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An Aooount of the ~n1t1 t1on or Louis Grayr 
11 I') 5 ,, 4l- n t • :> j«A1Ju..'d.'1 
n1r.o coot da 1n'odo1ke: 

The time ho.d como when I wao ch114 , ben I 

es to bo nosoo1 tcd 1th my uncle 
I "- I ., 

d y rothor, l 1, , 
htdS.,..,£,S 

ot the isp rhls ts h c lled in nhm~1erbn, t <' w1hala1 t «-A 
1,1 n '11.d o 1 /c..s ,, liJ~/ . A- ne. 0 s 

chief of tho 1n'a<'o11t'., into th house: J s 1 _neoo, nd 

th ro o to b g1v n at the eo.m t1 two ere inc to 
h ve their te1ok 1n1t1at1on and threo other th t were to 

hi I ~x(.( 
h ve tbo1r third 1n1 t1at1on, tho r 11 r st se, ot the e 

tie . Th hole woe ctven by ray uncles wbo wero oos1 tcd by 

my t th r . 'Ih 

n1es y noos. 
hole w held in t ho house of my uncle 

hon oll the people wore 1n the houso t he 

narbnnwrh, h1etles oimded end then r,.y unt , a1stors or 
my rather oo forward and »laoed ov r n ond the other 

taiok 1n1t1ate, who as my si ter, oodnr b rk t . Then 
the narbnawrb whistl o1n soundod nd then o.y unole 

;,17Sw'i,'l(.S 
call d to n1 owsrhs, "Co w1ho 
«m}.f.t 
r 1 t (meBning emoll person) . 

it, put your po r in this 

Then th · 1<~ ~·awn t t tendon to 
?a,m a/1..,"t 

1-.: tt,..ndod the chief placed on him hie •r 1, 1 t t nd 
'lw~s J,i.,,_/A,.,t 

,Ji,, .1,., 1 1 t 1d le . 1nge, nd w woro plooed in full v1cTJ of 

the people nd wero oupport a by our pnt, M rl unto ho 
t )((<, I A, o k. s :1 m , .._ 1' t:. 

looked aft r a. io trhs was callod trlml o· l r n 

nAll bri (lan~~ he vens. Then h c doffll trom whero 
he was e1tt1 nd t rt d to danoo and sine h1 ot'fn 



ks 1 n £1 k 
' •e:na rhlk ( into amo the 
people, h made ny gestures it cett1 o<D!th1 trom 
the air. Thon h m1 tted a call ond had so thine 1n his 

hand hioh I attoreff rde new to be pieoeo ot cryatole . 

These had been gotten at !n• dolke river. These crystals 
be kept oonoe led from all ond w s seen to G dmir them. He 

bed two suoh orystola, the le.roe one he ·used hen he would 
be oo cneated v ry lar ely and the 

e,q,eote4 only e e ll compensation. 
ller one, ,hen b 

n he looked lnto h1o h nd he admired 1t very 
muoh and appeared to er pplo 1th 1 t it wrestling, ,hen 
he maater d 1 t he went to here I was tnndinG and then he 

etartod to 4o.noe end e1 hle h l 1t eona, hich told or his 
po ere, then be a4e gestures or thro ing over e.nd then 

.> .,) :::> ,/ 
I had been ta ht to call out as ·1t 1n 1ni•aw •a •nw •ow, 
end t.hen tho people then st tod to c 11 01.1t they also started 

h"-')(. n? )(. 
to sing ond pro1 e the powore ot the narhnnw , or the hal it . 

tor tb1a I waa ooverod up withe oedar bark t bioh ea 

~u. lied by y potorn l unt, t fter I oe covered u a 
l'lA-1'-n-:> "Ji.. 

nnrhnawhl hlstl oounded and the wibal lt t hen nt beet to 
hi lao whero h had been atr4• apparently exhausted end 

h1uSrc-\nt."S 
nles .... n os1 •nhada ) o e 1th then r, unolo • ( form.er 

,t,y.,,, [. 
hl1:nwn ~oose skins' nd ve this tot e Ch1et' n1oswaerbs rnd 

'/ Wt\ 1 vJ1hd.lA.il: },4,/1 y£,t hA.xn;>,<, 

in 1v1ns th1 • he called out 1 we1 w1hnl· 1 t ~1 11 7aehl nnr nnwr 
now rent h. 61\ w lke the nnrhnn 

