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Here are a few comments on your paper INDIDI' REGULATillON OF SOCIAL RESEARCH, 
with which I am fully in agreement. 

1. It mig.l-it be helpful to have some guidelines on what activities a.re to be 
considered "social research" and therefore subject to regulation. With regard 
to subject matter, where do you draw the line? Is a dental survey or a 
nutritional survey social research? Census taking? Market surveys? Environ-
mental impact studies? (etc.) Also, with regard to seriousness of purpose, 
when does it become "research."? A friend down the road learning Indian stories 
and buying baskets? Teachers on reserve schools (ahem , like Bob •r · pton or 
Mar1; Lee Stearns?) Heather Robertson type journalists? Ron Rose type journa 
lists? NFB film crews? 

Maybe it should be confined to formal, professional research sponsored by 
2.cademic, government, and other formal agencies. Then what about research 
sponsored by the Union of Chiefs or the district councils? 

2. There is the familiar problem of who owns knowledge. Does the band have 
a right to tell band members who they may talk to? When does the band's right 
to ''control research" overrule the individual's right to work with a researcher 
for wages? Della often makes the point that the band council may not really 
represent the people - the young chiefs may think differently from the old 
chiefs - is the management of the cultural heritage being added to the council's 
list of responsibilities? Hho 01-,-ns the information, council? families? indiv-
iduals? 

J. Another old familiar problem is that research usually promises a lot more 
than it delivers. All this talk of research must be raising some pretty 
unrealistic expectations. In archaeology, we are getting ourselves Lnto a 
:real bind by entering int agreements to hold all that excavated garbage 
in trust for bands until they rray want it. As Della has said, the Indian 
people won't want the garbage back, they threw it away in hhe first place. 
The process, I think , raises unrealistic expectations for tee Indians, and 
ties the institutions into long term knots. 

4, The regulation and control can apply to new fieldwork only. It 
C..3.:r,:-i.ot be made retroactive, nor can it be extended to include the literature 
a!'ld museum materials that are already in the public domain. This mig.'1t cause 
problems for researchers entering into contracts, because it is hard to draw 
th·a line bet~.;een what is new data and what is old. The band cannot control 
the researcher's use of data already in the public domain • 

. !. related problem is: what would constitute libel, slander, misuse of data, 
m1sint"::rpretation of data? 
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5. "Contract" is an uncomfortable concept. For one thing, a contra ct has two 
edges. Agreements signed must be agreements kept. Safeguards for the researcher 
have to be just as firm as the safeguards for the bands. For another thing, 
we still have the situation of a Masset contract t hat is unworkable in that 
no civil servant is permitted to sign it, and it l ooks as though no university 
person would be permitted by the university legal brains t o sign it. Also, 
there are the valid questions about whether such a contract is in fact legal, 
and whether someone signing a contract he knows to be unlegal is being ethical , 
and whether someone can in conscience sign away his comm.on law rights. 

6. People do not own the information about themselves. It is not only the 
citizens of South Africa who have the right t o write his tories of South 
Africa. Canada needs Canadian-written history t extbooks, but it cannot prohibit 
writers from the United States or the Dominican Republic t o enter the field. 
There is autobiography, but there is also biography. 

I think it is healthy to have a pause in social research in order to force 
all concerned to re-examine their premises. But I wouldn't want the end 
result to be a restriction to projects of practical and immediate application 
to the people concerned. 

Indian people and cultures today are people and cultures suffering change at 
the brutal hands of "the greater society". But as you point out, we all are. 
What happens to Indian children in the school system is an intensification 
of what happens to my children in the school system; and should be looked at. 
A lot of Indian sons are in jail, and so our sons are not in jail. 

Anthropology, fact is, is a good kind of study. Anthropology studies various 
peoples and cultures. Indian peoples and cultures are various too. Indian 
situations are "good for thinking" as well as being "good to be concerned 
about". And all that. 

