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L. INTRODUCTION

We csnnot take up our study of Haids soclety with Foasm YYomsn
perched on her Crstaceous outcropping as the Haldas themselves
purport to do. Vur story begins in 1787 with the lendfsll of the
brig "Gueen Chorlotte"” out of London under Captsin George Dixon.
In the records of esrly fur traders we find our first descriptions
of these people, The avallability of such documents governs the
time period that can be covered by our study.

The iaidas, who probably numbered more then 7,000 on the Queen
Cheradttes et the time of Dixon's visit, physicsally resemble other
Indisns of the northwest cosstal asres. 'Their culture is an elaboraté
varisnt of the generslized northwest coast culture built on sslmon
and cedar., 'This culture sres 1s notsble in American ethnoesraphy
chiefly becsuse sbundant resources mske possible permanent villsges e

with a collecting economy. dm Linguisticslly the Haide represent
the 1last remnant of the Skitegetan stock which is distontly relsated
to the Athspsskan linguistic stock.

The Queen Chsrlotte Islends which sre the native habitst of
the ilalde are a wedge shaped group of sbout 150 islends lying
between 519551 and 54°15' north lstitude snd 131° to 133918' west
longitude. The archipelago is 190 milcs long and 5l miles st its
widest paert. <+t 1s sepsrsted from the msinlend hebitat of the
Tsimshisn by the 50-75 mile width of shsllow, stormy llecate Strsit.
"he 50 mile expsnse of Dixon kntronce sepsrates the islands from
Prince of Wales Islend in Alasks, home of the Kaigani or Alasksn
Haidas who migrated from Horth +slsnd in sbout 1730. TI'rom Cape St.
James at the southern extremity of the group it is 150 miles to the
northern tip of Voncouver Islsnd where the fwakiutl live.

The Queen Chsrlotte Ranges form s mountainous backbone 1500 to
3000 feet high down the wst flsnk of the islsands. The largsest of
the group 1s Grahem islsnd with sn srea of 2,485 square miles.
The western half is mountainous snd slmost impassable becsuse of
tsngled undergrowth end deep crevasses. The northesstern part is
rolling lowland covered with unconsolidsted glacisl sedimoents snd
£il1l, oand in spots by muskeg swamps. JThe island 1s terminated on
the northesst by a long sandber which juts far into tecsate Strait
and constitutes o great hazsrd to navigstion. Lhere sre few large
rivers cnywhere on the islands but many creeks where salmon enter to
spewn. The centrsl lowland of Grshsm lslsand 1s penetrsted by an
inlet 19 miles long wiich terminstes in s great "leske" 1b miles
wide and 6 miles across. The northeastern sector of soresby Island
is lowlying but the remeinder of the islands sre entirely wountsinous
with deeply indent@d coastlines and a hesvy cover of Sitka spruce,
hemlock snd cedar.




L/
fhe climate is of the temperate warine type. 'the average
Janusry tempersature is 379F. with sn sverage of 57°F, for August.
The extreme range is «2°F, to 80°F, +he western slopes receive
up to 150 inches of precipitation snnuslly compored with }0-60
inches for the lowlsnds lylng in the reinshadow., Fog in surmer
and cloudy skies in winter contribute to low annusl totsls of sun=-
shi@n, Wind seems to be constsnt, verying only as to dlrection.
Geles from the southesst bring clesr skies snd heavy seas, while
"northwesters" bring rain snd quiet wster, i.e., good fishings westher,
In winter the southessters howl down the inlet, sometimes reaching
130 miles per hour. (Unofficisl figures.) Another fsctor with :
implications for work patterns ##1" is the sessonsl variation in hou sﬁ%L
of daylight. In December there sre perhaps L} hours of daylight l;%

while In mid=June there are upwards of 20 hours of dsylight in Aé’“
each 2l hour period, %%{ G

Dr, Newcombe's map of occupstlon sites (Swanton, 1909, pw )
shows thst the entire cosstline of the Queen Chsrlottes wns settled,
although these sites were by no mesns sll contemporaneous.

Villeges were locsted near halibut bsnks snd fishing spots or
wherever a stretch of gravel bosch for lending csnoes permitted.

vy virtue of their csnoe transport the people were highly mobile
and permsnent villages could be locsted st some distasnce from the
resource sress. The interior of the islands wass seldom visited,

At contact the linesges were lkving thus, scattered around the sea-
cosst in villeges rongin. from one or two houses to 20 or 30.
Relations between villsges were frequently hostile ond there seemed
to be no structures linking them in any common action. In this
pre~-impsct period political process consisted primarlily of segment-
ation snd migration, Boundsries between groups were msintsined by
feud or myth of feud; internal cohesion of gronps was strongthened
by fessts ss wall as by common labor,

Less thsn s ceniiyy later, in 1875, the populstion had been
reduced by two thirds, the survivors coucentrating in the focal
settlements of Masset on northern Grshesm Islaond snd Skidegete on the
southern extremity of the same island. Smell family groups still
cccupied some outlying villsges. Gcecorge Jswson, the geologist
who visited the Queen Charlottes in the summer of 1878 found
potlatches going on st four places but remsrked on the stete of
decline everywhere @een. By the time thst the Canadisn goverument
extended its suthority to these people in the 1870s, chance was far
advanced,

: Initielly it was my intention to coustruct synchronic models

of Haida society for two time levels-=-1875 snd 1960--2s the published
materisls snd my own fileld notes are adequate for these periods,

Even in 8 cursory outline however, it becsme obvious that seversl
cruclal problems would have remsined outside the planned enalysis.
for exsmple, were structursl similarities in villsge orgsnization to
be interpreted ss persistences {'rom sn unexsmined sboriginsl psast
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Cr 8s results of cultursl contact which preceded nctusl e.tension
of Canasdian sut:ority? Could one assume, ©s Dowson snd .iblack
did, that the chief's authority was much grester in the post?

wWith due regard for the perils of "historicsl reconstruction”

there seemed no slternative to extending the examination to sn
esrlier perlod. This paper them, Pfecords my cttempts to construct
8 working wodel of the traditionsal iiaida socisl system. It does
not however offer any such model. rhis would hove required slicing
the reconstruction scross the prain at a specific dote, say 1830,
and tnen procg 1 o describe and snalyse the structursl ratios.
I sm not yet.ﬂf%ﬁhﬁSQ to do that. he longitudinsl study of
institutions undertsken herein is prerequisite to such s model.

ily imwediste purpose has been to discover whst functions sre em-
phagised by this society snd how the institutions,or stasndsrdized
modes of cosctivity, s8re integrated with esch other &n the totsal
system and et different points in time. By this means I hope to
hove cast some light on processes of change durling this very unstsble
"pre-impact" period of Heida history.

I have relied ss far es possible on first hand accounts. Be-
csuse of the lste historiesl horizons, the strong oral traditions
of the people and the fortunate circumstsnce of having seversl
meticulously recorded sccounts, I feel that the essentisl materiels
for an sccurste reconstruction are availasble, There is substsntisl
sgreement on crucial matters smong these various accounts. The
posslbility exists that these conclusions were not independently
resched ss cach writer knew of and frequently cited the work of
his predecessors. My contribution, if it can be cslled that, hss
consisted in the evalusation of the sources snd the resolution
of certsin ambiguities and discrewpsncies., This study, when
complete, will serve ss a base line with which I msy compare my
own construct of the modern system,

Tone AP 1y g 770 -/ P 75
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I, MYTHICAL CHARTERS

Haids society is orgsnized on the basis of exogemous moieties
nemed for the Raven and the Hagle who are spoken of as the "grand-
fathers" of the Haldss. The ancestress of sll Raven families was
FPoem Woman, a supernatural being who was sitting on Xagi, 8 reef in
Skincuttle Bay, when the primevsl flood receded. She was supposed
0 have many breasts at each of which she nursed s "grsndmother"
of one of the various Raven lineages., However, members of the Atsns
Ravens cleim independent descent from a womsn who emerged from 8
cockle shell washed ashore at the island of Atana. The Rose S
Ravens also reject the tradition which gives priority of descent,
and thus by implication the highest rauk, to the Ninstints people
descended from llcem Woman. There were several versions of the myth
for locsl origfiin at Rose Spit, one claiming that two persons who
were contemporaries of I'oem Womsn gave rise to the Hose Spit Rsvens.
The Raven moiety then, wss divided into three matriclsns--the Xagi,
Atana, snd Rose Spit branches--corresponding to the southern, middle
and northern geographick sreas of the islands,

There is even less unity in the mythical history of the three
Eegle divisions, Djilasqons (Greatest Mountain) e contemporary of
Foam Woman, is nominel ancestress of the Esgle clans, but there are
persisting traditions of foreign origins for two of the divisions.
Djilagons, herself brought from the meinlsnd in the grey beginning,
gave rise to those people living in the same region as the Xagl Ravens.
The second bresnch, that of the Gitins, or northern Lsgles, seems to
have spread from Rose Spit, while the third division, the StaStas,
trace their migrstion from Tlingit and Tsimshisn country. *he
interesting thing about the Eagle genealogy is that it has been
teilored to conform to the pattern set by the Raven geneslogy, on the
principle that complementary structures really should be similsr.

Separate myths deal with the development of lineages. The
relationship of the Haven lineages 1s explasined by the settlement
patterns of Sqgena, a "story town™ south of present day Sandspit.

