber of~~ Cne of t he J.,ol ea no~•: lyinr at Gitlarhdamks ia by him, 8" tfrhskeek j 

{ ThundP;rbird )p01, (. I hav." !;e1 n hir:. c11rve roacks, when I was a boy. It wos done int 

winter t1mP., -while not. out huntfog . , , . 
4 • . GPa fj-ahl, of Gwanwoq villaee, a i...anh~de , 'W8 6 e. go,·d C:arver, very clever. 

4.,. ';) . 
He C'lade many ma sk'.s , died u'cout ,30 year s a ge . --- ~ He was one ·or the ·!irs t who start~d 

K1~koli.~h ( vlllaeA, at the of the ~ass ], and· .. j~~ed ~thF.l . ~ssico there . 
. . ' ' • 

s very eood car~e nter aftRr tha t . 

sc}'\oont-- r on t he t-Tos r. was by him. 

BP. b ;.ilt s chooners and I-ile!1t y of bobtsl 

. . - ----

' · He wa:, 

Thr. first 

j 
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5. Ak~t~qhl WAS B Larh!<im, a Wolf , of Gitlarhdamk,S 
( 

. ... . • .:. ., ' !· 
Jj f •• . • . •, 1 

village' [on the upper .· • .' · j 
... ·.',.•. 1 

The Tlingit hf've kno,,.n him to be 1.: ~ood carver of ~ ,!&J.QS . He died about .,. • ,-1 

35 year s ago , at_ Anrore~-e, where he belonged . 
.. ·J 
' • I 

• •• j 
I have ' seen ru;ny ~OlP.S at old Ton~ = 

· that were hia w~rk; the;, a1:e etill there [See t he A; t hor ' :1 'book on Totem f:Ol es, lij. . · ; 
. . 

M,2_~,!:_9f- \l}!;.,.PQl ~s _at .1'ongas were !"ade_ .:!?Y.. !~~s~:,B:1.J!ex: ..• ca_ryer~..r. Some of t hem were made 

by • I )-

)\,t,U. ,. 

6. · Hlkrb{a ' s an (a Wolf , of >.ngy(;;~). ·. The:,,. put up over 60 years ago [before 

1927). Hlkuwa I san died more 1-hen 50 year~ ago . I saw hi.ni·. · He was .?n old man t hen. . - . . 
He was a good carver of t otem F-O~~s . 1he Gidar~ns [Tiingit] were not abl e to cerve ~ -.-------"' 
th" 11 clacs11 (qu.;. lit y ) of the poles th8t t ho Ness River .,eople made. 

7 . Leonard DouF;l us , \\ho nm• li vcs a t Greenville, ie a good carver , \-,ho can 

mako 1r.nsks nn d ~e£!_j-~_e:; . His Indlan name is LiguneeRk, a 1holf of Angede3 village, 

· i .:·.,-:1 
• ' I . ' •I 

I 

' ;, 

a·bout .60 yenrs old . I hrvc seen M ru carve to_temi:; , at Gwu.n1,haw; t hoy i:\r~ his; G~anaha,', , 
, 

i ft now abr.ndoned ( one of these pol es -.:rs ~o'il~cted ~y the Author f orthc t~use\lr.l or the , .! 
1 

•. · AI:ieric~n 'Indiun, . Now Y~rk. It 00\·J St f-.JJde, st 'the' 'kine,:' of this i ;useunt] • Dougla15 .··::· ·I . . . . . .. . . . ' ;, 

. ' . . 

1 • • • : '.., • ,,. • • I 'f.Z, °1 
corv P.d hi r; t,otarn polefl about 35 years aeo [ beforo 1927) • . -~·,.- <i ~--,-. t.f'·; ;A. ' 1 

8. Gitiks , Frank Eo~ton, Th\;nrlerbird, _ o_i the lower _Ness , is still alive now.1 . i 
. . . . . ..... ,.,.' ~- .·.. . ' "' f 

in 1927(~!-te r emained a heethen for a number -~~- y~nr ~; __ O~ter tho others hc:d moved · ~. ~JI 

down to t he ]tission vj l laee ~f KincoJ.1. th] ... ·tt~; ~us~_'hFve , dona a · lot ;f ca.rvi~g •. fHe~ . fl 
later, cnrvcd ::ir.islJ totems , and n mask for the Author]. · · ·• ,· .. · . . ·. ;-:., 

9. NeeE>n1oot, R Wolf of Gre~nvill e ; he •ia'!''· a --~itgi_gyaenih, a n up-river ID8n·. · i ·· <1 
. • •. ~.. 1 

h~ve seen him cnrve .:,£?~n3 , . 1-1hon he wao ci very ~~? _man. · He may hove carved other . , .' I 
• • • 1 

• i .-. •• I 
•ii• • I j 

t hings · too. 

