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The ·project b.~ • ~n deaerll:Mld 1n the original ai,,pl.le$t1on 

and 1n t he 1ntertm ;-~port. lik'-1otty-, 1ta ma1n p:urposa ~s to 

spo,nd a year ~t the N't1 tional l"us~um ot Cnnt.t&l vorld.ng u1 th t be 

enerud ve f'1lea ot 1nf\':J~ ~, tlon iiJn t ho Ts1fflsh1an In(U,ans at 
art t1ah Colu.,ib1e QS ~iV1\';1l ed by [ T. ~artus ~biau. It W8 i ntended 

to gatn control o~r t his wst body of ~;f;l. ttirial "-1. th t ho t111l or 
pre~ r--lng tt rer ~1hlic;et; ion. I-. eec ::.1n..1 ptu"-,ose vtu:s to 1mr.>r-ove 

fflY qtt i l!flc~ttons 1n t 1·~1 .t1$l d. of ~utJutlm work as s1.wh. 

,J!iagl}'tv,,g 

I left Vi c tol"ia on July l, 19,a, nnJ r e tur!1od on July ~l, 

11~59. nw jo1.1rneyo to .und r rom O"t tavn ware m,ad@ by ca.r, t,tnd I 

\f'1s1tea a l :-trr;a numbtu• of ~ ~6\UIS .iD .:wtJ,.. My t n1'!1l)' traV'1lloo 

ooth. waya by atr. Tu p~r .t od r~om J1ly 16, 1958 t o July 9, 1959 
·W'?.lS $pant in. Otta~,., G.X<h:tt;t tor a tv{'.) w-0ek per t od ~~\'ilint at ~00111 

Unt .versity ,,, tt,onding a fJCl"1lrse in mis~um display t~1c.ftatquGe. Bve17 

tac111ty •• •xtended to me bJ th.11J !-latlo~al l-ttlsfflllt and by Dr-. 
I:mrb$au, ao t ~,r.r t 1 vas a.hle t-o -work stendtly nnd tru! tt"ttl.ly tor 
t 11e •nt1re ~ .r!od: 1~ otta'WB• 

It ls n.o-oewt.ry to n~;.reo1.~t. t he gro~t volWIG or tho ttlea 
on fsti/'.l!shien eoei~l OJ'gantzatt.en a~l trad1t1onal bif!Jtory. t'bea• 

are the result of' a1r;lit •u•ona ot t1@14-w,-k by ET. B..1;\)9$,11 

(lkttweea 1911+ and 1'1+?) n.n ('t too $;ddlttonnl c.,ontr1but1one ot ht.a 

1.~ter1,rute.r tt:rtd (!ss1 ~unt Willttffl Beynon ~twen 1916 ru1.,1 19'7. 



The mGt ~rio.l vaa predod1'8Atly 1n the ron ot original fleld 
not81 (s.~e r.;,f thfll tn !)Jr,. BuooQu•s pJ-lftle ahorthar.ld) . !hv 

main task ws to extract the relov~nt 1nf'ormnt.1on trom t be 

fleld notes, having the soorthand tr-ansct'1bed -l~r• necess~ry, 

and a gg~m1Jl$ tt into a.'1. orderl1 f1le or ~Y ow. Tn1& uask wus 

acco9Plishect ftll!y. 
T~ next step 1s th~ nns.lyz!a and ite~rlt!nit t>f' ~e;~ntn of 

t be m~ter1.~1 t'o't' ;)Ub11oati0!1, a.tili a 6tart has b¼(.m, ~d• on t ':1s, 

but is 1mrg$ Job Vatch will r ,iqn.lNl fiev&r.!\, l yet..\ l"S ti'.) eomplute. 

nt&ru'1Sa 
1. 'llte "P1"1~iry aiffl of t.ho projeQt !--,as oo.on nc1'dew4, in th~tt 

anothiir ffCt1v@ aqhol~r nov l:~s ci'..)ntrr;-1 r:,var ~):r. 1:h"lJ:'!l{;tau's 

!s1J1shian d,it.a. Tlw ~i t -j .t•lal r .!11 l ls t i-ito- at l.east thr~e tU viaioru;, 

w>:1e?1 ~111 torn th<;! b$fi03fl for s~pt£r nt~ ;.r-,,1'l;>11c tl t f 1,n:.11 

(a) TsL1.'ftshbtn social org-¥! nl~t.1an 

(b) ?s1m,~d~n Cel'61!10n1t.ls 

(e) Secret 1001ettes &mO!lg ~;::ie Tsimshian. 

(a) Te1!lls1dan •-ocial oi-g•nt~a ttont 
Tb1s :t:I! th<1 uJor tople. nw notea give compltit• c°"~rr1ge tor 

all ot the!} t.-tuntan tr1ben. The Tal11sbleu f ~ll 'into three 

•-i;r.aptd.esl d1vtslonaa 7a1mah1an t)l"OP"F (11 tr1bea), Gttuan 
(? ut:1-t), end IS.ab (3 tr1bGe). ro, aU of t1-w 25' trlbtts tnare 
1• Wo.r~a.tton on tbe f"olloi.dnc to:,toa1 



1:. TrU>,81 Structure• Tho ba,sie klnantp ,Ulita are 

tl1.e "houu.es" or 11noap•1 cut.d ea.oh tribe cona1ata 
ot f'~i'J5 10 to 1+5 such "houses" arf."an;ed !~ order 

of t'ank. 