In this town were five rows of houses in which lived a1l the Raven
femilkes of thaet dim time. Those in the first row on the beach were
nemed T,djilanss, the Sand Town People. (Swanton's linesge no. 2,
1.e. R2. Linesges will be referred to throughout by this device.
Every numbered segment is sn sutonomous linesgle. Similsrity of
numbers shows relationship but not politicsl subordination,)

The KunMlsnasor Yoint Town People (R1lL) lived in e row which extended
out on a cape. +The Yakulasnas, Middle *own People, (R19) cocupied the
middle row, <‘he Barth Esters, or Q'oetas (R21) lived in the fourth
row near the hills where trsils were numerous., JThe Rear Town Feople
(R15) occupied the rear row. (It is interesting that a town with
precisely the ssme settlement pattern was ssid to heve existed at
Rose Spit where it wes called House Point “own.) From these five
lineages 8ll others were derived. To meke sense of the social
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organization we are to believe that all the Raven clans settled in
Sgéna and from there dispersed over the islands. Some integration
with the preceding cycle is schieved by identifying R19 with foam
Woman, R2 with the grandmother at Atana, snd R1ll snd R15 with the
Rose Spkt grsndmother., <t 1s necessary to go into these muxley
mythicsl metters becamse they are the basis of felt relstionships
between linesges. Feople of different Raven lineages say--"We wers
at Sgena together." As the Haida's own cultural reconstruction and
interpretation of origins they offer considerable insight into the
organization,

Returning to Sgena, the story goes that a troop of mischievous
boys went through the village one day shooting down dogfish eggs in
the houses with their newly made bows and arrows., When they pulled
this prank on the chief he became engry, a2 fight ensued, and the
lineages dispersed. Subsequent migrations and segmentations resulted
in the fluid distributions of populstion that prevailed when history
begsan,

Linesges reproduce by cell division, meesning that a newly seg-
mented lineage was structurally complete except for a charter., The
tradition of the quarrel which was supposedly the csasuse of the seg-
mnnnatlon, seemed t@ empress end certify the separation, popﬂazmiﬂg-

will_nn—leage@-be—eea?eaeible—ﬂea—%he—éebﬁs-tdﬁih To further estab-
lish its political adulthood, the segment founds a town, either by
being the first group to occupy the site or by purchasing it from the
prior occupants. This sct gives the group a nsme which is the
diaeritical feature of the autonomous lineage.

Differentiation is a gradual process. Unnamed subdivisions
erigse within a lineage, sdopt some distinctive festure of dress for
use at potlatches, Such differendées were recognized by the observ-

tion, "The dress is between us." (Swenton, 1909, p. 79) Thus
bourdartess were drawn which deepened until the formsl bresk occurred,
Relsted linesges retained the same crests, but new exclusive ones
were sought., Linking the lineage founder with some episode or
- character in the tribal mythology gave a supernatural sanction to the
group and justified its use of certsin names, desnces, songs, stories.
Infringement of these specisl prerogatives led to feud, war or at
least 2 suit for dameges. The reverse process of smalgsmation of
depleted lineages cen also be traced, where remnants of groups
weakened by war or plague sought refuge with kin.

These processes are seen in the history of the People of Pebble
Town, It seems thst 8 set of linesges including the Middle Town
People (R19) moved from mythicel Sgena to Daxua north of modern
Lawn Hill on the east coast of Graham Island. After a time, accord-
ing to a story collected by Swanton from survivors of the lineage
at Skidegate, a fight broke out between heads of two households,

One head bought a canoe that had already beem promised to the other
man. A glsve of the offended man smashed up the canoe and in the
fight that ensued, the party of the offender was driven to the woods,
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They ceme down to Skidegste Inlet and purchased a town from a Raven
group called the Sea Otters (R7). Their first town was called " Small
Stones™ or pebbles and thence its new possessors received the neme

of the People of Pebble Town (R9). "At the time when they lived at
Dasxua they were recognized on 81l hands as part of the Middle Town
People." (ibid. p. 80)

The other household involved at Daxua was known a8 the
Sqoafadas. This group qiit in two as 2 result of one part, those
eventuslly becoming R10, taking sides with those who became R9,

The remeining section becsme known as the Seawsrd Sqoafadas (R5).
R10 went to live at Pebble Town with R9 snd subsequently migrated to
the west coast with them. Relstions between R5 and R10 and R9 on
the other side continued hostile., While the latter were at Pebble
Town and some of the R5 pecpk at Skidegste, blood feud broke out
between them., To escepe their enemies, the Pebble Town People (R9)
migrated to the west coast end bought a town site, Tcaatl, from its
Pirst owners who rejoined their kinsmen elsewhere. R9 occupied one
half snd essigned the other half of the town to their friends R10
who had sccompgnied them., R10 finall¥ moved north slone to a place
called Swampy Yillage opposite Hipps lslsnd. The significent thing
here is the way in which boundaries sre melintained between the two
groups in spite of intensive Interaction,

Ag was seen in the events related shove, the linesge at the time
of its segmentatibn sdopted the name of the locale where it first
settled end wss sfterwsrd known by that neme, regardless of residence.
Among the Rose ®pit Ravens, the ancient lineage known as the Point
Towvn People (R1ll) geve rise to named autonomous lineages which re-
tained knowledge of their recent relationship. These dispersed to
separate settlements which gave them their own names., We find the
Hiellen River Point Town Yeople, (Rlhb), the Messet Inlet Point Town
People (Rllic), the Rocky Coast Point Town People (Rllia), the Yagun
River Point Town People (R1lid). The issue of common interest or
action between such relsted lineages will be taken up when we discuss
interrelations of lineages.

Segments of loceslized lineages then took the name of their
house, So at Yan, segments of Those-born-at-Masset 4inlet (R22)
out of Skidajsc (R16) from the Masset branch of the Rose Spit clan
were cslled World House People and Rainbow House People.

SUMMARY 2

We have been examining the credentials of the lineages. We have
seen that when fission occurs in a metrilineage, the segment moves
to a new locele, establishing its legitimacy by ascquiring title to-
the site, calling itself the people of that place and preserving its
myth of seperation as evidence of its sutonomy.

Despite this fluidity of movement, the Queen Charlotte Islands
were not a frontier. Long before the first white observers sppeared
on the scene, the whole cosstline was partitioned into holdings
eclesimed by villages. =&conomic competition for the choicest resourcs
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ereas was probably quite severe, althoughthere were several means of
acquiring access and the people did not live cheek by jowl. Most of
the food was tsken from the sea and the yield was abundant.
Nevertheless, in pre-white times s stete of war seems to have been
the normal condition; descriptions by early observers (Rixon, 1787,
pessim) suggest that every hemlet wes an srmed cemp. War seems
to have precipitated the emigration of the Middle Town People (R19)
and the Send Town People (R20) to Alaska in about 1725, John
Work, s factor for the Hudson Bsy Company at Fort Simpson from
183L-18L1 estimates about 6600 population for the Queen Charlotte
fgidas end another 2000 for the Kaigeni (Alsskan Haida.) (Cited in
Dawson, 1878, p. 173B} Pre=-contact population was probably somewhat
greater than that. The effects of the first plague introduced
from Siberia csnnot even be guessed at, since knowledge of this 1s
inferential: the shemans) divined that the first Buropesn vessels
were Kalikoustls, the spirit of the plague, returning. (Mertrwr

Verious writers (Swanton, ibid., p. 81l; Drucker, 1955, p.
110) have szsumed thet each village was originslly occupied by
8 single lineage and the discussion of linesge development above
would support that assumption. Such a village consisting of one
or seversl households, would be s2n economically self-sufficient
unit under e lineage head. The rule of exogamy would require
development and maeintenance of friendly relations between villeges
of opposite moieties. It is not necessary to sssume ceremonisl
interdependence in the early stages since, as 1is elsewhere discussed,
competitive interrelations such ss the potlateh complex may have
developed ss functionsl substitutes for wer. The pressures for
consolidetion were offset by the overriding dynamic of the societye-
the amjbition of every householder to set himself up as 8 "Big Shot,"
that is, as master of his own town. These oppoused tendencies of
centrifugal and centripetal movement chaeracterize political process
in Hsida society.



ITi. THE NATURE OF POLITICAL UNITS

Berly writers coneelved of the village as the peliticisl unit
although they recognized differentiation of sub-units. Dawson
observed: "Among the Haidas each permenent village constitutes a
chieftaincy, and has a recognized head chief,." (1§78 Ps J40B) 6.0
"The village sppesrs to be the largest unit in the Haids systenm
of govermment, and there has not been any permsnent premier chief
or larger confederscy or leagme of tribes., Such unions may doubt-
less have been formed from time to time for offensive snd defensive
purposes but hsve not endured." (Ibid., p. 120B)

Nibleck, in discussing the exceptional cese where a chief is
able to extend his influence beyond his own village through war
or ownership of valusble lands, states, "In s strict sense, however,
the villege 1is the $ribal unit., Alliances of tribes have slways

‘been only %temporary, snd no lasting federsation has ever been formed."
(1888, p. 251)

Swanton concurs: "The largest body of people under one govern-
ment among the Haidas were those in the same town. #lthough one
femily might ocwn two or more towns, there were more often several

families in one town, snd although 8ll had their own family chiefs,
one of these was chief of the town," (1902, p. 333)

This town chief had a special title which Swanton says wes
‘“anslated gs "town mother" in Skidegate, snd "town master" in
Messet. (1909, p. 68)

These sccounts give 8 picture of scattered, self-sufficient
towns composed of households each with its own head and 211 under
the authority of s hesd chief with undefined powers. These writers,
in remarking the sbsence of a more inclusive structure than the local
villege were thinking in terms of the coordinstion end regulation of
political units by a2 superordinate sgency. <The functions which
would seem to require such 8 mechanism--tiat iz, Iwbenneleding
di-seneie—uniba—for-purpesasas arranging merriage, settling disputss
conducting trade, war and large scsle economic enterprise--were
obviously not administered by any fesmilisr hierarchicel structure.

lhis epprosch to the study of govermment in Haids society leaves cne
with the guestion implicit in the above guotaticns--why did no
confederation of twwns develop? The snswer to this is simple.,

¥ — Towns were not corporste. Theywere merely the locus of linesge

settlement, As will become sbundantly clear as the discussion

proceeds, it is the lineeges which sre the politicel unitsy As
Swenton indicsted; the matrilinesges may be locaIizéa in one %

settlement or dispersed over several, The named localized
§E%§g§§§3 except for the exogamic requirement which makes lineages
nterdependent, is in theory adequate to 211 its politicel, mili-
tary, soclal end economic tasks. The head exercises a strongly
developed domestic authorityjover members. There sre, however,
degrees of corporateness, msanlng thst a sublineage or component
household of the lineage, is in some respects itself sutonomous.
The household hesd who “wsnton refers to ss a "petty chief" owns
his own esteblishment, hess access to economic resources, and is
the law to his dependents,
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This distribution of power on all levels of the lineage precludes its
centralization in any superordinate office, meaning that the
apical ststus, thet of town chief, 1s slmost without authority.