10. _Qa~uhla:r., of An gyede, a ~-iolf , wae also a great carver. 
'· 

hssrer h , oird rattles, ' and chief's he~dtlre8~es. To make these 

ber.ause t hey have to he ca1-v~d overnieht. 
• l 

'rhis . curverJat, Git1ks , wbe aho very gooi., .· I 
' 

a~out th~ best, nt buildlnp coLts, t~g-~orted scho~ners, •wh~ch were bought: by white 

peopl e at Victoria , cn1 thr.y J.::it,t-ed a l ong tin1e . 
· I 
I 
' 

,_ .. ___ ,._ 
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:rot.em [,ql e• mu st be ver y old , because the .• \ 9r~: ~: · Gitr~ .• ~~en villago ·at ·~t•;·.'''_' · 1 
b cP,i nni..nr, men~,i on i1 t ot.em i:-oles . I n t ho so da~s , ·the ·[Ni s~ peopl e of t he Wolf clans I 

• l 

of Git,d.~enih up the r i •.rer , ~nd the. Gjtr·hateentt·r oueh t togoth t.r. 
"' I • • •.• 

. ' 1. 
Chief Neg'nA1 on1 s ·_· i: 

- .. 
t c-tera pqle [we are _t old ) wi1s l cf I:.. b ehind :et Lak~lt ~ar: -wh1>.r1 t he f olk r an away. 

. .i; 
'I'he .· ·. j 

Kar.hada _·[Rav.e;:13] , t old a s t o1·y , t hP-t t he )'..tninas. on~e cam,e upon 
. . , . . .. . . 

• l, '"-J 
l arhkank stood by the 1 sakunr[.£Cl, a l •t.q;- nos ed Raven, _that ·.&i-eed . . .. .. ... 

t hes.A t ot ems , Nehl em- ' 
. I · 

outside t he chi~f!e houe · 

se .•• n .. r ;rt, the crol c,mo e r u,L;ti0r. [ A't,out 150 y~'2rs: ago· '?][the i nfon r.snt s ~dd, i.bo or 
' -~ , . 1 . . 
: ·::.- · ·.· 500 -yer.r s 'ar,o] 1'r oke cat , t h~, ·e ,nre many c t h.::r l A.rr,e cnrving~ ••• AIT,one t hem a Bear 

s tatue on a t ot.ell_! J,01 0. . :It was choi:-; ed o f1 , ca r ried awoy in· £. i-a c~< on a man 1 s back 

to k~ep 1 t ;£-rom bu r ning . 

'l'he \,,iOrkers j n tha old. d,1ys di d no::. hove t he t ools . t o make t ot ew p:il e s . They 

had no iron . The.v· could us ~ 0:1),-, s t on e adzes . I hl've hear d [ Ba. t on ~till n,tl'ra t ce J 

o f t bei r carvinr •.dth U,!i:r ston ·=" 11d>Jes . (n'ten you go· hEick t hat f :i r ] y ,)u don' t h~sr 

of t ol t:!"1 po! e s . Besidec t he i,e.:>J..•] e· did not have t he· t ime . , They "l\'P.f e ex, ert warriors , 

Thc:.r f ought all t lce time . So:nH other [ tribos ) woul d come do;,.n upo:1 t h~Iii. · 'Ibey had 

t o be con:.-tantl y on t he watch . : ..... .; 

i- 1 
i 
i 
I 

I 
.. , 

. :_r 
·-1-
• I : I 
· 1· 

St l a r h-Gitr ha t ecn v i llage , they r es i ded f or , a long period, one~, t he l ongest :-·f I 
of a ~l anywhcr1: . They were very r-0wer ful. It _h ilppehed probabl y 200 or JOO y~ar ~. •/' -~- i; 
l)efol'O th€ Hudson •s ·Boy Gr:mpany ' s fOflt. 1-1 '!8 foundc1d ~ri'·ihe Ntt~e Poi-~t -(that 1~; 16;0 ,· :z !·· 

,.. . 
. ' . . ,. . . 

J.. ... :r , . 
The old hou ses there more can·i ngs i nside_ t he -l:!01:t~ , in t he old days 

l . 
l e.sting ·a l if~ti .trre each 

'l'he r c hot: el aJ.,sed E?bout eit ht gen er ations" since .t hat volcano eru1-tion. . . ;. And 

old Ni ~kre l ive r:l l onger 11ves then t.he pr e sent gen er a t i o_n s ; they l ived unt il their 
... 

t ed,h wer e worn down to t he gUl'i\s. 

4.. .. • • • " . .. -
. ( . . .. ! . 

l, • 

. . 

. _ __..__ - -
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. tha:-i in our time; I hove henrd s t oriei Mbou T~o darhh~nitf had four ~ ain tMs. 
I 

po:-ib that h:-ln up the larr-e bearna . 'I hcs e , · i n our family, \<iere carv\ d ~ut l>:ith Ravena, I . . . . I 
renl Raven carv;lnge. l-1y uncles e.n·d t;rendfathers , · in those days, Wf're no longer: able to -l 

un<ler3tond thes~ as they forn:erly were. But they Bpoke of lhem. I have; seen the 

Tsaganipiq , "No$e-of-~he-Raven", standir.e outside th0 hou ec. The lm,;cr end up1,er Jaws __ 

f orroed U~~- porch of the hous e. The entrance tros through the mouth~. I have sMn it. 

