Commission to Enquire into the Condition

of the Indians of the Northwest Coast

September 1887,

2 members J, P, Planta (Province)
C. ¥, Cornwall (Dominion)
Alex Lindsay (Secretary)

Mrs. Morison (Metlakatlah Indien? Interpreter)

Report sent to Hugh Nelson, Lt. Gov. of B. C,

Enquiry opened October 17, 1887 at Kincolith.
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Example of ilndien misunderstanding of full meening of lndien

Act,
n M fur?
Cherles Russ, of Greenville (e sub-chief) - For a Y .y
long time we hevé hed great trouble in our heerts, end we hev@ ™, .
felt very sore asbout our property; but we are all very gled Jole¢”” Lk

you chiefs have come, and that we have a chance to lay every-g ..
thing before you. You have come; you see & few chiefs, the # ‘;M
principel ones, here; but all the chiefs, both those who ere ;. +*

here end many you have not seen, heve but one heart about .7
what 1 am going to speck about. You have heard the chiefs = fo
et Kincolith, and you know what they want. You have heard _@t”*;,ﬂ“

Mountein's and Job's words. My words will be the same, but _J}Mw*,sﬁ
they did not tell you all they wanted; part of it was left : {ﬁw”igg
for me to sey. We ere not going to try to show you how wise f“%ujf*‘
we are, or how much we know, but to tell where our trouble B™ e
is, and what our wants are. . we want is to speak about i’

our property - our land., Ve “to have for ourselves what
Mountain first pointed out to N¥. O'Reilly, as much as we
need to use, and we went the wotds and hands of the chiefs
on both sides, indien and Gove ent, to make a2 promise on

paper - & strong promise - thet/will be not only for us, but , ,L,ﬁ
for our children and forever. ) the first place we did not A
like the neme “reserve," but now it is 2ll right - we waent it g™
We don't went very much lend for~ourselves and the different . i
-villages; but if we have the reserves, there is one thing 4 o
we went with them, and that is“fjgggggz3 We heve no word in 5;4'5
ur lenguege for “reserve." We have the word "land," "our S
| 1end," "our property.” Your neme for our lend is "reserve, 'y 4" "
/ s gy 7 AR
[ but every mountain, every stregﬁ?’and all we see, we call Ny

' our forefathers' land end streams. It is Jjust letely the bl
' white people ere changing the neme. Now it is called the ‘M¢u&”7
| Indien reserve, insteed of the N&&s people's lend., If you
| ask the Hydehs, Aleskes, Stickeens, Bella Belles, and Fort
| Ruperts, they will tell you that all this country is the
. Neas people's lend, end we don't know when any change was
\ made, or when it wes teken from-us. But now it is celled

'reserve” we want the word "treaty"” with it. The change
thet was mede from "our lend" £6 "reserve" was mede by the
white people, and "treaty" is ;9 come from them too. You

heve heard from the other chiefs what we ssk for. We don't
f8sk much for ourselves; we only ask for a little - the land|l

thet Mountein spoke of, up the river, to extend to Greenvill
reserve, end elso the lend on\Portland cenal, where he has a
house. This lend is only & liptle bit compered with what is

outside of it., All these mounté@ins end lands outside of
whet we ask for are for you; (We ere not asking for it. Go
up the mounteins end you will 'see other mountains, with nice
velleys in between; 8all that too is for you - the white

eople. But we went a2 solemn promise - & treaty. In the
past we were a numerous people, 8nd we used a2ll the land;
but!‘we ere not so many es we were, and don't want it all now.

We ere different from the whites. We don't all live in one

plece, but heve to scatter e2ll over the country to meke a |
living. We went sufficient lend now for our numbers, We /
went food, salmon, berries, enimels for food and furs, /
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timber for houses, canoes and boxes, bark for mats. Now }
these things are got in different places, and we want lend
where we cen get them, The lend where we get fruit does not
ield timber; we go to different places for different things%
we—went—e-lerge-piece of-dend, We sre not foolish, end have
not been seying foolish things., We have thought carefully %
e long time ebout what we want, and we don't speak unwise
things to you wise people. We did not ask the Government to °
come and touch our land. They ceme; eand when they commenced,
then we becan to see what we want and what we don't want. And
ow, if the good chiefs a our chiefs put their hands to a
paper, that peper will s with us and with our children,

end children's children, ell will be peeace, and that is
what we went. Our people/used to be numerous, but they ere
killed out by bead things. quor and other things killed

them out. Now the good ome we are increasing asgain,send
we think our people will ome very numerous, and if there is
no peper with them, the no numerous theybecome the grester
the trouble will be. If we meke 2 mistaéL now, we are meking
it not only for ourselves but for our children, who will
suffer. Our children andmzﬁbir children will honour anything
dome by the chiefs present’here to-day, My fether was e chief
Metlekatlah, and my mother a Ness women; that is why I

am on the Nass, My father’did not went his land end his
fether's land celled e reserve; that is why he got up and left
the country for Alaska; &nd we don't like the word "reserve"
"any more than he did; butshow, if we have a treaty, we will_)
be willing to live on & reserve.