Drucker, in s book written for populer consumption, (1955, p.
110) recognizes this corporate chsracter of the lineage, but seerss
&p- the same proposition of socisl and political isolstion:

WW”‘ "
Each segment was a lineage which held title to fts?lands of
economic importance, occupied & separate .

villege consisting of one or more houses, had its own chief

and lesser chiefs, Fach lineage waged war or made pesce,

steged ceremonials, and tended to its various affairs

independently of any other,

Analysis of the lineage composition of towns shows several
possibilities of structural orgsnization. There is the single-
lineasge settlement of one or several households in which the
highest rsnking household head is simulteneously lineasge head snd
town chief. In the mulﬁilinea%ptowm, the lineage which holds the
legal title is said to "own" the town, and other lineages occupy
the villsge with its permission and by accepting junior status.

The town is thus & lineage property in that title to it could be
bought end sold, given sway in exchange or in payment of compensstion
for damages., However the houses sre owned by indiviuéls snd cannotb
be glienated by the linesge hesd. %t 1s only fﬁ%ifi;ﬁi dominance
that is transferred. Frequently members of a(selling-o lineage
leave snd take up residence elsewhere in which case thé town may
become s single-lineage unit again. The composite town is a
multiline%zbsettlement in which both moieties are represented, and
only this &ype is ceremonlially and soclslly self-suffiecient.

‘he necessity for interlinesge relationships imposed by exogam
exerted great pressure for consolidation in composite towns. is
pressure was increased by the operation of other factors during his-
toric times., A fourth type of town may thus be distinguished as

the nuclegting center fed by decimsted groups from widely scasttered
lineages. ach of thesgse types of lineage association implies a
different sllotment of power. <This question of the politiesl
relations between co-resident linesges will be further explored

in 8 subsequent sectlon., <The point to be made here is that the

town is the arena for political sction and is not itself a political
unit vis a vis other such units. %he analysis of Haide governement
must turn on an exsmination of linesges, their functions and

their interrelations,



IV. THE MATRILINEAGE

The matrilineage is s system of ranked statuses ascribed on
the sis of genelogical relstionship to the occupant of the apical
staﬁgﬁe This rank must nevertheless be achieved, in that the
candidate's progress through the different grades is marked sym-
bolicelly by tatoos, names, increasing size of ear punctures, labrets,
etc, Members of the linesge occupy positiong ranked from high to;;
low on the finely graded status continuum. there is no sharp
demarcstion denoting a class line., Slaves, of course, are not
members of the society and the system need tske no account of them,
This internal ordering spplies equally to the lineage or to the
component household.,

The femily group or household is commonly domiciled in one of
the gregt plank community houses which saverage 30x40 feet, end are
excavaeted within to provide three successige stages. *hese living
eress are assigned on the basis of rank. laves and low c¢lass
members of the femlly occupy the space neer the door while the
head's section is at the back of the House. <This house is owned
by the hesdmsn who ralsed<£§:§§:¥i§”§§;x3¢ His suthority over to
the 30 to L0 or more persons ving with him is slmost complete., *
These include his brothers who have no houses of their own, and
the unmerried sisterd'! sons of these men who sre living avuncu-
locally in order to receive their educstion and training. %hese
men form the core of the matrilineage.

Wi¥Yes of the lineage members, their unmarried dsughters, and
sons under ten, all belonging to lineages of the opposite moiety,
also live there., “ons in law of the head or his brothers, who
are husbands of dsughters living uxorifocally, and their children
ere included. YThese sons-in-law will include the nephews &ho
maery the daughter of thelr mother's brother. Other members of
the household sre fisnces of engaged dsughters who sre performing
bride service, old widowed sisters and aunts, low class relatives
who have the ststus of servants, and slsves. Since -

| pesidence after marriage is patrilocal except for prdspective heirs

to the headship who reside svunwulocally, married dsughters send
sisterg of matrilineage males other than the wife of the heir ere
not 1 uded in the family group.

+t is likely thet this housshold composition was not constant.
A0u01d1ng to Peter 111, "people used to move in and out. %they
didn't believe in living together all the time becsuse quarrels
would bresk out." (Stearns, field Notes, 04/9)

The family group so constituted has grest political significance.
The weslth and prestige of the hesd, snd thus his ranking vis o vis
hesds of coordinste units, depends upon the size of his household
snd the weelth that its members can produce. “he head can command
the service only of those persons who are directly dependent on him,
his fsct probably explains the smbition of weaslthy end powsrful
men to bulld great houses. Some of the house names are sugpestive.
e.g. "The clouds sound ageinst 1t," "People call to each other in
it," '"House chiefs peeped st from a distance,” (Swenton, 1909, p. 33%‘



Vo MARRIAGE

Agide from the rule of moiety exogemy, marrisge arrangements
eemed to be dictated by political expediency. Marriage was the
nly fundamental institutlion systematically interrelating the

peww1se selfusufficient lineages. Scme 11neages, for exsmple RS.
Joks _idtage ang.J
t5-e2 3 THer WIETY ,  Other spatially distinct lineages,
fcﬁ exsmple %he Kiusta btastas @21) end the Ksigizni Middle Town
People (R19) habitually intermerried; although the relation wss

not exclusive, *he StaStes also intermarried with the Seawsrd
Sqoafadas (R5). (Swanton, ibid. p. 67) Where intermsrrying wss
conafkbently practiced, one linesge wes known as the "fathers" of the
other., This at first suggests asymmetricel ranking of lineages,

but as the term "father" has no overtones of political suthori

in Haida society, the term probably refers to svstemat
cross cousin marriage. Bquality of spouses is implied in ac
thet town chiefs sought thelr wives far afiefld befause “they could
not find snyone great enough near by." {(Swanton, ibid., p. 68)
Territorisl allisnces were sdharently unimportant, but the acquisit-
ion of new titles and crests and the preservation of prerogatives
were accomplished through intermarrisge of high resnking persons,

It 1s significant that although chiefs hed ritusl feiendships
with mainland c‘liefs9 intermerriage with mainlanders was rare.
“sfrlgcn suggests that & conflict over residence wes responsible.

{1925, p. 77-78) It is s fact that Port Simpson Tsimshisns made
a ruling that Haida men had to msrry and live in Port °1mpsono
"All they csred about was the rank of the *aida young man,"
was told. (Stesrns, F.N., 04/22)
v pitdate W

Bilstergl cross cousin marriage wes practiced althoughthe
pfeferred spouse for the sigter's son of g lineage head wss his
mother's brother's dsughter. Yn the other hand, father's sister's
dsughter stood in @ relationshig permitting great freedom and
stable unions often resulted. he forbidden marriage wes, of courss,
the incestuous one between Reven snd Raven or Hagle and Sagle.
Those who hroke this taboo were subjected to great scorn and loss
of status. o strong waes this sanction in the culture that to thti
very dsy people who "married pight" will say, "*he old people donft
look down on us." {ibid.) ﬂi frequent response to questions sbout
lineage snd moiety sffilistéons of couples was, "I've gwatched
Revens snd Bagles for years and I've never seen them mete," (ibid.)
stdlnd that people still fekl they have to justify bresking Ehis
old rule,

in 1870

A myth collec*ed/by James Deans, an employee of the “udson
Besy lompany, suggests that even in traditional culture the chassif-
icatory incest taboo wes occasionslly broken. The myth relates how
two lovers who were both Rsvens fled to the woods to be together,
Jhe glrl was sbducted by a bear (itself snomalous since besr crests

belong to the Raven moiety exclusively) end while living with his
tribe gsve birth to two sons. The lovers were eventually reunited
and becsuse of thelr long sufferings, permitted to marry.

(1899 4-4%)
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Mgrriage srrangements were masde by the mothers of the boy and
girl, often when the childre re very young. In *kidegete a mother
who wanted her dsughter to marry & certain boy gave his mother several
blankets. This was known as "putting sn string on." He could
avold this merrisge only by returning the blankets, and since young
men had no property of their own, this was difficult. (Swsnton,
1909, p. pO) In Masse% the opposite relation prevsiled. (Ibid,,
P. 51) A boy's parents contrected an engagement for their son by
presenting a gift of blankets to the girl's parents. There was
no obligation to return the blankets if the marriage didn't take
place. A young men who was not betrothed s an infent generslly
became engaged whewn between 15-18 years old. “ccording to *wanton,
he then went to live with the girl's family, if not alreedy there,
(i.e. unless he were engsged to his mother's brother's dsughter)
snd workéd for them until his marrisge. (Ibid., p. 50)

The marrisge rite is mede up of these elements: assembling of
respective lineages, smoking together, speech making, handing
over of the bride, exchange of gifts, feasting, dancing, singing.

On the day set for the cersmony, the groom with his mother,
sister, mother's brothers, and mother'’s sisters went to the house

"where the girl's parvents lived end sst down in the back of the house

which is the hon#ored plscé, DMembers of the girl's lineage were
sssembled end tobacco passed sround. After the smoking, the elder
of the boy's linesge delivered an oration praising the girl's
family., Several more speskers addressed similar remarks to the
girl's father and sometimes to her mother,

The father replied that his fsmily was low end his daughter
useless but he knew thet her husband's mother and sisters would
look after her., *e then called his dasughter and instructed her to
git down with her husbend. She did so, and took his hsnd. At
this point the girl's mother gsave the boy's mother asnd sisters
some property on behalf of her lineage. (Swenton, ibid., p. 51) 4

LU /V et

After the ceremony the youth's family took the brideigqﬁé but
on¥y after she was tsken to her mother in lewls house wherée she
received & meal snd s new blanket. According to Murdock, it was
the groom's father's sister who gsve the wedding feast immedistely
efter the ceremony. (1936, p. 36l)

Swanton goes on to descikibe the customs preveiling at

Skidegate. ''Next day the bride carried a tray of food furnished

by her mother in law over to her father and uncles. In exchsnge
they gave her husbend four or many times as much property of sall
kinds., The bride left the dish in her mother's house and her uncle's
wife brought i®B back full of property. As long as they remained
married, the Zirl's uncles had to help her husband end do almost
eanything he wanted them to." (Ibid.)
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At Masset when the family could sfford 1t, the girl's mother
gave sway property to the women of the (moietyj her son in lew be-
longed to. It was also customary for a men to give & aslave or some
other present to his future father in law," (Swsnton, ibid., p. 51-52)
It shoulld be noted thet these sppsrent differences informality and
practice may reflect differences in rank|\of the perticipents es well
gs regional variations in custom. aauequ?