And tl-1c present was lnoed before him. Th n my ternal elm.ts 
rh . 
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)'-J£ef ,, 

wer presented w1 th '-tyet.l 11°ta t or having prov14ecl the 

o d r mat, with which I was covorod and they re 51ven 
these gitte which were contributed by y other nnd maternal 

unta . Th n 1 t o 1c .1 t rn tor my oouo1n (T 1 ym relnt1on• 
,r,,.,kt, 1 5vo..£f 

ship te ed ti. ".'t1 ) o ohl t n the \'l'hole oeremony ae they 

done tor mo was con into . Thie f1rot i nitiation w o t.ermed 
I IA ; 

tatok (minute shell fish) ond th l, oed r bark r1ns bich 
we woro woe a ll one nnd there was only on r1nc around 
the nee nd 11 heod r1 • en the c remony ao over 
t°or the taiok 1n1t1 tion, it tb n ant tbnt • the 1n1ti tee 

were then to en to the reor ot the boue on, .1 cod there in 
r.-t:, r 

8$clu ion in a spool l built partition I ,to ,.hl) which was ftv1~ 
deoorated 1th th -t~;h (ravon) on the outside. were not ~ 
permitt 4 to tolk to n,yono ot th houeo nd tor tour cloys o 

wer de to t t ho.vi,,· o ~· · eter nd then when g1T n to us 
1-. I d.. -z. ] ,., H. 

by one or the hal tt 147 nt· ( oro o o eo1 1 croup or en 

who wero the hel it ttendanto of the w1holo1t, see Poter ) 

nd when g1v1 us water the dr1nk1 v a el wao turn d four 

(4) ti eo around th ~1reot1on of the p th or th sun (trom 

e st to west ) and at the en ot the ourtb d y, tho 1hala1t, 

ego1n o into ti house and then 1'10 1n1 tint s were tot n trom 
p_t-:> •f 

th hal it ptewhl nd ere plBoed b tore tho thor1 and re 

no• to artoke or tood f or the t'irat tit10, tho rood bot 

first preeented to tho 1bo 1t ho would t e 11 portion 

ot the food and burn 1 t, 00111 upon the no.rru .awr to e 
o(' txA. le...•"~3"" ICl.)<O.. 

appeased end than the w1ha1a1t (nies oorhs; ...i>trha l aoksemlarha , 



t • 

-11-
th• ho.lnit n mo or n1osw orb ) took tho rood and Gave it to 

eaob or us. hen• b d eaten a smell quantity wo were 
BG 1n t ken baok to the ptowbl. 

11his was d.one tor per10d or f'our doye and 

after the fourth d.ey o ere led out by the w1ha 1t ho 
took ue out and allowed us to ait outside but we could not 
ply or t lk or 1 e w1t h anyone, atter b 1 out only 

short while we wore made to return end st the end or tour 

doya we had to oome again betoro tho hal 1t sroup end we 
were then placed betore tho wibal 1 t r,ho then too .. from our 

heeda the cedar bark ring. e were now privileged to walk 
errund the hows nd oould s o oute1de tho hous ond 1th 
attondante wo ot111 could not pley. ewe ere still under 

'"'' "1 "> " the intluenoo or the wibaloits narhn wrh . Atter tho Wihaloit 
h d taken tho r1ns ott ov heads be woe oomponsoted b7 my 

4 ,n.0- J?1b 
unole, nd those or th 1-\n d w1 ·n ,., oplo ho had gone thru 

s1m11 r 1n1 ti t1ons would nlso b guoo_te nd th y would 

reoeive only tood . 
Thcr etlll r mo1ne4 oround my neo~ the 1u1. and 

four day nttcr this w~s reno d 1n the e nner ao the 
\;,1' ?,t' 

head ring an th ~t hl at the rear or th houoe (in 1de } 
waa then removed and er. in tho w1hala1i received oompensnti~n, 