,. P$rtana1 lam.es• ~cb. "bou.se·• owns a a.took or ne:mes. 

Ab,~ut S1Y.)() n ttfiet have baen liat~, translated and 

anru.yse'1, ~nd a hstrr~ela haw been rt,'¼rle or man:, ~rad1t1em 
. ,. ---: --

ot ortttn or nau11ee. .4\ 1urt h!!S: 1)4,~n •de en tt~ 

analysis are~ description or the e:0,m~lcx naming aystem. 

3. Cre.ertsa M¼cb b··!'Use also ovr1e a m.b'lbur ot ereets1 'lti""r.lch 

it dis-r-,lu7a on to te1' poles ~Thi in a 1.rt$a.t var1t,.1ty of 

otb.;.; r t~:>ms. Th.~~e l'iave: b~<m. listetl tiifiJ! rlescri t-~, th~ir 

tt'~di tions of or1e:1n. bavt} buen a.bst~,~ete<l , ~:i~1 at s~.r-t 

h't 5 bo'Un m-!"ittle on t~oo ~na,lysts 0f t.h.u crest c:1ystum,. 

and ·:i"?•@d. 

'• Trad1t1ona of Or tgi1u &!.ob hou$e oima trad!tiona ,-tr:dnh 

•~latn 1ts ht ;1 tory1 tt• nefflel ~nd oh~t•, ant! ita rit hts 

to t e.rr1 torte•• Thii.-~Q: ~.re pn.rtly ayttiica-1 1 pt!rtl1 t ~Mitttnl , 

ruw it "-e tho cle&J"eat 1n11t·1iht,1 11:!to the $t.:ructur-. and 

gr,ovtb ot tlMt Tsbab!an tMtt10L Most or will be 

s,.abl!shed tn s•~rate liQ:J'U under pr~zation. 1Jy' r>r. llnrbeau, 
but t h%ft ~de ebs;tr~ob or e lup ~bar t~ use 1n the 

preaent s~Jdy• 



~n edd1t1on to the WOl"!Jffltion on ap~1t1e trtbes and 

"bout$••• th~N, 1a meh general inftrMatlon pu~1n1ng to 

soelal otg!:,n.1.r.ation. I bti-ft opene4 files on ~uch t~~,,tca as 

the t>Otl,atoht pbr11titte:s, mttrr1age1 ~•, etc. 

(b) Tsimshian oerencn1alet 

In worklntt t !u•ou:b t h~ f lt1l4 note•• I bec;me evaro of t '1e 
existence or o eDll?lex or eoremoniala -which h.,;s not b~en prfttviosull.J' 

rlescr1bGd tn th$ 11 tet"~tu.re. 'fh&f:I& ttt~1lT•owne4 -nax na,c,. or 

"sp1r1ttt cerumon!~s :U"t:t. th.ii ~oat cn,~raotut'lette ty~ among tho 

Tsimshian, and flre of ffiUch theoretteal lat.arest. ?he dat.a are on 
h.!!.nd for a $4:tpar~.t~ ~tudy o:r $Uc;; h cGre.1?ionl@.l£e. 

(c) Secret aoot~ties O\'.':'itong the 1slash1tUll 

M~t ~ria..l is also oo. ~ nd tor a good 4eser1!>t1on or the 

d1tf'ua1on of ltv$.k1utl secr®t 81'.)CitJti~• to the 'i'1d.1uirit .an ~rul 

tholr 1nte,ttratf.,on into Tsimaht.n <ntlture:. 

'-• S=e time was speat ~ast~ttna Dr . Barbeau 1.n th~ pre~t1an 

or ~ubl1e-~t1ons of hts own, ~11ed on the !sL114Sh1an tl"tH!ttional 

nal'1""1 t1wa 1n the r iles. ?"any or the.s• Mnat1vee contnin 

!.netdental 1nf~t·~ t1ozt on the subJocu d!ttcu~••4 above, and c~rbon 

eop1~a or 11 bout x,o o.f t "1~m wre obtatn-4 for my tile., 

3. My knowledge an4 apprt.te1at1on ot m .H'Utl probleu 1a ger..e1"'61 

•• fflUOb _hllp!"ovod bf the 7ear•s •••oeut.ton vtth the !fat1onal 

MUieUll.1 the vist ta to otlNt ffllRG\llt•• and tt,..e attendance at tho 

courM 1n ••et111 display. Xr:l add1t1oa.., pr•••nce •• or aome 
value to the nettorial Musau,a, eontr1but1nc •~t t~ the 



aoluttoa of sO?!Mt at th$ pio~lo~s thero. A copy of a N!l0ren4um 

I r,ll'epi~ed on e~rta.1n or thetr 1u•obl~s ls enolo••4 V1 th th!e 

N r>ort. 
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