It is difficult to determine from the literature the conditions
and amount of the merrisge payment and dowry since the observers?
descriptions ere often distorted by the white men's view of these
trensactions. Niblack states that marriage is'"often & commeréial
trensaction of buying and selling. ** men desiring to marray a gikl
sends his mother or a2 middle msn to her psrents to negotiste.

An understanding having been arrived at, he sends &s msny presents
as he can get together to her father." (1888, p. 367)

Nibleck goes on to present s generslized discussion of north-
west coast customs which may or msy not be true of thke Hside elso.
"When the ceremony is complete the father of the girl gives her a
dowry equal in value to that received from the husband and she
goes to live with her father in law, If they afterwards separste
through didsatisfection the presents are all returned; but if e
wife 1s unfaithful, the husband cen send her back with nothing and
get his own property basck from the fasther." (Ibid., p. 368)

Dewson says that after the ceremony the "father of the girl
gives vsrious articles of property to her, constituting her
dowry, She is led away by her husband but sfter a time returns
on a visit to her parents, bringing presents, generally of food,
from her husbend." (1878, 129B-130B§

It seems clear thet what hes been called the marrisge payment
is simply an exchange of gifts between members of fasmilies who
are henceforth to be related affinslly. This exchange represents
only one element of thelr participetion in the solemnizstion of
the new relationship. A curious thing is the behavior of the linesge
elders in depreceting their own family end exslting the position of
the opposite. I have discovered no similsr instences in any other
social context. 4

RESIDENCE:

Murdock insists that residence was metrilocel (1934 ,p. 374)385)
except for the sisters' sons of chiefs who were expected to inherit
their uncles' property end so resided svunculocslly. Murdock's
own definition (1949, p.16) ststes that "if custom requires the
groom to lesve his parentsl home snd live with his ®Bride, either
in the house of her parents or in a dwelling nesrby, the rule of
residence is matrilocal. If on the other hand the bride regulsrly
removes to or neer the parental home of the groom, residence is
said to be pabrilocal." I accept these definitions but reject the
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conclusion/gL the following grounds:

In the descriptlonsof marriage rituasl just reviewed, Swanton
recorded the fasther's reference to his dsughter gging to live
with her husbend's siters. (This interpretation/assumes unmsrried
sisters,) It wass then noted that after the ceremony the groom's
family (which in Swanton alweys means linesge) took the bride home,
after she hed paid & vislt to her mother ih law, which suggests
avunculocal residence. Niblack notes thst the girl received a
dowry from her fsther and then she goes to live with her father in
law, Likewise Dawson states thet the bride is led asway by her
husband but later returns on a visit to her parents.

The pattern would seem to be this: & woman snd her young child-
ren lLive with her husbsend’s family. WVaughters remain with their
psrents until adulthood. Boys, on the other hadd, go to live with
their mother's brother when they sre gsbout ten. The Haldas believe
thet boys will be spoiled if they stay with theilr mothers and scorn
is hesped upon those who bresk this rule. (Swanton, ibid.p. 50)

At the time his engsgement is arrenged the boy, who hes been
living in his uncle's house, goes to perform bikde service for
two or three years in the home of his future father in law.
(Ibid.) Murdock is awere of this srrangement (1934, p. 373) but
he extends it into the perlod beyond marriage. In the casse of
boys engaged to the dasughter of the mother's brother with whome
they live, there is obvicusly no change of residence at betrothsal
and probably not st marrisge if they are most likely to succeed,
Other youths tske their wives home to mother. The typical pattern
then, 1s patrilocsl residence with sn svunculocal alternate in
certin cases;

These two modes of residence correspond to the ® two possi-
bilities of patrilaterel and matrilstersl cross cousin marriage.
If s men merries his fsther's sister's dsughter gnd they resids
patrilocally as the rule specifies, then from her point of view
the residence is svunculocgl. It is in these circumstances thst
a women may occasionally inherit the headship in the absence of
a8 suitshle brother or uncle,. . This is rare however, snd
the presence in the household of niewes merried to sons of the
head generaslly does not affect the politicsl organization of the
unit.

Of the sisters' sons who have gome to live with their mother's
brother before puberty, one or more may merry the uncle's dsughters.
The surplus nephews who sre not needed to fill authority roles
in the matrilineage either st present or in the future go back to th

their father's house et marrisge. *his minimizes the danger of
excessive competition on the junior level within the matrilinesge.
At the same time these surplus males are ineligible to compsete
for the succession in their fether's house which is affiliated
with a lineage of the opposite moiety. In other words only those



v/5
meles in line for the headship of the lineage or one of its
gegments are fully effective politicsally.

Although there is no clear evidence engbling us to perceive
precisely where the lines of cleavage are drawn, it seems logical
to sssume thet the younger brothers with no political significence
are the segmenting unit. This, of coursg, is an mnsupported
speculation, :

Schneider, in discussing problems of internal orgenization
of matrilinesl groups, emphasises that mstrilinesl societies must
in some way restrict the authority of immarrying mele affines
over wives snd children., This is sccomplished by segregating
political and domestic roles of males snd by reteining legal
power over females and rights to their children. It is in this
light thet we must view the structural implicetions of combining
metrilinesl descent with alternate possibilities of pstrilocsl
and svunculocsl residence. Only the meles residing svunculocsally
combine politicel snd domestic membership in the same group.
On the other hand, the men residéng patrilocelly is st the same
time 1living whth his mother who is his link with his own maetrilin-
eege. At first it seems that this situation might intensify
friction within the household, but since the head exercised complste
suthority over his dependents, there was no way, legitimately or
morally, to depose him., The only possibility was to split off, and
as suggested sbove, the younger brothers . _ or sons would
have most to gain from this action.

The practice of bilsterel cross cousin marriasge .. contri-
butes to femily harmony since relations of kin sre structured
from birth snd the relations prescribed for cross eousins sre
consistent with role requirements of spouses. Of course not all
marriages were contracted between corsengUlmiedl cross cousins,
In merriages between previously unrelsted lineages, the wife
going to live with her father in law wes the outsider. If hostilitie:
broke out between her people snd her husband's, she was placed
in & difficult position., ©She could expect no aid from her sffinsl
relatives, Her children hed no recognized place in the community
since they were olso legally outsiders. (If their mother died,
children usuelly returned to their uncles., Dsughters might marry
in the town where they grew up end sons occasionslly erected s
house in their father's town. (Swanton, 1902, p. 331-332)
The difficulties in controlling snd protecting femsle members of
the linesge end their children who were residing et s distence
probably strengthened the tendency towerd patterned intermsrriage
between lineages snd adjacent villaeges.

The problem of potential conflicts of guthority between
fathers snd uncles over children is aggrsvated by patrilocal
residence. This threat to continulty of the matrilinesge is met
by the device of sending bogs to live with their uncles st the
age of ten., Thus it is the mother's brother who is responsible
for their training end discipline snd whom they serve in sll
capacities. *‘his practice has the sdditionsl feature of
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segreggating the ~ brothers and sisters during puberty when

- enforcement of the incest taboo is most crucisl. The

wamembe) for this uncle-nephew relation is the Hside rationsiizstion
thet maternal cere makes boys ummenly. Girls continue to live with
their fathers until marrisge slthough his suthority over them

ends with pubertyo The reletively large role he plays in the
daughter's marrisge ritusl is interesting,

LEGAL STATUS OF WIVES:

‘*he funetion of bride service 1s to estsblish s man's rights
in personsm over his wife, Her linesge retsins rights in dem.
There is no community property in merriasge., *“he inherits from her
own lineage, i.e., from her mother, while her hubband ihherits
from his mother's brother. 3She participates in the councils of
her lineage and . can become a2 shesman or inherit 2 chiefship. If
she is injured her husband has no right or duty to avenge her as
this is the duty of her own lineage. “he is the representstive
of her kin group in her husband's household if he is hesd, gnd all
his deslings with her kin are conducted through her.

Lf the husband commits adultery, his wife's mother is
entitled to demsges. If the wife commits sdultery, her lover is
lisble for dsmages tq be paid to her mother while the husbsnd is
left to svenge him f. However, extra-maritsl relations with
clsssificstory brothers in lew or sisters in law respectively sare
no considered sdulterous.

INHERITAWCE:

The rules of inheritance specify thst s man's property pssses
to his younger brother, or lacking brothers to the eldest sister's
son, or lacking sons to g sister or mother. Thew estste, consiédXing
of names, crests, songs and other 1ncorporeal goods as well ss
title to resl and personal property is never split end descends ss
e whole to the heir. The heir is slso obligated to marry the
widow. Niblack stastes "In case he is alresdy married, the next
in succession tskes her." (Ibid., p. 25l4) Dawson remarks thet
polygemy seems to be restricted to chiefs, but he was asble to learn
of only one cgse in his time in which a Skidegate man hsd two
wives, Ustensibly the custom was more prevalent in ealier times,

(Ibid., 130B) My informant Peter Hill never heard of polygsmy
for chiefs but gsald thet if one of the chief's nephews were
single he mpight marry the widow. (Stearns, Field Hotes, OL4/15)
If the widow were young or her previous husbend illustrious her
chances of remerriage were good. If she was sent back to her
lineage an’ indemhity must be psid.

The widow herself receives nothing from her husbend's estate
since theoretically she has her own dowry snd personal property.
In practice 1t seems shw was often left destitute, her substsnce
having been sppropriated by her husband em his sueccessor. "When
a mon dies, his wife takes only & blanket." (Stearns, F.N. 010/7)
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Willie Mebthews, presept hereditery chief of Masset, told me how,
when his fsther died, g%& father's brother, 2 "Big Shot" who wss
merried six times, musrxthex took over the big house on the hill.
Willie's mother Kate came bsck "with hardly s stitch of clothes"”
to live in & little shack behind her kinsman George Weha's house.
willie end his sifter lived inside the big house with their Uncle
George and several slaves (ostensibly free by this time, 1897).
(Ibid.) As s member of Wehs's lineage, the most powerful in
Massset, Kate wes probsbly entitled to property of her own, but
her son remembers her as & destitute widow untli she memarried
several years later.