-ts,•k {tr)"' 
this tn the torm ot hlt1awn Gitta. et o t 1~. in1t1 tea ~era 

no allowed to i 1 1th evoeyone nd play ao 11 tho influence 

or th h lit os no sono. h1lc ewer under tho influence 

or the holn1 t • e er t bu nd only pc oplo ho had been 1 n1 ti ates 



into the hal 1.t oould talk to uo. It w er to talk to 
enyon ho had neTor be n a hal 1. t 1n1 ti te • they ould 

t onoe bounder our hal it 1ntluenc n4 their uncles 
ould have to et once initiate them 1nto the hal 1t , or 

they would invoke ~he anger ot the rbnawrh ot the 
, 

wlhnl it wh1oh ould oauee the early 4eath ot the Ul'l1n1t1ated. 

There was the next. st se ot tn1 tio. tion whi ob was 
/ l.l1>1cJ,et 

the •mnr:ybt sta e (good peroon: the stage previous to tbe 
h:ilti,.."tl. 

halarha (eo to tho heaTene) (going) heav na). The coromony 
N~ . wee 1n every way tllent1oal with that ot th tslok stage , only 
that 1t was held a year tter and I would h Yo to dance n4 

atns , while 1n the ts1ok atoge, my eunts ( ternol) were those · 
that actually sing and donoed end the sa procedure ot 
romovins the intluenoe or the narbna rh the only ditterence 
w s that th lu1 was no ot to l yer• instead ot ono 1n the 
oaec or tho te1ok stage. 

___ .. ________ .... .,._ 

At the same time when we were 1n1t1 ted into the 
lllq~9"i:t.nt:-> 

httle1t there re threo othero ot the house of ice .,c!"!.ncos , 
h.o.,f i>i-i 

who wer to be 1n1,1 ted into the nuhlim secret soctoty , as 
they wer nO\'I 1n heir third atage ot hal it olev t1on ;ind 
were no to nter into the ooc1ety ot tbe1r uncles. (Tho 

1n1t1atee enter either the aoo1ety or tether or mntomal uncle, 

whoev1!r aotually shouldered tho whole ex noes, or if they both 
paternal and maternal agreed ao it wae always to th edvnnto 



ot the houae to 41Y14.e membership, but 1n no way had 

the olan or phraytral relat1onehip enythS.ns to do with 
tt. ) 'l'h• narhnawrh hartng announoe4 1toelt by beins 
heard at the rear ot the house, and atone was alao 

thrown® at the l'8ar ot '1le house, wh1oh aleo announced 
that the nal"hnawrh would be soon oomtng to take the 
initiate who had al.Nady been trained tor the whole 
ceremony. In th1a oaae the whole oeremony would toke 

11w.-firn 
plaoe in the halati houee ot the nuhl1m group whioh 1n 

I "-.ff. I <) 

this oase wae a larngibo houae and tor tile g1n'ado1ke 
people th1a houae would be uae4 by all inlt1atea 1nto 
the nuhl1ra. The initiate early next morning after the 
nuhlim narhnawrh whiatle bad been • OUDcl·ed, all ot the 
nuhllm membe~• oama after the oh1et (n1eewaerha whose 

-t ;,t.d,. o 1' nm '"'~'-
hala1 t name •a• t:thale.okeemlarha) wbo led dressed 1n 
the halatt gar nta aa a wihala1t be oame to where the 
narhnawrh wb1atl•• were betns aolDlded and as they wre 

aoun4e4 ,the initiate apparently being unawero ot anything 
about to happen would be aitt1ns unconoerned oute1de ot 
the houee and when the wib Jatt oame upon h1m, he took 
h111 bf tbe hair nd led him into the bal it house into 

hu-hm 
whtoh only the mem"ra ot the 1>&rt1oular group (nubllm) 

were adllltte4 , The 1n1ttaie betns led b7 the w1hala1t an4 
they would all sing the aons ot the W1hala1t narbnawrh. 



