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An Account of the Initiation of Louls Cray:
ni3s54.ane’s ganha'dy
nhsgyanoou gohada gintadoiks:

o

The time hed come when I Ill a child, when I
a1 s
‘ na to be anoeint.a with my molo and my fether, lais,
125 WwegxS
of the gisparhlawts hed called in nieswerhs, the wihalait <.«
%'h’idﬂlks nizsg.e-ne=s
- chief of the gin'adollks, into the house niongyaneoa. and

there was to be given at the same time two were going to
have their tsiok initiation and th:?olaz?erl that were to
have their third initiation, the hilarha stage, et the same
time, The whole was given by my uncles who were assisted by
my father. 7The whole was held in the house of my unele
niesgyaneos, Vhen all the people were in the house the
narhnawrh, whistles sounded and then my aunts, sisters of
my father came forward and placed over me and the other
tsiok initiate, who was my sister a cedar bark mats Then
the narhnawrh whistles again sounded and then my unecle

Ni?sw ix$s

called to nieswsrhs, “Come wihalnit, put your power in this
et
‘yst (meaning small person). Then the gidzewnt attendants

ramhala,t

who attenm the chief pleeced on him his 'emhalait and
25 hala:
énnhalait and leggings, and we were plagced in full view of
the people eand were supportcd by our paternal aunts who
- txg|[ackssm laxe
looked after me. Nieswairhs was called trhalaoksemlarhe
"A1ll bright (1:-19 of heavens, Then he came down from where

he was sitting and started to dance and aing his own
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ksanedk ke A
ksenserhlk (informant kumsit) song when he came among the

people, he made many gestures as if getting somethingz from
the eir, Then he emitted a call and had something in his
hand which I afterewards knew to be pleces of ecrystals,
These had been gotten at gin'adoiks rivers 7These crystals
he kept concealed from all and was seen to admire them, He
hed two such erystals, the large one he used when he would
be compensated very largely and the smaller one, when he
expected only a small compensation,

When he looked into his hand he admired 1t very
muech and appeared to grapple with it as if wrestlings, Yhen
he mastered it he went to where I was standing eand then he
started to dence and sing his halait song, which told of his
powers, then he made gestures of throwing over me and then
I had been taught to eall out as if in pain: ':' ':' ':' ':;.
end then the people then s tarted to eall out they also started
to sing end praise the powers cf the Mwﬁu of the halait,
After this I was covered up with a cedar bark mat which was
supplied by my paternal aunts, After I was covered up a
narhnawhl whistle sounded and the wihaleit them went baek to
his place where he had been seated, epparently exhausted end
th.a my unele, (a former n!.:'-;; a::l sganhadt) ceme with
hny‘m (IOGIO nkinn) and gave this to the Chief nieswaerhs and
58 SV 0 e ot Pl siat KL i e

now great he o« walks the narhnawrh,

And the present was placed before him, Then my paternal aunts
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xkfi
were presented with xkychl gifts for htﬂns provided the

eedar mats, with vhich I was covered and they were given

these gifts which were contributed by my mother and maternal
aunts, Then }L ko;m ﬁod:tj,rn for my cousin (Tsimsym relatione-
ship termed timktl) sadachl, and the whole ceremony as they
done for me was gone intos This rli:mt !nitiation was termed
tsiok (minute shell fish) and the lu, cedar bark ring which

we wore was a small one and there was only one ring around

the neck and a smell head ringe '"hen the ceremony was over

for the tsiok initiation, 1t then meant that we the initiates
were then teken to the rear of the house and placed there in
seclusion in a speeial built partition (p’;ﬁ;m; which was e
decorated with the sturh (raven) on the outside, Ve were not ZUU
permitted to talk to anyone of the house and for four days we
were made to fast haﬂ.z:‘gi zgx::H water and then when given to us
by one of the halait fidzawntk (were a special group of men

who were the halait attendants of the wihalait, uo—rdbmce’)
end when giving us water the drinking vessel was turned four
(4) times around the direction of the path of the sun (from
east to west) and at the eni of the fourth day, the wihalait,
again came lnto the house and then we initiates were taken from
the halait Jum and were placed before the gathering and were
now to partake of food for the first time, the food being

first presented to the wihalait who would teke & small portion

of the food and burn it, calling upon the narhnawrh to be

or tralaksym laxa

appeased and then the wihalait (nieswaerhs)seztrhalaoksemlarha,
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the haleit name of nieswaerhs) took the food and gave it to
each of us., Vhen we had eaten a smell quantity we were
agein taken back to the ptawbl,