?. And what is coming out in the wash, the most important product of this 
process, is not the research reports but the increased respect in which 
Indian people are being held, and the increased credence which is being 
given to their views. 
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INDIAN CONTROL AND REGULATION ·OF -SOCl~~-: ~$EARCH ! . : 

A Report to the Fish Lake Research Advis·oey Committee 

and the' Indians of the Williams Lake District. 

Introduction: 

by 

· Michael Kew 

Department of Anthropology and Sociology 

•·· · - .. 'Un-iversity ·<>f British' .. Columbia 

/ 

.... 
•• ..... A••-

The need for control and regulation of social research has 

become widely apparent to Indians in recent years and various -methods have 
. . . 

been proposed and tried -- some good, some not ~o good • . · llben the Research 

Advisory Committee· last met 'at Fish Lake on February 13 and ·l4, 1975, , there 

was some discussion of · District Council's resolutioh of 1973, requidng 

prospective res~archers to obtain its · permission. ·· 'Ihere were also further 

proposals of ~les 'which social researchers should be: required to abide by. 

I volunteered to look into the feasibility of contracts as means oL 

controlling research and t ·o brin"g back additional information /' · 1h:fs 

report is ~n attempt to review the whole subject, , spelling out· some· 'l>f 

the alternatives and mechanisms available for control arid proposing, for 

discussion only, a procedure which° might be ad6pted by the lndian·s of the 

Williams Lake District. 

-
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Purpose of Regulating Sgcial· Research=:· : _ ; • J' ' 

research among Indiat\s -.in -Canad~, has ,. ti~en . in_itiated, ma~n_ly by, f~:searchers 

according to their own professional interests, or by government agencies 

concerned with administrative programmes of education, welfare, economic 

development and the like. Sometime-$ Indian, :interests and needs have been 

served by such reseaz::ch, qlthough tl;iti, .. hfiS been _.mainly ·:in a general sense, 

as for example by the Survey of .the Contemporary Indi.ans of Canada, 

conducted by Professor H.B. Hawthorn in 1964-65. At other times the 

relevance of research to Indians has been rather hard to discern, and 

seldom has there been much effort to present results and conclusions to 

Indians themselves directly and in ways they could use. . ,. .J, ... ,} 

' . More and t.nore, lndians -a~e recognizing the need for infot'.mation 

and are trying to ·reverse this tr~nd- by gaining influen,ce over what 

social researchers do. Spertlctng as - on..~, of those researchers I believe 

this is proper ,;tnd will in · the ,long run prove beneficial for ev~ryone • 

. 1he , immed1eate goal~ of ~ndians, if I may be permitted to . 

sunnnarize comments~ misgivings ,and _complaints I've heard over the last 

few years, are as, f~llows, Indians want: 

1) to ensure that research wi 11 benefit Indians, 

2) to ensure that .research ,w:i.11 not damage or _ off.end Indians 

.or th,reaten •.their_ i~terests, 

3) to ens1,1re that research attention . is given to a,ocial 

problems which Indians experience, 

4) to ensure that Indians are consulted and involved in 
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planning and doi ng:: res.earch, 

5) h, ensure that Indians ar:e given the results of research 

.: in a manner · which enables them:, as far as p_ossible, 

to understand and use those results. 

If these desires could bec.ome the principles .l-i'hich shape and 

condition · research, then from the Indian-'·s point of view~ m<?st kin.ds of 

unhappy and unproductive research experiences could be avoided. 1hese 

desires are not impossible '. terms outside the reach of Indians or researc~ers. 

1he ;reladonship of Indian -to researcher is a two way process and it is 

not out of place that Indians should want and require some specific thin.gs 

from the researcher·. -Researchers , for their part want an_d get someth;J.ng . . . . . . 

out of the research they do, and this is never simply research data or 

some abstract entity like · "scientific truth.'! If you ever hear .a 

researcher say that he wants to carry out some project "for the sake of 

science" or "to learn the truth, II and he leaves it at that -- be suspiciOU.S. 