'l'b.e wibala1t then woUl.d plaoe the initiate 1n the 
oentre or the house and then he started to 4anoe around 
the in1t1ate and 1n the midst ot the 4ano1ng he would 
wrestle with the narbnawrb wh1oh be apperently took 
trom the air• en he ha4 it 1n his hand he approached 
where the tn1t1ate wae e1tttns. then he touched the 

initiate and made b.lm r1••• he was surrounded b1 hie 
<f., d.z 1n ti:. 

61,dl'.awtk attendant•• The w1hala1 t would then take tbe 

initiate 1n hie hande (arms) and ta.kins hlm ~owarda the 
oentre ot the houee under the omoke hole, he would then 

blow thru h1o mouth upon the 1n1tlate, as 1t sotng thru 
the motions ot blowi ng t he 1n1t1ate thrU the smke hole. 
The 1n1tlate telling ae it dead, but betore GQiDS so would 

-:J,n / , ,., , 7,n / 'Jm · 
emit the oall ot the nUbl1m ••••" 'm,•m,•m,•mi ••• as 1t 1n 
great agony. Then the 1nlt1ate would dieaappear . the 
people 1r0Uld now go away. In the meantime the initiate 
••• auppoaed to be sone into ,he heavens. ln reality the 
initiate had been hidden by one 9t the g1d~awntk group who 

p•t :>{" 
took the initiate into the p~tawhl at t he rear ot the 
balait house. The balait house was now a tabu and no one 
was allowed to pas• 1n tront ot 1t exoeptins thoae that 
were already members ot the eoa1et1}1t any one passed in . 
tront ot it or entered it Who waa not a enl>er, would be 
taken 1n by tho halait members to the w1hala1t, who would 

then annoo.noe to the person wbo had broken the tabu that 



they become 1n1,1ate• or elee they WOl.114 be put to death. 
u,er the initiate had been in aeolus1on tor three 

4aya, in ,he raorning or tile third 4a7, thet-e appeared 3uet 
at dawn ott the net ln ft-ont ot the gin•adoika village , 
• huge raYen and the llUhllll wh1etlea were soun4e4 1114 
all ot the member• ot the utlhl.111 went out to \he reet 
~ey ••r• now so1ng to bring the 1nit1ete in, who 
returning trom the hea•ena 1n a bus• raven. The people · 

aa• ~n the Net a huge nven tm. the baok ot wh1oh was the 
initiate. 'rbe nuhllm group then took the 1n1tlate up to 
the rront ot the houaea in the 1n•ado1ke portion ot the 
village . The 1n1t1ate was led y the w1hclo1t or the 
g1n'ado1ka, who now took tho nubllm 1n1t1ate into all 
ot the g1G'ado1ta houao . The 1n1tlate being under the 
lntl uenoe ot the narhnawrh ot tb.e w1hala1t . iben the 
1u1tlate entered into the houaea, he made a pretense ot 
looking tor a dog, and any noise ot the barking or 

egueal1llfl ot the dog would as1 tate him Yery mob. After 

haT1ng ooa.pleted allot the g1n 'a4o1ka boueee the initiate 
then would be led baok to the hala1t houaea. en all who 
were embe:ra ot the n\lhl1m lfOUl t ollow and gather. The 

1n1t1ate in gotns into ~11 ot the tribes houaee, was the 
.,,,,t,n1 

reoosni~ed way ot vte1t1ng all thoae tha, were membere ot 
the nuhltm. ,hen all nre ea tho red 1 n the hala1 t houee 1 

the in1 t1a te led by the wlhala 1 t would run a round r .i 



and grumbling ln the -.nner ot a 7elpins dog. There 

would be a dog kept 1n b1d1ns en4 in eame aeoret part 
of ,he hala1 t hou.••• When the 1n1 iiatf toun4 Wh•• 

the dog was hl Men he ( or she) would then take th• 

dQ8 and appear to devour aame. A.).1 ot the time, the 

wthalait• •a• lead1 ln tho •tnslns ot hie nuhlia eonsa 
and the su••t• 'Who were all of the nuhl.lll, when ttie 
initiate bad devoured acme ot the tleeb ot 'the live dog• 
th• 1nlllat• eeemed to loae all lte terooioua appear noe 
an4 it would 0~17 be aroused by the dog yelplnsi 

The 1nlt1ate was now teken by the wihal 1t and 
plaoe4 1n the p'4wh1, ( rear chamber), Alter this, the 

unole ot the 1n1t1atet) oeme and ooJq>enaated tile w1hala1t, 
anA d1etr1bute4 to the nuhl1m. sueete the balait present• 
atter which teaatins and 4ano1ns would be indulged in. 

