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SECRET soc IETY H:FORI.:. T ror rm. Beynon 1948- 50 

An initiate's experience of her initiation into the 9 mi 9 et3=a 

halait group . 

:nform.ant": t.:rs . Julia \/hite , aged about d~ years • 
• ame: i6xs , meaning moon . laxs~ik , g ispaxl6 9 ots 

I was told by rry mother , the wife of suhalait , gispewudwada , 
, ) 

£ispaxl6?o ts, that I had already been initiated as a tsi 9 k . This 

had been my first initia tion ~s a small child , some years before, and 

now I was to complete my initi~tion~ bein5 made to disay~ear and go 

into the neavens . I was 10 years old at this t i1ne , so I remember 

everytning tnat was done . 

First my paternal aunt s took me into the halait's house, 

a nd there my father led me to uhere ni • s 9 wamak, the e:;ispax.16 •-;>ots 

chief , wa s si ttin..; . he addressed the chief; 11 C ome , great 11alai t, 

Come i Fut into thlil.s humble person some of your e:,reat :power so she 

.t'!.ay aiipea1 P.~person among her fellow people . 11 This he re1,iec:...ted 

many times , and as h e finished 11e placed h is gift of blankets in 

front of the chief , saying "This is for tne :powers of the halait to 

walk on . 11 This wa s compensation for t i.Le chief's services . 

There we1·e many other ini tia.tes , as i t was now the season 

of the halaits . ,/hen all the gifts had been placed before h im, 

chief ni • s?wama.k , weari n~ a gweshalait and his neaddress of eagie 

9 amhalait and carryinb a dancing rattle, came to where each initiate 

stood . l e wer e now to be made to disappear into t he u eavens , there 

to gain superna tu::. al powers t.hrou€:,h tr.:.e influence of the hala.i t chief 

vLo directed thell! . The chief waved his robe over me and then ll.la.de 

n1otions of blowing througri his cu~~ed hands up into the smoke-hole . 

-~t the same time the surrounding attendants hid me under their cloa~s 

and I was taken away to a seoret room at t h e rec..r of t.r.1.e house , to 

be cared for by my pater·nal aunt&. 

I was allowed to talk to no one but my pci.ternal aunt , 



r 
who fee. and cared for me . 

1 remet:.ber loohing throut,h a hole in t.ae 11all of the house 

and seeir...L sooe of my ...-,laym"" tes . l:.y aunt nad gone out for a little 

while , and since I was a lone I called out to my ~laymate and we 

spoke through the hole in the wall . Jhe nad never been initiated 

and t .1.ms was but an ordinary person, with v1hom I was not to oine,le . 

I was supposed to be under some str~nge influence, but I felt no 

different than vmen 1 first came to be an ini tia.te . 

"i.i.y aunt came in and caught us a nd reprimanded me severely, 

saying "Yam are no\? being made a peraon, being elevated above 

the ordinary people, so you mus t observe all t ~bus , which means t ~Lat 

you must l'.:.ave no thin..., to do with anyone until the great halai t nas 

withdrawn his halait influence from you . " 

So for oany ~ore days I was kept alone in this secret 

chamber. 7hen one night I neard a loud calling of naxn6x whistles 

outside the ,-,alls , which continued througilout the nie,;ht . .Just 

before midnigl_t several male attendants came for me , and I was taken 

with my paternal aunt to a little hut and hida en at the rear of 

the halait nouse . 

In the meantime , I had a companion who wa s in every way 
~. 

like r.1e , who could pa.as as c; d11utt i'e . 



'y double was ta.o:en a,,ay t he 0..:Une ni:.:,11t , to act in m.y _pl e.ce . ...~ow 

it \·ms time for 10.e to return frou.. the nec..verrn on tne bd.c,.._ of a hu.,;e 
, ) 

swan i n front of tne gispaxlo 9 ts village • .c.arly tha t mornin0 tnere 
, ) 

was a continuous sounding of na.xnox whistles among all the g ispaxlo 9 t s 
) 

houses , then all those of the mi 9 etloe· group came out and gathered 

at the beach below the hala1t house . ht daybreak the people saw 

a huge swan rise from the water , with a small g irl (my double~ seated 

on it . The naxn6x whistles sounded near t n e swan a nd after floating 

near the shor _ it began to sin1. , and disappeared . As soon as it 

disappeared I was tak en from the hut and hidden in t he whrub back of 
' ' the g iapaxlo 9 ots houses . The naxnox whist l es sounded around me 

then ni • s?wamak, t h e halait came and led me up and down in front 
, up 

of the gispaxl6 9 ot s houses . a y parents ihd hung/a long line of 

blankets , robes , and lengths of cloth,for d$tribution to all the 

members of t h is halait group . Having made my return from the heavens 

a cord ~as tied to me and I was led nude to the halait house . 

The g rea t halait nis ?wa 9mak began to dance and sang his power songs 

a s he led ne about t he hou s e in front of a l l the 9mi 9 et l a . Then 

I was again led to t h e secret chamber • I was kept alone and could 

not mingle wit i1 the people until I was rid of the supernatural 

influence of the great halait . ~Y aunt attended me night and day . 

The gifts supplied by my fathe r and mother were distributed to 

a ll the halait group i n the hal~mt house; the halait himself was 

compensated, a nd also my paternal aunts were rewarded for taking ca re 

of me . The lu? i (ceda r bark ring ) the halait had placed around 

my neck had to be worn throughout my initiat ion peri od . After many 

days confinement, the naxn6x whistles s ounded one ni5 ht outside my 

hut and a larg e stone was t hrown agai ns t t he wall, signifying t hat 

the next morning I would again be t aken to th& halait . Very early 

the nex t day my aunt ._,ave me food (I was not allowed to t.G:luch any 



of the food containers, and I sucked water through a drinking tube) . 