Researchers usually get paid while they're doing resear,:h. It's their 

bread and butter. They often get University degrees as the result of 

what they do, and a degree gets them ·a better job and . m:1ybe m,ore bread 

and butter. If their re~P,arch is considered any good by professional 

colleagues, that is if .:it gets published·_ irt profession,al J9ur:nals (seldom 

accessible to or readable· by ordinary folks) that too_ raises the 

rese·archer' s position in his profession.. 1he point is . that researchers 

personally benefit from what ·they do and stanci to lose if they are not 

allowed to continue or undertake resf:arch in_ their chosen fields. Of 

course Indiaris ':may ·benefit by serving as paid i-qformaz:its and interpreters, 
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but this is really a minor thing. I believe they and any, other . subjects 

of social research · should : benefit in a · broader sense. If they don 1 1: 

they should break ' of·f ·,,tbe·ir· rela•tionship with -the,_resear.cher , 

the ultimate protection and strength · of the Indian's position. 

This is 

t don't want ; ·to iint:>'ly -that researci-1ers and ,,Indians;-.are at war 

with one another. By arid Tatge~ :"thinking of, my. own-,,£.t:eld;,, -;an.th;i;-.opolpgist~ 

in Canada are very much : concerned,~wH:h the . ethi.c-s 0£ .fieldwork and. the 
' · ··i': 

. s~c':i.al relevanc·e of ·what they do:.: But because ln.dta_i;is in th_e p;ast h_av~ _ 

not ' been vocal :'aboi.tt research, because they are gen~r;ally P;<;>lite and ,ha~~ 

often not beeh interested ,' in why, . for example, .cr;:izy ~itemen were 

collecting Indian 'names· of birds; ·or kinship terms., and :):he l~~e, 

anthr.opologists have received - feiw research -r .eque,sts:, ~nd , Ji ttl(';. advice_ 

from Indians in this regard. This · is .changing fa.st: and , some researchers 

may be startied ·by the strength and depth of your. conce'I'.lJ.• 

1be negativ·e reactions from a few who think that when it come,s to research 

the researcher always knows best what to .do~ - But sµch_ people .c,aq be . 

influenced and educated, and by and large ; I beJ,iev~ researchers them-. 

selves and their professional associati ons are sympa.thetic' to _Indian needs. 

F~rfuat Controls Wh_ich Have Been Tried - Some Examples_: 

It has helped me, in considering the subject of- .research control, 

to review some cases or exampies of ways which have already been . tried. 

Here are a few cases which illustrate different types of control. 

(1) Placing Ihdi.?ns· ' bn Exist'.ing_B~ulat.ory Boards: .. , 

' Archaeological ·research in :Bri.tish Columbia -i~: ,-ill~g~.l w;.~,hou_t 

,. 
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permits isl?~eg Qy: ,the province's Archaeological Sites Advi1:1ory _ Board (ASAB) • . 

1his gives ASAB unusu~l _powers .of .cont;rol over such . research. 

set terms and :c.onditions, refuse and revoke_ permits. 

~ey can . 

Th.~ Uni<;>n of B.C. Indi~n Chi~fs; at the insistence of . their 

director,, Bi.11 Mµsi;;el,.l, appointed two ln#an representatives as member~; 

of the . board, ~nd they have b~en influential in making permits conditional , 

on the· archaeologist in.f.orming Indian b_~nds in the vicinity of the 

research, _gett.t.ng , their permission if ~his is .advisable, . insisting that 

burials be -r~_spect;:,ful~y treated and that artifacts be held . in trust . by 

researcher;e for the. bands, ultimately _to be .. available for exhibit . ~ocally ·• · 

by the • bands • . • In some cases archaeologists have ,been instructed to hire 

local band members as research assistants. 

