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Beynon v. 2, 1956-57 

From notes and informants: Stewa r t laxski k , Kincolith, Emma Wright, . 
gilaxtamks; Helen Clif ton , Hartley Bay 

MAG IC naxnox Helen Clift on 

, t~ There was a group of people known as t he g idzontk group, 
u . .'~1-? n who were t h e oouncil or secret council of t he thief. Every -

thing pertaining to mag ic or the supernatur a l was made / ~/ by this 

group under the authroity of t h e head chief of the tribe. This 

g i dzontk group was t he most exclusive group in t h e t ribe and 

membership was a h eredita r y privilege . 

The mechani cal masks representing supernatural powers 

(naxn6xs ) were made by this group. 

Whenever t he h ead chief wished to outdo some magi c f eat of 

a riva l chief he called upon his gidzont k group to f ormulate 

a more spectacular feat of magic. 

For example, wiseks , a gispewudwada, g itxaae wanted to 

make h is daughter's reappea rance fr om t he heavens in her hal ait 

initiati on in t he nulim secret soc i ety very s pectacular . He 

went to his gidz6ntk group a nd t old them "I want tile reappearance 

of my daughter to be the mos t outstandi ng of all. I have invited 
, 

as my guest of h onor l agex, chief of the gispaxl o 9 ots, and I 

would like h i m to be surprised at our supernatural qualities . I 

want my daushter to retur n from h er voyage to t h e skies (hilaxs) 

in f ront of the vill age of Kitkatla emerging from the waters 
t 

inside of my crest g~am ktsam.a.os (Snag of Sands ). The crest will 
• 

open up and disclo se my dalighter standi ng i nside . Then it will 

close agai n and s i nk into t h e water and immedia tely my daughter 

shall be found s tandi ng on the bank behi nd all t n e specta tors, 

and will be L?llllledia tely led by the mas ter halait to t he halait house .~ 

1 
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Th th · 'tk1 t h d t th . en e giszon group ga e re oge er in a conference 

to discuss how to bring this performance about . The g idzontk 

g r oup was made up of the carvers, the song aompo aera, the story-

tellers and the leading advisers of the chief. 

To become a member of the g idzontk one must have hereditar y 

rights and pledge absolute secrecy about everything that took 

place in the secret meetings . Here i t was t ha t t ne candidates were 

selected for the halait secret society of which t he chief was 

head ( either ?nuit.im or ?mi ?tit.a). This group had c.nar ge of the 

initia te from the time of h is disappearance until he reappeared 

from h is tr ip to t he heavens . It was this group who assisted 

t he chief in all h is appea r a nces while making the initia t e a member 

of t he halait group. Sometimes t hese dutie s las ted from the 

wint er till early spring or t he oolachen fishing season , December 

until March or April, since the initia tion was not f i nished until 

the new member was rid of the last trace of halai t i nflueoce. 

The length of each initiation largely depended on the wealth and 

social standing of t he initiate. 

2 

The tribute would be paid by the initia te's family, both paternal 

and maternal, to the pres iding chief, who in turn compensated his 
, 

assi stant s or the gitz6ntk g roup who actually did the work. 

So in this case the gitxait.a wiseks wished to have his 

daughter initi ated in a spectacular fash ion, showi ng her paternal 

origin by returning from the hea v en 's using one of her f a t h er's ,,,_____.,, , 
crests, t he ~anem ktsem?aos , the snag of the sandbar . 

1. g idzon -- inner or secret. Litera lly this means an inner 
chamber or secret ch amber to which only members of the 
particular group are permitted entrance. Each chief 
had such a particul a r g roup and also such a chamber in 
his house in which the secret conferences were held . 

I 
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The gidz6ntk group settled upon a way to use t n is crest and 

when the initial period of sending t he child into the heavens 

and a waiting i.er return was concluded they were prepa red for t h e 

' ' The gue sts of honor were t he gispaxlo ?o ts tribe with t heir 

3 

chie& iegex. It was to as tound this guest t h at wiseks had desired 

such a spectacular pe rf or mance in his daughter's initiation into 
, 

t he ?mi?tia secret society. The daughter had already completed 
' her preliminary initiation as a tsik a year ea rlier. 

