
The Hal 1t 
rrom Intormanta B~•• Cray am Johnson. 

-----------
Tho hala1t toma amons the olan 41vlaiona two 

big subdlv1a1ona ot the Tatma,en very d1at1not1Yely and 

eeeu waa a very powertul instrument 1n tbe he.nds ot tho 

wutabalo.1 t group, who were the ohieta. Alway• exoept1ng 

in the oaae of where there happens to be only one royal 
obiet and then he t1lle dunl poe1\1on. 

The duties or the pertioular w1halo1t (always 

one ot the royal house) or the tribe is to eleYate by 
h t.L>< Yl :> ><. 

proo••• ot b1a super-be1ne or narhnawrh, the initiate on 
be1ns presented tor the 1n1t1a,1on lo presented then tho 
oh1et in hie anpaotty ot wihala1t ould invoke his power. 

fter which he would dance end eine Ol"Otmd tho initiate 
and blow upon the subjeot bis powers , either to disappear 

h I'"")(~ 
or eo to aky, ~hllarba," (See atepa ot elevation.) 

Aocord1ns tot.he degNe ot halatt the in1t1ate 1a entoring. 

his aotion alwaye involwd a compensation in the torm or 
.xker' 

a rhkye bl g1tt (wee a torm ot gift •blob waa a non-rotumable 
sift. (See itta). ich would be 14 ror by the paternal 

aide ot the 1ntt1ate. 
Preaaur woUld bo brought to bear upcn the t'amily 

where lt was ae n that the paople did not appear to want to 

baYe a hala1t. It in tho opinion ot the wibalait groups eome 

ot their men were negleot1ns this and hav1 the wealth to 



s1•e • halatt, the7 (the wutabalaita) would aeorotely send 
word to the tamll7 in question, letting it be known to the 
tamily in question iMt lt waa time that they gave a haleit . 
It the taally still llltlin~atned inditterence they woul4 ln 

..f"IA. 'I'/ OPt 
an un4er sround (hlU8W7f>P) way be told that they would b• 
hliow•n/to be killed at an early ase by power• ot the hala1t) 

\_ 

The halait seasons alway• oe.mo in the winter months when all 

were t1n1she4 wt th their reeular t'ood Gnther1nsa and other 
aotivitlea and then eeob tribe had a boueo dos1cnated tor 
eaoh ot ·the hal lta. Thia houee would be a tabu houae durins 
the entire eeaaon ot halal, and used only b7 the _ mbera ot the 

partioul ar eoo1ety 1nYolYe4. The 1n1t1atea on be1?JG preoented 
betore the w1haln1t would be ~iven the narhnawrh (1n the sense 

nt1.)'Yl7)(, 
under the tntluenoe ot the narhnawrh ot the ah1et) ot the ohlet 
tQr 1th1ob the chief would receive aoapenaatlon. Then on the 
eeoond pn•entalton would be oalled upon to again tr4nsm1t 

his hal it power) A6&1n bot componenied en4 again when etter 
the 1n1t1ete b 1ns UDder the 1nfluenoe or the halait tor a per104 
there waa also the prooese ot w1tbdraw1ng or expelling the 

3 lntluenoe ot the halait and th~ cb1et age.in ott1c1at1ns as 
the ~bier bala1t and reoe1v1ng oompensation to~ everyth!z,g 1n 

conneotion with bis work. T~e oompcneation beins tn all oasee 
00mins trom the maternal aide exoepting the tint balait 
t ' siok (t1rat atep 1n elevation ot hala1t) . During the time 
fs I •k 



'. 

ot the bala1t eeaeon, the hale1t hoU8cs 4n e ob ot the tribes 
wer• in a state ot tab\l end while a balall wee on the aign 

ot the tabu waa placed on the outelde ot the door 1hown bJ 

the benglng ot the 1u1 (oedar bark r1ns). This tabu e1sn 
ne a warn1~ that. oould noi be 41aregarded and anyone 

PM•inB 1n t.ront ot th1a waa 1 d1atel.y Mk n into the 

house or anyone entering the halott house who wit• not a 
member or the halr.1t wn 1mmad1at ly placed in charge ot the 

w1baln1t roup and lt never been an 1n1t1ete would be oom-

i,ellod io do ao, under threat or death by th wihaloit , group. 

1 This wlhe.l tt grOllp were 41Y14e4 into two main Sl"OUP• 
111i"i1"<>. n~../'•m 

the ~1thla and nahlim. These were the two bis eubd1v1e1ons 

or the h4lr1t . The~• wer8 other div1e1ona auoh aa the 
)(J£A(q{-- \,4 l~/ /i,.1 v->1n1n'i..f /"'J.211t"- UA.. 

rh:~aev~t, ulela, w1naenehl and luvzieiaf&i. 1ubd1v1a1ono ot 
~xq, t(, 1 t tlJ ii }, I,\ I~ s 

the rll{(1evaet. 1~ a{lbaulks: But thaae wre more or l••• 
tn I ,. f-lot 

reatr1oted in membership. Sn that in 1aportanoe th• m1 tlad• 
tl"'--r1m 

nUhl1m wore the most 1m.porteni. ee th M mborship would 1nolude 
all tho peoplo . It was of moro 1azportsnoo Sn the aoolal stand-

ard, to have be~n a halalt 1 b n really to beTe aa•umed a na_. 

