notes ROYAL COMMISSION ON INTIAN AFFATRS ¥oR THE:PROVTINCE OF B.F. WEST €OAST
7 ¢ AGFNCY (film # 462, Tvidence Commission Tndian Affairs 1913 1916).

PACHEFNANT BAND

May 6, 1914"

ffeorce RBohinson, speaking to the @ommission:

‘ecknowledges feour reserves, live -n #1, "sometires they go fishing on
some of the other Heserves" (p.2). ¥obk prineipally on Praser Tiver
-in canneries; 2'so on hooms near Reserves. '"no work here which can

raise any mongy". Fish for own use, sometimes sell in Victoria,
For the last two years — little work; shut down logging camp,
— Agent asks abount raising vegetables and hay,

— Bohinson: "With regard to the citltivation of land, the Tndian's
eyes seems to he closed...You know the land is very poor and sandy,
but a1l the same thev don't secem to have any inclination in that
direction. These pieces of land on which onr reserves are situted
are of very little use on account of thenoor aquality of the soil,

eee? long time ago when T was a "id and my grndfather was living,

the survevors came here — they never daid a word about it., I was
only a child at the time — It is the same thing now, we are always
afraid to say anything to the white man ahout our land., T always
feel that smething ought to be J-ne, but I don't know what we should
do...(mentions four reserves)...? just looks to me as if those four
pieces of land were picked out for the Indians because they are so
poor in soil and given to the Indians., Some of us Indians wonld like
to put in a garden and utilize the land if it was anv good; but we
might just as well sit in the house as to try to cultivate this

land" (p.23). ¢

also conecerned ahout the govermment-made road that "touched" the
Reserve. Tricd to stop the men from coming, but the men said that
they had permission from the govermment, an? thev wouldnit oive any
work on the road; said it was for the white men ~nd not Ffor the
Indians.

— Jimmie asks about the money which he had asked the agent to write teo
0ttawa about, money which Ottowa was holding in trunst - -ea. $4,000,

- fhairmans "We will take this matter i~to consideration" (n.5).

— Peter: "e are very hard up as Geonge Robinson has told you., It is
(/just as if we are in a tub - we.can't go anywhere without bhumping
| into whitemen. If we go out here o~ the heaeh and pick np a drift
log, smme whiteman comes alchg . from tleiRogging Company and Says
“1You can't cut that. If you do you will get into trouhle.' e heard
hefore vou came here that it was the intention of the Commissioners
to put all the Reserves into lots and give each one his portion. If
this was done, it would same 2 gre=t deal of trouhle" {p.5).

- Chaidrmanz PThis matter has heen hrought to our notice hefore and
we will gite it serious consideration."

- Peter (cont.): (adks to recormend to lay off lots) ",,,. This:Néserve
ks toe small - As I said before it is just like as if we are in a
tub, there is no room on it. Any time that Mr. fox came down here
we 2lways had a tlak and have had a very nice time, but now this time
I am a little more serious, and I think bhat this matter should he
taken into consideraticn. I want to try snd get a higmer Reserve so
that we will have some room — All the little hoys are frowing up
[ and nretty soon there will be no room for us. Sometimes we are
very hard un for srub during the close seadon hecamse we canft go
and shoot élk and deer for our own use - KTI we have is fish to

f eat, and outside the Japanese are flshxn % the “”ﬁas e are not
;1ke whitemen and businessmen = ¥e can t put our h to anything.



"hen we ask them for a jol they say "We don't want Indians we want our
whitemen' and that is the reason we want to kill a few deer for our
selves, e only use them for our own use and food. WYe always try

to ohey the laws, we don't try to ride over the whiteman's laws,

we try to do the hest we can” (p.6).

(o specific mention of IR3),

NITINAT B:ND
May 7, 1914

— opening words of Captain Joe:

"used to he lots of halibut out here off the hanks" hut American
schooners and Japanese have heen going out there right along and getting
rid of all the fish., Japanese céming cddser to shore — two miles -
ask for authority from the government to restriet to three miles, and
to keep thewwhitemen from fishing the Chawheet and Womiter rivers - just
room there enough for Indians ( in short, whitemen fishing on the Reserve),
"You will see that we cannot do any farming here, so th 't fishing is
the only thing which we can do. If the white peonle should get
started out on the rivers they would clean it out in five day as the
rivers are not large" (p. 8).