Another exsmple 1s provided indirectly by Dswson's notes
on Tlell, & rich tract of country midway down the esst coast of
Upgham Island. ' "The region csme into the possession of (chief)
Skidegate as the property of his wife but was afterwards given
by him to the Skedans of thst day 23 8 peace offering for the
wounding or killingbf one of his (Skedesns) women. “he trect now
belongs to Bkedsns and is valued ss s berry ground." (Ibid., p. 165B)

The rules, to summsrize, provided for the remsrrisge of
widows and their economic independence, but it seems that these
rules were consistently broken. *he practice of turning widows
out at their husbend's death wss described to me by seversl of
the old people ss "a very cruel custom,” which implies thst it was
modal behsvior. Peter Hill expleins that chiefs valued the lend
where their uncles used to live. Widows did not belong to theirfué;:)
femily esnymore and had to leave unless there was a msn who could
.marry them. (Stesrns, F.N. 04/23-2)

Anpdlasr source of tension over disposal of the inheritsnce

waes the exclusion of sons from the patrimony. It is exiomstic

that the symbolic property which is the chesrter of the group and
legitimizes its existence must not pass out of the hands of group
members, #nd yet Swanton records, "If s men were very fond of
his children he might give them the right to s¢  some of his

crests but these must be surrendered ss soun as the children married.
Occasionally a crest of this kind wa%kept through life and
according to tradition one or two crests were given by the man
who flrst cbtained them to his children, end thus to the other clan.
(1909, p. 107) The rule that the inheritsnce not be split worked

to the disadventege of sons and younger nephews slthough it seems
that srticles of perscnasl property were occssionslly given to these
persons., Rarely s man willed his house to his wife or son.

DIVORCE:

Divorce waes spperently a simple matter in which the wife
went back to her father's house and marriagegifts were returned.
Adultery was grounds for divorce but - 4 know of no cases in
which much %8s made of this. Usually the spouses just began living
with someone else, '
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An informal relationship which might be considered an
alternate to marriage was the practice of teking a temporary wife,
A man whose betrothed was too young for marriage might bring a girl
home with no formelities of any kind., The couple was simply found
together orning and they continued to live together until
his legiﬁi%%%ggﬁgfe was ready for him., Vifficulties srose when
the young men wouldn't give up his love mateh and feud was the
frequent result. This sort of srrangement wes welcomed by the girl's
femily if the young men were of high rsnk, OChildren from such

a union were received by the girl's lineage with no stigme whatever.
(Swanton, ibid., p. 50)

INCEST:

# marriage system based on exogamy cannot tolerate clsssif-
icetory insest. Ythose who break the incest rule are punished by
public scorn and loss of stestus. "They become like slaves,"
and so are symbolically and effectively expelled from the system.

There is snother category of sex behavifld which cannot be
clesgssified 2s an alternate to marriasge slthough it overlaps in
obvious weys. This is & . - .2 prostitution which will
be exemined presently ss an economic institution with profound
implications for structursl change.

ADOPTION:

Adoption is the process of sssigning or changing group
membership of sn individual. In this menner outsiders are assimi-
lated into the system.For exsmple, slaves fthen freed sre adopted
into the linmage their mother was attached to. When practiced by
chiefs, mdafp adoption ig itself sn institutional alternate to
normal succession. According to Yawson, a msn wishing his own
son to succeed him, gave the infant to his sister to suckle. "The
child is then spoken of s belonging to the aunt, but after it
atteins 8 certsin age may be returned to the reslmother to bring
up." (Ibid., 134B) When & chief dies without close kin, e
distent male relstive mey be adopted by the widow or by a2 sister
of the deceased and thus inherit the property and position,

These seem to have been mechanisms to counteract depleted lineage
emembership while maintsining the fiction of metrilineal succession.

A different kind of practice-~~that of extending protection
end sccess to other lineages in & town=is 6ccasionslly and
lcosely referred to as adoption. (Stesrns, F.N. 07/10
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RITUAL KINSHIP:

Merrisge as g mechanism esteblishing friendly relstions over
wide sreas 1s insignificant in contrast to the institution of
ritual kinship. The funcfion of riétusl kinshlp wss to provide
safe contact through hostile territory. Ei@man$s—e¥—eempgnen*6%&2‘/
funetions were the estsblishment of trading relations, chennels
for exchange of csptives, and for the circulation of crests, sn
nsmes, dances and other ritusl properties.

The relation links two Haids linesges of the same moiety, or

a Haids lineage with a lineage or clan of equivslent crest on the
meinland., Partners to en intertribsasl relationship regsrded other,
unrelated groups &s their fictive kin did. This shared cognition
1mplied the observance of exogamy. "A Haids marrying into another

ribe slwsys avoids a certain clsn emong them, the members of which
for one reason or snother, he considers his friends." (Swanton,
ibid., p. 66)

Dawson describes the menner in which protection was extendsd:

An Indian nm arriving at a strange village where he may
apprehend hostlility, would look for a hoUse indicated by its
carved post as belonging te his totem, and make for it. *he
mester of the house coming out, mey if he likes makega dance
in honor of his wvisitor; but in sny case protects him from
8ll injury." (Ibid., 134B)

A further implicstion ¢f the extension of kinship obligations
to members of "friendly groups" is redemption from slavery. To
cite Vewson again:

cso8hould an Indian be captured as a slave by some warlike
expedition, end brought into the village of his csptors, it
behoves anyone of his totem, either men or woman, to present
themsiives to the captors, and singing s certain sacred song,
offer to redeem the captive.Blankets and other property sre
given up for this purpose. Should the slsve be given up,

the redeemer sends him back to his tribe, snd the
relstives pay the redeemer for what he has expended. “hould
the cesptors refuse to give up fhe slave for the property
offered, it is considered rather disgraceful to them, {(Ibid.)

-ﬂa—see—hUW'%ubTiu epinhon was mobilized to enforce observance
of the rules. This practice was very profltable since ﬂonsiderable
interest was expected on his investment by the "redeemer."

The importsnce of these relstionships was greater in pre-
contact times when wer wes incessant, for perties to such a contract
did not mske war on esch other., X~ater, when the Hudpn Bay Company
establidhed a "guest house" at Fort Simpson for the thousands of
Indians coming to trade, the visitors still preferred the hospitslity
of their related linesge in the nesrby Tsimshisn village., In
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1866 the Hsidas received permission from the Tsimshian to erect
their own Haide style community house nesrby. (Niblack, ibid., p.337)

Suech relationships were contracted by the lineage heads, were
binding on all members of the kin group, end were hereditsry,
They were accredited by myths. The "friendship" between the great
Haida chief Gidsnst {(corrupted by the whites to ®kedsnz) and
the Wsimshian chiei of Kitkstla whose title was Djebase, was
supposed to have originated when the latter came down with his
people in two cenoes from the Nass. Halfway between their ultimate
destinations, the two cences stopped, e song wes sung and they
seperasted, one continuing on to found Skedans and the cther settling
et Kitkatls. After this the qgﬁ chlefs slwsyg treated esch other
g8 brothers., (Swanton, ibid., p. 79)

Skedsns became the cultural cinter through which new trasits
were Imported--ceremoniasl epparetus, dsnces, songs--elements of
ritual which lost thelr sacred character in the tresnsplantation.

The seal to such s contract wes the exchange of nsmes. When
the whites cazme, the Indians sought to incorporste them into the
treditionsl system in this menner. When Cept. Douglss of the
Iphigenie enchored off North Islend, (June 19, 1789) he was
welcomed by the ranking chief of the area, Bglack Gunia.

After a choral concert of twc hundred voices, "he psid Capt.
Douglas the compliment of exchanging nsmes with him, sfter the
mauner of the chiefs of the 2endwich Islands." (Dswson, ibid,

Po 157B) Whether becsuse he took this ritusl seriously or becsuse
he expected recompense, Plack “Yunis werned the captain of a reid
plotted by 8 number of the Indisns. His reward wes forthcoming.,
The name of "ouglas"” became in time the propsrty of Albert &dward
tdenshaw s#hong with the title of "friends of the whites." Douglas’
neme was last swsrded toc & living grendson of old Albert.
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Vi. PROSTITUTION

: A soclety cen toleraste s certain latitude in the sexusl
behavior of its members. ~&s—tresbeon Jcon, laida. society prescribed
certain relstions in which joking relstions snd license were
expected, Lxtra-merital affadrs channeléd into these relationships
cgused no conflict in roles and therefore no threat to the
structure, Other unions were considered sdulterous and oBBenders
subject to payment of demages to the lineage whose rights were
infringed. *n the ssme veliln, 2 husband's neglect of his wife
by conmitting adultery with other women was likewise considered
en injury.by her linesge.

Legal actions were undertaken by the matrilineege in order
to protect its right of controlling the sexual activities and
children of the female members. It 18 by regulating the interre-
lations of members that the kinship ﬁﬁﬁﬁgm performs its besic tesk
of recrulting new members. +mplicit is the view of sex potential
not as san intrinsic quslity of the individuel, but as s property
held by the corporation., A msan scquires rights of sccess by
performance af bride service and exchange of goods with his wife's
group. What heppens then when a social attribute becomes sn eco-
nomic resource, when sex relstions become a commodity to be dis~
posed of-outside the system? A 'society can afford deviastion
by 2 smell percentsge of i1ts members, but when prostitution
becomes -institutionalized gs a modal actlvity, traditional modes
of recrultment snd allocation of social tasks are invalidated.

. Prostitution is on institution with sn economic aim orient-
ation., Its task is markeulng sex relations outside the system.
The goals lay both within the system snd without., Prostitution
was seen 28 2 mesns of accumulating wealth with which to achiwwge
stetus end prestige through potlatching, and as a mesns of earning
the new goods, especislly liquor, but also guns and clothing.

While there-is no way of determining how many women engaged
in this ectivity, the only formal requircment was sexual maturity.
the trede was sometimes practiced at home in the villages, where
feasting and merrymeking had traditionelly enlivened the long
winters, White men took +ndian girls on bosts snd put them ashore
when they became pregnant. Meny women sccempanied white men to
other places, lesviﬂg their Indisn husbeands and children behind.
uameuimes they sent their half-breed children back to be raised

their famllies°

Often whole families went to the cities, where the women
gsupported her husband and children and asccumulsted blankets. As
in other rursl-urbsn movements, it is the mobile nuclesr fanily
which is best suited to the new conditions. In these circum—
stences, prostitution must be considered s vsriant of the nmigrant
labor pattern which t~ok families or groups of young people to.
the hop fields, the berry fields and the potato fields of the
northwest at harvest time.
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The opportunity for wege esrning by women as well as by junior
male members of the lineage had far gching consequences for the
traditional system. Their statu§’#§§36hanged from unpeld dependent
worker to entreprensur. The effect on the maerrisge relstion seems
to be less drastic than would be expected. "here nuclesr famlilies
migrated together, relationships shifted, the husband assuming
the suthority formerly reserved by the women's linesge. Her eco-
nomie activities boosted his prestige while women seem to have
competed with esch other in the earning of blsnkets. Here the
competition is not structural but individuselistic.