The i;eople walked out through the beek all the time. wnen ·it was first built, a feas~ 

·was p.lvon over i~. It stayed there al l the tirn~, es it was the only entrRnce to the . 
hruse of Nee s t s awl ot Git1Arh 1 ans . It disaF•peared more ·thtm fifty years ago. 

·The lnrec bo~e s wtth carvj n~s were called hewhlgen. In these goods were kept. 
• r 

. 
Certt'in chi. <>.1n u s ed t o s i t on the:!:, in a f ee. st. • . For inst.-mce, chief Ganugrerh, in the 

'CS~~_;..~ 

cld d,wr , ,iscd t o hav<' a hnNhl r~n t o s it. on . - - Wis;dks·, ·01:e of the Gitrhahl.a (Isirr.eyar:iJ 

~ h i ~f s , on Porche-r I shnd, querc l l ed .dth " ceslaranows , Wolf chi ef _of the Gitlan tribe~ · 

Neesl~ran~§ in .fe~iSt ·would ahrn:·s sit on his Aawhlgen. Wisaik mu~t also -~ve· that '. ., .. I / 
• ,; I t 

rieht'; he ...-ante~ it, _both of tri~m did. wisailfs mo~fl- a rema:-k to thut effec t before a ... ·; . / 

fec1 nt co1,1Il'enced. He suid, "Ndc; sem,:ul-wathy ,:,t", which means , "I wonder "!hero it is fl"OQ <· 

thbt CVL•ry · pe r so:i i i:. sit Ung on a tia~hlg~t " Nee~hrnnoW3 took thh~ up irJt<~di ~tely, 

he an5wered i~isa jks: "Don ' t .you Gay this, be~cus/ you are dI~k·, ·you, W~saik~ My 

. ...:: I 
and ! . ·., I 

I • 

1 . , . 
grc:ndf<i t her Ah ;ays hlld the rigM. t o sit on e awhlp;en before anybccy · else. He l-ias the 

I 
' 

" 
bvcn the I 

1· · only ono thc, t Wf ·s gc.nacyrh.h 41After h0· !'la i-3 this , no one dared to sI,eak . 
• I 

He li~;d his ·fe,,ce. Finelly he told hie · 1" . . I 
l eko.rhkig;yet [lo~ or closs in his t1·:.b-:: ] to op~n some boxes· at the h ~ck of the tiouee, · 

ff• cslled J!ecsle r•noss, and his . ,:'. ·;J 
I 1~ 

That wee to c~ll on him t,o come to this · •, / 

and hf3 t ook out t 1ft,ty blanket !'- . 'Ihcy diJ so . 

leka rhki5yet h"•'"flt to hfo1 with t hes e bl~nkc t e . 

.. .. -. 
I . f~~ot a seco~~ time . He mus t cOmf: . And thE'y sat bim oh the box [as he wanted). 

l 0n the Ndss River, Anc',e, (W0lf, of t;itrhate€n, ~.el~o hrd the same J.f'ivilegf! , 

) . .. . . " 
;. 
I-

He · 

sAt on a c arved hox. 'i'he m.•Yl one thnt. s a t. on a hox was G£1 guhhn, who had inherited' 

tl ,is priviloee from AnM3. 
• l 

H~ ~ns G&tkwo ~ur 1s' nephew, 
" .. At a feast, he would eit ·on , 

the box by the ho~t , 

-- ,. . . 

At t h,· end of t he f enct, .the box wr,s given to him. 

·-· ,:_ ' - . ______ ..... -- • . --------
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Chief' ~·-·rattle (hasnim ' s~mhflla~it) for a 'chi:cr 1 8 ceremonial·-dance, . ~c¢ofding • ,; r 

tO f r,n),:. Bolton or Tr a la ha it, head-chi, ( of a lea.di,; g. 1 hundocbl rd clan, of Gl .. ulc~, : ; .: :..1 
lci"·er Nana ( rn~orded i n 1927) . ·,,. · · . ·••.; .. . . 4 .1 

... .. . .. ·t 
Many hunters wanted to hunt ·on 

tr.is lnke . 
• ' ' ,.. . • . 1' 

But a whirlpool ( ant.k'i•lilile!,ck ~) there~ ~ould draw the canoes do~,n to"t.he .i. , . . .. -
bottom . 

