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Commission to Enquire into the Condition 

of the Indian•s of the Northwest Coast 

September 1887. 
2 members J .P. Planta (Province ) 

c. ~. Cornwall {Dominion) 

Alex Lindsay (Secretary) 

Mr s . Morison (Metlakatlah Indian? Interpreter) 

Henort sent to Hugh Nelson , Lt . Gov . or B. c. 
Enquiry opened October 17, 1887 at Kincolith. 
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;~ 2. fr<A. u .. 7 Example of lndian misunderstanding of full meaning of lndian 

Act. 

Ill .. /., f,.,.,,-A 
Charles Russ, of Greenville (a sub-chief) - For a ,i;,µ.,;-v-~~ 

long time we heve had great trouble in our hearts, and we hav 
f elt very sore ebout our property; but we are all very glad . t,.,J.., 
you chiefs have come, and that ,,,e have a chance to lay every- ~..,, w 
thing before you. You have come; you see a few chiefs, the 
princi-pal ones, here; but a 11 the chiefs, both those who are "-
here·and many you have not seen, h ve but one heart about # 
what I am going to sper k about . You have heard the chiefs 
at Kincolith, and you know what they want . You have heard -~ r,--~_,rP 
riiountain' s and Job's words. My words will be the same, but -f>-1~x' ,J 

they did not tell you a 11 they wanted ; part of it was left ,,>T · ,1 _.; 

for me to say. \",e are not going to try to show you how wise ·t""~~ 
we are, or how much we know, but to tell where our trouble ) JjJ. 
is, and what our ants are. Yf a we want is to speak about 
our :property - our land. e t to have f or ourselves what 
~11ountain t'irst pointed out to • 0 'Reilly, as much as we 
need to use, and we want the vo sand hands of the chiefs 
on both sides, indian and Government, to make a promise on 
paper - a strong promise - thaiywill be not only for us, but 
ror our children and rorever. (.111, the first place we did not 
like the name ' reserve," but now it is all right - we want it 
~e don't want very much land for ourselves and the different . 

-villages; but if we have the reserves, there is one thing 
we want with them, and that is rrreatt) e have no word in 
our lan~uage for 'reserve . n e have the word "land," "our 
land," "our property." ~u.E. n me for our land is "reserve, 
but every mountain, every stre , and all ie see, we call 
our forefathers' land and streams. lt is just lately the 
white people are changing then me. Now it is called the 
lndian reserve, instead of the Na people's land. Ir you 
ask the Hydahs, Alaskas, Stickeens, Bella Bellas , and ffort 
Ruperts, they will tell you that all this country is the 
Naas people's iand, and e don't know when any change was 
made, or when it was taken from us. But now it is called 
ttreserve" we want the word "treaty" ith it. The change 
that was made from "our land" to "reserve" as made by the I 
white people, and "treaty" is t come from them too. You 
have heard from the other chie s what e ask for. We don't 
ask much for ourselves; we only ask for a little - the land 
that Mountain spoke of, up the river, to extend to Greenvill \ 
reserve, and also the land on Portland canal, where he has a I 
house. This land is only a little bit compared with what is 
outside of it. All these mounta~ns and lands o~tside of 
whet we ask for are for you; we are not asking for it. Go 
UP. the mountains and you will see other mountains, with nice 
valleys in between; all that too is for you - the white 
eople. But we want a solemn promise - a treaty. In the 

past ~we were a numerous people, nd we used all the land; 
but.,.we are not so many as we were, and don't want it all now. 
fe ~re different from the whites. We don't all live in one 
place, but have to scatter all over the country to make a 
living. We want sufficient land now for our numbers. e 
want food, salmon, berries, animals for food and furs , 



timber for houses, canoes and boxes, bark for mats. Now l 
these things are ~ot in different places, and we want land 
where we can get them. The land where we get fruit does not 
yield timber; we go to different places for different things; 
we went- a- l:e-I"g p-1ece o.£:...l.-ffld . e are not foolish, and have 
not been saying foolish things. We have thought carefully 
a long time about what we want, and we don't speak unwise 
things to you wise people. We did not ask the Government to 
come and toµch our land. They came; and when they commenced, 
then we began to see what we want and what we don't want. And 
now, if the good chiefs a our chiefs put their hands to a 
paper, that paper wills with us and with our children, 
and children's children, all will be peace, end that is 
whet we want. Our people used to be numerous, but they ere 
killed out by bad things. Liquor and other things killed 
them out. Now the good ~as come we are increasing again,aend 
we think our people will become very numerous, and if there is !JJJt .. 
no paper with them, the mor numerous theqbecome the greeter Jx~-
the trouble will be. I~ e make a mistalre now, we are making I _Gh 
it not only for ourselves but for our children, who will 1.,cJ..c.rf. 
suffer. Our children and their children will honour anything 1.,..)-
dome by the chiefs present here to-day. My father was a chief 

Metlaketlah , and my mother a Nass woman; that is why I Nv" -~ 
am on the Ness. My father did not want his land and his I ,,. •.. 
father's lend called a reserve; that is why he got up and left 
the country for Alaska; end we don't like the word "reserve" j 

-any more than he did; bu ow, if we have a treaty, we will# 
be willin~ to live on a reserve. 