The 1n1~1ate woold be eeolue1on atten4e4 only by the 
hala1, attendants, The same oare wae taken that he woul.4 
not be allowed to OO'lllllWlioate 111th a111one Wh'} bad nenr 
been an 1n1t1ate into an, ot the aooietye . The tn1t1ate•a 

drinking and eatlns ••••la •tl• al.waya turned, tour t1•• 
around 1n the d1reot1on ot the sun, t'raa et to eat, and 

he would betoro eat1~ or drinkins made to face thti direotion 
or the aunr1ae, before eating. When the 1n1.t1ate had been 

1n aeolu$10n tor a oertain period generally three &ays the 

w1hala1t would come and then the initiate would be led by 



f ' 

~1t -,1 .( 
th wlhala1t trom the p't whl to a pleoe bee1do the. 
other eabora ot tho hou•e, he would be led around 
the houee 1n the d ll'eot1on or the rl•e and aett1~ 

ot the atul and 110ul.4 then be led to the t1rea1de 

b7 the w1hcl 1t. Thie was to be the nrst aotual 
tooa to be e,ten by th ln1t1ate who eYon nw wae not 
allowed to klk With the others. His :roo4 woa t1ret 

s1ven to the fdbalalt, who took the n.ret portlona 
llllcl wln etl' h7/C 

and threw into thil nre, a~lng "Wt. w1 narhnawrh 
W11. w• ni,..,r:n,"' 
wa wi nai-hnawrb'i "Tran. Thor ... ereat narhnaurh ••••• 
Then the wlhnl it would give so ot the too4 to the 

1n1tlete. The 1n1\1A11e would wear at th1a time, a 
I 14> i 

large two l$Jer lu'1: on his head and aleo a collar 
made ot oedar bark alao two lqors to 1n41oate that 
the 1nlttate had been thru two 1nit1at1ono o~ desreea 
or hal.a1t. The 1n1t1ete.now we.a privileged to oo• 
trom the ptawhl an4 partake or rood with tbe others of 
the halai t group 1n tbe hala1 t houae • The • !halal t waa 
oo~~n•ated tor h1a work 1n teedlns tho 1n1tiate who waa 
.,111 under the influence ot the w1hala1t, then the next 
step taki9n was then atter annther period ot three or tour 
daya. The initiate was again led out ot the ptawbl b7 
the w1halc1 t 1n the eam manner aa the ttrat and then he 

••• ••ated •longe1 de ot the wihalat t, who then took the 
1u•1 ott the head ot the 1n2tiate, who now n.e at liberty 
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to go around the house ot hala1t but not outside ot the ,,0. t\ fl-I ,. f· 7"1 / IA-' j 

house. This was termed gyanmagemlu'i, "taking off ot 

the "lu'i•" Only the head ring was taken oft. The 

initiate was still under the influence ot the hala1t . 

At allot these oeremoniee food •ould be pa~t~~en and 
IIV.ftr>? 

dana1ng and singing by the buhlim group, ot the g1n'adoiks, 

but only the w1hala1t would be compensated by the maternal 

uncles ot tbo initiate, The next stage would be the 

taking 0 11t of the 1n:1t1ate tor the first tim~ i.e. taking 

outside of the house~tie would be led outside by the w1hala1t 

attended by the gidzawntk group of the wihalait. The 

initiate wculd still wear the lu'i around the neck or the 

shoulders indicating he was still under the influence ot 

the halait. The wihalait, having led him trom the house 

would receive compensation 1n the same manne~ and value 
-#iy:Jn 

so before. The compensat1on was a hl1yawn (moose skin). 