Then the naxn6x whistles sounded all around the vilJage to summon 

the inhabitants to t La hala.it house , where the great ha.lait would 
After 

remove more of the supernatural influence from me . /This ceremony 

I would have but two bark circles around my neck ,. yet I still 

must wait some time before all the halait influence would be taken 

f rom me . ./hen I was led into the halai t house to s:lla.nd before 

the great halait ni • s 9 wa9 mak a l l of the people there began to sing 

his hala.it power song . 

and rattlin~ his rattle . 

a beating board (ganspa. 

The hale.it came down from. his seat dancing 

The attendants and otners beat time on 
i 

gan means board, spa. means beater) with 

tiieir spa• s ( stick s used to beat ti ... e with) . The halai t then 

came to me and led me to t n e rear of the house, beating the ground 

and dancing around me . Then he placed his hands upon me and made 

as if to take something from me and throw it tnrough tne smoke-hole . 

Le sat down and I was again led into hiding under the care of my 

paternal aunt . Liy parent s again compensated t he hala.i t , my pate1·nal 

aunts, and the other guests . 

There ,;ere other initia tes at the same time , but I never came 

into conta ct ~i t h t hem . ~fter a long period of seclusion a stone 

was t h rown against the wall of the house one night, and soon the 

naxnox whistles began to sound in the bushes a t the rear and finally 

in the house itself . This was t n e si~nal that next day I would 
' be taken to complete my initiation into the mietla group . Next 

morninG I was led inside the halait h ouse and my parents placeu gifts 

before tne hala.it chief ni • s 9 wa9 mak, saying 11This is for the powers 

of the great nala.it to walk upon . 11 The attendants took the gif ts 

and placed t Hem where tne ha.la.it sat, and he arose and dressed in his 

halait garment s . Swinging his rattle and dancing in t<ime to the 
spa•~eaters) whd:.le sin_;ing h is halait son1::, , he came to where I was 



-------

standin5 and removed the cedarbark ring from my neck and rubbed my 

body as if to remove something from it . This he took in h i s cupped 

aands and blew througn them . -~s he did so a na.xnox whi stle sounded 

out side , i n the bushes a t tne rear of the nouse . Then he threw all 

the halai t influe~ce througn the smokehole and I was now purified . 

1:e then led me around the house and final l y I wa s allowed to sit wi th 

my parents . When the gift s had been distribut ed to a l l I was allowed 

to return to my parents' horoe , a - me~eer now a full meube r of the 

mi ?et ±a group, privileged t o attend a l l festiv i ties of t h i s group and 

to receive gifts . 

SEC h E 1 :vc I s1p;: s 
The halai t seasons are declared open wnen ni • s 9 weks , chief of 

the g in ad6iks tribe , ~-- •-:: pr onounces it so , t ~1is being his specia. 

privilege among a ll of the halait groups in the tsemsiyan tribes . 
) 'c 

ni • sweks bore t h e hala.it name Wi xstamg . om l ax ?s , meaning (wi --great, 

xstamg .tm- - noise of , la..x.?c: --neavens ) "Great noi se of the heavens" . 

No other ha.l ai t would start the drama season (wflich to ok ~lace in 

the ,'linter, when the fishing and hw1ting were finisfled ) . 
There were 

The secret societies were d i vided into mainy groupB. / groups 

to which only chiefs and those of royal rank could bel ong ; and 

two groups ?nu • l im and mi1et±a , whi ch all ~anks were compelled to 

join , in each t ribe . .,here t nere -.vere several chiefs in a tribe , 

one became tne !lead of one ':'!:''=-.:: of the l atter two groups and was 

considered t He wihalait, and the other chief became the head of tne 

other group . ./hen there was only one chief house in tne trioe tue 

head chier would share the leadership of the halait group with 

one of his nephe,rn, who i,vould be h is successor . The regular ,vay of 

t:,etting initiates was to d ivide the people . nuaband and wife never 

belonged to t h e same halait group . £here was no set rule about 



which group an individual should belong to ~ the u sua l 9rovedure 

bein3 tha t one of the hala.it chiefs noticed when· one of his tribesmen 

became wealthy and had children who were not as yet init i ated . into 

any 6roup . rie would send one of h is halait a ttendants to the parents, 

insisting t n ey nave t11e child initia ted , tell ing them tha t it was 

tn.e wish of the chief t nat t n e child should become a membe r of his 

group . 

'.lhese overtures were usually made in a round about way . Should 

the parents i 6nore tn.is , a more direct a ppr oacn is made , approximating 

a command . The pa rents are told that it would be well for t .ae nea lth 

of t ~ e child to become an initiate . In the case of a very small 

child the initiation period could extend over two or three halai t 

seasons , in accorda nce with t h e wealth and standin~ of t ne initiate ' s 

family . 
.,. 

The halait initiations were a solfe of income for the chiefs 

and between thelll they kept the t ·~ o g r oups fair l y equal . The 

pate~na l aunts and uncles, who had t h e initiates in t neir care 

under t h e direction of the ch ief halait , also share4 in the tributes . 

The whole expen se fell to t h e parents . Tne maternal uncles or a unt s were 

not called upon to c ontribute , as in other instances . 

There were other groups of halaits , but t hese were restricted 

to royal groups . 

~~ed -e~ During t he nalait sea son the chief's house (or a 
Iv. , i 

larger bui;:t.ding if such was available ) was used and a ~ l n'q" (ceda:c 

bark r i ng ) wa s hung outside and t n.e house wa s thus tabooed for 

the uni nitiated . Only those of a particular g roup c ould co~1in, 

and L'ley were privileg ed to ·,vear cedar-bark ring s as collars and 

headdresses . 

Should an uninitiated person co~e in, he wouilid have to become 

a n initia te or be threat t ned with dea th b y tne poflers of the halait . 

J 



Thus when the halait whistles sounded all t h e uninitia ted 

would g o into hiding so a s not to come into c onta ct with a ny of the 

hala.it groups t ha t wer e' in session. 

3ometimes t h e halait sess ions would last a number of day ~ 

a nd nights , and in l a te1 day s .when liq_uor was introo.uced t ne 

session s were drunken and sexua l org i es . 