The gue sts were all qua rtered in t he gitxala chief wiseks' 
t l I 

house and t h e houses of wiseks tr ibesmen held legex 's gispax16?ots 

tribesmen . 

One night t nere came a loud cra sh at tne r ear of wiseks' house 

and then was h eard the blowing of t h e naxntx whistles of this group. 

(Each secret society had reed whistles which gave a distinct sound). 

Then t h ere was more crdshi ng of rocka outside t he house, and thi s 

continued throughout the night. 

Thus all knew that the initiate daughter of wiaeka was to 

return from her voyage to t he heavens on t ne next morning. This 

crashing of rocks on t he houses and t h e continual sounding of 

naxn6x whistles was the sign tha t all members of the ?zni ?tia 

group~were to gat her by the beach in front of t h e village 

early t he next morning . 

Next day, two large canoes were seen approa ching the 

crowd of people gat hered on the beach and the sounds of the naxn6x 

whistles became more and more f requent as t he canoes drew closer . 

a s t he canoes stopped some distance from the shore t he people 

saw a large tree-like snag emerge from t he waters and open to 
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reveal t h e daughter of wiseks, completely nude, standing inside. 

The master of ceremonies then announced, "The daughter 

of my master has returned from her journey to the heavens, where 

she has acquired much powefnd she will now appear among her 
' fellow 9~! 9 atia." 

The h ollow tree began to close again and the naxnox 

whistles sounded to t he rear, along t he sh ore, and t he people 

l ooked and beheld t h e initiate standinci on t he bank behind t he spect-

a t or s . She was being led i n front of t he village and t he tree 

had disappeared. 

Thia performance was accomplished by having anot her child 

double f or the initia te in t he hollow tree. #hen it sunk 

fr om s i ght the double was quickly taken ·aboard one of the 

attendant canoes, while t he whistles of the halait ware being 

sounded on shore. Thus everyone saw the initiate whom t he~thought 

had just s een submerge in the hollow tree. 
, , 

l agex , the guest of honor, and h is gispaxlo 9 ota group were 

very much astounded,and l agex gathered h is council group (gidz6ntk) 

on his return home, and t old t hem: "I am goi ng to outdo t he 

halait of wiseks. I must show the g itxaia t aat I have greater 

halait powers than they. I will show t hem t ha t I can be put to 

dea th by cremation and my ashes gathered up and placed in a box , 

a nd then after the dancing of my shamans (bala!ts) I shall be 

restored to life. 
I 

lagex, t h e gispaxl6 ?ots chief, then sent his councillors 

on a very secret mission to look for a double for himself. This 

man must resemble lagex in every respect. The councillors found 

a male slave among the Chilkats who was the exact double of l agex, 

t hey 
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purchased him, and returned secretly to lietlakatla, B. c. The 

slave was landed at night , and at the same ti3e legex went into 

hiding so that the slave might appear as l egex, even to assuming 

lege' rights with his wives. 

When it was time for the people to move to the Nass for t h e 

oolachen season, legex remained behind with several of his wives 

and councillors . They then began to spread rumours tha t legex 

would show his halait powers to be greater than any other halait. 

The rumour grew, and it became known tha t l egex was to be 

cremat ed and his ashes placed in a box, whereupon the halaits 

in whom he had vested his powers would restore his body to life 

again. 
, 

Every time the gispaxlo?ots tribe moved from place to place 

in order to gathern food and furs they either left l egex behind 

in an empty village or placed him in a large box and carried him 

about. 
' Meanwhile the gispaxl6?o'ts extended to the slave every 

courtesy and mark of respect shown to legex. It was not diff icult 

to keep t h e people away from legex , as in olden times ver y few 

people ever came in contact with the chiefs. But in this case they 

made l egex (i.e. the slave) as conspicuous as possible. An although 

t h e Chilka t slave knew he was to be sacrificed, he played the part 

of l egex, even fooling t h e gispaxlo?ots, and only the secret group 

knew what was happening . 