Despite its economic motivation, it is ridbculous to consider
prostitiibion ss 2 new source of wealth for the system. IHere men
wes marketing not the rew materials of his enviromment but the raw
materials of his society.

Niblsck notes several structural features which facilitated
the rapid incorporastion of this complex:

The chief demorslization in thés region has been smongst
the women, bmought about by the independent position thpy
occupy in the social orgenization of the tribém by the
peculiar laws or customs relating to marrisge by purchsse,
and by the right to return a female to her people in case
she proves unsatisfactory or undesirsble., (Ibid, p. 346)

It was @ short step from the concept of sexuslity ss a prop-
erty to sexuslity s2s & commodity.

This femiliar story of the "demorslizstion of the native",
in which rum, prostitution, and disease are related elements,
began in 1787 when Zuropssn ships began visiting the Queep -
Charlottes to barter for se otter furs. #fter they had osed
of their furs, including the garments on their own and their
dependent's baecks, the Hsldas, ever willing to esrn a blanket,
begen offering their wives, daughterg, sisters to the willing
mariners., When the fur trade slacked off in the 1830s, Haids
economy experiended s recession., The Hudson Bay Yom y estaebe
lished @ trading post at “ort “impson in 183l, snd their steemer
the Pesver plied up and down the cosst. There were few other
contacts with whites. Jthe gold rush of 1849 brought s swarm of
adventurers to the islands. Mining wss severely haypered by the
interventlon of the Hsidas., Their habit of plundeiting wrecked
vessels and enslaving their crews motivated most travelers to
keep out offi thekr wesy. Fort Vietoria had been established on
the southern extremity of Vancouver “sland in the 18,0s,
Begiawitg Fh 1853, the Haides began making the 500 mile journey
in theilr sixzty foot cenoes. +ndiens from 2ll over the area found
these white settlements irresistible and they encsesmped outside
themm by the thousands. No power in trasditionsl society could keep
them home, The frontler outposts of white civilization hed too
few resources with which to control so many.
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Lineage heads had control only over the members of their
own househokds end it wss these dependent members who were most
likely to leave., *®fter slaves were freed, many of them left
also, Public opinion could not be mobilized to uphold the old ways
in the face of what aprpeared to be more equitsble access to the
world's goods., Sometimes individuels were able to influence thelr
own relatives but often ss not those in suthority were in the wvan.

The church sppeared on the northwest cosst long after the traders,
The first Anglicsen missionarg, Wm., “uncanw arrived st Yort Simpson
on the meinland on Uct., 1, 1858, In 1876 Wm. H. Lollison went
to Mssset on the Queen “herlottes to found s mission.

The fledgling colonial government had no means of controlling
the unscrupulous traders who sold adulterated liquors to the
Indiens., -Hudson Bsy Compsny suffered finsncisl loss when it
attempted to restrict the ssle of liquor.

It goes without saying thst these events had disastrous
consequences for the society. +n 1787 Dixon had remarked st the
large numbers of children seen in sll the villages. (p. 237)
in 1878 Dawson recorded, "Very few children sren now seen sbout
some of the villages, the women resorting to Vietoris for purposes
of prostitution. *heir husbsnds, be it said to their shame,
frequently accompany them and live on their ill gotten gsins."
{(Ibid., 130B) These sorties down the coast were enlivened by
raids on villeges of other tribes of the masinlend cosst and Van-
couver +gland. Reh “hen the deveststing smsllpox epidemic of
1862 struck Vietorias, thousands of natives fled homeward taking
the plague with them. Whole villages were wiped out, but when
the eplidemic subsided, back ceme the survivors,

With the decressing population of the islands, village
after villege was absndoned as the lineage remnants consolidated
in focel settlements. In Vawson's time only one villsge on the
west coast wes still occupied. +n the inhabited places, many
of the houses were felling 4into decey, while in other of the great
community houses only two or three people still lived.
In the sixty yeers between 1840 and 1900, the populetion deilined
by ninety percent,
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The logic underlying the orgenizstion of this psper requires
the exsminstion of each institution of ilgida society: 1isolstion
of elements, summery of behaviors, etc. with particuler sttention
being paid to alternstes and variations of behsvior snd their
implications for structursl change. It was observed that
qgﬁstitution ceunot be considred and an slternste to marriage
although it is certesinly a form of sexusl behavior% “hst is
to say, the element shared by both institutions 1s sex relstions,
ihe tasks asssocliated with the element in each functional context
sre ‘contradictory. This is no problem unless both institutions
become universsl and then the conflict disrupts s#f socisl
relations.,

One function of sex relations in msrriage is to provide
new members of soclety. Its function in prostitution is to
provide weslth. Un snother level these pfgboses coriplement
each other. For exemple, it wss seen that the wife's economic;g
sctivities bolster her husbsnd's prestige and position.
Prostitationts lethel effect on the system results
primerily from 1ts related side effects: the drsining off of
personnel in pursuit of extra-systemic goelsj decresse in repro-
duction because of sterility end desth, disease and death of
present members.

We shell find another Iinstance of this in studying the
institutions of warfsre and potlatch where common elements in
both institutions are complementery on one level and contradictory
on snother,




VII. PROPERTY

the ecomomic institutions of & soeisty sre those concerned
with meeting the material needs of a population. Two saspects
of the productive system will be considered here, first the ways
of controlling the means of production, orthe institution of
property, and second, the organizstion for prodnction whiich ineludes
the divdsion of labor sccording to sessongl and sexual rrinciples.

Property may be distinguished on the bhasis of its functions
g8 symbolic or economic. ©Oymbolie property, the function of which
is to emphssize snd personify linesge unity as well ss individusl

rank and status, includes crests, songs, dances, names, and
titles to town-sites. 'These types will be considered in a lster
section. '

mconomic property, with which we sre here concerned, includes

title to resource areas, copitsl and personsl property. "Resource
sress" s the term is used n Northwest cosst ethnogrsphy, refers
to locetions where the fwod and industrisl materisls used by the
culture csn be gathered. In aboriglnal times, three fourths of
the food was taken from the sea. The five varieties of salmon
comprised three fourths of that, with cod, hslibut, shellfish,
herring spawn, and eulachon oll making up the rest. Twenty
prer cent wss made up of vegetables and fruits: 1ily roots, the
inner bark of the spruce, hemlock and cedsr dried and made into
cakesg; certain species of seswced dried in cskes; berries--salsl,
strswberry, elderberiy, end crsbapples. ierhaps five per cent of

the food supply was made up of eggs, seals, waterfowl, whales, snd
bear in sesson.

Before contect only s native tobacco plant was cultivated,
but the very earliest explorers seem to have introduced the
potato. iy the end of the nineteenth centruy potstoecs hed become

8 steple in the diet snd sm sn export. T[he cedar provided raw
meterial for houses, dugout canoes, totem poles. The berk was .
used for clothing snd mats. :

1here was no co‘munal”pnnpertg.or virgin territory on the
Queen “Yharlotte Islsnds., rher interior of the islands was seldom
visitedy but the whole cosst line, bays, lskes, stresms--anywhere
thet slamon might enter st spawning time--was divided into family
tracts, »msall creeks were owned by individual families but the
few large rivers such as the Yakoun snd Aln were divided emong
several, or owned by one powerful househodl snd sections of it
leased to other groups. Whales and sees lions and 8ll flotsam and
JGtsnm weshed up on the beach belonged to the hesd of the group
owiing that section. W e possible, villages were located on the
open cosst near the halibut banks but other groups migrated to
fish csmps nesr the banks. Berry patches and offshore rocks where
sea gulls laid their eggs were claimed by individusl groups ss :
their private preserves. ‘
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Boundaries were extendedfsr out to ses giving the right to
shoot seeg otters and seals snd fish on the halibnt banks,
"These tracts are considered as strictly . personal
property, and sre hereditsry rights or possessions, descending
from one generstion to snother according to the rule of succession.”
(Dawsdn, ibid., p. [[7B) They could be sold, rented, or given up
in payment of damsges. (3y renting I mesn that s charge is levied.
for temporery access, Thus, the Ninstints #aida charged the
Tsimshian for the privilege of hunting sea otters off Caspe St.
James.) Families without land of their own psaid for the right
to pick berries or fish sfter the owner had finished.

Rights in property were established shrough priority of
occupanecy, purchase, inheritance, or ss compensstion for injury.
An exsmple of the lestter is the trensferring of +lell to Skidegate.
(see-po V/7) These transsctions were certified by the myths and
treditions which formed the charter of esch ¢roup., Tifle was
8lways hsnded over formally so there could be no doubt of the
S lepitimacy of s group's claims. Possibly the transactions were
e _3sometimes recorded on totem poles, but these have not often been
H*»ﬁ}J anslysed from thast standpoint. Infringement of property rights
Ci was o serious mastter and often resulted in blood feud.

: Une problem lies in the nature of the "group" which held
title., from the facts given sbove it 1s clesr that title gave
full rights over property. All of the sources sgree in sssigning

these rights to the "family." Swsnton, who uses the term family
to mean linesge, cslls these land hodding groups "households."
Ihis 1is consistent with the chsracterizstion of the individusl
household s the self-sufficient economle unit.

xsminastion of the implications of "Town ownership" 1s
made elsewhere. In passing I wish to note that title to s village
site is 3 politicel matter. Villsge sites are not iggcluded when
surrounding resource sresas change hands. *he reversé ' . is also
true.

SLAVERY ¢

The® terms "capitel™ snd "personsl property" are more or less
interchangesble in a collecting society since the tools of production
are those a man mskes snd uses himself. The productive process
congists largely in the applicstion of labor to raw msterial,
However, humsn lsbor becomes capltsl in the institution of slasvery.