Secrecy was impressed upon t h e initia tes : they -mi ght never 

divul ge what took place . This w~s impressed on t h e initiates by 

the hala.it a nd t h e a ttendant pate :r. nal aunts; reinforced by t_1e 

t h reat t nat t ne ha.la.it r.1.ad g rea t super natura l powers wnich 

enabled him to see and n ea r everything , and tnat his punishment 

would be death . 

':.:.'here were diff erences i n t he sounds of the whistles used 

by t .ne t wo hala.i t groups , thus the Y,1embers of t h e hala.i t g roup 

recogni zed t h e sound of t nat g rou~ ' s whistles and went a t once to 

the ha lait hous e of t neir own g r oup . 

~ t each initia tion a sca r was made on t ne lob e of t n e 

initia te's ea r , one scar for each i n itia tion ~eriod . ·fhe individua l 

hav i ng t n r ee such sca rs was thus i denti f ied a s naving Qualified for 

t h e ent i re i nitiati on ~er iod, and was regarded _a s a n elevd ted pers on . 

The halait per fornance s origi nated with t h e s outh er n people , 
, 

t he wutstas, who a re a lso credited with t u e origin of t n e swtnsk 

. halai t . 

Th e xgedem ha lait (Cannibal gr~up ) was t ne mos t excl usive g roup, ,., 

existing among t h e ts emsiyan only in t wo t r i b es and t wo royal houses , 

t h os e of sq?agwe t , of t he git?andd, a nd saxsa?axt of t he gitwelgiy0ts . 
J 

rhe i r a t t endants or t el halait were a l s o cons i dered to be associa t ed 

vJi t h t h is group . 4h is wc..s t n e most fear ed ha.lai t roup , a nd whellV@r 

thej.l' naxn6x wh ist :tes of this 0 roui)( V7hich gave forth t he sound 



Thus when the _1alai t whi stles sounded all t h e uninitiated 

would g o into hiding so as not t o come i nt o contac t with any of the 

nalai t groups t hat were~in session . 

Sometimes t he hala.it sessions would last a numb er of day~ 

and n i Ghts , and in l a ter dd.ys,when liq_uor was i ntroauc ed t n e 

sessions were drunken and sexual orgies. 

Secrecy was impres sed upon the initia t es : they -mi ght never 

d~vul ge what took place . This was impressed on t h e initiates by 

the halait and t he a ttendan t pate.r:nal aunts; reinforc ed by t n.e 

t h rea t t nat tlle halai t ~.Lad grea t supernaturc:1.l p owers vwic.h 

enabled h im to see and !1ear everything, and t.aa t his punishment 

would be death . 

There were differences in t he sounds of t he whistles used 

by t h e t wo halait groups p thus t he members oft.he hala.it g roup 

recognized t he s ound of that grou~ ' s whistles and went a t once to 

the halait house of t ~eir own group . 

-~ each initia t ion a scar was made on the lob e of tne 

initia t e ' s ea r , one scar for each i nitiation ~eriod . The individual 

navi ng t n r ee such s ca r s was t hus identified as having qualified for 

the ent ire init i ation ~eriod , and was regarded ~s an elevdted ~e r son . 

'rhe hala.i t pe1 forr.;.ances originat ed with t he s outhern people , 

the wutstas, who a re also credi ted with t h e origin of tne swtnsk 

. hala.i t . 

The xgedem ha.la.it (Canni bal group ) \Vas tne most exclusive group , " . 

existing among t he ts emsiyan only in two tribes and two royal nouses , 

tnose of sq?agwet, of t he gi t ?andd , and saxsa9 a.xt of the gitwelgiyots . 
t 

fheir attendant s or t e lhala.it were a l so consiaered to be associated 

wi t h this group . _his was t ne most feared ha.lai t g roup, and whetlV@r 

thej.r naxnox whis t l es of this 5 roup(which gave forth the s ound 



..hop h o ]> )were h eard , everyone d:i,_a~peared from signt • 

. ihile an i nitia te is supposedly ... nmgry for nu.man flesh, h e 

will not bite anyone except a member of t he g r ou p . 

I remer1b·e r an initiation, tha t of a former sgagwet (.n.lfred . 
Dudoward ) of a membe r of t his Cannibal g roup . 

~ t datbreak one morning a round the git 9 ando villase the 
-h op lj.op of t he whist l es sounded , and soon t~ ... is s ound came from 

; 

the gitwr l ~i y6 ts villacie , ~hi ch was across about where t h e 

bands t and is located i n t h e village (_of Fort Si mpso_g/ now and 

s oon saxsa.9 a ... d cane fro111 his n ouse , ,iea ring a bearskin garment , 

and accompanied by h is attendant s . 'l'hroufin.out t 11e night before 

t here had been a constant weird whistlinb and sounding of hop , h0p 

~here was ~reat fear amen:.:; a l l t ne people and n o one d~red ventur e 

. . . 

from t he .riouses a t niL,ht . All k new by L1e .histles t ... 1at there wou::i.d 

be an initiation t.11e next day • 

. ,'hen saxsa.9 axt came out a nd ~,ent a cr oss to tne git';ando 
the 

villace ano t Aer initiate , sqaqwet, was being led down from the house 
' to t .ae b ea ch in a very excited s t a te . .. ~e was being led bJ t.rrn x~ldem 

hala.it frou Ki t amat , sen9 axe · t, who was t i1e 11ead of t.1is 4roup . 

The i nitia te was becol(line, more and .tao re fr&.ntic, endeavourin 

to b reak away from his lea.sh to bite the onlooker s . unabl e to do 
) 

so , the i nit i ate was 1Jaradecl i11 front of t he g it ?ando village and 

t h en led'up into t he ~ oods behind the v ill~we .. Soon t he peo~le 

r.eard the hop h:.'p ca ll of t r..e na,"'{n{x r1histles . Then tne noise 

ceased . :he initiate had disappeared into the to a c quire 

raore powers . 