Mr, Plante - By the word "treaty" you mean & paper
meking the reserve sure to you, do you not?

C. Huss-- You see we only ask e little land for
ourselves, and outside there is a great deal of land; we
give that to you. Come, now (extending his hends) what are
you going to give us, if it is only a little, with a strong
promise, and then it will be finished?

Mr, Plente - Have you reed the report of the
conference, held let winter with the Government, at which
your delegates were present?

C. RBuss - Yes; ell have read., All Nass and Skeena
Indiens have wanted to know, end heve heerd the words in the
book. The deputetion brought back copies of the report, end
gave them among the Indians,

Mr. Planta - The Provincisl Government hold exactly
the same views with recerd to the Indians' cleims as were
stated et the time of the conference, and they cannot recede
from that position. I hand you some copies of that report
for your use.

lir, Cornwall - There are words of wisiom, spoken
by the late Hon. Mr, Smithe, end reported on pege 256 of
the report of the conference, which you would do well to
translate into the Nees language, so that you might learn them
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by heart. (See Appendixz B.) &w,w::w!«dA
Mr, Plante - The wh le question of the Indian land ‘ﬂﬁfl'f
in British Columbia was settled long ago by law, and the iy

Government cennot go beyond fthe lew. Once the Provineial
Government had the sole charge of the Indiens, but ebout
twenty yvears ago the Imperie Pﬁgliament pessed & statute
celled the "British North Americe Act,"” end under its power
the Queen made an Order in Couneil, uhich edmitted British
Columbia into the Dominion upon certain conditions, These
éonditions, which are known es.the "Terms of Union," heve
the full force of law, and re binding upon both the Dominion
and Provineciel Governments and, of eourse, upon all persons,
Indiens as well as whites, i .this country. Under this lew
(reeding from "Terms of Union" )“'"The charge of the Indians,
and the trusteeship and manegEment of the lands reserved

for their use and benefit,"™ belongs entirely to the Dominion
Government, and ell the Provinclal Government has to do in tha
metter is to reserve ehough 1ands for the Indians' use,

Mr, Cornwall - It is es well for you to understand
thet there is no probsbility of your views s to the land
being entertained. qﬁw

C, Buss - We heer ydﬁr words and you have heard the
never heard before in our lives,”"ﬂhen they made the laws
thet you speek about they hed ever been to see us; they
did not know whet we used or whet we wented. I would like
to ask, sirs, if there was one chief of the Neas present when

thet law wes mede, and whether they asked him to spesk for the |
Ngas people? Or dia they write a letter asking them sbout it?

Why, they never even sent us a letter to tell us it wes done.
You see these chiefs present 1aqgh~‘\We cannot believe the
worde we heve heerd, thet the lend was not ecknowledzed to be
ours. Ye took the Wueen's fldg and laws to honour them. Ve
never thoucht when we did that tha}i she was taking the land
away from us.

Mr, Planta - The Provinq;g; Government will always
perform. the duty cast upon them by clause 13 of the Terms of
Union, by setting apart. and hending over to the Dominion
Government such tracts of land as may be deemed reasonably
sufficient for all the purposes of the lndians, but cannot
go further than that. M

C. Russ - Set it apart; how did the Queen get the
land from our forefathers to set it apart for us? It is ours
to give to the WYueen, and we don't understand how she could
have it to give to us.

o

(Here en o0ld blind lndien named Neis Puck jumps up
and demands & hearing,)

Neis Puck - I em the oldest man here and cen't sit
still any longer end hear thet it is not our fathers' land.
Who is the chief that cave this lend to the Queen? Give us
his neme, we have never heard it.