The function of slavery wss to provide an sbundance of
cheap labor to produce the vast surpluses of food required by the
ritusls of raenk. in a collecting society the ratio of consumption
to production 1s such that it is difficult to sccumulate signifi-
cant gsurpluses unless a clsss exists which hss no rights snd cen
be worked literslly to desth. In addition, the existence of a
gervile caste to perform the most menlsl drudgery freed high
ranking members. to perform the prestigious arts and crafts.
This point must not be overdrawn however,
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As chaXtel goods, slsves could be bought, sold, given away
or destroyed in s grand geasture of conspicuous consumption. +hey
were not sllowed to hold property or merry and their children were
glaves also., +‘hey were compelled to wear their halr cut short as
a badge of status, snd women were not permitted to wear labrets,
If a side door were cut intoghe house, they were forbidden to
enter by the f ront door. +heir dutles included the routine drudgery,
fishing, pesddling the canoe, going to war, *hey could he compelled
to sact as sssessinsg, and were the logicsel scepegosts in witcherslt
cases, when old and useless theyw ere killed snd their bodies
thrown into the ses. Only slgves sscrificed st their master's
funersl were buried snd these. were considered fortunate.

The position of slaves is clearly distinguished from that of

. the low clsss femilies sttasched to powerful households. These
persons may be the survivors of linesges depleted by war or disecsase
end incepsble of getting slong independently. TLhese peonéﬁ, such

as the Food Stesmers, (E3b) st oSkidegate, take service with their
kinsmen in exchange for protection. They swell the numerical
strength of their hesd, having some economic significence and
incressing the size of his wser parties., Lthey share minimelly in
the rights snd rrestige of their group, but nevertheless they do
share,

Other writers have emphasised the slave's value as a symbol
of wealth while deprecating his importsnce ss a producer of weslth.
They bese this evsluation on the fact that the slsughter of
slaves st ceremonies is the most Impressive evidence. of the
ebility to waste.

On the other hsnd, since s chief's authorlity to compel
assistance from his own people wes limited, the man with many
slaves resped more profit proportionately. The war chief whose
rolding party was composed primerily of slsves did not need to
pey his crew in kind. In yet snother snd more significant wsay,
slaves contributed to the politicsl power of their master. The
ambitious men who possessed meny slsves wass freed from the necessity
of asking cooperation from kinsmen in every undertsking. e could
act unilsterally without checks on his suthority by snbomdinates,

Slaves were obtsined by cspture in wars of vengesnce, in
sleve ralds, by purchase or by descent from slaves. VYuring the
pre-white ers when Intertribsl wars raged continuously, the Haidas
swept down on the *lingit, Vsimshisn, snd Nisghka villages of
the msinlend. 4in the rrocess y llaidas were themselves slaughtered
and enslsved. One object of reids weas to selze per=ons of high
rank snd hold them for rieh rsnsom. Frequently however, these
persons, rsther then suffer disgrace, resisted so violently that
their captors were forced to slsy them. Crews of coastal vessels
wrecked on the trescherous bsrs were frequently enslaved. <the
stesmship “ussn Sturgess wos bosrded by two parties of Usides in
1852, the ship destroyved snd the crew taken to serve in the Rouse
o' Chief wehsa 8t ilagsset. wventuslly the men were redeemed hy the
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Hudson Bsy Company st fort Simpson.

No distinctlion wos made between ilsida slaves and those of
other tribes, slthough no mester would keep slaves of hisown
crest. Perhaps this had something to do with the practice of
ronging far afleld on slasve rasilds,

The Tsimshisn were middlemen in s very profitable trasde with
the scuthern tribes who kidnapped neighboring Indisns snd sold
them, There was less chance of escspe or redemption when people
were sold fer from home. Ilixape was not alwsys 8 happy alternstive
for slsves who returned gto theilr homes were despised. A great
LRl G ey potlatcg could remove the "bad nsme" which clung

to a former slave. '

On certain occssions slasves were liberated. It was the custom
to free seversl slaves st a housebullding potlateh where children of

high ronking femily wers tatooed snd given coremonlal names.
Liberated slaves were aldowed to go home or sdopted into the linesage
to which they had been sttached,

The value of slaves incressed during the historic period.
Niblasck cites Duun to the effect that st Port Simpson in 1834, " s
full grown sthletic slave who !s s good hunter will feteh nine
blsnkets, a8 gun, 8 quantity of powder sund bsll, a couple of
dressed elk skins, tobscco, vermilion paint, a flat flle snd :
other 1little srticles." (Ibid., p. 252) In 1878 Dawson noted
thet scarclty, due to the suppression of warfsre, had driven the
value up to 200 blsnkets, (or sbout $250 ) (Ibid., p. 134B)

Bstimates of the number of slsves. on the northest coast in
1841 (Simpson cited by Niblack, ibid,,) renge ss high as one third
of the population. John Work's estimste of the population was 6600
for that period, which according to the sbove estimate would mean
2200 slsves on the Queen Charlottes. This strikes me s rather
high but 1 _know of no evidence at this point by whieh to confirm
or reject,

In 1878 Deswson records: "One slave still remains emong the
Gold Harbor Haldas. <+here sre none st Skidegaste or other of the
southern villages, but 8 considershle number at Messet snd the
northern villages." On the bssis of information supplied him in
1932, durdock concludes thaet slasves were never numerous 8s most
households had none and three was the largest number recorded for
2 single household. (1934, p. 17) I reject this interpretation
on several grounds: :

Slavery is one of those unflsttering things which modern
Christisn Haidss believe reflect discredit upon them and sbout
which there is therefore s conspirscy of silence. It 1is in fact
illegsl, sccording to s Messet Ysnd LVouncil by-lew, to c2ll anyone
a slave. 1 wes able to elicit the nsme of only one slave stafifs
family, elthough I discovered this stetus for several more living
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Messets 1n the records. Further, the heyday of slave raiding wss
long pest when HMurdock's informsnts were born and they had no
knowledge of the esrlier sltuation sven were they inclined to
discuss it, Circumstances did not favor prolific reproduction by

g downtrodden caste who were not permitted to msrry and whose
trestment ss described by Collison wss brutsl. When opportunities
for wage lebor opened up, newly libersted slaves would have been
the first to lesve. Since the populstion was reduced by 90%
between 1840 snd 1900, the slave populstion would have suffered the
same or grester ratlio of decresse than their massters.

Slave holding in Alssks csme to an sbrupt end in 1807 when
the U.S. acquired the territory. In vritish Columbis the Super-
intendent of Indisn Affslirs for the province did not try to
abolish the institution sll at once. e issued an order that
slaves were henceforth to be referred to ns tenas and tenas klootch-
men, or little men snd little women. When Coadlison went %o
Masset in 1876 slsves were still in bondagoy slthough Niblsck in
1886 refers to it as ¢ thing of the psst. When finslly freed,
those ex-slaves who did not go basck to the mainlsnd were admitted
to the linesges and later to band membership.

But elthough thelr politicsl stastus might be improved, their
social status was not. Uhsrles llarrison, erstwhile missionsry
at Masset observed in his memoirs published in 1925: "Even st
the present day the descendants of the Hside slaves, although
not now in bondsge, have to Intermsrry smong themselves and are
not sllowed to intermarry with freeborn Hsides." (p. 69)
A grest flurry of excitement wss csused in Magset 8 few years sgo
when the engagement of Pesrl White and Buddy Parnell wes snnounced,
Peerl was a member of & high ranking family while Buddy was the
grandson of & slave. The genersl expectation in the village was
thet Pesrl's mother would never permit®t the marrisge to take plsce.
However, at the wedding fesst the bride's mother gnnounced that
she weanted sll the talk to stop so that the young couple might be
hsppy¥e. <+he groom's father, scting ss tosstmester, devoted the
customary oration to the mirscle of » slave's son marrying s White,

As mentioned sbove, the lissset Band Councll passed s by=law
forbidding the use of the term "slsve" as an eoplthet er—se—referent.
In 1952 one of my informents spent two weeks in jell for sddressing
2 native constsble, who was in fact of slsve descent, ss, "You
dirty slesve, get out of my house.” <The white constable who over-
hesrd the pemsrk made the srrest snd secured the convictlon,
the noé%%ﬁgtg for protecting the office of constable from insult
wes probably responsible for this ectiomp but nevertheless, the
incident made 8 profound impredssion on the villagers. HNo one
would discuss slavery with me sbove 8 whisper. When they did, however,
they spoke of other folks' low clsss background with grest relish,
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PEZRSONAL PROPERTY end WEALTH

Personsl property in this sbciety consisted of hodses,
household furnishings, csnoes, hunting and fishing implements,

articles of trede and dance psrsphernslis. (Niblack, ibid.,p.33L) ‘ﬁ)

In the trasditionel culture wealth wss meesurqﬂﬂigLaﬁamnnggptyﬂwﬁ
skins, hunting snd fishing grounds, slaves, ho 0ld snd personsl
property. The ses otter skin, worth sbout wos the unit of

value, As the supply of skins wss exhausted, the two and a half
point Hudson Bay blanket becsme the universal unit of currency
worth egbout $#1.50. 'he value of all other goods was computed on
this basis.

The copper, s cherished heirloom snd emblem of weelth made
of virgin copper in the form of e large shidd2} to 3% feet long,
12-25 inches wide end 1/1% to 1/8 inch thick wes worth sbout
nine or ten sleves in former times. The sncient ones brought
20-30 ses otter skins in 1804 smong the Tlingit. In the 15705
%ood coprers brought },0-80 blankets. (iliblack, ibid., p. 336)

ounterfelt coppers of Luropeen manufscture were not vslued.
At this time the value of s slave had sppreclated to 200 blsesnkets.
A 10=15 pound box of eulschon grease was worth one blsnket.

In order to give some idea of the type of weslth being
sccumulated in 1886, dNiblack gilves sn inventory of the csche of
8 Klawek chief which was lootéd by white men. "The hooty included
five hundred blenkets, fifty wash bowls (used for esting) thirty
six mirrors, six valusble dsncing robes, snd many other srticles.”
The velue of this tressure was $2000. (Ibid., p. 337)

The only cash value I have ever seen mentioned for one of the
greet communlty houses appesrs in s psper by Jemes Deans. I sppend
his remerks for their interest.

During the summer of 1872 I visited a large newly fimished
house., Leaning ageinst the wall were seversl bundles of
sticks. #ach stick was as thick ss s man's thumb snd two
feet in length, My Indisns told me thet altogether these
bundles contained 5,000 sticks, and that each stick was a
tally for one blanket given sway, or in all 5,000 blenkets.