~veryday t ~ere sounded the hop call of the g roup , and t n en 

some days l ate1· the hop calls came from all a.round bot h tue g it ,.~ando 
l 

and gi t welgiytta village . Then all of the x~~det 16 roup began to 



£.:at .ier at the gi t?and( village , for they kne.~ tna t tne initiate 

v1as ready to return . -~s the hop h~p calls became louder ci.nd more 

freq_uent the initiate wc..s led down to the beach, frantic a lly atl.empting 

to escape from t:1e control of t h e attendants . .1:ie attem:pted to bite and 

chew the s pectators . .1:Lis attendants r an fron side to side w2,rning 

the people , "Take care, t h e hal ai t is beyond our control . .1:.e may 

do you har m . " 

Then the initia te went down to the edge 0 1 t h e village and 

began to dig into what loo~ed liAe a grave , and dug out what appeared 

to be the rema ins of a child , and t l is t 1Le i nitia te began to devour . 

1;.9 he chewed the blood r a.n down his face and many ran away in fe;;,,r . 

Somewhat ap1;eased,the initiate be5an running a.bout , continually 

calling out hop hop ••• and the roaster of the halait ceremonies 

began to call out 11 .lho will f e ed t h e naxnox" (meaning the i nitiate ). 

~ o one responded and the initia te became i ncreasing ly frantic and 

soon appeared almost insane . 

I t was then tha..t the niece of san?axe · t , tne l..itan.Lat c.aief , . 
came down to t he initia te and said ''Come , great nalai t , come a pyea.se 

y ou r huni:;e::: . 11 So say i ng she bared r1er a.r m t11ci. t the initiate mie;ht 

eat of h e r flesh . Th e initi a te , i n a very frenzied state , bit her 

a r m, and then appeared exhausted now t nat his hunge r was satisfied . 

~he young wo ..... a n said 11 Poor naxnox, have you no\'I satisfied your 

h u.n,._,er ? 11 

The initiat e and the rest of t h e group were tuen led to the 

house of t ile g it ?ando ch ief, and once t here , t h e Lita.mat cnief and 

saxsa?a.At began to dc:l,nce and all t h e llalait attendant s beat wooden 

drums . ~ Zain the initia te was led about , and onve more made to 

disappear . Then g ifts were distr i buted: fir s t to be cocwensated 
:Sly. ~ ,' 

v7ere the ... itamat chi ef s e n ?axe · t , then saxsa2axt , then the woman 

wh o ilad offered h er arm for t h e 1· ni· ... · t t b · t i.la e o 1 e . 



'l'his woman a l ways accompanied her uncle on b1e:;ie i nitiations 

because it w~s h e r ea~eci&l privilebe to be bitten by i nitiates . 

uhe had many scars on her arms to show how many initiates i1ad bitten 

he r . This was the initiat ion of the git 9 ando xg•edem halait . 
" 

£he other ~rivileged g roup of hal,its had the power of 

destruction . This also was a group exclusive to tne roya l chiefs . 

Cnly a few had this privile0 e , which was ori 0 inally given from 

~iti mat where it orig inated . This halait b elonged only to 5in9 ax9 anbik . 

The inforr: ... o.;.1t said t hat "Some of tne gin?ax9angi.K chief's 

paternal orit:in were of k it amat and from t1.1.is connection came the 
.. ) 

lut sista halait . I t was t h eir especial privila~e , afterwards 

" used by va rious other chiefs among t h e tsemsiyan . 

The usual way in vihich t h e chie:.ts destroyed t 1 ... e va luabl.es of 

fellow chiefs a nd trib esnen was to rush into t .c.e houses of fellow 

halait s and Tiithout w~rning break U .J,> boxes and other valuable pro erty 

and \1antonly s catter fire and mud a round t l:.e h ouse . 

: .o- one moul d inter fiere with the a ctions of this hala!ht, but if 

t h e owner wi shed to prot ect certain of h is property h e rould place 

a lu? i (cedar bark ring ) on..it. Since the lu 9 i nad been used in 

a hala.it _perforr11anc e or initiation it nas believed to nave certain 

suyernatural qualities , and t he destroying halait would not touch 

t he a rticles a lu1 i protected • 

....,xcr ement 'M:l.S a lso t1iro,m a round the inte1ior of the .nouse • 

. tttendants follo. ed the destroying hala.i t , laden with the weal t h of 

t h e 1,ierformer , and made i mmediate restitution for t h e damatt,e he <lid, 

saying "This is to .1,,ave t ne way for the grea t 11alait to wal k u1>on/> 



... pers on injured in any way was imr:iediately co.opensated • .1:.0 

reprisal could be ~ade . 
l ; 

This f or m of halait was ca lled lutsista (meaning 1 Informant 

eays the uord is of kwaku·~ origin ) . 

The perfor mer ~ould continue a round the village , entering the hou-

ses of all those to whom he actually wished to distribute gifts . 

DOG - E.-~'l'E. t 

There 1,1vas anot her group of hale.its whose i nitia tes 11ad to 

devour tne flesh of live dogs . This was called ' xhaset or 

gaxha • s et . (x--partaking o:f , haset -- dog; gax-- pa.rt a.k i ng of , . . 
) 

haset --dog ). -•~.mong t he t semsi ya.n t n ere were only a few mer.ibers , 
} 

and t nese most l y belonged to gispax16 · ots and gitxal a groups . 

:'.:ost of t he members wer e t1-ose who were unable to qual ify for 

admission into the x~ . ede t halait group . 
, 

l a~ . ex of tne tsamsiyan had brought tnis performance to 
) 

h i s ~eople f rom t he ?wutst, (Bella Bella ) . 

The initiat ion was the s3.Cl.e as t he x~ . edem halait , except 

that instead of human flesh being eaten by t he initiate , t ne flesh 

of a live dog was consumed . 

There were not c::1. e;;reat many initiates¥ • Their secret h ous e 
, 

was away up in t he woods behind t he gispaxl6 9 ots . Ther e was a tnail 

lined with dog skeletons . supposedlir tt1e food supply of t he 

initiates while they were under t he influence of t he breat halait . 