{

|
|
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C. Buss - Chiefs, we hear the words the Government
hes seid is the lew about the lends end we want to say theat
what the Metlekatlah people have done, in leeving their
lands because the Government said the land did not belong to
them, we will do just the same; we will leave the country
too, We love the land; we love the pleces where our fathers!
greves are end where our children are buried; but we will
leave them end go to a new country sooner than stay where it
is seid “the lands do not belong to us,®™ We want to tell
you chiefs thet we don't want you to persecute us; we don't
want the Government to persecute us or tie our hends like it

did ot Metlskatlah if we leave a great thing. Don't persecute.

us, don't tie us; pey us for the thinss that we may leave
behind, our fisheries, villeges, and improvements. Chief's,
we want to ask you for this: thet you will not make trouble
in our hearts if we leave, but we want you to let us leave
in peace. The Metlakatlah people had trouble after they
left; we went you %o let us leave in peace.

Mr. Cornwell - What do you meen by thet?

C. Fuss - Our words are, "Our land all up the river

end everywhere,” and there are no two words ebout it. <To-day -

we heer from the books it is not our land and thet has broken
us all down; and now if we leave our villeges we want the
Government to pay us for our improvements, then we can leave
in peace and God cen see what has been done.

Mr, Plante - Far from persecuting the lndiens or
tieing their hands, the Government has, as far as pocsible
up to this time, mede every effort in their power to assist
them by reserv1ng large tracts of 1land for the use and benefit
of the indiens of the North-West Cosst, in sccordance with
the provisions of the law, and the claims that heve been
advanced by the Naas Indians for more lend for timber and
other purposes will be fully and liberally deelt with, so as
to provide the indians with sufficient lend for ell nurposes
end to thoroughly secure them in their possession of it.

5:30 p. m. The commission adjourned until 9:30
&. m. to-morrow,
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Devid Mackey - Whet we-don't like about the Government
is their saying this: "We will/give you this much of land."
How cen they give it when it isrour own? We cennot understand
it. They have never bought it £fom us or our forefathers,

They have never fought and conguered our people and teken the
lend e thet wey, end yet they @8y now thet they will give

us so much land - our own lend.S These chiefs do not telk ;
foolishly, they know the land is their own; our forefathers
for generations and generations past had their land here all
around us; chiefs heve had their own hunting grounds, their
selmon streems, and places where they got their berries; it
has always been so. It is not only during the last four

or five years that we have seen the land; we have always

seen end owned it; it is no new thing, it has been ours for '

generations. If we had only seen it for twnety years and
claimed it as our own, it would have been Tfoolish, but it
has been ours for thousends of years. I1f any strange person
came here eand saw the lend for twenty yeears and claimed it,
he would be foolish., ¥We have alweys got our living from ;
the land; we ere not like white people who have eslways

- depended on the land for our food end clothes; we get our
salmon, berries and furs from the lend. Now the reserves
have been surveyed we see they are too smell; one reserve
is in size only enough for one person; the chiefs' hunting
grounds ere outside, also their places for getting berries,
and their salmon streems, and it is very bad. Now I know
the naetive chiefs are good to the white people, so they went
only half of their land. Theyv want from Alequoth to Black
Point, the seme width on both sides of the river; that is
small enough, with the hunting grounds sround it. The chiefs
love the white people and like to see them, and that is the
reason we ask only for this small piece. Yeers ago, among
the indiens, it wes the way if any strengers went on our grounds
to hunt or get their berries, or get their selmon from our
streams, without paying the owners, it was to ceause fighting
snd bloodshed. There is only one thing that can give peaee
among people, that is payment for enything. When we get thet
land we just spoke of, we wish the Government to pay us for

the land outside thet we wish secured to us. ¥We wish to get

a yeerly pevment for it, end we wish it to be written down,

If an sgreement were made of thet kind, and the chiefs would
write their names down, and the Government to do so too, on

the peper, telling us a2bout the yearly peyment for the land

on the outeide, and this paper would be hended down to our
children and children's children, and if the Nees lndians
should increese and their children would see the small piece

of land they have, 2nd although they may not like it, yet
seeing the paper of promise of the-yeerly pévment, they would
be satisfied; that is the principal thing I wish to speek of.
lie, the Indians of Greenville, want another peper bedides

thet peper of promise, after that lend is secured to us, to
tell us thet the lend is ours end that we will not be driven
offs, This peper will slso go down with the other papers to

our children.
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£ You sew us leughing yesterday when Neis Puck got up and spoke,

) because you opened the book and 1d us the lend was the

Yy Queen's and not the lndians'. Thet is what we laughed at. ‘

%?No one ever does that, cleiming operty thet belongs to

_other people., We nearly feinted when we heard that this lend |
“was claimed by the Queen, The lend is like the money in our ,)
pockets, no one has a right to claim it. Ve all agree with
what David said, thet we should be peid for our land outside

of whet we want for ourselves,
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