Finally the halait s eason arriv ed, when all the chiefs showed 

their halait powers to all the others. This season was a lways 

opened by ni•swexs, chief of t he gin?adoiks tribe, and it was also 

his duty to close t h e season, for this was his special privilege . 
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l 

When this drama season was opened the gispaxl6?ots sent their 
t.. l , 

messengers to the gicyaia people inviting them to be the main 

guests , as well as inviting all t h e chiefs and people of the 

tsemsiyan tribes. It was many deys before the mess engers returned, 

as they were entertained by each chief and tribe they visited. 

When the messengers returned from t h eir visiting preparations 

were made for the performance. The gitxaia and other tribes made 

their encampment near t h e giepaxl 6?ots village of laxmgs?6le 

( l ax--in, mes-- white , ?ol--bearF ~village of white bear"). 

When t he people h eard the beating of the huge halait drtw1 t h e 
' ' guests began to go to the gispaxl6?ots village. When all the 

guests had assembled in the house of legex, he arose and began his 

halait reception dance , spreading eagle down upon all the guests . 

When this wa s finished the mas ter of ceremonies for the 
' , gispaxlo?ots tribe greeted the guests and announced, "My master 

is g oing to show his fellow chiefs and their people his great 

supernatural powers . He will be cremated and his ashes placed 

in a box, then the halait dancers in whom he has placed his great 

halait powers will sing and dance his power songs and dances , in 

order to rest ore h i m to life again . This will be done in fron t of 

you all in this house , and no one shall leave until all is 

finished." 

Turning to his tribesmen, the spokesman said to the slaves: 

"};ring in the wood and prepare to make the funeral pyre upon which 

our master will be burned. 11 

The slaves then made a huge pile of pitch wood, and oolachen 

oil was poured on this and then the slave who was impersonating 

l egex was seated on top of the pyre, dr essed in chief 's regalia. 

6 
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The pyre was lighted and in full view of all the guests t he slave 

w~a burned~ until nothing but ashes remained. These were gathered 

and plac ed in a b ox which had been put in the middle of t h e floor 

and t h en covered . 

Next, the dancers came out and began t o sing the power s ongs 

of legex. They took the lid from the box and called into the 

box, "Are you a live y et, my mast er '?" 

When there was no reply the master of ceremonies urged t he 

dancers on. They kept up t he danc i ng all night and next morlil.ing 

t hey again removed the lid and called into the box, . "Have you 

come to life yet , my r master ?" 

Then they heard a very weak and feeble voice coming from the 

box, "I am gradually getting stronger. Keep on singing ." 

Again the master of ceremonies urted the dancers and singers 

until they were all in a frenzy now that they had heard their 

master's voice. 

Next day the master of ce remonies removed the lid of the 

box and called, "Master, are you getting stronger'Z" They now 

hear d the reply of t he chief in a much stronger voice, "Yes, I 

shall soon be able to rise but I am too weak to move yet. Keep 

on with your singing and dancing, a s t hat will strengthen me ." 

So the dancers and singers were even more energetic in their 

performance. Next day t he maste r of ceremonies took off the 

the lid of the l arge box and ca l led to t he chief, 11Have you gotten 

stronger , my master'Z" 

The v oice of l egex was almost normal as he called out, "I 

am as well now as I can be for a while. I am not very strong ." 

Soon legex stood up in the box and he appeared very weak and pale. 

He had now overcome all other halait performanc es and he began to 

7 

l 
l 
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distribute gifts to all his guests . He had overcome his 

g itxala rivals. 

------
Another feat of magic that ia always spoken of among the 

taemsiyan: 

There were two great halaits: one among t h e gin9 ax?angik 

and one among the gitsal?ase on the Skeena River . It was winter • 
time and the coast people were at their winter villag e of Metlakatla, 

B.C., while the gitsel9 ase were at their Skeena village, and the 

river was f rozen over and t he country covered with snow, which made 

travelling impossible. 

The name of the gitsel?ase shaman or halait was wideldal • 
(wi--great, deldal--reverberating) and that of the coast shaman 

was ni•s?c lnats. nrs ?ainats was sitting by his fireside, in deep 
' thought. Finally he said out loud, "Ohl If my brother wideldc!a 

would only think of me and send me some tem?it (cluster berry)." 

