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them up and retired. 

The ini tia.te ae kept in the hEtl.~J.t houae for HC ae still 

under t he influence of the hal~it . e could contact no one ot er than 

thoee that .ere fully initiated in tho tree atageo of the halb t, 

and tlie e only , hi e t hey ere ·earin • thei r t ... ree-rinzcd cedar b rk 

headdreoa . 

vihen it . as a..,a.in tine to rnovc the ini tia.te t .e e e 

rninge .. ere given t e ni t before at ti1e home of the maternal 

and paternal people• the eoundin o t11e na:iJ1( .x. hiotlee b hie 

t hene people lme, th t onother move ould b made in brin ng t e 

initiate back to normal by removin another cedar bo.1·.k ri 

hie head . 

from 

The initiate ae brou h t out and t he hal it chlef came 

for ard as before, and this aa continued until all tne ced~r 

bark r1nge :9cre removed , the ll.o.l.!i t ohicf receiving compeno t.1on after 

each operation • 

. en the final influence ao remove4 the hal,it ou d take 

so .ething f o.m the initiate 'a body and blo it out throu..,h the e:no e• 

hole , then the initiate as free to ming~e ith hhe ot er people 

olf the llouae . \nother perfora.ti on aa de in 1ia ear lob~e. 

Third elev. tion co.m.eo ihcn fae ase ea a m n' e or • 01aa.n' 11 

name. The initiate i 1 then be considered ao fully elevated , naving 

e one through t c tls.rec et e • They ere t.nen eli iblc to at tcna. 

hal it or secret society feasts and to receive illo t the c ota . 

,hen the cnto of an initiate .rave been dvised tn.at t ei 

children should be elevated tney kno that thio 1 a a comroo.nd . uhould 

they no do so the hal it chief ould call in the hald4ogit (oorccrcr ) 

,,ho ould then cause t he d th of the one chooen to be an initiate . 
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t hen the hal,it chief ar oee, ent to the initia te, nd 

pl cod ha h 1da on the 1niti te ' n body ao t hat he ype red to 'be 

lifting the initiate ld thro. in him through the smoAe hole . 

t the same tin1e t JLo initiate e quickly oovored by t, hal~i t 'u 

attendants and disappeared from sight . .i'he initiate ms pl ced 

in seclusion and attended by te tein l unta . exactly a.o in the 

c ee of the firet init1 tion. The initia te as sup oeedly a a,y 

in t he clouds acquiring supernatural po er . ~or the initia te's 

roturn, if the parents ere ealthy 1d in a poait1on to aponoor a 

opectacula r return from the sky journey th• s ould be arr nged 

by t ne gidz ntk group of the officia ting hal it chief . 

Other'- iae , t he initia to•e arrival ould be a nounced in 
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an ordinary fashion by t he t oning of the 1ou.ee of the initiate 

a nd t he aoundin of t he naxn~x hiotles around u .. e houoe . Thuo the 

people would kno t hat next morning the initiate ould return and 

very early, juet at dayb:.rea.k, the initia te ou d ap ear, led by t he 

litit ch er in a. parade in rout 01" the v i ll ..,e nd into the 

hal it house . 
Then t.ae h 1,1t chief and all hio a.ttencianta began to 

dance around the initiate . en they ha.cl fininhcd the lla.lAit 

chief od up to he initiate nd too cedar b rk r1 n from 

t e initiate'o head and led him to a seat . Then the aternal and 

maternal pa ente and r ell;ltives of the initiate brou...;ht out their 

gift s and placed t hem before the a.lit chie1',. , t e aen.i.or ma.1.e1nal 

uncle ope kin , "Thia ie to oompcnoate you,great 14al it , for 

imparting eo e of your great po ere into t nio poor initiate . " 

If the hal it chief a o oatisfied o to the quantity and 

value of these preeente ne immediately told hie servants tog t er 
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dieoueaing the initiate. The parento realized tat the h ldao~it 

group belon ing to tl.e ohiet ere be inning to be active and in or e 

to save the life of the ohild the parenta took 1t to the hal t houae 

' ~or its firot or tei?k initiation. The initiate child as taken there 

by the parents and then given into the care of the paternal unt, 

ho brought the child to here the 11a1,1t chief eat . he then implored 

;jhc hal it chief: " oll ere t oupe.rnatural one, breathe eome of your 

o~or into thio humble ordinary person (? 
l 

..iupernatural one,.. 

~t ). Come, ere t 

Tbc ha.lit chief ate ped don from hio eeat, ent to the initiate 

and placed hie ha.nds upon the child. He awun the child about w1til 

the child disappeared, wide the cedar mattine, hereupon the hal.lit 

ble aa if blo ing the child a ay. 