• •.1- • • ,. • !',,• .,• • "" • I , • .• • ,! 
This hunter '.ins alway-~ watchfuJ al-out it. At times . it was bad, but · st · other , 

• "' , - .. • ., • ; I . . 
. , 

' ' • . . .. :,s- ... • .. , «, ,r;1 . 
. · . . . -~'h~le he was out, ono 1ay 1 thn little bird;,:epre_sented on the _body of t~-~ · .. ·. · '( 

• • -r. . . 
·rattle CRrne up. . - . Its bill 'J),;;ctl:r 1:1.kfl the ·r ;.t.t~9 • . -Thn c·a:c:ving or a mP..n' was al!o - . 

l 
J 

·~ · ' found ·on tbp ~f th~ bird, 11nd r. frog o_n thr:? .. i...eil. o.~, t~e bird., bit~n6 the ton~,u · .·_~· _·· ,-:_.~l 
of . this · man, ~he ton r,ue etick:l.ng out. This .bird is ~all~d bllseo, a ~l-r.oq c.,;· s~ ir~ t . ... 

1 
All at once this little bird stood up on the 'water and ehook its~li. lt.s e11akine · 

. produced a noi.se like a chief I s r e ttlP.. - . 
It we.a then 'tha t the ht.nter kne~ what 

•.· ~· r 

. the bird wns. A°r'V~r ~? had ·gone back ho,za ho P,ezan . t o _n:oke II rettlfl juat like it~ . 
;. . : ' •. ,. ·. . ' .. ' .. _. i · 

• ·: · ·: : · exactly as ·he hud se¢n it. 'Ilii :-: :il! how it P-11 hegAn~ The bird h l:ls talso another ~t.eJ , • .. ' 
,Jo - ~"• : 

. ·, ' ,· but it. is ·now forgotten. ,., · . . , · -' ;• ;_.;. 
/ ' , • • • • Cl.AP) N-! • ••, .• • •••: •, : r •• .. •r 

... 

··~ · s· The· rat tlt: 1;-c9uired by the f;.:}he1·. from in!onnant Bolton (for the Royal Ontar.io .. ' ( 

. . \( !!uoeurr, ) was m•.d• by • ;;adst,,,, and it ~bm:~ from th~ •~•,l~ iM~;; cou,My· down "j~•.-~/j 
• 1. ·coast. . Bolton's brother, Niet.s u.nt;, an Ea.els , who h~d gone- dovm to Victoria., J1ad ,.J. ,· .• · ; \ . . , , . . . . . . ··: '; ... ·;_ i 

· purchased i t from the i',\J.cster1, over thi rty-five years before. He had only a fe.; . ' ,•7~:. ' 
t1~l) · ·. · ' . ••' , ••. ·: ,;-1. 

occasions when ectunl1y to UGe it a t homo . 'l'l!fm H .fassed to Bolt"n's hande _[w~o .wos · i 
, • -· - It. J • 

the lAtst on the ~n!1s , to abanclon t~e old customo). , • · : _ '' '7!- , "• . . . 't r 
. , Such r _atlleo ~ •re 81s~ 1tado o_raong the Ni';.b,.; ·' t h.•, grandfa t her of the Gis~~;d:•:d\j 

[phratry], Neo~yocstRs tc1ken do..,,111 to the bo£t~ '?f ~~!3 a~a. b;y the hagwelog, the,_mc:ms~.· ' 

, ; hr · of the dee i:,. It was tr.a r e th• t he sm, th !:s .~~i.ng ( of lh~ rattle J. As soon_ a~ .• ~•: -; :,~1 
.. .' ·~., got ba ck~ tie begon to carve a r at t l a , just th;\cind~he.haa seen; • it w~s t ,he aa~a.M5881- .:. l· 

-. .. : ·gysk of the Gis 1- ; ~dwade [phra'try] . And he w~nt U:1 af terwards rwsking more rstt~:s. • ~~·t 
"· I 

l ater, r attlF<~ ,~ere cr-rvcd by 1:omc of t!'c Cri t r1itee~ and tha Gitamdlks tribesmen [of · ,.. ; 

the Nassl • . Jc,,;, J 
one1 [BoltonJ-&e-0 that was mede by a Woodata! 

. . -
and :it mR;· t-rve be,1r1 cerved t.he1 ; a t l r ust., t ·, -'f:.!i acquired there. At t l:e 

• 1 

.,. .. - .... - .. -· --- -. .. , . -. . . ·- - .. - . -



f·· 
,t 

.. , 

.. . .. , .. .. _' I ••,, - , 

bcr lnnine , such· r ~ttl cs ~ere r.lftde only by the Nisbl: B?cording to 
• f' • :. • •/ II. I t o ; 

Tht>rc wP-rt' por. C: art1.ats Viho made· it a pu~in.e_:S·s _to c arv ef.ar1d 
. •• • • • 1.. .. • 

f' 

'\·.' .. . . .. . 

.• 

sell them. 

•• : .' • • > :· •• :~·:1· 
.... ..,, ; . ' . . ,, 

' . . ... -. :: :.:·-. :·_ I 
·" . 