— Peter Dick's testimony re: #14 Reserve:

{where thev 7o 2 littde hunting 'nd trappine of racecoon 2nd mink)

"We don't make énough., We don't mow what we would do if it was not

for the salmon. I think it isone of the poorest places to live in" (p.13).
scme fish on Fraser and work in canneries but don't make enough to 'ive on,

- George Tait res: Klanamah and Zacous applieation

"The Tndian “‘ewerves have heen surveyed out for = Tong time an? the
surveyors said there would he no white men's houses on the Tndian
Neserves. Still there are five whitemen's houses in the Clo—oose
Reserve now. There was one acre surveyed out hy the store last winter
and it now belongs to the white men" (p.14).

(}Jists the five honses “nd asks th 't the schro! house he moved away
and ads that robinson's acre he made nart of the reserve.)

OHIAT BAND
May 8, 1914

— Chief Youi:

res: having to cut wod from theri own land to sedl so th:t they can
make or get their own food and being chased from governmeht land hy
white men and put in gaol - "I would be winling to sedl the land if
the dispute hetween the two governments were settled; that ié to sell
the smaller reserves provided we get all the money" (n.1).

complains ahout Indian *eserve posts heing moved, sdid Tn'iam Agent Tall
answered t at survevors Iknew what they are doing hut yvou do not.

me

complains that the cannery men, Wa'’lace Fisheries Ttd., were using seines
and catehing all the fish going up the Serita River., There are nosts
but they are right on a pont and dry at low water (p.l!ﬁ.

-~ didn't know th:t thev have special priveleges for sealing hut withont
shooting or the use of motor hoats.

OPICHFSANT RAND
May 11, 1914

- Chief Dan Watts:
complains about a Company taking away gravel from 2 heach six miles from
Indian Reserve #1 for two years. Asks for a resurvey of the TR's and



posts p:t around and to find out if there are $till the original 96 acres
here (presumahly IR #1).

re fishing on the Somass River:
| "Many yoars ago the big men told all the Indians they could fish in
 this river all they wanted for their food, "t now these white people
try to stop use T don't know what we are going to do. e live on our
fish,- we are not like white neople = it ishhard for us' to get a iob here.
The ol? ~eople cannot get any job from the shite neople because they
won't employ them.. When the young peonle go out fishing, thev give

it to thedr friends, and if the white people are pgoing to stop us
fishing with gill nets, I don't Xnow what we are going to do — and

we don't want to be stopped. We always want to fish., They stop our
traps up the river therey The purseine:does more damage than we do,
Our net is only ten feet wide, an?! they stop us from making that -

and another thing ~hout the hunting of der and ducks. They told us
'we cannot shoot any more ‘ducks and deer, The Indians do not go ont

to shoot everything, they only go out to shoot for their gruh, and they
ki1l just enough for their own *se. ™he finme ™arden came around here
| and told us we eannot shoot deer and ducks, hut the last few years
'they have heen bhotherimg us right alohg. ™hen we go out we only shoot
one or two deer and when they do get any they give it to their friends
and to tte old people. We would 'ike to see abhout it; and want to know
if they hage the fight to stop us reg-rding the shooting of this game."(p.1-2),

}

»

'

Thairman reads letter fprom the fame ™arden.

- Chief Dan also =msks why the timbher orn the res rves can't he cut:
"Jome day there will he a hig fire and everything will be hurned up,
and ve should he allowed to make a few dollars"(p.2).

- Chairman notes that the matter has heen hrought to their attentich ~hefore,

- Thief Ban talks ahout the government's bhuilding roads through the
Reserves which should not he allowed. “ere mut in three years ago nd
te Indians didn't %row anything ahout it. "They d4id not a2sk us ahout
it at all; and these Water Works peop'e have been making money right
along, and all the Tndians are kicking ahout it. The Indians say
they sho:ld get the water for nothing hecause the pipéego through the
Neserve, They on'v stay here ahout three months in the year" (p.3).
"There are t90 many government roads on this Reserve. They have lots
of room without coming into our Reserve" (ihiad,).

If the government is g~ ng to put in new roads they ought to pay,

“1so — wahts . the posts in the same place all the time.

- (according to the € me Warded's naper, the Tndians can shoot Siwash
ducks any time, hut not others during the closed seas-n., Indimm Agent
Cox says that this is not a square deal at all, that the Tndians ought
to have the privilege of killing all the time

- ftief Dans "The Game Warden nlways try to skare us. They tell us
they have papers from 6ttawa, hut the Tndian Agent always tries to help
us" (D 04) .

- {in the descriptions of the Reserves3 on IR#2, a fishing station, they
uged to log bhefore they were stonped. here are on'y 2 few trees on

another Reserve— "There used to he lots many ye~rs 2go, hut they

were cut down Bor the hig sawmill they had down there" (p.8).