1n taot before on really ••awned a name, he would be at leaet 

requir d to have at le et sone tbrU tho two pr ltminary .-teeea ts,.,~ 
ot halo.it . The tstoc tnse assumed whilo a oh114 and then the 
n•.tt atese known as -'111n-et. These 1 --.;,., were n 1 teolt the prol1m1mry 

'(l..m9t.f 



etase• ot the tn1,1atlon ot eltber or the mi•tla and nahlim. 
Tbie ••• eo ill.portent (IntorlllftD.tas J. nradl~y: age 70,Gitlan, 

t· ir. age 60, 01, p{/;bl~Ji1, r> ~f'i4iri: age 70, Gitsies, lf-"'J"L- ') 1n •~u.0 1ks 
I.ewte GJ'alft ~e 71, Gfn'adoi y) ihat 111 event ony one ha4 
aaaumed a name and had never been 1n the haloit , he would still 
be regar4ed low i n the etande.rda ot th people . In an analyaia 
or the ditterent houses , 1t would aoem that all the members 
were •qually 41Y1ded that 1s, every independent house were 

< 

about equally 41atr1buted into the two halait groups. e 
d1V14ed . 

royal houaea would also be/ ln the• me manner and this made an 
equal distributi on ot the tributes reooived tor their aerv1oee. 

{- I P1,€: ".>e 1'_1sr~){ bt-s 
suoh tor inatenoe i n the royr l houao of lar ;-eorh, ry1snarhlawta 

l,'in• ·'i).t h," s wa.mt.tk. 
. U ,tn' there 1a the eubd1T1a1on or n1eew Tlllllt: lagyeorh, waa nuhllm 

l' ,-S.., 1 
W'(,,f" f/vU .Gft: h V 1' I m 

iili tlationa on the r·11s!>erblawt• and ieoe1ved tor b1maelt all 

the tributes ~or hie work ae a •1hala1t• In the oaae or 
WI I ' [ )'4.. 

n1eaw8l'tlt.lk , he waa or the m1 • thla and ho reae1Te4 ,he same 

t r i but~• i n this group. The l!llDle ln every ,r1be exoopttns only 
the 1n 'adoiks who haT1ng only n small royal oup and the 

/A-.,..ff1b o 
larhtyibo royal house having been extinct, they plaoed their 

n I ?S iv f,,xS 
ch1et n'eeworhe tn the dual poe1t1on ae doi th dutlee tor 
both 1'thle. and nuhlim, hil 1 t 1a apparent the more important 
bei the nuhllm. The halo1t waa not hereditary and dtareaerded 
all phratry ett111at1ons. A tather y, tr in a more powertul 
standing. t1nenoe the entire halett prooese himself. It hae not 

.,~IX 
the aam.e aaeooiatton ot the •aw1rh teaat wherein the whole 

respona1b111t7 1s then maternal and the paternal only aau1ste 



' . 
SIA wo..,So.m 

and the ••e1,etano ta attended With the torm suweaa • (lit: to 

OOYer •1th robe). In the hill 1 t • the wiha 1.t OUld alway a 

be Y.nown by hla own particular halo1t na suoh as in the 
114.e,c,x. oaee ot l&rf orh• he would no+ cnlled by thia name but 1 

1 >'-c..~.a. /1;/ii,,m 1~,ca. 
tbe hel · 1 \ name of trhe ~1i leT> 11 dP.irilttrba t " 11 thunders ot the 

li\1 1 $~~,cJ • tx"' lt1..vksJm )~)(.f. 
Sky" n1aswa1rhs, -~in' adoiks wao known as trhlllau aemlarho . . . 

'1,, l<A- itz.AM, n 1-;- 5 ,f'k l,\>tt, · J..-. 
•All bright th· heeT n••" Tn the oaee ot ~ihween niesbl'tumi•k 

t: )(."' q. tt' ks 1 M lt>-')c,a., 
was known a trhag,"'ae arha. "All one of the boavon1" and 10 
one of eaoh were known by their part1ouler hala1t name . 

l ·~k_q, • .._ ~'.'12 t 
In these 1n1tiatlone when held omone the larre 1~e~, 

I iJ k. a..~£ t 
would be oonti ntd to the tr1 bee . Tho t 1 e when a lakastt ot aay , 

1,tsi .. > 
the 01~e1ea wea .giv1ns a haleit• only the eople ot that tribe 

would be inTlted and then only those ot the samo ·halait group 
no eeeensera betns required but the toot that the in1~1ete 
at a cert 1n ategc ould be taken out and would go trom house 
to houee, under th 1ntluenae nd oaa,ot the haleit, would in 
1teelt be en announce ~nt to tboae th t were elread7 members 
or the particular halait to lllbioh the 1n1t1et waa jo1n1ns. 
that thc1 would be requir d to attend at the hnlatt houee. 