'-. I 

The 

price of one, in t pc t;?arly da~,s , w:, s ~en blankl3t!") , •-2i points Hudson's Bay. Carve~·s · ...__... !. r r 

of ;Ettt.+ef" [ still r ·emcmbor:~d] wer e the following:_ .. ·.·.>: 
• • I • . . .. ·. 

. \ . ' 

Sqatce n ( \folf) and PEJaet n:.eqJ-.1 (Eagl e ); Nccwawdemgyilelish ( F.aglc) and Ksedo' .l : ·; 
. . . ·. . .. ... i 

( \i-iolf), t ' 1ese carver s .,, er e all ·of Gitlarhdc1mks ~ _.UP.,_the Na$::: . Wirhala 1 ~de (E_agle), ·-:· ,-., j 
-.>··.· .: . ~a~k s.::ew~e (G~ ~l-•H·\~lctwade ), GH·ans (of the· sama f}lrl:ttryL ' K•,d.rhrnaW1 . ( Eagle), -&~d several ·.: 

.,... • • • • • ,, • • • t • • • 1 . 

.. , / 

. ;11ore of Gi hdn--k~Uk village ,3t tb~ Ca!lycri • . At. Gitrhatec11 th~ following: Tar han {. . ' . . / . . ,. ·• . . . ' ' 

(Gis r-f'w , <?f Gunwoq.) , Noga<l1.~•irh (~foli' of Arii yecbl ,village)/ K~"is_wilprpc ( Zagl~, ~f :! 
Gunw:;q ), Liky~~tr:> (Gispe~i of. Gunwoq ), Meeks <:>mte~qi s (t:oif, · of Gitl ar hnws ), N.;larh.ls 

I 
I 

' ' . . 

· ( pf t i.a_ ae~e gr oup), and many morA. 
' 

..., 4 .. • 

As t heir r a t tles eold woll~ the trade wa~ boune 

to cYJand . Gitik~: or Bol ton [ t h e inf orn1ant) hirns e11', when young, · saw them ·c&~i~g · : .: 
1 

. . . 
s .i .-

r attlPr, . As ~! OU s ee , it was r.ot the uonof,oly of e. clan o:r a trihe , !he bird's .head · ; 
.,., . ., . .. .... · ·~-, 

i·lhen a r .'.l_ttle ·lias ' ordered, it wa s execut~i-j ~~1:,. l 
. . \ ! • • • • • \ \ 

as the ptU'cha t.,cr r f:qu.ired it. But the littlA' marpnust ''always b A included. 'l'hs raven ' 

Thunderbi rd cla~, : ~c!-Y be subs ti t utsd or -~•- · . '_ ·. J 
• I 

the Gispcandwade [phratI"J), ~~ ~~he-Crane (;asga~e ) for the
0

Wolf.~·.·<-.•!, 
o -.,.. r .. ,. l f t 

on t he rnttle i .s l i ke a Raven' s ~3J· 

~_ ps r~ _may ?c chnnged ; an cagl o, for t he 
. p 

. grouRe (~ir-ta:'i) for 

the bodr of the rflttle iR not .really a bird' s body • . It .15 meant f or the monster of , 

t h~ eea, · t h ~ haP,W~lorh . 
. : . ' . -.. 

'I t was abl -e to s...-a ilo~ do.,..n' ·s canoe:nan an-1 all. 

or l•!hirlpool i s t his very.bird or the monder' s i:,ower. \ · · 

trees . 
,,, ,, ' ,, ... t. • . 

I. ~ . ~ o ca r v P.u box of 
. v(~~ t'1't (according lo himsel f) . 

:-Jeeo~·og, c hief of a \'iolf clan Clt GitlarhdBmks , u i:, the Ness . ' , . . 
I t wa s calJ.cct'' •r-s~m• iya,,..;ke, ·"ln-pool[of the ~ivarD 11 • • It wa& 

t;\J\I~ . , . . . . . . . 
," , uaed as -~ dancln: platforr.i, while it wao f illed with moose e!kins, . "'hich _wer e to be . •,.. tt-' I 

, - pre::ented t c other cr.j e f s , a f ter t he h111J ait or chief's dance. 
l~i9 

. .. . 

.... 

ct i ef Nc<?syc- 1· 

I 
_. \ •• I 

It was used twice by·' . : j 

Ot~ er c .1i ef s , t-:eir,.•n I on , l.;mrkru , riee s c<1 iks .also had similar ~gr.cing . i 

h xes . Ne es rc q ' r, bo.•. hnd l)c c 11 c..1 rvf<<i , lonf ago , by Witensu [ Edens l{w] s. Haida of ~·- -... -·-- ,, 



. 

. .. . • 4 1 • , 
I • •• 

• t • , . . ,. ' . . . . . :. ... 
r . 

/ ·;. 
'1•". 