This was done for a poriéﬁ of four days and
af'ter the fourth dey we were led out by the wihalait who ‘
‘took ue out and allowed us to sit outside but we could not
play or talk or mingle with anyone, after being out only
a short while we were made to return and at the end of four
days we had to come again before the haleit group end we
were then placed before the wihalsit who shen took from our
heads the cedar bark ring., Ve were now privileged to walk
araand the house and could go outside the house and with
attendants we still could not play, as we were still under
the influence of the wihalaits merhnawrh, After the wihalait
had taken the ring off owr heads he was compensated by my
uncle, and those of the Jﬁ'&&:&'ﬁ: people who hed gone thru
similer initiations would alsc be guests end they would
recelve only food,

There still remained around my neek the lui, and

four days efter this wps removed in the seme manner as the ,  , ¢

to e
head ring and the Jtpm at the rear of the house (inside) ' .-

was then® removed and agein the wihalait received compensation,

Liyon 1sick
this in the form of hliyawn gifts., We two tsiok initiates were

now allowed to mingle with everyone and play as ell ihe influence
of the halait was now gone. While we were under the influence

of the haleit, we were tabu and only pecple who had been initiates
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into the halait ecould talk to us, If we were to talk to
enyone who had never been a halait initiete, they would |
et once be under our haleit influence end their unecles
would have to at onee initiate them into the haleit, or
they would invoke the anger of the narhnawrh of the
wihaleit which would cause the early death of the uninitiated,
m was the next :hso of initiation which was

the * “t stage (good person: the stage previous to the
hﬁ;h: (go %o the heavens) (goxne) heavens)., The ceremony

s ln. every way identical with that of the tsiok stage, only
that it was held a year after and I would have to dance and
sing, while in the tsiok stage, my eunts (paternal) were those
that actually sing end danced and the seme procedure of
removing the influence of the narhnawrh the only difference
was that the lul was now of two layers instead of ome in the

case of the telok stage.

- s o

At the same time when we were initiated into the
halait there were threc others of the house of rft‘:éy'alzeco’l,
who were to be initiated into the u;‘i:)i‘lmn secret soolety, as
they were now in their third stage of halait elevation and
were now to enter into the soeiety of their uncles, (The
initiates enter either the soeclety of father or maternal uncle,
-nm agtually shouldered the whole expenses, or if they both

paternal end maternal agreed as it was always to the sdvantage




of the house to divide membership, but in no way had
the clan or phraytral relationship anything to do with
it,) The narhnawrh having announced itself by being
heard at the rear of the house, and a stone was also
throwng at the rear of the house, which also announced
that the narhnawrh would be soon coming to take the
initiate who had already been trained for the whole
ceremony. In this case the whole ceremony would take
place in the halait house of the nuhlim group whieh in
this case was a bo house and for the gin'adoiks
people this house would be used by all initiates into
the nuhlim, The initiate early next morning after the
- nuhlim narhnawrh whistle had been sounded, all of the
nuhlim members came after the ohief (nieswaerhs whose
halait name was siﬁiii&&ﬁéii!?ﬁi; who led dressed in
the haleit garments as a wihalait he came to where the
narhnawrh whistles were being sounded and as they were
sounded the initiate apparently being unaware of anything
about to happen would be sitting unconcerned outside of
the house and when the wihalalt came upon him, he took
him by the heir ond led him into the halait house into

Autim

whioh only the members of the particular group (nuhlim)

were admitted, The initiate being led by the wihalait and

they would all sing the song of the wihalait narhnawrh,
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The wihalait then would place the initiate in the

centre of the house and then he started to dance around
the initiate and in the midst of the daneing he would
wrestle with the narhnawrh which be apperently took

from the air, When he had 1t in his hand he approached
where the initiate was sitting, then he touched the
initiate and made him rise, he Iis surrounded by his