There still wae another step. But the initiate was now 

privileged to go out and sit outside but could not mingle 

or talk with anyone excepting the group that was associated 

with the nuhlim halait house and the initiate was not 

allowed to go to h1s own ho~ee, ns the pur1tioat1on 

ceremonies •~re not yet over. The next step was no• to 

take ott th~ final lu'i and to put away the ptawhl and 

to remove all influence ot the halait from the hale.it 

house. ill ot the nuhlim group ot the g1nado1ks were 



. , 

o•ll•4 1nto the hale.it house. as thl• ••• to be the t1nal. 
one and the 1n1t1ate would be tree ot all intluenoo and 
would return to his people, as one that had eone thru 
•T•l7 etage ot the hale1t and waa oon•14ere4 as a "made 
person." The ln1t1ate would be plaoe4 bea14e the wlhalolt, 
who waa attended b7 his nuhltm g14zawntk roup. Tha 1n1t1ate 

woUld lead ln the 4ano1ns, with the rihalait atter dano1ng 
around the hou.ae, f'ollowlng the c1S.rect1on ot the path ot the 
aun. Then the w1hala1t would take ott the oollar ot oed.u 
bark, tro~ around the neok ot the 1n1t1ate end placing th1e 

1n the fl~• thus •••erlns all or the 1ntluenoee ot the haleit 
rn«.(klt4- ' i 

with the 1n1t1ate. The c•rcml ny was known as tlJlll.kl.u•1 "Burning 
ot th• lu•1" and the tinal oompenaation wae made by the unole 
ot the 1n1t1at . 4tter thte was o•er the w1hala1t now having 
finished the ent1~e proceaa ot 1n1t1at1on be would now purity 
the bouae by ridding 1t ot all intluenoe ot the hala1t this would 

mean the remc:rral of the pta•l, the ohaaber in whioh the 1n1t1ate - -
~4 beon kopt in. fbie wae placed away 1n charge ot the g1dzawntk 
group. Thia oonolude4 l'fe whole ceremony in oonneotlon (at th1• 
etas• th writer asked question•) wtth hale1t 1a the same in 

Ml'~t.J't,. 
the oa_.e or m:\'e,bla , There oould be more than one initiate 
at the eeme tble. Then there wae the taot thai the hale1t 
bou•• uae4 would be uee4 tor the entire hala1t aeaeon, generally 
etarted about October or early November and right thr\l till about 

the etart ot ,he ooltohan eeaaon, in ta.ot some ot the initiate• 



who bad been taken into the hala1t would not have fin1ehe4 

tbe1r 1n1t1at1on period end the people would moTe to the 
Naa• B1Ter tor oollohans . The initiate would be taken to 
the aas 1n a state ot tabu end the final te.kill8 ott ot these 

tabua would be done at the Nase River. ffhen th~ season of 
the hnlnit na a, an end this would mean that the h&lait house 
would have to be pur1tie4 •o that 1t ooul4 again be uae4 •• a 
reaidenoet 1n the ordinary aenae. •• ·wh1le 1t waa uae4 aa a 
halait house, it had been ftoated by all that were not member• 

w z. I p h 1.. I o.. ,· t 
of the eoo1ety, who were to uee the houee as a waelp hala1t • 
(halait house) . Thie oeremony was always the 11.nal ot balalt 
teet1v1t1es and the wibaleit and his tollowere danced and aar,g 
and as in the oaae ot starting the hala1t season they would 

• 
sing the hala1t songs ln oonneotion with the narhnawrh ot the 
w1hala1t . Then while they were dano1ng1 the w1bala1t suddenly 
made seature• and again wrestled •1th eome unaeen being an4 
then going to the tire place, made gestures ot throwing some• 
thine thru the a l.Oke hole. When thla was done he oalled out 
WA.I w,11~,c.n?)' w~ j,A 561,I.Alt-l t "~" 

"•at wt narhnawrh wa~ r;y tqwattt(en • "Now Oreat ne.rhnawrh 
Now Great n. now ,awhile reat. you 
reat tor ••bile . " The house would then be purified. 

h4 tJJVJob~~~l 17Ct.oi A4 1 
f 51, ,l 
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