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From notes and informants: Stewart 1axa¥ik. Kincolithp Emma Wright,

gilaxtamks; Helen Clifton, Hartley Bay

MAGIC naxndx Helen Clifton

There was a group of people known as the gidzdntk group,
who were the :~~”- gpuncil or secret council of the ¢hief. Every-
thing pertaining to magic or the supernaturalnwas made /%/ by this
group under the authroity of the head chief of the tribe. This
gidzéntk group was the most exclusive group in the tribe and
membership was a hereditary privilege.

The mechanical masks representing supernatural powers
(naxnéxs) were made by this group.

Whenever the head chief wished to outdo some magic feat of
a rival chief he called upon his gidzdntk group to formulate
a more spectacular feat of magice.

For example, wiséks, a gispewudwada, gitxike wanted to
make his daughter's reappearance from the heavens in her haldit
initiation in the nu2im secret society very spectacular. He
went to his gidzdntk group and told them "I want the reappearance
of my daughter to be the most outstanding of all. I have invited
as my gueat'of honor legéx, chief of the gisﬁaxlo°o%a, and I
would like him to be surprised at our supernatural qualities. I
want my daughter to return from her voyage to the skies (hildxe)
in front of the village of Kitkatla emerging from the waters
inside of my crestsgnem itsaméoa (8nag of Sands). The crest will
open up and diacloée my damghter standing inside. Then it will
cloge again and sink into the water and immediately my daughter

shall be found standing on the bank behind all the spectators,

and will be immediately led by the master haldit to the haldit house.”
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Then the giszéntkl group gathered together in a conference
to discuss how to bring this performance about. The gidzdntk
group was made up of the carvers, the song somposers, the story-
tellers and the leading advisers of the chief.

To become a member of the gidzéntk one must have hereditary
rights and pledge absolute secrecy about everything that took
Place in the gsecret meetings. Here it was that the candidates were
selected for the haldit secret society of which the chief was
head (either ®nu2im or ®mi®?t2a). This group had cnarge of the
initiate from the time of his disappearance until he reappeared
from his trip to the heavens. 1t was this group who assisted
the chief in all his appearances while making the initiate a member
of the haldit group. Sometimes these duties lasted from the
winter till early spring or the oolachen fishing season, Becember
until March or April, since the initiation was not finished until
the new member was rid of the last trace of haldit influepgce.

The length of each initiation largely depended on the wealth and
social standing of the initiate.

The tribute would be paid by the initiate's family, both paternal
and maternal, to the presiding chief, who in turn compensated his
assigstants or the gi%zéntk group who actually did the work.

So in this case the gitx&2a wiséks wished to have his
_ggqgggg; initiated in a spectacular fashion, showing her paternal
origin by returning from the heaven's using one of her)ﬁgthg;'s

R

L
crests, the ganem ktsem®a08, the snag of the sandbar.

l. gidzdon =-- inner or secret. Literally this means an inner
chamber or secret chamber to which only members of the
particular group are permitted entrance. Each chief
had such a particular group and also such a chamber in
his house in which the secret conferences were held.
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The gidzéntk group settled upon a way to use tnis crest and
when the inttial period of sending the child into the neavens
and awaiting nher return was concluded they were prepared for the
rerformance.

The guests of honor were the giséaxlo9o%s tribe with their
chief 2egéx. It was to astound this guest that wiséks had desired
such a spectacular performance in his daughter's initiation into
the 9mi9%la secret society. The daughter had already completed
her preliminary initiation as a %sik a year earlier.

The guests were all guartered in the gitxdza chief wiséks!
house and the houses of wiséks tribesmen held legéx's giaﬁaxlééoés
tribesmen.

One night there came a loud crasn at tae rear of wiséks' house
and then was heard the blowing of the naxnéx whistles of this group.
(Bach secret society had reed whistles which gave a distinet sound).
Then there was more crashing of rocks outside the house, and this
continued throughout the night.