Mas: ,ot t . The ca rvin g on it i s s i rri pl y a "work of ei:-~", eaadcbi~, "to· t>enutify", .1 ..... . 
f rom b ut,ter!ly [Aclf)bi s 1; • J • I • , . , 

, ) ,. . . 
The gasa-.,; b:ird on the rattl~£, according_ to Altred 'sqateen . (in 1927 ). Here . ' ... 

. . . 
·. , ( 192?) . · .He wa s a good carver , ~-hom_ Dart on 

was A s pod n:en carved by old Sq&tcen, who diod in old, ace about braaty year s 

actually s aw ca rving at Kincolith~ 

befor e I - . . :1 
He · • 

I 

' • .. . : 1 « tll•s .. 
·. _made a ·great many durine his lifetime , all . . . r . . . 

I 
' f • • I f or sale . ·Sasaw was t he name given to 

" , ' ...... The old ·rolk had s ~en and heard it, and i t was associated with the little : 

., •.· 

.... 

' .. 

• .l 

~an Rnd ~ther things [as it i z en t he r nttl e) . He did not finish thiE r attle, becaus e, 

·gettins well on i n yecro, he <:iecid ~r, t o ch ,,nie his way of living, and go to Kincolith 

t o s_tay c)o~e t o t ho }assion . This unfi nb hecl pi.ece wa s l eft at his hot:.s € nt Gitlarh- , 

I 

A he addr es~ [emhnllaniJJ of Sql.Ateen boro t he name of Nil!yidihl. The old .folk -i 

heci s een that [ f u~ rnc,turnl] an i mal and knoh11 it by :irune--it belor,gs t o the pe:t. •. It •·,;.•! 
wr;El ·u·sad t'S a crest o'n t he hea,.!, i n the ho ' yerh , tha t is,. in tha hi r) 10st grade of · .' · ·. • 1: 

• • • > ·j 
chic t't1dm;hip. /:. m~l'n cannot becorr.e a chief without giving 8 h; ' yem . _ 'Ihe la·&,t _ ~~me __ :·. ~-r: I 

:..,........ .. 
' . ' •.' I Sqete<.'r1 us ed i t was over t hirty year e ( bei'oro 192?) . ~h~e· o~d m1in was arrested ~ec~use , j. 

::_ he hAd given n potlat ch, and Al~reo [the i nfomant] ~ad to· comi:letr the feC!ot whi lf! ·· · · 1 . 
~i S unc1a'wos tekcn· ow, y; So ho u eed the headdrees hiir,~olf; ~hile r ~pl acin1. his . iincl• .-:: / 

at home . He al so '-"Ore A gushaU aelt, chi ef I e ~~ri,i~~t ,··~~H~ ·e.~j.eared before the., ~hiefs : I' 
. . .. . . . .. ( ;fc , I 

.'.'.iw&y presents-a big pile 'pf blanket s : Jefor e ·t he people , ' 
\ 

,,. 
who he~ been i nvited and gave 

/' '-"ft., , .... , .,,. ..,., .., • .,, r-\ ••i 
[hl ivawn] . Be.for, makinf t he di.st ri.cution the chief s t ood on t hi s pile, fac-ing ~ie 

guest 6 • . His f el'l11:r t hen w: ulr\ sin ti t he l emaw•i, the song of Harho [ recorded on t he 
l', ! 
I 
i ~ 

. . . I' 

Thi s henddr eFs [ on ba l l l'it ] was carve? ove r ., thi rty year s ago [ b~fore 1927j J 
I l 
I 

by Char lie N'!i 'ue , of Git winkuihl [ the c ~nyon ·t ri~e]. The Ligyidihl :wet have ·bem a . 
,_. _: '<:·.' land .h Eiing, b.eca~s~ i ts hands a1<l feet P. r e lik.: •e·in~~-•s·. ·au~ the hec!d i s_ like. a ,. ·1·:·,i•J 
!: -;~ . · ~olf ' s [the phrat r i c ·c;ect.J . Alfred Sq,-ti,~. got,

1hi:; chief ' s nam~ a t a hn;erh, as· ~ .:< I .. . .. '-- ,,.. . ,. . ,... ,,,/- '. .. : 
. chief t S name is hc s t O\,reo onl;, en such occesi 0n e . . 1 

1 

., 

. \ . .. . 

. :•· ,. r 
r • ._ •. : • 1 

.,. • I 
• I , 

.!• 
' I 

-- - . ---· -- '• --- -- .. . -·· . -- -·-- ··- -----



.. • 
.• .... 

/ 
\ -· ... 

: : . , . . A "bar, ' of ~ed J aint. , !!!Q8!11 nie::. 1 c.; s t"> pl.int wo,·d carvings -with [according to ' •/ ,f 
... • •• • ... • • .,f • • * . . • . : ' 

Alfr~d pq~teenJ •. · The r ed ~ i nt or ochre W/l S epp11~c.. on the face befor e going. into·. 
0

'.