Mr . Plante - By the word "treaty" you mean a paper 
making the reserve sure to you, do you not? 

C. ttuss-- You see we only ask a little land for 
ourselves , and outside there is e great deal of land; we 
give that to you. Come, now (extending his hands) what are 
you going to give us, if it is only a little, with a strong 
promise , and then it will be finished? 

Mr . PlantE - Have you read the report of the 
conference, held lat inter with the Government , at hich 
your delegates were present ? 

C. Russ - Yes; all have read. All Nass and Skeens 
Indians have wanted to know , end have heard the words in the 
book. The deputation brought back copies of the report, and 

ave them among the Indians. 

Mr . Plante - The Provincial Government hold exactly 
the same views with regard to the Indians' claims as were 
stated at the time of the conference, and they cannot recede 
from that position. I hand you some copies of that report 
for your use. 

1r. Cornwall - There are words of w:is:iom, spoken 
by the late Hon . Mr . Smithe, and reported on page 256 of 
the report of the conference, which you would do well to 
translate into the Ne:S language, so that you might learn them 



by heart. (See Appendix B.) 

Mr . Planta - The whole question or the Indian land 
in British Columbia was settled long ago by law, end the ;,.. 
Government cannot go beyond the law. Once the Provincial t.JµJ,,.. 
Government had the sole cha e of the Indians, but about 
twenty years ago the Imperia arliement passed e statute 
called the "British North America Act," and under its power 
the ~ueen made an Order in Council, which admitted British 
Columbia into the Dominion upon certain condition~. These 
conditions, which ere known as the "Terms of Union , have 
the full force of law, end are binding upon both the Dominion 
and Provincial Governments , and, of course, upon all persons, 
lndians as well es whites, i this country. -under this law 
(reeding from "Terms of Union"), "The charge of the Indians, 
and the trusteeship and manegement of the lands reserved 
for their use end benefit," belongs entirely to the Dominion 
Government, and all the Provincial Government hes to do in the 
matter is to reserve ehough lands for the Indians' use. 

Mr . Cornwall - It is as well for you to understand 
th~t there is no probability of your views as to the land 
being entertained. 

C. Russ - 1iVe hear your words and you have heard the 
words of our chiefs, but the words you have read to us we 
never heard before in our lives. When they made the laws 
that you speak about they had never been to see us; they 
did not kno what we used or hat we wanted. I would like 
to ask, sirs, if there was one chief of the Nae s resent when I 
that law was made , and whether they asked him to speek for the 
Naas people? Or did they write a letter asking them about it? 1l 
Why, they never even sent us a letter to tell us it we~ done. ' 
lou see trese chiefs present lau h. e cannot believe the 

ords we heve heard, that the l nd was not eckno led~ed to be 
ours. e took the Queen's flag end laws to honour them. We 
never thought when we did that that ~he was taking the land 
away from us. 

Mr . Planta -
perform . the duty cast 
union, by ~ttil}g a ar 
Government such tracts 
sufficient for all the 
go further than that. 

The ProvinciaJ. Government will al~ays 
u-pon them by clause 13 of the Terms of 

and handing over to the Vominion 
of land as may be deemed reasonably 
purposes of the Indians, but cannot 

c. Russ - Set it ap 0rt; how did the Queen get the 
land from our forefathers to set it apart for us? lt is ours 
to give to the Queen , and we don't understand how she could 
have it to give to us. 

(here an old blind .Lnd ian named Neis Puc le jumps up 
and demands a hearing.) 

Neis Puck - I am the oldest man here and can't sit 
still any longer and hear that it is not our fathers' land. 
ho is the chief that €2:BVe this land to the Q.ueen? Give us 

his name, we have never heard it. 