Regulatory boards such .. as ASAB don't: exist for linguistic, 

anthropological or sociological work, nor is it likely theY, _ will, but 

archaeological research is rather firmly regulated and Indians have direct 

access to the controlli,ng board. . ~ould any individual _ Indians or 

band.s have CQmplaints about what archaeologists have done or propose to 

do, .ar should they want any specific conditions to b~ applied to 

archaeological work . in thei-r .area, the Union I s repreeent~tives on ASAB . 

can be used ,to . in,tr,oduce .. t:he approp.riate . condit_ions. 

m~mbers can :bold u.p .-;thtl :issuance of .permits. :: ·: 

I ndian Board 

,(2) .Reguiri;ng .,Researchers to si~g__i;:.eements and Contracts: 

, for many years ~ost anthrppologists, at least . those worth their 

salt, have made •it a practtce ,.t;o ini;orm Indian_ ban,ds . or corµmunities of 

theirdesi~e tounderta}<e; r~seari;:h ,~d: to . seE!k in so!Ile .s;J~gree .or anothf!r, 
.. !., . .· ,, . 

the . formal permission of the people conciameci. 1his ha$. . often bo;Lled 



6 

my kn'bwiedge' refusal has been rarely encountered iri B. c. 

This has recently been taken' a step further in some places to 

involve dt-~;in~ lipin.d signing a · mutually agreed contract between 

One of the first of these was signed by•·, '!, 

Marj~~i'ti Mithiien, . ;i UBC: student working on research for her PhD,' l':lhd the 

Tsartlip band councii "in Saariich. It was used subsequently'·as· a model ·-': .,, 

by two · other ·:san:d~, first the Hesquiat, on the West ' Coast of :Vancouver ' 

Island and th'en the Masset band of · the Queer{ Chatlottes. · 'They ·have·' devi~etl 

standard · ~pplicat:ion'. ·· forms artd. ··con'tracts which '~tbspective ' researchers'· .. _,; J; 

are required to fill out and sign~ · ·"Perm:i.s·s:i..on trftlifr: b~ii' obtained and the 

contract signed before research proceeds. 

These ar~ the most direct ~nd 'forc~ftil devic~s of ·control so 

far attempted . .- The application form of the Masset band requires ·resetirchers 

to 'describe theii intended p~oject;' hew · {t will be funded, 'who is the 

sponsor, how bA.nd" merilbers ~ill be iri..;,olved , hew the researcher tritends 
·, . 

to use the results and in what ways m ... / the band members benefit. ·.· Should '' ' 

this be acceptabie 1:o the band, they inay then ·move t o signing a contract. · , ,: 

In thi~ ·the band ct>uncil £0:trnally grants permission' for the· research~r 

to be on band la~d -'and to proceed with ' t he research. The · resear6her ' 

in turn agrees that all artifacts and exposed 'film will be-come · t:he··pr·ope·tty 

of the band, th·at'· '(s)he ·will not '. publish'•/ r emove of:', 0:se·,:.: .. of permH:~'. to!:·be 

publi~hed, removed .or .'used, any results ; bf the research ,.,idiot.it ' the 

writte~ corisent ci'f .th'e band -~ciunhii. '·. Additiona:i°ly die re'seatcher ''i s ! 

required ' to . ~dmi't-; fina~cia f re'sponsibility· ·'fot '•uh'spe~f'fi'~d 'Jufif urid~'terniinecr 

damag~~ 1which r ·~suit' from any violatioifa ' 6f the terms· 'of· .thei·cdrifra:~'t .'' '· 
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Whether . such contracts will do the job is somewhat uncertain. . 