Sl dGusk attendantes The winalait weuld then taks ihe
initiate in his hends (arms) and taking him towards the
centre of the house under the smoke hole, he would then
blow thru his mouth upon the initiate, as if going thm
the motions of blowing the initiate thru the smoke hole,
The initiate falling as if dead, but before doing so would
emit the eall of the MURLLm +.es”'m, My 'il, i1 0s.a8 42 in
great agonye Then the initiate would dissappeer. the
people would now go away, In the meantime the initiate
was supposed to be gone into the heavens, In reality the
initiate had been hidden by onc of the gidzawntk group who
took the initiate into the eta'hl at the rear of the
halait house, The halait house was mow a tabu and no one
was allowed to pass in front of it excepting those that
were already members of the aoaaoty?ir any one passed in
front of it or entered it who was not a -nhhor, would be
taken in by the halait members to the wihalait, who would

then announce to the person who had broken fho tabu that
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they become initiates or else they would be put to death.
After the initiate had been in seclusion for three
days, in the morning of the third day, there eppeared just
at dawn off the reef in front of the gin'adoiks village,
@ huge raven ani the muhlim whistles were sounded and
all of the members of the nuhlim went out to the reef
they were now going to bring the initiate in, who was
returning from the heavens in e huge raven, The people
sew @n the reef a huge raven on the back of which was the
initiate, The nuhlim group then took the initiate up to
the front of the houses in the gin‘'adoiks portion of the
villeges The initiate was led "y the wihalait of the
gin'adoiks, who now took the nuhlim initiate into all
of the gin'adoiks house, The initiete being under the
influence of the narhnawrh of the wihalait, When the
initiate entered into the houses, he made a pretense of
looking for a dog, and any noise of the barking or
squealing of the dog would agitate him very mmoh. After
having completed all of the gin'adoiks houses the initiate
then would be led back to the halait houses, When all who
were members of the nuhlim would follow and gather., The
initiate in going into all of the tribes houses, was the
recognized way of +’i5fz’i‘4¢ all those that were members of
the nuhlim, ¥When all were gathered in the halait house,
the initiate led by the wihalait would run around o
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and grumbling in the menner of e yelping dog. There
would be a dog kept in hiding and in some seeret part
of the halait house, When the initiate found where
the dog was hidden he (or she) would then take the
dog and appesr to devour same, All of the time, the
wihaleit, was leading in the singing of his muhlim songs
end the guests who were all of the mxu. when the
initiate had devoured some of the flesh of the live dog,
the initiate seemed to lose all its ferocious appearance
and 1t would only be aroused by the dog yelpings

The initiate was now taken by the wihaleit and
placed in the ptawhl, (rear chamber), After this, the
uncle of the initiatey came and compensated the wihalait,
end distributed to the nuhlim guests the haleit presents
after which feasting and dancing would be indulged in.
The initiate would be seclusion attended only by the
halait attendente, The same oare was taken that he would
not be allowed %o communicate with anyone who had never
been an initiate into any of the societys. The initiate's
drinking end eating vessels was always turned, four times
around in the direction of the sun, from East to West, and
he would before eating or drinking made to face the direction
of the sunrise, before eating., When the initiate had been
in seclusion for a certain period generally three days the

wihalait would come and then the initiate would be led by
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the wihalait from the pﬁttnm %0 a place beside the.
other members of the house, he would be led around
the house in the direotion of the rise and setting
of the sun and would then be led to the fireside
by the wihalait., This wes to be the first actual
food to be eaten by the initiate who even now was not
allowed to talk with the others., His food was first
given to the wihalait, who took the first portions

wd Winaxh?x

and threw some into the fire: saying "we wi narhnawrh

:; ;; ;;;gg;;rhﬁ “Transs Thers great narhnawrhe....
Then the wihaleit would give some of the food to the
initietes The initlete would wear at this time, ‘

large two layer ffii: on his head end also a collar
nmade of gedar bark also two layers to indicate that \
the initiate had been thru two initiations or degrees