These two villages are about 125 miles apart . While 

ni•s?s ¼nata was expressing t h is wish , a very strong .wind struck 

the smoke hole of his house , and down the smoke hole came a huge 
) 

quantity of tam9 it. Thia he gathered up and fed to his people as 

havint:; be en sent by his brother widtldal. 

Now wi deldal was sitting by the fire in his own village o~ 

the Skeena River , and he thought of his brother ni•a?ginate on 

the coast. He thought, "Oh, if only my brother ni•s?s¼nats would 

only send me s ome fr esh cockles which I crave very much to eat." 

Not long after he had expressed the thought a great noise 

was heard by the people, coming from the smoke hole of the house, 

and then a huge quantity of cockles came down the smoke h ole. 

These were all f resh and he cooked and ser ved t hem to his household. 
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From notes and informants: tew rt l axekik , K1noolith Emma 1rieht, • 
gilaxtamksl Helen Clifton, Hartley Bay 

GIC na.xn&x Helen Clifton 

There waa a ~rou of people known ao the idzontk group, 

V1ho were the ·•"'"~.. 01nmcil or aeoret council ot' the c icf _ Every-

thin pertaining to ma ic or the uperna.tura l wa ,ma.de / 'l/ by tho 

roup under the au throi ty of ti .. e head c iof of the trib1.:. Thia 

icL:./ntk eroup \, s t l .. e most excluaive group in t c tribe a.ud 

memberehip s a teredi t ary privile e . 

Tho mcohanicu.1 ma.aka representin• oupernatu.i·al powera 

(n'.\..~n6xs) we re made by this group . 

v'.acnever the h e d chief •13..ahed to outdo oome D'lll. c f cat of 

a r~~a l chief he c llcd upon hiu ~idztntk rou_ to ormulate 

a more apectacular feat of naeic . 
For exa.rn.ple, uiaeka, eiapewudim..da , gi t.xtj.la \1a.'1ted to 

makQ hie d.~ua ter ' 2 :ree.p:pearnnce from t he heavens in or h .. lait 

initiu.tion in the nulim secret 3oc i oty ve!:y upcctacular. He 

went to hie gidz/ntk group an d told them "I we nt t he rcappe. r ce 

of my daughter t o be the moot outet arnli ne of .11 . 1 have invited 
' ' a my ueo of honor l ouex, chief of the ia~.J...l• ?cto, and I 

would like lim to be aurpriaed a t our su:9ernatural qualities . I 

wa."lt my dat &}ltcr to return from her voy i.,e to t h e skie s (hilar...;) 

in front of the vill e of Kitka.tla emer in from the waters 
' inaide of my creot~9nan kte oo (~nng of -nae) . ~he erect ill 

open up and diaoloae my dmllghter standing inside. Then it will 

close again and sink into t he . a ter and immedi tely my daughter 

oha.11 be found standing on the bank behind all t e epcota tore, 

and will be i! edia tely led by the master i.18.l~i t to the halai t h ouse/ 
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Then the , 1 iszontk roup eat hored togeth er in a conference 

to diaouae how to bring thie pe r formance about . The idztntk 

group wns made up of the carvers, tho eon oom oaera, the story-

tellers and the leading advieero of the chief. 

To beo ca member of the gidz~ntk one muet have oredi t ary 

ri ;hte and pledge absolute oocrecy about everything that took 

placo in the s ecr et meetings. 1cre it w a t l at t e oandidatee ere 

oelected for the hal t secret society or hich tnc chief was 

head {either ?nuiim or ?mi ?tia). 1'hie rou.P had o •• a r e of t 1e 

initiate f r om the time of hio di ape r""nce until he rea....,1,earcd 

from his tr1 to tne ieaveno. It ,vao tl is roup w o aieiated 

t.11e ohicf in all hio appe r a .• oeo while making the 1ni i te a m be.L· 

of the hal,H t eroup. ..,omctimea the so dutieo laoted 11·om the 

inter till ear ly spring or t h e oolacheu fi .. in eeaaon, December 

until arch or April, Rincc he initiation o not r 11.iehed until 

the new member as rid oft e 1 et trace of halait influeoce. 