Objections have . been made :by some researchers on the grounds that rights · 

of publication might be curtailed and so negate or limit the scientific · 

purpose of the work. Also ·the·:necessary confidentiality of some kinds of 

interviews might be int'erfered with if band councils have the right of 

access to all information. ' Another objection is that such contracts may 

turn out to be · invalid irt the courts because the individual researcher is 

requited to limit freedbms which are guaranteed by connnon law, .for 

example the · right to speak and write about what you see arid hear. If 

this is so, to sign the contracts knowing or believing thein ·to be 

unenforceable, would ·be an act of bad faith and a deception of the· worst 

kind -- the sort· of thing that tnust inevitably destroy any. relationship. 

between researcher and· subject~ 

It is my persona'l belief'. that ·such contracts as these are · 

workable or can be made •so with minor changes ,mutually agreed to by .both 

parties. The answer will come in trying them out. If they set and 

maintain a 'clim~te· of feeling where wor k can be -done, and lead to studies 

which benefit! b6th . sides, . and everyone fe~ls good about the undertaking; 

they will be' worth-while. If they increase initial suspicions or 

hostilities, or . if they ' lead to continual legalistic wrangling, they will 

be counterproductive. tf · they~ are so extteme in thei·r terms as to make · 

it impossible ' for researchers to sign them, then this will .bring effective, 

legititnate and beneficial research to a · halt. 

d)Exerdng Controls ; Through Pr'ofessional :Associations. and 

Spotisorfog and Vunding Agencies: · 

In' ·a -~esoluti•on passed at •its· general -nieeting.: in. Feb~uary, - 1975, 



the 1nui t , ,T-apiri:sat :(Kskimo brotherhood) ·of Canada took, . an in~e.re sting 

and imaginative · st·ep .which will likely be followed by. other native groups. 

They resolved to try to . ensure . that loc,al and regional In~it groups. 

hav-e a say in future . anthropologica l .and .,sociological re~earch among 

their .' people~ This ' is difficult to do, ·of course, because the _ local 

villages and camps ·are many ·and ,widespread, often isolated and out of 

contact with the · Brotherhood, . and most importantly their , peop:J.-~ often 

unaware of · their . ri,gh ts· as citizens to refuse . to cooper~ te with researcl1~;rs. 

It is extremely 'difficult for regional ·or -national native organizations :r:,: .-

to protect ·;the ' rights ·,of its consti,tuent members. 

But ·the second part of the,_ Inuit resolution caµie at _tfl,e_. prob;lem . 

in a new and imaginative way. , · ' Lt\· resol:v:ed tha_t the Inud, t Tap_iri sat 

request governments "to withhold funding for. research until the Inuit . 

groups directly concerned with the. research approve th~ project." In 

other words they said: "We don I t want you to pay · for or . sponsor . . any 

research ,which -we· haven't approved,'' 

Now1 -of course, this is onlJ a request an.d ha s no hard teeth 

in it,.:·but government funding agencies and e.ven .univ.ersity departments 

which sponsor students and faculty researchers, cannot afford to ignore 

stich ··requests ,·-;,. : esper.ially ; and this is important, if such requests are 

backed up by . ·continued surveillance and concern from the · people. If 

Indians · ar~ ·:conc.erned about the p-roper behaviour of researchers an~l make 

it their business to let sponsoring agenci?s know about it those a8:encie,~ 

will listen. : ·,rf ' the Wi.lliams . La1te, Distric.t Council said to university .. . ··-. . . .... . 

departments in B.C. "Don't allow any of your students to do research 

ahiong our people unless it's ·been approved . by the people,11 those 
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departments would listen. You could giv_e the~ spme very bad publicity 
- - ·• . . 

if they didn.' .t. , : · .. They don't -want that because they too are dependent 

on public -funding. 

Other · groups which -are _a tuned to public issues and 

specifically to the ethics . or proper behaviour of social researchers, 

are professional associations~ The Canadian Socidogy and Anthropology 

Association (CSAA) is now in ,the process of drafting a code of ethics . 

for its members. · This will include a section stipulating that voluntary 

consent of research subjects must be obtained befpre they are studied. 

The CSAA is ,concerned with ma;i.ntenance of proper standards by its members 

and is a group which . can be directly appealed to if cases arise where 

you feel researchers ·have been lax or improper in their research 

activities. . · 

There ,are many other associations of a similar nature whoa~ 

attention could also be directed towards ethical issues, for example, 

British Columbia and Canadian Museums Associations, Linguistics 

.Associations, and the like. 