Thus all knew that the initiate daughter of wiséks was to
return from her voyage to the heavens on tuae next morning. This
erashing of rocks on the houses and the continual sounding of
naxndx whistles was the sign that all members of the "mi®tza
groupgrouP were to gather by the beach in front of the village
early the next morning.

Next day, two large canoes were seen approaching the
crowd of people gathered on the beach and the sounds of the naxndx
whistles became more and more frequent as the canoes drew closer.
a8 the canoes stopped some distance from the shore the people

gaw a large tree-like snag emerge from the waters and open to
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reveal the daughter of wiséks, completely nude, standing inside.

The master of ceremonies then announced, "The daughter
of my master has returned from her journey to the heavens, where
gshe has acquired much powe7ﬁnd she will now appear among her
fellow “mf”stda."

The hollow tree began to close again and the naxndx
whistles sounded to the rear, along the shore, and the people
looked and beheld the initiate standing on the bank behind the spect-
ators. She was being led in front of the village and the tree
had disappeared.

'This performance was accomplished by having another child
double for the initiate in the hollow tree. When it sunk
from sight the double was quickly taken aboard one of the
attendant canoes, while the whistles of the haldit ware being
sounded on shore. Thus everyone saw the initiate whom thesfthought taey
had just seen submerge in the hollow tree.

logéx, the guest of honor, and his gisﬁax159o£s group were
very much astounded,and legéx gathered his council group (gidzdéntk)
on his return home, and told them: "I am going to outdo the
haldit of wiséks. I must show the gitxdza tanat I have greater
haldit powers than they. I will show them that I can be put to
death by cremation and my ashes gathered up and placed in a box,
and then after the dancing of my shamans (halaits) I shall be
restored to life.

logéx, the gisﬁaxl6°ots chief, then sent his councillors
on a very secret migssion to look for a double for himself. This
man must resemble legéx in e very respect. The councillors found

a male slave among the Chilkats who was the exact double of legéx,
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purchased him, and returned secretly to letlakatla, B. C. The
slave was landed at night, and at the same tige lsgéx went into
hiding so that the slave might appear as legéx, even to assuming

logé' rights with his wives.

When it was time for the people to move to the Nasgss for the
oolachen seagon, leogéx remained behind with several of his wives
and councillors. They then began to spread rumours that legéx
would show his haldit powers to be greater than any other haléit.
The rumour grew, and it became known that legéx was to be
cremated and his ashes placed in a box, whereupon the haldits
in whom he hac vested his powers would restore his body to life
again.

Every time the gisﬁax159ots tribe moved from place to place
in order to gathern food and furs they either left legéx behind
in an empty village or placed him in a large box and carried him
about.

Keanwhile the gisﬁaxlﬁ°ots extended to the slave every
courtesy and mark of respect shown to legéx. It was not difficult
to keep the people away from legéx, as in olden times very few
people ever came in contact with the chiefs., But in thie case they
made legéx (i.e. the slave) as conspicuous as possikle. 4&an although
the Chilkat slave knew he was to be sacrificed, he played the part
of legéx, even fooling the gispaxlé?ots, and only the secret group
knew what was happening.

Finally the haldit season arrived, when all the chiefs showed
their haldit powers to all the others. This season was always
opened by ni*swéxs, chief of the gin®adbiks tribe, and it was also

his duty to close the season, for this was his special privilege.
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When this drama season was opened the giaﬁaxlé9ots gsent their
megsengers to the éi%;éi:.people inviting them to be the main
gueste, as well as inviting all the chiefs and people of the
tsemsiydn tribes. It was many days before the messengers returned,
a8 they were entertained by each chief and tribe they visited.

When the messengers returned from their vigiting preparations
were made for the performance. The gitxdia and other tribes made
their encampment near the giaﬁax16°ots village of laxmss®fle
(lLax--in, mes-- white , ?ol=--bearp H#village of white bear").