Dog - ea ter 

X lfote 

Si nce t h e informant was of l 8gex' t ribe , t h e gispax16 9 ots , 

5he was not ver y f r ee with i r.formd.tion abou t this tribe . 

':'her i s an old sayi ng among t h e oth er 1--eople tnat t he 

gis paxlo 9 ots origin was from dogs . 

There a r e various myt.r.. s and narr a tiv es to t l... i s effect v1hich I 

am certa i n have a lready b et.::: n r ec or ded , bu t in thee even t t nat I 

am mistaken I will r ewr i te one from my old notes . I am not certain 

t hat I h ave r ec or ded i t as yet . 

J 





SECRET SOCIETY INFO TION m. Beynon 194-d- 50 
' An initiate'e experience of or initiation into he ?zni?atea 

ha.l ' ,,: t ... ·oup . 

I n. ormnn! MrtJ . Julia ~iitc, a_;od a boJ. t, d~ yoa.ro . 
N&':!le: i~xs, meaning moon. la.xakik, g1apa.:.<.1J9 ota . 

I W3D told by my mother, the wife of suhal,it, iopawudwada, 
t ' eiepa.xlu?~ts, that I had already been initiated a a tsi?k. Thia 

had been my firot initi tion s a.mall chilu1 some ye~rs e ore, and 

no I \10.s to co1apleto my ini t.i •tion. bein made to diaapi:,e r and o 

into the .. 1eavcna . I , ao lv ye~a old at thio time, o I remember 

everyt ,. · ng t t a.a done • 

Fir at u.y pa erual aunts ook me into tl1c lmlui 's houae, 
' and t here lJlY fo.ther led me to t ... iere ni • o·'wama.h, tlle iepax:Lu?ote 

chief , was it"ting. He add1·essed the chief. 11eo ... 1e,great halait, 

Come t .. 111: into dims nuu.bl.o pcraon o t. of your ~reat po ~er ao she 

aay a.pear made a peroo11 runo h r fello~ :t,cople . " Thio ere e ted 

many time a, aad ae he f irue!!od J.e plaoed llie i!'t o:r blankets in 

front of the chief, aayin "This is for the powers of the halc1i t to 

walk on. 11 Th.is wa l3 compensation for ... e chief' a erv1oea . 

There we c many other initia oa, lt -o uo · the aeaaon 

of the 1ml i to. 1 en o.11 t he ifto lw.d been pla.ocd efore him, 

chief ni • ?w k , ,,e in_. a If, aeha.l~i t 21d his headdress 01' eagi:e 

?a.mhalai t and oa.rryir o. icing r ttlc, came to ,,here e oh initia te 

stood . ie were no to be rw.de to diea ear into the l.1.eavena, there 

to gain aupornatur aJ. ,o\1era t hrough tJ.e influence or the he.lait chief 

w. o directed tltem. The chief waved hie robe over oe and t hen mll.de 

motiono of blowing throu~ hia cu...,ped hands up int o the emoke-hole • 

. t the came tine t he surrounding attendants hid me under t heir cloaks 

and! was ta.ken &WE.\Y to a ae4ret room a t the re r oft e houae, to 

be 'oared for by my ater nal aunte . 

I was allowed to talk to no one but my paternal aunt, 



who fea and ca red for me . 

1 remember loo·ing through a hole int e 11 of the hou o 

and aeein eo c o:.t' my pla.ym .... tea. y aunt had gone out 1·or a :. ttle 

while, a.nd since I~ s a.lone I called out to JJJ3 ~laymate nd e 

B.POko t .irough the hole in the w 11. ..;he had never been initiated 

and t t ue nas but an ordinary pernon, 1th 1hom - \no not to min le. 

I wao supposed to be under aoe c otranee influanoe, but 
I 

felt no 

different hen wen! firat av.me to b ~n initiate . 

y aunt came in and ca.ue,ht ua and rcpri?:10.ndcd me severely, 

aa,ying 1Y&u are non beina do a arson, being elevated above 
I the oruim.ry ,cople) ao you 1!lust obaerv a ll t bv.u, hioh moa.na t .1 t 

you r.1uet havJ nothin to do with nnyone until the greet ht".l tit :tills 

i t11dr n hie hala.1 t :lnfluenco fro.m you., n 

Oo for mv.ny more d ya I w ,9 kept alone in thio oecret 

chal;1\Jcr., 'l'hcn one ni ht I heard loud c llinc of na.xn~x nhi tlea 

out aide tl o mlls , which continued th1·oup out the night. lJuat 

before midn~ nt several male attendants Ct:W1e tor me , and I wae tali.en 

ith ey pater nal aunt tu e little hut and hidden at the rear ot 

the hal it houoo. 

ln t he me ntime, I had a co· .1,a.nion !l.O w s in every r.e.y 
~-

liko ne , who could paaa a.e t1t•J,Oa:Mo . 



y double w s ta en away the same n1 t, to act in ey place . ~ow 
it waa time for me to return from the he Tena on the back of a huge 

• # • 

owa.n in front of the gispulo 9 ta village . arly that morning th re 
, ' was a continuous sounding of na.xn~~ ~hiatlea among all the gispa.xlo?t s 

' houses, then all thooe of the Jn1?ot•6c group o e out and gathered 

a t the beach below the hala!t houee. t daybreak the people aaw 

a huge swan rise from the water, with a small girl (my double!) seated 

on it. The na.xn~x whistles sounded nc r t no swan and fter floating 

nenr the ahor it began to ainkp s soon ae it 

dieappePrcd I waa taken fran the hut and hidden in the 9hrub back of 
• • the giepaxl6?ota houaeo. The naxntx whistles oounded around me 

then ni • s?war?I k, the halait came and led me up and down in !ront 
, • up 

of the giapaxl~~oie houses. parenta lu.d hung/a long line of 

blankets, robea, and lengths of oloth,for d4tribution to all the 

membcro of this halait eroup . laving made my return from the heavens 

a cord waa tied to me and 1 wao led nude to the ba.lait house. 