Appealing to funding agencies for c.ooperation won't do the 

whole job, .because it cannot aff.ect all agencies to the same degree a11d . 

some res~arch .i ,sn '_t: , sponsored . by agencies you could know of:_ .beforehand-: 

.Additionalty.:i · s~c..r~en;i,ng applications to ,dq .research enables you_. onl}' tq · .. 

refuse the obviously bad projects. It doesn't help you get rid of t~ose . 

which may look fine at first and then turn out to be something else. 

Nevertheless this is an approach which cou14 l;,e ~ffect,i:vely ,,used by: tJ1e 2_ 

District Council and -also by the Uniop. . of B .. C. Indian Chiefs Sl\d the 

National Indian Brotherhqod. • 

- , 
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(4) 'Spori:So'ring 'Your ,Qwh ' Research' : 

'Aho'ther 'way· to see - to it that the ' right kind "of ·research gets :; 

done in the right way, is to get into the game yourself. Toe Union of -' 

B.C. Indian Chiefs :ha:s · indeed done this very 'thing •by s'etting up its Land 

Claims Research '-Office :in Victoria, 'hifing researchers ' and assigning . them ' 

to critical ·tasks. This has had extremely beneficial consequences;.:,, 

particularly in regard to the issue of· cut-off lands for whicn a number 

of excellerit ·; reports l-.tere produced reports . of 'a calibre 'that -.·will :· stand 

up before' courts arid scholars. · .-, · · .. ,_ ·,, ·. -. " 

.,, ,::', 'Ihe Niizko and Kltiskus bands also utilized th.ir direct approach 

in the sunimer of i974 when they hired a staff to ; prepare -a report on the 

consequences and afternatives for forestry development in their territory. 

Your own Fish Lake Centre has a small research division too, , : 

under John Rathjen 1 ·s direction~ and is attempting to pr omote activt:ties 

which will provide useable data for cultura:J: e-ducation progrannnes. 

One of the' drawbacks of s;'.:ponsoring resea-rch .. ·is the cost . involved. 

Most bands just cannot afford to thini, of funding re:sear ::h. But some-

thing nearly · the same can be tried ·- "' that i s , to invite researchers to 

undertake specified projects . This wU.1 probably becdine more and more 

feasible as number s of proi;:pective resea r'ch e r s increase and you, the 

Indians; become more and more resfrictive 'abo'lff 'what you will allow them 

to do. 

Fundamental Rights and ~cm.trols: (I q .i 

Over and above any formal devices or procedures such as we have ,,,, 

already discussed there are some simple, fundamcnta1 cdtltrols which 'people .,.·. 
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who are $Ubjeats of social .research can exercise to prote:~,t; their own . 

int~rests.. Th-ese are, first _of all 7_ the rights of private property. 

Indians like other citizens can refuse entry of researchers to their 

homes and reserves and ask them to leave at any time. Secondly, laws 

of l .ibel an<l slander apply to the . content of sociological or anthropological 

writing as to anything else. In my view Indians can and should exercise 

such ~ights and make use of such laws, more than they do. I think it is 

correct to make the general statement about contemporary Indian practices 

of polit~n¢ss in -the · Williat!l:S Lake Area, that Indians do not en.force their : _;, ~; 

pro,perty . rigll,ts , wpe,the,r , to, land-, ,or homes, as strictly as do Whites. : : .·) . 

Indian doors an,;]gates are .t!lpre pft~n open to others, in kaeping wi.th _the 

,:w,ider, ,-nore inclusive sense _of ,,community which prevails among Indians:" ·. 

This is a distinctive aspect of contemporary Indian culture offering to 

In~ians a positive social value which the larger community of 

predominantly White people doe.s not enjoy to the same degree. Outsi~ers 

sometimes take unfair advantage of this, and .it is sadly ironic that one 

must advis~ people ;to ,. change their sty le . of deali~g with others in order, 

to protect their . own ' society. 