When the people heard the beating of the huge haldit drum the
guests began to go to the giséax169o£a village. When all the
guests had assembled in the house of legéx, he arose and began his
halait reception dance, spreading eagle down upon all the guests.

When this was finished the madter of ceremonies for the
gisﬁaxlﬁ”o%s tribe greeted the guests and announced, "My master
is going to show his fellow chiefs and their people his great
supernatural powers. He will be cremated and his ashes placed
in a box, then the haldit dancers in whom he has placed his great
haldit powers will sing and dance his power songs and dances, in
order to restore him to life again. Thig will be done in front of
you all in this house, and no one shall leave until all is
finished."

Turning to his tribesmen, the spokesman said to the slaves:
"Bring in the wood and prepare to make the funeral pyre upon which
our master will be burned."

The slaves then made a huge pile of pitch wood,and oolachen
0il was poured on this and then the slave who was impersonating

legéx was seated on top of the pyre, dressed in chief's regalia.
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The pyre was lighted and in full view of all the guests the slave
was burned, until nothing but ashes remained. These were gathered
and placed in a box which had been put in the middle of the floor
and then covered.

Next, the dancers came out and began to sing the power songs
of legéx. They took the lid from the box and called into the
box, "Are you alive y et, my master?"

When there was no reply the master of ceremonies urged the
dancers on. They kept up the dancing all night and next morming
they again removed the 1id and called into the box, "Have you
come to life yet, my: master?"

Then they heard a very weak and feeble voice coming from the
box, "I am gradually getting stronger. KXeep on singing."

Again the master of ceremonies urged the dancers and singers
until they were all in a frenzy now that they had heard their
master's voice.

Next day the master of ceremonies temoved the 1lid of the
box and called , "Master, are you getting stronger?" They now
heard the reply of the chief in a much stronger voice, "Yes, I
shall soon be able to rise but I am too weak to move yet. Keep
on with your singing and dancing, as that will strengthen me."

So the dancers and singers were even more energetic in their
performance. Next day the master of ceremonies took off the
the lid of the large box and called to the chief, "Have you gotten
stronger, my master?"

The voice of legéx was almost normal as he called out, " I
am as well now as I can be for a while. I am not very strong."
Soon leogéx stood up in the box and he appeared very weak and pale.

He had now overcome all other haldit performances and he began to
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distribute gifts to all his guests. He had overcome his

gitxd3a rivals.

- - = e e = -

Another feat of magic that is always spoken of among the
tgemsiyén:

There were two great halaits: one among the gin®ax®angik
and one among the gitaal9as§ on the Skeena River. It was winter
time and the coast people were at their winter village of Metlakatla,
B.C., while the gitsel®ase were at their Skeena village, and the
river was frozen over and the country covered with snow, which made
travelling impossible.

The name of the gitsel®as¢ shaman or haldit was wideld4l
(wi--great, delddl--reverberating) and that of the coast shaman
was ni*s?:indts. nis’adndts was sitting by his fireside, in deep
thought. Finally he said out loud, “Ohi If my brother widsld4ad
would only think of me and send me some tem®it (cluster berry)."

These two villages are about 125 miles apart. While
ni*s®s2ndts was expressing this wish, a very strong wind struck
the smoke hole of his house, and down the smoke hole came a huge
guantity of éam°it. This he gathered up and fed to his people as
havin. been sent by his brother widaldil.

Now widelddl was sitting by the fire in his own village ofi
the Skeena River, and he thought of his brother ni*s®indts on
the coast. He thought, "Oh, if only my brother ni:a9sinéta would
only send me gome fresh cockles which I crave very much to eat."

Not long after he had expressed the thought a great noise
was heard by the people, coming from the smoke hole of the house,
and then a huge quantity of cockles came down the smoke hole.