The leI1Bth of ea ch initia tion largely depended on the we~lt and 

oocial e~ ndine of the initi te. 

Tl1e tribute ,; ould be paid b y the ini ti tc • o amily, both .P ternal 

d ma terna1, to the .r'rcoidir · chi of, ho in tum compeua ted his 

' asniatante or the e itzontk roup who actu- lly aid the work . 

o in this case the itxi:lsa wieGko ished to have llie 

d ughter initiated in a. a~ect cular i'as.1io11, sho, i r1er pa tern l 

ori in by returnin from the .ticavon' e uai. one of tier f t her ' a 
' oreete, the ;:ran\;"1 ktaem?aoc. , t 1e en of tt1e sandba • 

l. c,iQzon -- inner or secret. Li terully tliie m.eano an inner 
c~iil.mbor or secret C1aI!l.bcr to which only mel!l~er6 of tho 
particular group u.re pt!rmitted entr nee . Each chief 
had ouch a particula r roup and aleo such a c, ber in 
his houee in which the eecret conferences were held. 
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The gidz611tk grou1> settled upon w y to uee t liD crest and 

when the initial period of sending tne child into tie eavene 

and a.wa.i ting l .er rat urn w e concluded they . ere re pared for the 

erformance. 
• • Tho guests ot honor ere t he giepaxlo';>ote tribe i th t heir 

3 

ohied lae~x. It waa to ctound thio ·uest t 1at iee.ks had de ired 

such a opectacular pe for ance in hie daughter's initiation into 
I 

t--C "mi ?ti secret society. T'nc daughter had already completed 
• her preliminary initiation aa a taik a ye-r earlier. 

The guests .ere all quartered in tnc itx ia chie1 ~is ko' 
I I t 

house and the houeeo of wio~ a tr1beemcn held le 6x•s iepaxl~?ots 

tribesmen. 

One night t .. iere came a loud er an t t ne Lear of wis .ka 1 houae 

and then ~ae eard the blowing of t hen xn~x whistlee of thi ~roup. 

{Each oecrct oociety had reed hietleo hi.oh gave a di etirfct auw1u.). 

Then t here wa o more crd shif of roe e outside the houeo, o.nd this 

continued tnroughout the ni ht. 

Thus all knew that the initiate daughter of wiseke was to 

rei:!trn from her voya e to the noa.vena on t e next morning . Thie 

crashing of rocke on the houeea and the continual aoundins ot 

n -ndx whietles was the sign that all members of the ~mi?tia 

groupgroup were to gather by the beaoh in front of the village 

early t he next mornine. 

llext day, tno large canoeo ere seen approach1n the 

oro d of people thered on the beach and the aounde of the n~x 

hiatlea became more and more f requent as the canoes dre oloeor . 

s the ca.noes stopped some diet nee from the shore the people 

ea1 n lar e tre,.c•like arm et1er e from t h e wo.ters and open to 



rove l the d ughter of wia~ke, com~letely nude, standin inoide . 

The maeter of ceremonies then announced , "The dauB,hter 

of my master haa returned from her journey to the heavono, where 

ehe haa aoqu:red much po er/'-nd she will no appear among her 

fellow 9 ?otia. " 

The hollow tree began to close again and the no.xntx. 
whistlea oounded to the rear, along t he shore, and the people 

looked and beheld ta initiate atandinc on t he bank behind the apect-

ators. dhe wa.a being led in front ot t h e village and the tree 

had die.appeared . 