1 
- ~ 

'·... . . .. . . . . . . .. .,. . .. ... . ·~· . 
. _.:··:. · '·:.-' .. the hallaait hou;e for a (rituHl or] m-edidne da:1ce·. _-The b :i g is made of dee;skiri • . ' , ... . ' . , ; ·' '' . ' 

: : \~ • • •• • .. • • • • .... •,. ..: 

w •. :· •· The J.,lace where . the r ad y::aint was found, on the :ot~f r _s~de [ south) of the r~ver, ,wa; 
.. t • • I • : ... .--.-.: .... t • • k .. . ·~ . l • ' 

.:,. . · narr.(;d Anec 'me~•atA::> ; it Was quite a distru-.ce away alc..ng the Soe 1 aks hivci·,· ·mixed u_ p _ 
1 

:!, 

- . .. 

.. • i, .:·. •* . .. 
•. 

. . ,. " .. . "" 
: ·• · ; -! Menaesk 1 s P-mblr?ms of nobility ·' · · . ···" . ,_ . 

Mel'le:;sk, the heedchief of . the Thunderbird phratrJ et Gitlnr hdGrr.ks on . . . 

. .. ' , .. ,·l 

' . 

N·~ss River, _ga1. e· tho follo;-.,ine infor!!rnt.ion concernipg ~araphernalie. of_ nobility l<'bic_b .. 
,1 

the _Author, 'r13 : then sccurin.'! fo~ the Royal Ontario Museum, Toronto. . . . 1 

1. The S~ l it-Ee-,l e rob~ or garment ( Pahlkut RskY&?k) r~pr tsent~d .t he high.est< · £,' •. i· 1 . , -~· : 
cres t of the family. It belone irl to I 1enresk 1·s sister Rganks whoee chief' ~ ·name was ::: . 1· - ' 
?-leeskyer..eks. This Si,lit-1::ogle cres t hll~ co:nc doi,,n "from ages past, t ha-r.. i s , the ·· ·•' j 

• ,, c/lv : • ~-. ,. 

gary•ent. wit..h ,it. WB S ruado when t~efinfor marit -was ~till~- small boy; he wos Uwn 8~:-.::· ' l : . 

. · . _·The 3J'Ull~ $plit-F.aBle was tatta°t1d o~ hi 5 ~hest, ~heri ;t-e .wns a young man. The bhnket 1 
/ .- .• • • # • " • .... 

• • .. • .. #.,,· , . • • .. • • 

;_~:·_.-.-... _·::-_h_e ~ore over his'' crcrnt was a ' buttoned 'H. I;. ~l~nket. Previously the o~t er 88:nne:~-~ --~ ;. :'. F 
• • • • ! I • 

. '' • ·. was all or tanne'd leather. A 6 ( ng is attached t:o' this crest. l ! '. ·... • >-.'-'.~ • 1 
,,.. ~· • • . .. I. J • • :,,,· ;~ , . L" 

-·· · · 2 . 'l'he Coi7t-of-6hell (lli!_ ,atsE>r.1-tsik ) is a ;~be ·~:.-cloth decor ;ted .~t~·-,~~~~<f'.~~::· I; 
' ' < ... ' [dentalia]. On ~me side i s the eame Split-Eagle ss , above; .on . the other, ·f,he Pe.rt.1011-.·'; ;. 

on-Glacier ( G,verlefu-si ~• ary, who is descrl.l,cd in the f amil:, myth i it was a j:e_r s~n : -_. ' ; _ ( . r .. 
on the p;lc1ct•:?r. 'I'hi~ crest hn; come down in the famil~~ and is quite ol~. 'I'h-e 8hclls, I 

. . . 

.. . 
.. ... ,, . 
' . 

•• 

~t \ 
before thJ.:·1 wer e sewn on to &. robe , wer e p~rc t,n.s~<l ~rom ~he Haida; t hese are found 

i n the sea way north i n Alaska, beyond Sitka. They were qutte eXJ,.ensive. 
·-

.. 

I 
i . . 

' ,1 . 
• I 

.'.3 . The Cro":·1-of-the-Gyebcl k ( Arnhallaai den Gyebelk) _W&s the f or~.most crown of • , . :_J 
'I • • , . I 

1-ienresk. The bar~~ of the sea-lion on i t . hlive beer, a · 1'8lllij_y possessi on for generatio~s. f 
J • , • .. • • . • .-. ' • • tl .. ' .. ; . . .. . .:.. . .. . . . ' . . . . ; 

But the we.n::ol tndn h:f o.ften been r enewed. ·The little · carve'd f r. cco all .~round _are I 
repr esented jus t J .ike thoee f l-rnt seen on the Gyebelk, ··according to the adaorh, the 

' myth. It waE rr.:~d h by Ci:ir.pylsa I i, a v r.:r ~· good carver of the past, whose reputation . hos 

come down t o us • He "-'as a iiolf, ir, t h,, housf)hoid ·of N·egwa1 Qn anci Nalarhe' s, on the 

r 
I 
I 

.. _ - . ·-- - -·- · ·-
' 



.... 