C. Russ - Chiefs, we hear the words the Government 
has said is the 1 w about the lands and we want to say that 
what the Metlakatlah people have done, in leaving their 
lands because the Government said the land did not belong to 
them, we will do just the same; we will leave the country 
too. e love the land; we love the places where our fathers' 
graves are and where our children are buried; but we will 
leave them and go to a new country rooner than stay where it \ 
is said uthe lands do not belong to us," 'le want to tell 
you chiefs that we don't want you to persecute us; we don't 
want the uovernment to persecute us or tie our hands like it I 
did at ~etlakatlah if we leave a great t h ing. Don't persecute . \ 
usy don't tie us; pay us for the thin~s that we may leave 
behind, our fisheries, villages, and improvements. Chiefs, 
we want to ask you f'or this: that you will not make trouble 
in our hearts if we leave, but we want you to let us leave 
in peace. The Metlakatlah people had trouble after they 
left; we want you to let us leave in peace. 

Mr. Cornwall - What do you mean by that? 

C. rluss - Our words are, "Our land all up the river \ 
and everywhere, 11 and there are no two \l90rds about it. 'l'o-day 
we hear from the books it is not our land and that has broken 
us all down; and now if we leave our villages we want the 
Government to pay us for our improvements, then we can leave 
in peace and God can see what has been done. 

Mr. Plante - Far rrom persecuting the Indians or 
tieing their hands, the Government has, as far as po~sible 
up to this time, made every effort in their power to assist 
them by reserving large tracts of lend for the use and benefit 
of the Indians of the North-West Co ast, in accordance with 
the provisions of the law, and the claims that have been 
advanced by the Neas Indians for more land for timber and 
other purposes will be fully and liberally dealt with, so as 
to provide the Indians with suf ficient land for all purposes 
and to thoroughly secure them in their possession of it. 

5:30 p. m. The commission adjourned until 9:30 
a. m. to-morrow. 



' I 6. 
David Mackav - What w -don't like about the Government 

is their saying this: V "We will give you this much of lmid." 
How can they give it when it is pur own? We cannot understand 
it. They have never bought it om us or our forefathers. 
They have never fought and conquered our people and taken the 
land~ that way, and yet they say now that they will give 
us so much land - our own land. 'fhe se chiefs do not talk 
foolishly, they know the land is their own; our forefathers 
for generations and generations past had their land here all 
around us; chiefs have had their own hunting grounds, their 
salmon streams, and places where they got their berries; it 
has always been so. It is not only during the last four 
or five years that we have seen the land; we have always 
seen and owned it; it is no new thing, it has been ours for 
generations. If we had only seen it for twnety years and 
claimed it as our own, it would have been foolish, but it 
has been ours for thousands of years. If any strange person 
came here and saw the land for twenty years anct claimed it, 
he would be foolish. we have alvrnys got our liv.ing from 
the land; we are not like white :people who have always 
depended on the land for our food and clothes; we get our 
salmon, berries and furs from the land. Now the reserves 
have been surveyed we see they are too small; one reserve 
is in size only enough for one person; the chiefst hunting 
grounds are outside, also their places for getting berries, 
and their salmon streams, and it is very bad. Now I know 
the native chiefs are good to the white :people, so they want 
only half of their land. They want from Alequoth to Black 
Point, the same width on both sides of the river; that is 
small enough, with the hunting grounds around it. The chiefs 
love the white :people and like to see them, and that is the 
reason we ask only for this small :piece. Yeers ago, among 
the Indians, it was the way if any strangers went on our grounds 
to hunt or get their berries, or get their salmon from our 
streams, without paying the owers, it was to cause righting 
end bloodshed. There is only one t hing that can give peaee 
among people, that is payment f or anything. When we get that 
land we just spoke of , we wish the Government to pay us for 
the land outside that we wish secured to us. We wish to g et 
a yearly :payment for it, and we wish it to be written down. 
Ir an agreement were made of that kind, and the chiefs would 
write t hei r names down, and the Government to do so too, on 
the :paper, telling us about the yearly payment for the land 
on the outside, and this paper would he handed down to our 
children and children's children, and if the Naas Indians 
should increase and their children would see the small piece 
of land they have, and although they may not like it, yet 
eeeing the paper of :promise of tne "·• ye-arly. :payment, · they vrould 
be satisfied; that is the principal thing I wish to speak of. 
Ve, the Indians of Greenville, want another paper besides 
that paper of promise, after that land is secured to us, to 
tell us that the land is ours and that we will not be driven 
off. 'rhis paper will also go down with the other papers to 
our children. 



' ' J 

( You saw us laughing yesterday wh~ Neis Puck got up and spoke, 
because you opened the book and ld us the land was the 
Q.ueen's and not the J.ndians'. '1 t is hat we laughed at . 
No one ever does that, claiming p~operty that belongs to 
other people. e nearly fainted when we heard that this land 
was claimed by the Queen . The lend is like the money in our ) 
pockets, no one has a right to claim it. e all agree with 
what David said, that we should be paid for our land outside 
of what we want for ourselves. 
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