Thia performance wao accomplished by having another child 

double f or t he in1 tio.tc in t.he hollow tree . Jhen 1 t eunk 

:from eight the double was quic.Kly t en aboard one ot the 

attendant oanoee, while t he whietlea ot the hal it ware bein 

sounded on shore. Thua everyone saw the initiate hom they/thought t hey 

had Just s een aubmer c in the hollo~ tree. 
t • 

leg&x , the ~ueat of honor, and his giopaxlo?ota group were 

very much aatounded,and l eg gathered n io oouncil group (gidz,ntk) 

on his return home, !llld t old them: nr am oing to outdo tne 

halait of wieeks. 
,· 

I must Dhow the gitxa.a t }.1at I ha.ve greater 

hal it powers than they. I will ehow t hem tlu\ t I can be put .to 

death by cremation and my aahes gathered up and placed in a b<>1, 

and then after t h e dancing of my shamans (hala:!ts) I ehall be 

restored to life. 
t 

l age~, t he ispaxl ?ota chief, then sent hie oouncilloro 

on a very aecret mission t o look for a double for himself. Thie 

man must resemble l agwc. in every respect. The councillors found 

a In.ale s l ave among the Chilkata who a s the exaot double of l egex, 
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urcha eed him, and returned ecretl to etlak tla, ~ . c. The 

alave w~e landed at night . nd at the same ti.JJe la ex ent into 

h1d1n 1ao that the slave migh 

lag• righta with his wivoe! 

/ en it as time for the 

p~ear ao l egex , even to aeouming 

eople to move to the ass for the 

oolaahen season, l esex remained behind 1th several of his wives 
J j 

and oouncillora . ih~y then be nn to spread rumours that leG~A 
{ 

w¢uld show hie halAit powe1s to be greater t han any other ha.lait . 
I 

The rumour grew, and it became known tat was to be 

oreoated and hie aahea placed in a box, whereupon the halaita 

in whom he ha1 veated hie powers would restore his body t o life ( \ 

a ,afn. 
It 

Every tie the iepaxJ.~?~ts tribe moved from place to plnce 

in order to gathern food and fura they either left l eg behind 

in an empty villa e or vlaced him in a large· box and oarried him 

about . 
• ~eanwhile the siapax.l~?~ts extended to the slave every 

courtesy and mark of reepeot eho n to l egcx . It wa.a not di l icult 

to k eep t ho people a ay from legex , ae 1n olden times VeLy few 

_people ever os.m.e in contact with the ohie!s. But in th1o oaao ey 

5 

made l &gex (i.e. the slave ) ae conepicuoua ao possible . n al hough 

t he Chilka t slave knew he was to be sacrificed, he played tho part 

of l c~cx, even fooline t he ispa.7.lo?ote, and only the secret roup 

know what ae h ppeni • 

Finally t he halait oc eon rrivod, whon all the ohiefa ohowed 

t heir • alai t po era to O.J.l t he others. Thio oca.oon wa s alw ya 

o encd by ni • s CAD, chief of the in?ad iko tribe, d it i. a.o also 

hie duty to close t1c aeason, for thie uaa his opeo1a l privile 1e . 
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, 
lien this drama eea aon wae opened the giepaxl~?ote eent their 

messengers to the gityaia people inviting them to be the me.in 

guests, ao ell as inviting all t e chiefs and people of the 

tsemsiy n tribes. It was many d9v'e before the mes engere returned, 

a s they ere entert ined by each chief and tribe t ey visited. 

en the mesaenJere returned from their vie1t1~ prevarationo 

ere 1:ie.dc for the perfonuance . The g1 t ia and other tribea made 
, 

their encompnent near the giepaxl ?oto village of laxm.; e•;,ola 

(lax--in, meo• - white, ?ol• -bear, evillage of hite bear" ). 

,Vhen the people hear d tnc beatin of the huge halait drum the 
• t 

guests began to go t o t he giepaxl. ?ots v1l1age . a'hen all the 

gueeto had aoscmbled in t he house of lag x, he arose and began hie 

halait reception dance, spreading eagle down upon all the ueeta . 

I/hen this wae finished the master of ceremonies for the 
J t 

giapaxl ?ote tribe greet ed the e;ueata and announced, "My master 

is going to show hie fellow oh1e1'a and their people hie great 

supernatural powers. He will be cremated and hia aenea placed 

in a box, then tho hal it dancers in whom he has placed hie great 

halait po ere will sin and dance his po er eon 1 a and danceap in 

order to reetore him to life ain. Thia will be done in front of 

you all in this house , and no one shall leave until all 1a 

finiehed." 