These were all fresh and he cooked and served them to his household,



Beynon v. 2, 1956=57 1

From notes and informants: Stewart laxekik, Kincolithp Luma Wiright,
gilaxtamksj Helen Clifton, Hartley Bay

MAGIC mnaxndx Helen Clifton

There was a group of people known as the gidzintk group,
who were the " °" e@puncil or secret council of the chief . Lvery-
thing pertaining to magic or the supernatural was made /%/ by this
group under the authroity of the head chief of the tribe. This
gidzﬁntk group was the most exclusive group in the tribe and
membership was a hereditary privilege.

The mechanical masks ropresehting nhptrnatural powers
(naxnéxs) were nade by this group. ;

Whenever the head chief wished to gutdo aoma.magie feat of |

a rival chief he called upon his gidzintk group to formulate
a more spectacular feat of magic, |

For example, wisdéke, a gispowudwada, gitxide wanted to
make his deughter's reappearance from the heavens in her haldit
initiation in the nusim secret society very spectacular, ile
went to his gidzfntk group and told them "I want the reappearance
of my daughter to be the most outstanding of all, 1 have invited
as my guest of honor logéx, chief of the giu;axla°o;a. and 1
would like him to be surprised at our supernatural qualities, 1
want my daughter to return from her voyage to the skies (hildxs)
in irnht of the village of Kitkatla emerging from the waters

inside of my aresta‘nam ktsenfos (Snag of Sands)s The erest will
open up and disclose my damghter standing inside. Then it will
close again and sink into the water and immediately my daughter
shall be found standing on the bank behind all the spectators,
and will be immediately led by the master haldit to the haldit houses’
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Then the gias&ntkl group gathered together in a conference
to discuss how to bring this performance aboute. The gidzfntk
group was made up of the carvers, the song gomposers, the storye
tellers and the leading advisers of the chief.

To become a member of the gidzfntk one must have hereditary
rights and pledge absolute secrecy about everything that took
place in the secret meetings. lere it was that toe candidates were
selected for ﬂha haldit secret society of whigch tne chief was
nead (either ®nuaim or “mi®ta2a). This group had cnarge of the
initiate from the time of his disappearance until he reappeared
from his trip to the heavens. 1t was this group wuo assisted
the chief in all his appearances while making the initiate a member
of the haldit group. OSometimes these duties lasted from the
winter till early spring or the oolachen fishing season, flecember
until March or April, since the initiation was not finished until
the new member was rid of the last trace of haldit influepces
The length of each initiation largely depended on the wealth and
gocial standing of the initiate.

The tribute would be paid by the initiate's family, both paternal

and maternal, to the presiding chief, who in turn compensated his
assistants or the giiaﬁntk group who actually did the work.

80 in this case the gitxdaa wiséks wished to have his
daughter 1n1tiatgd in a spectacular fashion, showing her paternal
origin by returning from the heaven's using one of her father's

H]
crests, the ganem ktaem®ao0s, the snag of the sandbar.

1. @gidzon == inner or secret. Literally this means an inner
chamber or secret chamber to which only members of the
particular group are permitted entrance. Lach chief
had such a particular group and also such a chamber in
his houge in which the secret conferences were helds
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The gidzdntk group settled upon a way to use tuis crest and
when the infigial period of sending the child into the uLeavens
and awaiting .Ler return was concluded they were prepared for the
cerformance.

] »
The guests of honor were the gispaxlo®ots tribe with their

chied Bogéx, It was to astound this guest that wiséks had desired

such a spectacular pe:formance in his daughter's initiation into
tue °m19iia gecret society. The daughter had already completed
her preliminary initiation as a iaik a year earlier.

The guests were all quartered in the gitx&aa chiei wiséks'
house and the houges of wiséks tribesmen held logéx's sinﬁale;nin
trivesmen.

One night tihere came a loud erash at tue rear of wisdks' house
and then was heard the blowing of the naxnfx whistles of this group.

(Bach secret society had reed whistles whioh gave a distinet sound).

. Then there was more crashing of rocks outside the house, and this

continued throughout the night.

