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Victorian Solves History of
Carving Unearthed at
Kispiox

Prince Rupert, Oct. 7.—W. Beynon,
of Victoria has been investigating the
native carved stone that was dis-
cdvered recently at Kispiox. It was
dug up by some wo.kmen who were
making a road and thrown to one
side with the, rest of the dirt and
rock. A native woman who was pass-
ing saw it and told her people about
it.

Mr. Beynon says that there is noth-
ing prehistoric about the stone. It is
the crest of the Gitsen.tribe of In-
dians and on one of the totems at
Kispiox is found the same emblem.

It was rather a difficult matter
looking up the history of the stone.
Mr. Beynon visited the district and
took no apparent interest in the new
find. He:went to the older people and
| talked to_them about their early his-
tory and traditions and got them to
sing their ‘dirge songs in which the
| traditions of the tribes are recounted.
In some of thes: dirge songs the two
stones are ment’oned, the crest, the
history of which he was investigating
and the big stone on which the slaves
were sacrificed.
~ Mr. Beynon says that the stone will
be the excuse for a good many cele-
brations during the coming winter
and the village possessing it will come
in for a good many presents, and
much honor. That is the chief reason
why they refuse to part with' it. It
was brought to its present site when
the Indians migrated years ago and is
probably several hundred years old.




When ymg rs_fer to
Di Office File No..

o>

s Department Fle No.. ... cccooeriiiiitnsinnns

617-/ 19%.. - e
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% Provincial Uﬂseum, :
Vietoria, B C, Ans'd g it
Sir:

Referring to your letter of the 23rd. ult. regard=-
ing the Stone-glgb being unearthed receatly negr the Kispiox
Village I now beg to inform you that, up to last week the
stone was in the possession of an Indien by the name of Billy
Williems of Kispiox, sinee when, I am informed, & lr. Beynon
of Port Simpson wes in Hezelton in the interests of Hwo mus-
eums in New York and Philadelphis.

lir, Beynon steted in haste to my dnformant as he
aving Hazelton that he -hed mpde ''good conmections” and

B “\qnnu%%wrlte to my iﬂfo;munt“the full aecount of the stone gnd

its history?

Ky informant has supplied me with a Film of the
sﬁone for whieh he is asking the sum of $2.00, -and he also
tells me thet he has & good wex impression of a part of this
stone. The stone, it was stated, was found on the Govermment
wagon road about 1% miles from Klsplox Village in a Northerly
direetion, but I have been uneble to learn whether!it was
found ou the Kispiox Indian Resgerve,

I would be glad to be informed if you desire to
purchase the Pllm thet I now hayve in my poseession.

I have the honour to be,

Sir,
Yours obediently,

SHE/AJ,
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Sir:

In reply o your letter of the 23rds ulte re a stone
slab being unearthed recently near Kispiox Villege, I regret
to say at the present time I am not'in possession of any
suthentic informetion, but will endeavour to procure same,
which will be passed on to you upon receipte
Unfortunately, I have been unable o see the stone in
. guestion. I em informed one of the'Indiﬁﬁsvin the Kispiox
Village, a distance of nine miles from Hazelton took posses-
gsion of it and claims it as & tribal relic.
I will also endeavour to procure photos of this curio.
I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Yours obedlently, “
WWW pf}"" ‘?"“"’*“i |
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