The great halait nia ') a?m.ak be an tQ dance and oang his po er son o 

ae he led me about the house in front of all the ?mi?atia. Then 

I was again led to t he eeoret chamber. I as kept alone and oould 

not mingle with the people until l was rid o the supernatural 

influence of the great hal it. cy aunt attended me night and day. 

The gifts supplied by my fathe r and mother were distributed to 

all the hal it group in the hal it houoe; the halait himself' wae 

compensated, and ale o my ternal aunto ere re rded for tak1ns ca re 

of me. The lu9 1 (cedar bark rin.;) the hal&it had placed around 

my neck ha.d to be l'lorn thro1-1ghout my initiation period. After many 

daye confinement, the na.xnox histloe sounded one night outside my 

hut and a larse otone as thrown gainat the wall, signifying that 

the next morning I ould again be ta.ken to tha hal it. Very early 

the next day my aunt ave me food (I was not allo ed to touch any 



of the food containers , and I suo ed water through drinking tube) . 

Then the ~x whietJ.es sounded all around the village to summon 

the inhabitanto to t ha ha.lit house. where the reat h lait would 
:rter 

remove more of tho supernatural influence from me . / .1.hie ceremony 

I uould have but t wo bark circlee around my neck. yet l still 

muet ~ait some t ime before all t he hal,it influence would bet ken 

from me. 7hen I as led into the ha.lit hou ae to stt.nd before 
, 

the great ha.lait ni • e?wa?mak all o the people there be an to sin . \ 

hia halt11t power oong . The hnluiL oame down .t'rori his oea.t d 

and rattlin.., his rattle. The attend.ants nd othera beat time 
• • a bea.tirJG board. (ca.nap • san meana board, ep-1 men.no beater) wi -.h 

t heir apa• 6 (atic ·a used to beat ti .. e wi t h ). The hal it then 

came to me and led me to the rear of t he house, beating the round 

and dancins around ~e . Then he plaocd hie h nds upon ne and made 

ao i f to take oornething f rom mo and t hron it through t e amoke-hole. 

lle aut donn and I wae again led into hiding under t h e care of my 

paternal aunt . lly parents again compensated t he hal-1t, my paternal 

aunts, and the other guests . 

There ere other initi~tea at the aame tire , but I never came 

into contact i t h t hem. ..i.fter a lon.g peri od of aeolusion a stone 

was thro n against the wall of t ne house one night, and aoon the 

naxn~x hietles be an to e ound in the bu nee a t the rear and finally 

in the house itself . Thia w a t h e ai nal t hat next day 1 would 
• be t aken to oO!llpl ete my initiation iato the miet•a roup . Next 

mornin I wa led inaide t he hal t houoe and my parent ~laced itta 

be.fore t e hal it chief' n1 • a?wa? , saying "Thia is for the powero 

of the great .nal it to l k upon . " The attendants took t h e ifto 

and placed t e1.1 here the hal •it oat, and he aroee and dressed in h is 

halait ·armente . Swinging his rattle and dancing in time to the 
, 

apa•beatere -...hile singing hia hal fil t eon..,, h e oame to here I as 



atandin and removed the oedarbark ring from my neck and rubbed my 

body ao if to remove something from it. Thie he took in his oupped 

han.6.e and. ble~ throu,.Ji 'thelll. • .. s 1e di :30 

o~taide , int e bual1es at t rear or t1e hou5e. 'hen he threw all 

the halait infl ueooe throuel ~ho amokoholo and I was uow vurified. 

le thr.n led me around the house a.ud finally I z a a lo ied to ai t i th 

my l.)ar.ente . on tho gi ta :a been aia ~ibuted o all 1 was llo ed 

to return to my parente ' ho e. • e1'!! e.!:' now a full meuber of the 

mi')e1:ita urouy, :privileged to attend ll f'eoti'lritiea of thia .roup and 

to receive gifts . 

'.i:ne l1Lt.Lii t sea ons a1·e dealu.J.•ed o;,. en hen ni • s?we.ka, ohiet of 

th~ ~in adoika tribe. l)ronowioee it so, t 1.11e being his epeci4 
• privilege among 11 of the ala.it roupa 111 tne teeo i.yan tribes • 

• ni • a eke bur the hula.it DWAe wixat .o lax 1e, meaning ( 1•- great, 
• xat .om--noise of, 1 • ?e --heavena ) "Great noise of the heavens" . 

No other halai t ould start tne dram.a aeaeon ( \thioh took :t)lace in 

the win·i:er, hen the i'ishin and hwiting ei•e finioi.1.ed). 
TAe.ce ere 

The seoret societies were divided into mmiy group••/sroupe 

to whioh only ohiefs and those of royal rank could belong; and 
J • 

to groupo ?nd•lim and mi,otia, whioh all 1mks were compelled to 

join, in each tribe. .,here t.llere were several chief' a in a tribe, 

one beoame the he d of one ot the latter two groups and waa 

coneidered t he wihalait, nd the other chief bee e the head of tne 

other group. When there ~aa only one chief house int e tribe t e 

head chic: vould share tne leadership of the hal it group with 

one of his nephe,e, ho would be hio succeoaor. The re ulnr way of 

etting initiates waa to divide the people • . ueba.nd and w1fo never 

belon ed to the same ha.lait group. £her a no set rule about 



which group n individual should belong to. the usu provedure 

being that one of the hal it chiefs noticed when one of hia tribesmen 

became wealthy nd had 011 dren ho ere not a yet initiated.into 

any grou~. He would send one of hia halait attendants to the enta, 

insisting ~!1ey ... vo t ... e chil.ci initiated, telli1 them that it :ias 

the w:!.ah or the chief that tne child ehould become a memb.r of hie 

group .. 

rheae overtures ere ~sually made in a round about w Y• hould 

the pa.rents i ore ·h1a, a mo~~ d1reot ap_ro ch is made, approximating 

a comciand. The parents aro old that it ould' be ell 1·or t he hea.lth 

of the child to become an initi te. n the case of a very amall 

child the initiation period could extend ovr.r awo or three hal it 

eeaaona. in ccord noe with th wealth and etandi o~ t he i11iti ..... te'a 

fa.mily. 