Thus all knew that the initiate daughter of wiséks was to
return from her voyage to the heavens on the next morning. This
erashing of rocks on the houses and the continual sounding of
naxndx whintl&a was the sign that all memzbers of the ®mi®taa
groupgroup were to gather by the beach in front of the village
early the next morning.

Next day, two large canoces were seen approaching the
crowd of people gathered on the beach and the sounds of th.'nn:ﬁﬁh
whistles became more and more {requent as the canoces drew closer.

a8 the canoes stopped some distance from the shore the people

~saw & large treee~like snag emerge from tie waters and open to
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reveal the daughter of wiséks, completely nude, standing inside.

The master of ceremonies then announced, "The daughter
of my master has returned from her journey to the heavens, where
she has acquired much pow¢7ﬁnd she will now appear among her
fellow %if’otda.”

The hollow tree began to close again and the naxn®x
whiatles sounded to the rear, along the shore, and the people
loocked and beheld the initiate standing on the bank behind the spect=-
ators. ©She was being led in front of the village and the tree
had disappeared.

This performance was accomplished by having another child
double for the initiate in the hollow tree. When it sunk
from sight the double was quickly taken aboard one of the
attendant canoes, while the whistles of the haldit were being
asounded on shore. Thus everyone saw the initiate whom thq#thought taey
had just seen submerge in the hollow tree.

legéx, the guest of honor, and his ginﬁaxld9oil group were
very much astounded,and legéx gathered nis council group (gidzfntk)
on his return home, and told them: "I am going to outdo the
naldit of wiséks. I must show the gitxdda that I have greater
halfit powers than they. I will show them that I can be put to
death by cremation and my ashes gathered up and placed in a Loy
and then after the dancing of my shamans (halafts) I shall be
restored to life.

legéx, the gisﬁnxlﬂ’ata chief, then sent his councillors
on a very secret mission to look for a double for himself, This
man must resemble legéx in e very respect. The councillors found

a male slave among the Chilkats who was the exact double of logéx,
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purcnaaqd him, and returned secretly to lietlakatla, B: Ce The
slave wés landed at night, and at the same tige logéx went into
hiding so that the slave mighi appear as logéx, even to assuming
logl';;ighta with his wives.

ffﬂhnn it was time for the people to move to the lass for the
oolgdhen geason, legéx remained behind with several of his wives
nnq douncillors, They then began to spread rumours that legéx
v¢u1£ show his haldit powers to ve greater than any other haldit.
I@hOyrumonr grew, and it became known that legéx was to be
eremated and his ashes placed in a box, whereupon the halfits
1n;whnm he had vested his powers would restore his body to life
i ,

Every time the gi;;axlﬁ°ot| tribe moved from place to place
in order to gathern food and furs they either left legdx behind
in an empty village or placed him in a large box and earried him
about.,

Meanwhile the gisﬁnxld°otn extended to the slave every
courtesy and mark of respect shown to legéx. It was not difiicult
to keep the people away from legéx, as in olden times very few

people ever came in contact with the chiefs. But in this case they
made legéx (i.e. the slave) as conapicuous as possibvle, 4n although

the Chilkat slave knew he was to be sacrificed, he played the part

of legéx, even fooling the gispaxld®ts, and only the secret group

knew what was happening.

Finally the haldit scason arrived, when all the chiefs showed

their haldit powers to all the others. This season was always
opened by ni*swéxs, chief of the gin®adfiks tribe, and it was also

his duty to close the season, for this was his special privilege.
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Vhen this drama season was opened the sisﬁnxlﬂ’nta sent their
messengers to the gitydaa people inviting them to be the main
guests, as well as inviting all the chiefs and people of the
teemsiydn tribes. It was many days before the messengers returned,
as they were entertained by each chief and tribe they visited.

When the messengers returned from their visiting preparations
were made for the performance. The gitxfaa and other tribes made
their encampment near the gi.;&xlﬁ’otl village of laxmzg*fle
(laxe=in, mcge~ white , Pole-bearp Mvillage of white bear").

