
Ottawa, Augu.st 16th, 1957. 

Dr. Jacques Rousseau, 
Director,, Canadian l.u.seum. ot Htllli8ll Histoi,--
{ ational sewn of Canada), 
Ottawa, Ont. 

Dear Dr. Rousseau: 

I ha't'e just. read • f's letter ot August 12th, about 
the Tsi.JuTan project, and I hasten to give you the opinion 'Which 
you desire concerning it. 

Without hesitation and with great spiasis, I support bis 
proposal, subject to a tev precisions. For a long ti.lie, as you know., 
I have tried, without success so tar, to get an assistant who woul.d 
becODLe acquainted with my North Pacific Coast materials, especially 
Tsimsuan, in oJ,"d.er to help in making th• available and publish them. 
The Nina Ept,on project on secret societies and the potlatch which you 
are endeaYouring to bring about is in line with this deYeloJlllent, and 
I giYing 111$' entire support to it. 

4'r. nurr• s qualifications for this project are first class, 
and I agree that it 1110uld be an inspiration to work -.,1th him. We 
would soon adjust our views and ways about the Yast material.s which 
in moat part now lie dormant in my files. The Tsimsyan project has 
been my chief contribution to research in Canada, and it has an 
important bearing ,on recent Siberian migrations in the North West. 

I beg of you to giYe your entire practical support to the 
Dutt project, covering a year's of his time at the Museum. 

The preci ions I have to introduce at this point are of 
minor importance, and will take care of themselves in due time. The 
work to be done would be in collaboration, as long as I can be of 
senice. Due credit to each wuld haYe to be given to each 
according to his contribution. 
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Ottawa, ove ber 26th, 1957 

arius Barbeau 

Wilson Duff 

I wish to recommend the ap lication of Mr. Duff 
for a Guggenhei grant , to enable him to pursue his research on 
North Pacifie Coast ethnology and a.rt, here at the ational ~useum 
in collaboration wit h me. 

First , regarding ' • Duff' s ersonality and 
accOlllplishments, I would say that I know rather little about him, 
except through his publications, in the serie of the Provincial 
Museum, B.p . - and they are scholarly - and a short vitdt here 
l ,1st yearo He seems to' be a conscientious and able .man , with a 
keen spirit of first-hand research in his own province. fie is a so 
interested in the historical and cultural problems involved, as is 

hqwn in his statement~ 

I consider Mr~ Duff a serious student o! the young gener-
ation, and I need not elaborat~ ur-~n his project. But I wish to say 
that I con~ur with his view that my Tsimsyan nd North:-Pacific Coast 
materials should be ade accessible to him while he stays here for a 
prolon ed period, on leave from his Frovindal Museum. Should my files 
remain as they are, unexi:,lored ?Y a · err.bar of his generation, they would 
prove difficult or access and understanding, theref<>re p::rrtly lost, as 
the hierogly hs used to be. 

' We have sought previously here to get a young American 
ethnologist from Columbia University to undertake t his work of collabora-
tion with me, but ~ithout success so far. • Duff comes along at the 
right moment, nd I strongly desire to support his cas and to promise 
my utmost care and hel to him, should he be a successful applicant 
with your Foundation. 

Y urs sincerely, 
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