In those doys s blsnket would cost these people not less

then six dollsrs by the bsle, representing in cash $30,600
paid away in commection with this house. [ told the Indians
that was a large amount to psy for such a building snd I could
not believe it. To this they 8ll replied that it was true.

So I ssid no more, but went and overhsuled one of the bundles.
the guantity of sticks was correct, if the blunke@a Were.

The owner of this house was o skage, or doctor.." &1, p.283)

there 1s s discrepancy in the value of the blanket in the
data cited sbove., There was jore than one grade of HBC blanket,
but the 2% point wes stsndsrd. Hven at the minimum figure of
1,50 the totsl cost of the house would be impressive.



VII/7
LABOR

The division of labor or the sllocation of roles in production
is sn espect of ststus. An snalysils of Hada economic asctivities
will show why preoccupstion with rank was not combimed with role
differentistion ss the basls of g stratified society.

In this soclety there sre two bsses of economic role differ-
enbistion: sexusl and seasonal. DMen hunt, fish, carpenter snd make
war, Women process fish, gsther berries, roots snd cedsr bark,
keep gsrdens snd raslse children. But the division is not rigid.
Women go slong on trading expeditions to help paddle the canoes
and to keep sn eye on the geining, Men piteh in st fish camp
end sround the village., Exemption from msnusl labor is nowhere
mentioned es appropriste to high rank, althouglj Niblsck states
that "A chlef is more or less waited on by his dependents,”" and
thst slaves performed the mesnest drudgery. Peter Hill remarked
thet"n the old days chiefs liked to gilve orders gulte & bit and
their relstives were more or less like servants." (Stesrns, F.N.0L/5)
Types of l1lsbor requiring high degrees of skill were rewsrded by
the society. Chiefs often repaid & skilled carver with s choice
fishing spot or crests far beyond his statiom., Some of the chiefs,
for exsmple Steilta ond Albert BEdwerd Edenshaw's nephew Charlie
‘are primerily remembered for their fine carvings.

A review of the seasonsl cycle gives some ides of working
relationships., During the winter months from mid-November to
mid~lFebruary, storms, heavy sess and long hours of darkness keep
the csnoes on the beach, Feasting snd industrisl activities sare
carried on sround the hearths in the grest communsal houses. In
mid-Februsry the men go sea lion hunting on the west w ast but ere
back in time for the opening of halibut season. If the main
villsge 1s close enough to the halibut banks they bring their
catch back to the village to be clesned snd dried. Utherwide
women sccompany them to fish csmp. Then it is time td intercept
the northwaerd migration of fur sesls, the hunters going in psirs,
one to steer end one to shoot. At the end of the fur sesnl sesson,
men sre off to thelr camps on the west coast to try for ses otters.
A dozen or so cunoes participate, sll the hunters getting & shsare
of, the proceeds except for the men who fires the fatal shot and
his steersman, These two get s double share.

At the 'village this (esrly April) 1s clam digging time so
women, children and slaves are off to the ssnd beaches of northern
Urghem Island to gether shellfish. With the first sockeye run
in esrly June the permanent village is deserted os famllies
disperse to their shaecks snd smokehouses beside their respective
creeks., Here 21l members--o0ld snd young, chief snd slave=--
work feverishly through the twenty hours of deylight to spesr,
clesn snd dry the sslmon. As berries ripen, women gether, boil
or dry them for winter use, Cedar bark snd spruce roots for
meking clothing end household furnishinms are gathered. Huge
cedar logs sultable for csnoes snd totem poles sre hewn down snd
floated to the permsnent village., In some parts of the islands
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herring spswn is collected on gpruce boughs and dog fish livers
sre boiled down for oil., Ilumpbacks and spring salmon echoke the
creeks in July and August, sud in Spptember cohoe salmon begin

a run that lasts into November. Ihese runs mesn frenzied work in
the smokehouse with the result that seversl tons of food sre put
away for winter. Potsto gardens sre tended and treps visited.

In the winter when villsgers reassemble there 1s time for
craft work., Csnoe bullding end the corving of monumerntal poles
1s highly developed, but the same excellence of workmsnship is found
in the boxes, spoons, ladles, dishes, baskcts, clothing, tools
and weapons used in everydasy sctivitles.

The implicstidns of this type of economic orgsnization for .
politicel orgsnization need little emphasis. dxcept for the rare
occasions when & house or totem pole is raised there is no sub-
sistence sctivity requiring a lsrger labor force thsn the household,
Food wss proepared primerilly for domestic consumption snd for
meeting social obligations. A large household could prepsre much
more thsh was needed for subsistence. The surplus was used by the
hesd for the feasts st which the people were "called in." 1In
sddition to the greast quantities of dried fish end berries pre-
served in gresse that were consumed by the guests, sn equal amount
was placed in their dishes and sent home with them. They were,
however, expected to return the plstters hesping full within a
few days. TFood was the commodity given snd exchanged between kin.
These feasts are not to be confused with the potlateh which is
slso characterized by lavish provisions of food,

wxcept for the potato crop which later becsme a source of
income, food was not ususlly bsrtered end so waes not s direct
source of wealth, in the sense thst csnoes or sea otter skins were,

TRADE:
bssed on

Intertribal trsding ¥ ional speclalization was slresdy
well developed on the Northwest oest when they whites srrive
The epening—of—tle fur trede opened a .merket for yet snother
commodity and the Hsidas, by virtue of thelr insular location,
got 2 good share of the returns. In the first recorded visit of
8 trsding ship to the Queen Charlottes, Dixon's chronicler
deserites the scene at Cloak Bay (North Island) on July 2, 1787

There were ten canocs about the ship, which contsined as
nearly 2s I could estimste, 120 people: many of these
brought the most besutiful besver (sic) closks, others
excellent skins, and in short, none come empty~hsnded,
and the rapidity with which they sold them wes a cir-
cumstsnce sdditionally plessing; they fairly quarreled
with esch other about which should sell his cloak first
gnd some sctuslly threw thelr furs on board, if nobody
was 8t hand to receive them; but we took partiailar care
to let none go from the wessel ugpsid. Toes (adzes)
were almost the only articles we bsrtered with on this
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occoasion, snd 1lndesd tliey were taken so very eagerly, thsat
there was not the leest ocecssion to offer anything else,
In less than hslf an hour we purchased nesr 300 beaver.
skins, of an excellent quality.

Most of the trading paerties they encountered as they coasted
down the west flank of the Cherlbttes were small groups of men,
well srmed snd prepsred for trsde or war should the opportunity
arise. Sometimes o few 0ld women accompenied the men and took an
active pert inthe proceedings,

In 183 L the [ludson Bay Comapny established a fort and
trading post st a point on the mainland where tribes from ell
the northern coastal ares had been in the habit of meeting in the
month of September to trade. The function of ritusl friendships
in facilitsting the interrelations of these hostile tribes hss
8lready been discussed, It was estimated that 11,000 Indisns
called et Yort ~impson in 183L. (Niblsck, ibid., p. 337)
The Psimshian moved thelr settlements from Metlskatla snd the
Skeena ftiver to occupy @ place near the post. The llaids came
every yesr to exchange ses otter skins and fur sesl skins for
blankets, guns and ammunltion. ‘hese visits were cormmonly marked
by conflict. (Collison, 1915, p. 89)

Niblack's deseription of trading procedure offers sn inter-
esting contrast with Dixon's.

wvery erticle purchssed undergoes the closest scrutiny. Every
defect is discovered snd the value sesled down sccordingly.
If once a3 certain price is obtained for & commodity of

theirs it 1s adhered to thereafter ss the set price and the
knowledge of such value travels fast., Time and distsance

are unimportant fectors in a bargsin. Lf 200 miles further
on the price psid for s commodlty is considerably grester

the distance 1s reckoned as nothing in golng there to get

the difference. OUn the other hend, in purchasing goods

from the traders they show rare good sense in their selection
of the better guslities, were cheaspness in itself being no
recommendation., (iiiblaeck, ibid., 337)

In 1853, Iudson Bay Yompany bought out the stock of sn enter-
prising trader who had set up shop in Mgsset. The man had o little
trouble when the Indisns broke into his cache of whiskey and
barely escaped with his ™ =:» 1life. The presence of a trading
rost acted ss 8 magnet to the surrounding villasgers who csme to
settle at Masset,

in the native villages, business wgs still being conducted
in traeditional feshipn, Dawsou describes » Tsimshian trading
party which landed gt Cumshews Inlet while he was there. Two
canoes, most of whose occupents were women dressed in cleangﬁa
blankets and with their fsces blackened, psddled slowly up to
the besch, the light sails folded but s strip of red bunting
fluttering from the mast of the foremost canoe. The villagers
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rushed down to help unleosd the precious boxes of eulschon grease

and Weach the c¢snoes. "In half sn hour, the travelers, distrl-

buted among the houses of the village, sre found st their evening

meal, Business does not seem to occupy their sttention; they will
remain here seversl days to #lk sbout that." (Dawson, ibid.,p. 136-137)

With the extinction of the ses otter, the suppression of
warfare and the sbolition of d svery, new forms of locsl economic
specinlizstion emerged. It was reported that in 1834 the Haidas
freighted from 500 to 800 bushels of potatoes to the market at
Fort Simpson. In liblack's time, the Halds canoe was the Cadillsc
of Hecate Strgit. "It is not unusual now," he wrote, "to see
fleets of csnoes coming in from the Queen Vharlotte islands bringing
potstoes and towing new cenoces to trade or sell." (Ibid., p. 335)
Collison observed in the 1870s that " whole fleet of new canoes
sre brought over gnnually and sold to the msinlasnd lndlans, one
proviso being demsndad in the payment being an old or derellict
cenoe in which to meke the return voysge to the islends. Having
obteined thie old cenoes, they set themselves to repair and streng-
then them, znd then filling them with cergoes of fish gresse snd
other provisions, they make the return journey." (Ibid., p. 163)

Despite its recurrent, well-institutionslized naturs,
trade on the Northwest Coast had a remarksbly shallow impsct on
rarticipating sccieties. Cultursl treits such as Tsimshien
donces and songs and fraguents of ritusl were adopted by the Helds
for thelr dramatic effects end wlth none of the intrinslic mesning
sgsigned them by their originastors. +he observance of fictive
relationships, the development of s trade jargon snd the adoption
of 8 uniform currency summarize the effects of trade.