When the people heard the beating of the huge haldit drum tue
guests began to go to the gitéaxld’ni- village., When all the
guests had assembled in the house of legéx, he arose and began his
halait reception dance, spreading eagle down upon all the guests.

When this was finished the madter of ceremonies for the
giaiaxld’o;s trive greeted the guests and announced, "My master
ia going to show his fellow chiefs and their people his great
supernatural powers. He will be cremated and his asnes placed
in a box, then the haldit dancers in whom he has placed his great
haldit powers will sing and dance hig power songs and dances, in
order to restore him to life again. This will be done in front of
you all in this house, and no one shall leave until all is
finished."

Turning to his tribesmen, the spokesman said to the slaves:
"Bring in the wood and prepare to make the funeral pyre upon which
our master will be burned.”

The slaves then made a huge pile of piteh woodyand oolachen
0il was poured on this and then the slave who was impersonating

logéx was seated on top of the pyre, dressed in chief's regalia.
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The pyre wae lighted and in full view of all the guests tue slave
wizg burneds until nothing but ashes remained. These were gathered
and placed in a box which had been put in the middle of the floorxr
and then covered,

NHext, the dancers came out and began to sing the power songs
of legéx., They took the 1id from the box and called into the
box, "Are you alive y et, my master?"

When thérn was no reply the master of ceremonies urged the
dancers on. They kept up the dancing all night and next morfing
they again removed the lid and called into the box, "Have you
come to life yet, my  mnaster®"

Then they heard a very weak and feeble voice coming from the
box, "I am gradually getting stronger. Keep on singing."

Again the master of ceremonies urged the dancers and singers
until they were all in a frenzy now that they had heard their
master's voice.

lext day the master of ceremonies femoved the lid of the
box and called , "Master, are you getting stronger?" They now
heard the reply of the chief in a much stronger voice, "Yes, 1
shall soon be able to rise but I am too weak to move yets Leep
on with your singing and dancing, as that will strengthen me.,"

S0 the dancers and singers were even more energetic in their
performance. Next day the master of ceremoniee took off the
the lid of the large box and called to the chief, "Have you gotten
gtronger, my master?i"

The voice of legéx was almost normal as he called out, " 1
am as well now as I can be for a while. I am not very strong."
Soon legéx stood up in the box and he appeared very weak and pale,
He had now overcome all other halfit performances and he began to
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distribute gifts teo all his guests. He had overcome his
gitxdsa rivals,.

Another feat of magic that is always spoken of among the
tgomsiyén:
There were two great halaits: one among the gin®ax”angik

and one among the gitsal®ase on the Skeena River. It was winter

time and the coast people were at their winter village of Metlakatla,

B.Ces while the gitsel®ase were at their Skeena villages and the

river was irozen over and tue country covered with snow, which made

travelling impossible.

The name of the gitsel®ase shaman or haldit was widelddl
(wieegreat,; delddle~reverberating) and that of the coast shaman
was ni*s”:andts, nisadndts was sitting by his fireside, in deep
thought. Finally he said out loud, "Ohl If my brother wideldfd
would only think of me and send me some tem?it (cluster berry)."

These two villages are about 125 miles aparts while
ni*s?:#ndts was expreseing this wish, a very strong wind struck
the smoke hole of his house, and down the smoke hole came a huge
guantity of iam91t. This he gathered up and fed to his people as
havin, been sent by his brotuer widdldil.

Now widelddl was sitting by the fire in his own village off
the Skeena River, and he thought of his brother ni*s®:andts on
the coast, He thought, "Oh, if only my brother ni:.°siaﬁtl would
only send me some fresh cockles whigh I crave very much to eat.”

Not long after he had expressed the thought a great noise
was heard by the people, coming from the smoke hole of the house,

and then a huge quantity of cockles came down the smoke hole.

These were all fresh and he cooked and served them to his household.
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