In the oaae ot a cbiet be1J16 an 1n1t1ate then all 
of the wlh lits ot the e group_ 110uld be in e. ttendanoe and 
all tbeae would be attended in the ceremonies by their head 

hl<>-,.•fth 
"'ac{gib, who aleo were mbera ot tho hat 1 t to whioh the 

In¥, t 1n•J 
1n1t1 te was joinlns. The same manner ot T1sit1~ them would 
be uaed only that the 1n1t1ate would b required to o to eaoh 

ot the ahiefs' houeea 1n all or the oooaaalono ot hla re-

appearanoe. 



' fl 

Th• matter or 41aappearanoe and ro•appearanoe 
were arronged and tho only att111at1on to the clan be1ng 

tbe ebowing1 duri~ the per1od 1n wh1oh tbe initi ate 

was kept 1n aeolusion. ot the oreats ot tbe 1n1t1ate 1 . e . 

it he were ganbaaa the raven would be painted and eo on 
. h, l""°'-

with the other three phratre.y•• 'l'he hllarha& stage or the 
bala1t was the moat importcint ot the first stages ot 
development and durin& the time tfhen the initiate was a 
y,outb he would be to oll rpoeee ignorant ot the tact that 

h~)''l-1-::>1<-
he waa to be an initiate and duri~ the night a narhnawrh 
whtatle would sound at the rear ot hia home . The people or 
the house then knew that their hollbe would be •1a1te4 by the 
narbnawrh. The 1n1 tlate bo1 in some oaeee, 1n taot most 

oases, were kept in 1snoranoe ot the visitation or the nnrhnawrh. 
Tbe wb1stlea were 41tterent aoundi 
41v1nione. 

in eaoh ot the bala1t 

The tollo tng day atter tbo narhnawrh wh1etles had 
been sounded end a rook had been thrown at the :t"ear ot the houae 
they prepe%'e4 tor the erriv 1 at ao1119 ti in the morning , ot 
the narhnawrh. The 1n1t1ate would be taken to the hal81t bouee 

ts,~1c 7a.rn,a 
and 1n oaee of the taiok or 'ancet 1n1t1et1one would be covered 
by a oedar bark t . These mata being pleoed o•er the 1n1t1atee 

x. k e,t by the meternal aunt, wbo would be compensated by the rhkyehl 

sitt. Then the metern 1 unolee would oall upon the oh1et who 
•aa known ea w1hala1t and oaJ.led by, h1s particular halait name . 



_,,_ 

The wlhal 1 t o e d om atter b 1 c. adorned by h1s haloi t 
'J, I k2.7 1 '1 t l:. 

nta by one ot the ,1u~ w•nt Toup, who had oh rse 
of all the hala1t par ph nolie of the w1httl it. 'Ould 

J< SJ n f ,t"' then oome don singing h1o helo1t oons (termed soneblk) and 

when near where the 1n1t1ote er would then aake sosturee 
e if extr ot1 aomethiDB trom th air ond btlvi conoe8led 

thia, ell tbo while h oould be 1n 1 h1a own ao n, thon 
appro obi th 1nit1atc h would ~l oe ht b had t ken 

tron the air into the 1n1 t1o.te and ould em.1 t call wbioh 

would be r pl1 to by the h l 1 t ud1cnoe. n the initiate 

ould emit a cell o havi " been hurt then the nnrhnnT7rh 

bi tle ould sound at tb re rot the '1ouoe and nnother 

by th 1n1 1otc by oonoeol d .P !former under tho mats . The 
1n1tiatee wer then plaoed in h1d1 nd would bo ann~unoed 

tho next day, 1n tho tsioc ceremony , I edtatel~ aft r havi 

conveyed hie bal it po er to the 1n1t1 to tbo oh1ct ould 

rooc1ve his oomp neat1on, trom the mntern 1 a1de ot the initiate . 

'I'he e e oeremony uould bG eono thru tor each ot the 1n1 tiatca 

nd compen otion would be g1v n in e~ob onso, they would not 

be 1n1t1oteJ in a group but 11 e1 ly and they would be 1n 

some oaeea 
Tho atnc 

"n"" ·hm 
-t0 •nubl1 

ny 1n1t1nt.:;e 1n ell t ree of 1 1t rl votion. ts, 0 1,(. 711m1.et -:>~1 1a.m ~, l""""'-
ero l t 1Qk: 2° •n, .~tor' 'if8J'll 3° h11arha , 

rn; •t,r-. 
or · 1 '1.le: 10. 3 or h11 rh& vas tho time en 

the 1n1t1ntc either beoe.oo a nember ot the nuhllm or mi ' tla 

group or h l o1t. 
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