Turning to hio tribesmen, the spokesman said to the elavea: 
11:Bring in the wood and prepare to make the funeral pyre upon which 

our ma.oter will be burned. 11 

The elavee then made a huge pile of pitch wood, and oolachen 

oil wae poured on thia and t hen the slave who wae 1mpereonat11 

legex was seated on top of the pyre, dreneed in chief ' s regalia. 

6 
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The pyre waa lighted and in ful.l vimv of o.ll the gueate tne al-av.a 

w~a burned• until nothing but ashes remained. Theee were gathered 

and placed in a box which had been put in the m.id.dle of the floor 

and then covered. 
Uext, the dancers came out and began to ei?lt.., the power so11es 

of leeex. They took the lid from the box and oall ed into the 

box, "Are you ali vo y et., my master'?" 

When uiere was no reply the mo.ater of ceremonies urged the 

dancers on . They kept up the de.nci~ all night and next moraing 

they ::1gain removed the lid and oalled into the boz, 11Have you 

eome to li:fe yet , rey maetei:?l' 

rhen they heard a very weak a,nd iecblc voice col'.l:J.ng from the 

box, 11 I om gradually c;etting otronger . h.ee.P on singing . 11 

Agairi tho master of ce).'en<miea urfed the dancers and singers 

until thoy we.re all in a frenzy now that they ha. heard their 

maater's voice . 

NeAt dny the master of ceremonies ~emoved the lid of the 

box and cal.led , ''Ua.ster, are you getting stronger1 11 They now 

heard the reply of the chief in a much etroll[',er voice, "Yes, I 

ehall soon be able to riae but I am too weak to move yet . Leep 

on with your singing and dancing. a.a that will atrenethen me. 11 

So tho dancere and aingere were even more energetic in their 

porformanoe . Next day the master of ceremonies t ook off the 

the lid of the large box and cal.led to the chief', "Have you gotten 

stronger, my maoteri" 

The voice of legex was almost normal a.a he ca lled. out. " I 

am a.a well now as I can be for a. while . I am not very s.trong . 11 

Soon l agex stood up in the box a.nd he appeared very weak and pa.le . 

lie had now over come all other ha.l it performances and he began t o 
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diatribute gifts to all hie guests . He had overcome hie 

gitxaia rivals . 

Ntother feat of m ic that ie always spoken of a.mo the 

tuemaiyant 

There were to great ala.its; one among the gin?ax?an ik 

and one a..~ong the gitoal?ooa on the Skeena River. rt wae inter • 
ti.me and the coast people were a t t hei r winter village of etlakntla, 

B .C. , while t he giteal?aaa weie at their ~eena village. and t e 

r1vcr waa f roz~n over and t he country covered with anow, 1hioh made 

travelling impoaaible . 

The name of the gito8l9 neo eharlnn or halait ae widaldal • 
(wi--grea t, delde,l .. - reverbe1:a.t:i.ng) and that of t he ooaet ehatr..an 

waa ni • s ?~ •ru\ts. nt ?affiata woe oitting by his fireside , in deep 
• thought . Finally he said out loud, "Ohl If !!'\Y brother wideld I 

would only think of me and send me oome tem?it (cluster be:r:ry ). 11 

Theee t o villazee 1·0 about 125 milee apart . While 

n1 • e•)~1nate wao expreseing U1io wish, a very strong v ind atruc 

t hl! am.ol:e hole of hia house , and do\"in the erao.ke hole came a hu._.e 
' quantity of tam?it . Thia he athered up a nd fed to hie people aa 

havin been sent bJ hie brot11e1 widiltld l . 

Now widaldal as itting by the fire in hie on villa coil 

the Skcena River , and he thought of hie brother ni • o?~iru1ta on 

the coaet. J!e t h ought, "Oh, if onl.y my brother ni •s?s i:n ta would 

only eend .me e0111e fresh coc l ea hioh I crave very much to eat. 0 

Not lone after he had expreeacd tho thought a great noise 

wae heard by tho people, corning from the omokc hole of the houoe, 

a.nd then a huec quantity of oooklea came down the smo e hole . 

Theee were a.11 fresh and he c ooked and served t hem t o hie h ousehold . 
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