; : i. , i The ·final and most effective con~rol which is open ;to .everyone, 

is simply to withhold ".!Ool_)eration. Don't answer any qu.:sti,on_s, ,don ,'t 

even say anything, and the pushiest, most .. bothersome re1:1ea_1;-,cher will soon . . , 

give up in embarrassment or despair and go .away. 

Limits of Local Authority: 

The ·I_ndian Act. gives band chiefs and councill01;~ ,~()llle .small . 

deg~ee. of authority to make d:ecisions and to act, on .b_ehal( ,of their pe()ple. 
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The section dealing ·with trespassers can become a most helpful device for ,·-

limiting ·the activities of outsiders,· including social researchers. But 

the authority of chiefs and counci llors cannot go very far. For example, 

a chief ·cannot completely determine who his band members talk to; or choose · 

to 'invite to their homes, and· if an incHvidual Indian wants to tell leg·erids 

and stories to an anthropologi~t there's very little the chief can do to · 

stop him. Similarly there is little legal basis ' for the District Council ' 

to ertact·controls upon relationships of outsiders to individual bands · 

within · the· district. · Furthermore it is generally contrary again to an 

aspect of ·ccint~mporary Indian culture for councils -and other elected bodies 
I • ; .. • ,. ,-, ' • • • 

to assume · authority and implement legislation for their people. Put 

bluntly/ Indians· don't . like to tell other people what they can or cannot do. 

nd.s ' ~as . experienced by the ' Williams Lake District ·Council a 

few months back in regard to an application ' to do research. ·· The District 

Council had passed a t-esolution in the 'fall of : 1973, to the effect that 

social or ·anthropoiogical research in the district would not be permitted 

unless it had District Council I s perm}.ssion. Last Nove~ber, when an 

application to do research on some of the Chilcotin reserves c2me before 

the council, it did ' not make a decfi::5.on, not because the research looked 

bad, but because memb"!r s of the c ouncil were unwilling to decide on an 

issue which .affected members of other bands . It was as if District 

Counci 1 took the view: "it's none of our business . " · 

In pointing out the limits of the bands' or District Councirs 

ability to make laws and enforce them, I am not stiggesting.', th:at :. they __ ha:ve: 

no place in establishing and maintaining con'trols upon social research. 

I would argue quite the reverse. These are· the proper concerns of Indian 
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leaders and elected ·bodie-~. - ·It 'is from these -that le'adership and 

assistance should ·come~ ,- At ·the · present stage of organization; however, 

it is unrealistic for District Council to do the law-making and enforcing. 

Their role should be t:hat of advising bands what they might do, and even 

what the council thinks they should do~ 

The bands, on the other hand, are in a position to take much 

more direct action and to· pass resolutions' governing ·· the conditions of . 

r esearch activity ·ori their reserves~' t althotigh there are limits to their 

law making ability as welt. 
. . . . . ·-

Recommendations: 

In view of the different degrees of authority and powers of 

Band councils And District Councils/T~have distinguished between their 

roles and make two sets of recommendations~ 

In stimfuai-y, it is my . vie~ that Dis'trict Council sho'uld decide 

on policy to recommend to its bands, and it should comttn.1nica'te to 

outside agencies its intention to discourage research which Hf not 

approved by Indians and is not . in their interests. · The individual bands 

should determine whether . or riot permission be granted and make some form 

of agreement, perhaps a cori"tract, i.;ith ea:ch researcher.· 

Here are sonie · ~pecific recommeridatiorts for your consideration 

and discussion: 

Recommended that : District Council: 

1. Endorse the principle tha f no· research · should• be 

allowed wi'thout permission df ·the ·-band councils 

concerned; ... ·,·· 
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2. Advise .,aU bands in , the. district not to allow research 