The h~la1t initiations ere a eo~e of inoome for the ahiefe 

and between them they kept tho to gr~upe fairly equal. The 

paternal aunts and uncles , ho hlld the initiates in their ore 

under t he direc tion of t·hc chief hald.it, alao aha.red in the tributes. 

The whole expenae fell to t he p rents . Tne .maternal uncles or a.unte ere 

not oalled upon to contribute, as in other instanoen • • 
There were other eroups of halaits, but theoe were restricted 

to royal eroupa . 

During the halait aeaoon the chief's house (or a 

larger buildin if euoh was available) was uoed and a aln?i (oed r 

bar r ing) was hunG outside a.nd the house s thus tabooed for 

the unib.i t iated. Only those of a. particular group o 0,11d oor:::u/in, 

and t hey ere privileged to wear cedar-bark rings aa collars and 

headdreeaea. 

Should an uninitiated person come int he woui.d have to become 

an initiate or be throa.t cned wit h death by the poiera ot the halait . 



Thus when the haldit whistles sounded all the uninitiated 

ould go into hiding so an not t o oo~e into cont~ct ~ith any of the 

ha!&it groups thut nc1e i~ acoaion. 

Jonctimcs t ho Ml it oooaiono nould lest n numbor of do.ye 

and nights, r:.nd in late ... d?',Ya .. :-ien liquor ,ea i11troduoed the 

eeaeiono ;1oro drun 'en and acxual or •i-:!o . 

e oreoJ ae mpr seed u~on t h o initiat eoi t hey might never 

dint:!. "O wh!.!.t too:t place. Thio r,:-~e i.I!lproeeed on t h e initie.tea> by 

tho lat and t he attcnde.nt ter n~l ~unts, reinforced by tr..e 

t hreat t nat t~e halw.t had great eupornatural ~ owers which 

enabled hir!l to oce o.nd hear everything, and tlla.t hio puniohment 

would be dt::c.th . 

There Jere dif crcnce in 'CJle oouude of tho hit.l ea ueed 

by t he t;o Ml it groupe , t hua the membere of the ha1&1t g roup 

recognized t ho sound of tha.t grou~•s h1atloo and ont t onoe to 

the haldit house of t ~eir o~n group • 

.. t eacb initia tion a aoar wall ma.de on the lobe of t he 

initiate'a car, one soar for each initiation eriod. The individual 

having three auoh eoa.ra wao thua identified aa having qualified for 

the enti re initia tion per iod, and was recarded ae nn elevated person . 

The haldit performancoa ori inated ith tho southern people, 
• t he wutat a , who a re also ored1tod with t he ori in o! tno awlnek 

ha.16.it . 

Tho xg6dom hal41t (Cannibal group) was t he moot exclusive group, 
• existing a.mong t he taemoiy~ only into tribea and t wo royal houses , 

• those of sq?o.gw~t , of 
. , 

e git?andd, and eaxea?axt of tho g1twalg1y6ta. 
• Thei~ attenda.nta or t olhaliit were a lao considered to be aasooiated 

with this gr oup . 1'hia wa a t he most teared hal it group, and wheffll 

the naxnox whislles of th1a group (wh1oh gave forth the s ound 



hSp h~p, s hop hop )uere heard, everyone d~a.~1>e red from. ai ht . 

fhile a.n initi te ia ouppoaedly hw. ry for human flenh, ho 

will not bite anyone except a member of the group. 
' I remember an initiation, that of a font.er a agl'l t (I~frcd 

Dudowa.rd) of a mei:1bcr of this Cannibal group. 

At dajbrcnk one corning around the git?ando villa· e the 

h6p U p of the whiatlea aoundod, nnd soon t his sound came from 
' the gitwolciytta village, '7hich ao e.croaa a.bout where the 

bandatend is located in the villnee Lof Port SiMFson/ now and 

s oon aaxa .?axt cruae from hio house , wearing a bearskin garment, 

and accom~anied by his attendar.ts . Throuwout t e night before 

t here had been a oon"ltant weird whistling a.nd soundin of hp, h0p • • • 
There wae great f enr among all the peor,le and no one dcu·ed venture 

from the houeee at night. All l~new by t he whietlea t at there would 

be e.n ini ti ti.on t .e 11ext d&y . 

en aaxsa"axt c&'le out and neut a.crcos to the git?ando 

villaee a.~othor initiate, aqaq ~t, was beinc led donn from the house 

t o the beach in a very excited etete . ~e was being led by the xgld8m 

hal t from K1tarn.at , san?e.xe•t, who wao the head or this group. 

The initiate wae becoming more and more fre.ntic, endcuvouring 

to break away from hia leach to bite the onlookers. Unable to do 
• ao, the initiate as paraded in front of the git?a.nd& village and 

then led up into the wooda behind the villuee •• Soon tho eo le 

heard the hdp h~p ca.J.l of the naY..n~x ~hietles. Then the noise 

ceaoed . 1he initiate had disappeared into t he heavens. to acquire 

more powers. 

~vcryday t here sounded the hp call of the group, and then 

some days later the h&p oalls came from ~ll around both t 1~e git?and~ 
• and e1twelgiytte village . Then all of the x.g~det group began to 



gather at the git?andJ village. for they knew that the initiate 

wao ready to return. ~a the M~ h~p oallo beor~e louder and more 

froquent the initiate a led do.n to the bo ch, frantically at empting 

to escape i'r01.1. t h o oontrol of t e attendants. e a ttempted to bite and 

chew tho spectators. Hie a ttend nto ran fro aide to side warning 

the pC;ople, "i'ake oare, the halA! t is beyond o 1~ control. "'e 

do you harm." 