of halaite The initiate now was privileged to come
from the ptawhl and partake of food with the others of
the halait group in the halait house, The wihalait was
compensated for his work in feeding the initiate who was
8t1ll under the influence of the wihalait, then the next
step takeon was then after another period of three or four
days, The initiate was again led out of the ptawhl by
the wihaleit in the same manner as the first end then he
was seated alongside of the wihalait, who then took the

lu'i off the head of the initiate, who now was at liberty




tc go around the house of halait but not outside of the
house, This was termed gy:n';l:sdgmi?x";’, *taking off of

the "lu'i.,” Only the head ring was taken off, The
initiate was still under the influence of the halait.

At all of these ceremonies food would be partsken and
dancing and singing by the b:x;{i: group, of the gin'adoiks,
but only the wihalalt would be compensated by the maternal
uneles of the initiate, The next stage would be the
taking out of the initiate for the first time i.e. taking |
outside of the house, He would be led outside by the wihalait
attended by the gidzawntk group of the wihalait., The
initiate would still wear the lu'i around the neck or the
shoulders indicating he was still under the influence of
the halait. The wihalait, having led him from the house
would receive compensation in the same manner and value

as before. The compensation was a nu? ewn (moose skin).
There still was another step. But the initiate was now
privileged to go out and sit outside but could not mingle
or talk with anyone excepting the group that was associated
with the nuhlim haleit house and the initiate was not
allowed to go to his own house, as the purification
ceremonies were not yet over. The next step was now to
take off the final 1lu'i and to put away the ptawhl and

to remove all influence of the halait from the halait

house, All of the nuhlim group of the ginadoiks were
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ealled into the halait house, as this was to be the final

one and the initiate would be free of all influence and

would return to his people, as one that had gone thru

every stage of the halait and was considered as a "made

person.” The initiate would be placed beside the wihaleit,

who was attended by his nuhlim gidzawntk group. The initiate
would leed in the daneing, with the wihalait after dancing
around the house, following the direction of the path of the

sun, Then the wihalait would take off the collar of cedar

bark, from around the neck of the initiate and placing this

in the fire thus severing all of the 1nr1nonao;‘ﬁf’:pr halait
with the initlate, The cereminy was known as malklu'i "Burining
of the lu'i" and the final compensation was made by the unele

of the initiate, After this was over the wihaleit now having
finished the entire process of initiation he would now purify

the house by ridding it of all influence of the halait this would
meen the removal of the ptewl, the chamber in whiech the initiate
hed been i;p§-1a. Thia was placed away in charge of the gidzawntk
groups This oonolndodi?is whole ceremony in connection (at this
stage the '!t::g;?gtnd questions) with halait is the seme in

the care of mi’ethla, There oould be more than one initiate

at the same time, Then also there was the fact that the haleit
house used would be used for the entire halait season, generally
started about October or early November and right thru till about

the start of the oolichen season, in fact some of the initiates
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who had been teken into the halait would not have finished
their initiation period and the people would move to the
Ness River for colichans. The initiate would be taken to

the Nass in a state of tabu and the final teking off of these
tebus would be done at the Nass River., VWhen the season of

the halait wes at en end this would meen thet the halait house
would have to be purified so that it could again be used as a
residence, in the ordinary sense, as while it wes used as a
helait house, it had been vacated by all that nr- not members
of the soclety, who were to use the house as a uel. '&Z'ﬁﬁ.
{halait house), This ceremony was always the final of halait
festivities and the wihalait end his followers danced and sang
end as in the case of starting the halait season they would
ging the haleit songs in oconneetion with the narhnawrh of the
wihaleit. Then while they were dencing, the wihalait suddenly
maede gestures end again wrestled with some unseen being and
then going to the fire plece, mede gestures of throwing some-
thing thru the m ha!.o. When this wes done he called out
"a";'i rwt' mwrh ui.f syi 1::;:{&; . "Now Greet narhnawrh
Now Great n. now awhile rest. you

rest for awhile," The house would then be purified.
/Z«p’f Ak i.{‘- .cb\/‘,n A lid oL // g o Wv{;f it "f
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