, .r:: · actiyity. ·;which -has not been • screened and approved 

. . , .' . · ·• by the band, 

. 3. - Make technical assistan~e. of th~. Fish Lake Centre · 

available to bands needing ~dvic~ on research 

. . proposals, 

4. Inform all government agenctes, -~.mivers.itie.~:, 

·professional , associations., _; :f:unding agencies, e .tc., 

that the District Council will oppose a1:1~ discourage .. ; 

research projects which are not approved by the Band 

councils in question, • : ;• J ! •, ' '• ._I ; .• ,• ..t . ' I 

5. Ask all governl!lBnt agencies, . u1:1iversities,·, professi9nal . . 

associations and fun~ing ,agepcies, et~. not to grant 

funds for research, or _to . sp:qnsor in any_ way the . 

activities of r .esear_ch~s wh<:>. do. not .haye permission 

from the bands. w±th .which ~ey intend to do their 

. research, 

· ' 6. Urge and advise bands which grant permi.ssion for 

-resear.ch, to set the . follC>wing a.s minimum conditions: . 

a) that the researcher . wi ll deposit with the 

band council and with _, the Fish .La,ke Cultural 

Centre copies of any research reports, 

technical papers, and other, publications 

resulting from the_ research, . 

b) that· before permission is grant::ed, the . 

researcher demonstrate or describe to the 

. r · 

.... -·· ............. ,_ 
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band council the benefit that will accrue 

to the 1 inember;s ·both ~irigly arid collectively, 

:whi:frhe:r' {mmedia te or long range, : 

c) that 'the researcher.. a·gree to provide any 

and all' 1lnd.iari words recorded in his written 

mate;rfal to b'e deposited- with the band and · 

Fish lake Certt're'; in the 'alphabet •eridorsEid arid 

used by the Centre 'arid the bartc:L 

Recommended for each Band : 

1. That band officers and members refuse· td .p'ermit :research 

on their reserves and . on' 'their b:ands bus:hiess affairs, 

which has· not be~n approved in writing ' by the band council, 

2. Th.at band councils ' :ask pr:ospecdve researchers to make 

written applicat:iori ·- to :do · research; 'showing 'in this 

application, the ·purpose ~· subjec:t~ · sponsor, funding 

agency, benefit to band; •involvement of barid members, 

nature of infotniatiori sought, ; etc . J 

3. 'Jhat band councils examine these applications, with 

technical advice , from · the ·Fish Lake Centre ,. o-r other 

sources, as needed; and if application: is approved, 

grant permfssiori to researchers who agree td observe 

these condfdons•:' . · ,. , · .i :. · 

' . a) 'Ihat the ·resea·rcher )will d'el)ciSi·t ' w:l.th C '.' i 

:·the band council and · the> F-i·sh ' Lake Cultural) :.,:. 

Centre, copies of research reports, technical ·' ·., · •'' 

papers and other publications resulting from 
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b) ·That the • researcher will deposit copies 

of field notes·, tape recordings and photographs 

with the Fish Lake Cultural Centre, (The -, 

researcher should be allowed to designate 

portions • of notes, etc., as private and not 

· open to the publ'ic, and such stipulati-ons ' 

should be upheld by ·the Centre. This may 

be necessary to protect the pri.v~cy .of ·,· · ' •iL 1' ... 

• individual band members.) 

c) That the researcher agree to provide any . 

and all Indian words recorded in his written · 

material -to be deposited with the band and 

Fish Lake Centre, in the alphabet- endorsed 

, and used by the band and the Centre; 

d) That the researcher agree to an:f other 

special condition whi ch may be required 

by the band. 

4. That band councillors keep informed · of the progress of 

any ·research and · see to it that the terms of agreement 

are observed. Should events or conditions arise whlcb 

are a threat to the interests of the band, · council · 

should bring this to the attention of the researcher, 

and if it c'annot be remedied require him to discontinue 

his work. 

. ' 
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