Then tho initiotc went do~n to the edge o. t he villase and 

becan to d~g iuto ht loo~cd like a grave, and dug out ~nat appeared 

to be t h e remainlj of a ahi l<l, 1d t io t 11e initiate began to devour . 

na ho chewed the blood ran down hia face and mally ran a in fear . 

Somewhat ap.a:eased , the initiate began ru11ni1 about, oontinually 

calling out ho~ h •• • and the m~ater of the halait ceremonies 

began to call out 11 • o will feed the na.li.nOX11 (oeani~ the initiate} . 

No one responded nnd the initiate booame increaoin ly frantic and 

soon appea red almost insane . 

I t wa.e then toot the niece of aan?axe• t, t h e l~itama t chief, • 
came down to t h e initia te and oa.id 11Coc.e, great t~lAit, come appeaoe 

yotr hunger . " So aa,ying ehe bared her arm th t the initiate mi t 

eat of her fleah. The initia te, in a very frenzied atate, bit her 

arm, and t hen appeared exhausted now that hia nun e r aa eatisfied. 

The young woman said "Poor no.xn~x, have you now oa.tiefied your 

hun er?" 

The initia te and the rest of t he group were t hen led to the 

houee of t he git '.>ando ohief, and once there, t he Ki tama.t chief' and 

aaxaa?a:x.t began to dance and all the hnl it a tendanis bea t oodcn 

drume. ~- a.in the initiate wa.e led about, and onve more made to 

disappear . Then gifte were diotributed: first to be compenaa ted 

were t he Kita.mat chief sen?o.x~• t, then aaaaa2axt , then the om.an 

who had off ered her arm for the init iate to bite . 



\ 

. 
Thie woman always tt.ecompaniod her uncle on these initiations 

beo use it was he r especial !)rivileee to be bitten by i nitiates . 

hA h , d 1nany RCa1•s on h e r armn to show how many init i a tes had bitten 

her . T!lla w3,o the initiation of the .:;i t?and. xg• ed001 l~l:~ t. 

The other privileged grou~ o! halaite had the power of 

deat1:uction. Thie a.loo was o. sroup e.xclueive to the roya.l ohie:f.'e . 

Only a few had thio privilc o, 1ih1.ch was originally given :from 

Litimo.~ where i t ori inatcd . Thia haldit bclon ed only to in?ax?an ik. 

T.ne 1nforou.ut oa.icl thtJ.t 11 !.3~e ot' 'the yin?...._x?angik ohief ' s 

paternal origin were of kitan a t and from t ,ia oonneoti9n came the 

lufeist · h~l t. I t wna their especial privilago, ftern rds 

uaed by variouo other ohi oi'o ..l..tlone tl"te toe:.,oil -.n. ,, 

The usual Wfl3 in which tho chie doetroyed t he valuabllo of 

fellow chiefs and tribesmen wae to rush into the houses of fellow 

halite and without warning break u boxes and other va uable property 

and vrn.ntonly scatter fire and mud around tho houne. 

No- one nould inter fere with the a ctions of thio hala,t, but if 

t he onner wished to protect certain of hie r roperty h e m uld place 

a lu?i {cedar bark ring) on !lt . uinoe the lu?i had been uoed in 

a hal it p~rformanoe or initiation it was believed to w.ve certain 

eupernatura~ qualities, and the deetroyins hal~it ould not touch 

t he articlea a lu? 1 protected • 

.xorement wa.e a leo thrown a.round the inte1·io1~ of the house . 

ttendanto followed the destroying hal4it, laden with the wealth of 

t h e performer ,and made immediate reotitution for the dams. e he d, 

s aying "Thia ia to pave the way for the grea t hal clit t o walk upon . )> 



person inJured in any w y was 11:lmediately compensated . o 

repr1oal oould be made . . ' Thio form of hal t ao c led luteist4 (meaning~ Informant 
• oa..)' s tho v, ord i a of nak\1 • • or igiu ) , 

The pcrfon1er would continue around the villo,ee, entering tho hou• 

see ot· all thoee to whom he actually dshed to diatribute •ifta . 

DOG-Eii.TER 

There as another group oi' hala.itu whose initiateo ha.d to 

devour the flcah of live doge. Thia as called xha.eot or 

md.ia • eat • (x ... - pa.rtuking ol' , aot-- do ; a.x-- liurta.kir1 of; 
• haeat --doc; ). ..mone the tae.moiyun tilcro vwre only a fc mwbers , 

• and thene moatly belonged to eiapa.x.1~•ots and git,'j · iia roupa . 

oat of the mcmboro , c11 c l .o ... e ho ere unable to qu lify for 

a.dmiaaion ii1to the 
, 

:i.a . 6:i: of t e teemciJ_:n h ci brou@lt t ie er!orma.noe to 
• hie peo le from the ''wutetd. (.Bella :Bello). 

The initiation was the aane aa the 7.g.edom hal4i t• except 

that inatoad of hw::ian fl all being euten by the initiate, the flesh 

of a live do via.a com.,W11ed . ,JJ--' 
There were not a reat mruiy initict~wf Their secret house 

• aa a,1ay up in tho oodo b hind the giapaxl~ ?ots . Thert: nae o. taail 

lined l 1th dog ekeletona . aupposedli{ tI.e food supply of the 

initiates while they ere under the influence of 'tho great hal it . 



\ 
Dog- eater 

x ot e 

Since the infor.nant as of l ~g&x• t ribe, the gi&paxlo?ota, 

;hew e not very free with i nformation about thio tribe . 

Ther ia an old saying among the other eople that the 

iepa.xl ?ote ori in as from do a. 

1here e.rc vo.rioue myths a.nd narr._.tivee to t ili e ef eot hich I 

am certa in !rave already been 1·ecor<l d, but in the• event t.hat l 

am mistaken I wil l r ewrite one f1om my old not en . I am not cert a in 

t hat I have recorded i t as yet . 
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