Once in a 

, while , ,;o have cleaned it ~ith ::in."'ld p .i J-er; before it w~s brought out in a fl?est; ~t 
• ... t . ' 1· I 

I 

· · alw~ye is koaJ ~oo}dng ae new. '!'he blu-2 pair.t on')t is the rhutea; it was found or, 
l 

~·-,/··.·:·.'· the UP}er riv~!·, 1sbout 9 mile3 abcv<> hor,: ; but. the si.,ot hes been lost: I 'could 
; f" • 

·· not fin(it, nor havj;, the· ott:ur~. It w:t~ mix~d with tish eggs, like the red obhr~,-~ • • I 

.. .' :. · . . : · . before 1·r ·could be applifid. 

._':-:_·:.:·: · .. erJ,· 11'\ 'their. na turol colou1 . 

The ft' c! t~~r n ·on th~ ·~eaddress _arc fro~ serr.gyaj< .(n_ic~~TI 
. . 

-. . , . . . 
·' The Whole-Man (Trhc,~yv•.de:r-Gyet_: on€' _men) a carved headdreAs, ~~OO!sk other 

. ... ... 
· ,.- ?!enresk es head ·or th1:1 clan, e long whil e arc.· The plaque was ro;ide of n.aplP,; and it. 

:is rlcocrRted with n~t:ivfl point. 'i'hat i e1 dif f erent. · from store J)clint. It w&s chP-we~ · 
, . 

"=ith CPd.,, r hark togetho!' with steelhead [ t'lalmon) eggs. ~t is this mixture thst m~kes : · .. 
. • IS """ • .-, 

t he f&i!)t re~ • . To t~e glue"-9 (11ided _the er1md stone. • · -: ' . .. . 
It h , not r cully · a 'family crest, only e i:,icture or' 1o1i:s.t 

. -
_ _..,•· :<-.: -~ _had bc~n seon in ' the firs t - place . On to1- of · the, 1·attle Ar~ s. little n:an c:.."ld .. frog. 

r ~: .: ; :-. •- • ,. : J • • • • • • • • • • • • • - •.C,U.. • • • . • 

·.~, · •· ·,; . Everv chior · has [ at lo, st] a· hamirh. The bird fi~ura h&e is an eagle. It h'as ?nade 
.. :: = ..... ". ~; \ . - .. .. 

.. 
\ 

i.; 

by Paet•~rhl, a !ine carver ~ho had mtiny to 'hie credit ••• · 

6 • Mous e-l•;oman (:{s'=lm1 wu.lanskyie:, ) 1 8 ruirhnog • 0~ epirit ~arving. 

. nted ~Y a whist.l e , to 

bcrriee .it il'l fond of. It is tied t o the he.id of the chief '1-;ea.rinr- it. 
l 

He pulls 

stnne;s, which tcovo the lt'es and the nrms. It hes ·be~n ehown her~ [ at Gi tlarhdMis],-

. and a Git rho teen ?nd Gi twirJrnihlk. Cin t,h<d r wos . dc:,wn the ri,ver SqeteP.n would throw 
•' # • .. • 

it into the river, a nd ilcR"·~ •on ie tr•e one who n .shes it out, while the others sing _ 

' I 
: ... 

I •• I 
8 [ trAqi tional) :30ng. . Tl_enarr.noq paBf.f)d from h1:it1d to hands·, _ ~coording , to i'ixed prece- . , r 
dtmt~~ . :Kimoderh, Knemrh.sF.m, and Hinaik:3 ,ire tha next, to take ~old of :,it. Then ·1t: j~ , ri 

.. .. 
_NeEi~·Y_l>q . Etc.: Thb aJwc1;1s hat-i:,ened_ when l'~na>sk gavr. a . f ...,ast. ,Should Sqateen give a · 

.. fell~t, tllFm it ii:. Hent'?nk that brin,~i:: with him; and there a~e µrivilep,ed 

·:1 
• I ; 

t 1 
I 

. 
~on ~!" · .. ith 1t, I t. ~,a s :: ad" for J.lr.mar lc by •-;..rc ~deldol (n Fire~ecd, borri st Gitlarhdt,mk~, 



' . 

.... ' 

., 

,. 

r •• -: .. , ... 
.: ... 

,· .. 

but ho had C('lme frotr. Gi tser.it:ia'lem, 

creat o( t he' fo~ily, ' etc . 

• • r 

- .~ 1.· . .. ,,. . ' . 
• 1 ·: ... • .. • • 

;' 

. l .. . 

,. 

. ,' 

,. , ........ 

on the mid-~kecna. 

., 

. . 
..... . ... ... 

1 ... - ... .. . 
: ,t •,. ":; '\ , 

. , . ..... :. . .1_·1 • : .• f 
• •1 

t 

-The Kouse-Wo111.E,n was an ancien t 1 ' , 

' . 
' 

; ,. . 
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