~he initiate aa spirited anay to hide in one ot the secret c ambera 

of the ha.lit house, under the care of the pate1nal aunt . r;hen the 

hal it chief had cauoed the diaa.ppearance of the child he returned to 

hio seat nd then the matern l uncle nd aunts came to , here he o t 

and placed their ift e in front of him, eayingt "Thia is to help tho 
2 

great hal::.it to 1alk ith hie po er." 

Then lea e1· ift:, ;,ere dietributed to all the ueats. 

The chief bad put a cedar - b rk collar nd a c dar- r rin ed h a~ 

dress upon the child . The child now under the influence of tho lit 

, 
1. ttgal / ina.xd'x 1 l'j1'oonli!.-,.)o / na ga.t *den ; a a ug e?m"> ~ :!to 

come reat in breathe the _po ere your to hurJ le poor ordin y 
aupernatur 1 peraon 
one 

?a wai inaxndx 

t a well reat supernatural one." 

' 2. dam haliY4• 1naxn~x 
will on alk great aupernatural one . 
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chief remained so until such ti.me aa tho chief rid him of the 

influence . Tho initiate could have no oontc10t .1th nyone; he ao 

auppoeed to be in a state of trance and could not speak intelli ibly . 

Mer the hild h d been kept oome time , one n1 ta loud 

oounding or eed hiatlee would be hea.rd at t1e rear of the 

initiate 'a home . Thio announced that t,1e initia te ould take 
I 

it 

of the cedar bark r.tngs the next morning . This called for anotn.,.r 
1\ distribution of wcflth to the chief and all the ue t • \ 

Thio c~remony ould be repea ted a in after another period 

and another cedar bark r11'18 would be removed from the initiate , 

and then there remained only one ring and t ia last ceremony wao 

aorne hat different aa it aa the final one . 

The initiate as ta.ken in a parade in front of the village 

and then led back to the hal it house . There the hal it took 

the laot ring from the initiate ' s neck 4nd th~~n apparently r ped 

something from the body of the initiate and through it out through the 

amo.ke hole . 

Before tl1e ceremonies ere completed an inc1u1on ao made 

on the 1 obea of the initiate1a eare, to eho 'that he had been 
one hal 4it ceremony 

through' and at last the initiat a normal and 

could mingle 1th tho reet of the people . 

The next elevation ould oome several years later, t hiah 

time the initiate ould travel to the neavene and aloo aooume a man's 

name . 1'hio as termed hil .~ (boing to the heavens) . The initiate 

ao again attended ts the paternal uncle and aunt , ho carried 

the gift e to the hal~it chi f seated at the reu of the house , here 

the _paternal uncle addressed the ha.l it ahief: "Come, eupernatural 

one, impart your power into t his humble initiate . " 



Beynon v 2 , 11;,,6- 5'7 9 

----- - ..... 
HALD, OGIT 

lt ,as generally kno n by t he eople t hat it waa tne chiefs , 

rou a of chiefo, which actuall oontrolled the ctivitiee of the 

haldaoeit or witohcraft group. 

Each h.alait or secret society initiate contributed to the 

economic revenue of t he c.c1 of and .ue in turn Jr~de ie 1:fta to the 

g idzontk roup. The initiates ere chos n by thit1 roup and t.uc 

init iates ere divided among the chiefs. There ere to ha.lit 

groupe which all the people joined. either the mi?etia or the 

group. hese were open to all who ere of leaa than 

chiefl y rank . Ther e were to eeoret societies e.mon tne taemaiy~ 

excluaively for t hoee of chi efly rank: the xg f det or cannibal 

eroup, and the ludziata group ho ent about deatroying property • 
• The laka igJt could only bcco •e a ttendants. 

To return to the mi?tl a and ?nui . • the initiates ere 

taken at an early age.aa t here ere to eta.gee in the initiation. 
t 

The first was t he t si?k etage, 1hen the initia te waa a child . 

The gidz6ntk group would convey word to the parents of a child 

especially if they wore wealthy ) that ~t w a time their chi~d 

beo n i t o elevation series. 

In each tribe a certa in house a o deei nated " a t he h lait. 

houee of one e roup . Outside of thie houu ae hu a cedar bark 

ring {lu?i ) to show that only initia t es or members or the society 

could enter t he house . lt meant death for an uninitia ted person 

to enter . hen the parents of a child were told t nat U.eir o ild 

was r eady for elevation they knew t hat tnia was a c o!:lm!llla . lf they 

ignored this command the parento received indirec t word tha t the 

wuta hal it (which was the tel't'l for the chiefly group ) ere 
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