— In answer to the questinn as to what the Reserve was worth: "I
can hardly tell yon, I guess it is worth lotsrof money now. All us

Indians are getting skared theyv are going to take our lands from us.
There is town lots n11 ~round now" (p. 6).



- Tatoosh's statement:

" T want to tell vou ‘hout the salmon fishing on the river. We }
used to havwe at one time great fishing on the river and we used to

sell or salmon, but when t%eml%ite neople came in here they stonned

us from selling the salmon. ‘he white peonle brought tea, sugar, and
flour in here and we hakWe to eat it, but where are we going to get
the money to buy all these things? ™e cannot sell the fish, and we
cannot work, hecnuse the white people won't employ us. We want to
know if we have the right to e:tech and sell fish in season and out
of season" (n.9).

~Chairman: "You haove fine land here — w'y don't vou eultivate it and
sell the vegetabhles?"

- Tatposh: "I have no time to do that. I have to go out fishing
somevhere elsd: to make my 'iving, and by the time the spring is

over, I have not enough money to buy seed to put in the land. I have
just enough to bwy flour, tea and sugar and stuff like that to eat"(n.2).
=Chairman's reply: "I think the Tndians would do a great deal hetter |
if they wo 1d do more planting. T think that if the Indians turned §
their attention to the radsing 2nd planting of crops and cattle ’
especially ifthe fish are getting scarse, I think ifyou turned your
attention to farming it would be a great deal hetter" (p.9).

- {matoosh?): "T do not understand why the government don't allow the
Indians to sell fish out of se:son. It is not the Indians!' fault,
Years ago the! fish used to he plentiful hut since the canneries came
here there has bheen hardly a fish left. Why does not the government
allow theold péople to make a few dollars out of the fish, They
should not allow purse seines, they ought to give us what we used

to live on before instead of gobbling up the whole thing. Another
thing is a dam up here. Since it has bheen there hardly a fis" has
passed there, and spring slamon and co-hoes mever go past tht dam,
The Indians never did that, it is the white pneople that is decresing
the fish" (p.11).

; aho ¢ A1 : 5 .
= another comnlaing }x§§§m%§n$a %ﬁ% couldn't get his licence to fish
renewed, neither eould 'he buy:é& new one.,

SESHAHT BAND
May 11, 1914

— Chief Shewish complains the the Heserve is not large enough and that
they cannot cut timber to sell ( some did and they were put in pridon),
wo 14 like to Tmow if they can sell timber or not.
re fishing: '"Now the I,dians claimed he river, but the white people
say we have no rights to fish and we cannot make our living in any other
way, and now we can't do it becanse t’ ey won't allow us" (p.2).
Nescrihes how they use traps - foronly two weeks and then »ut the traps
awav and aldowed thefish to go up. "The whites came in here and stoppl
them fishing with traps and run the river with their laws and also ran
the fish — they thought they wou'? run the place better and thought
they wonld have more fish by having the "ndimms not use traps" (p.2).
®n t'e other hand, the purse seines sometimes get ten and fifteen
thousand hefore the get to spawning grounds.
"They even don't allow usto shoot deer and game of anu ind = T don't
Iknow why. We are entitled to this land. Our great great grand-fathers
lived and were horn here and we all fed on 211 these things, and now
we cannot do it. T don't know why an Indian should have a licernse to
fish on this river because we claim the salmon runnimg." (p 3),

«esasks for the privilege of selling £ish...
"



"I don't know why the white people won't allow us to fish on their river,
We have claimed this rdver ever since the Tndians were made. The
government or the Rishery Inspectors did not bring the fis™ into the
river after thevy came into the cr untry — the salmon were here even
hefore we were — We claim the salmon ourselves and it should not have
anything to do with the whites — We were here Wefore they were and we
claim all the fish..I am not doing any harm to anything that the whites
brought to this land, such as pigs, hens and horses, we only use what
was given to us by Jesus for to eat and to use and to make our living
on. vwhen this earth was made and this river wit' salmon in it and

the forests with deer in it and a1l that we use. They were made

flor us to use 2nd everything that was in it and they mused to have war
(the Tndians) with the other tribes and we got this river running un
here and our title to it. As the Chief has said ahout the purse seine,
I don't know why they don't allow us to fish with'traps, hut they allow
all the hig firms to fish with seines 2nd they kidl 211 the fish, and
very soon we won't have ald¥ything. I am very sorry the government
allows the use of seines to come in here and kill all the fish" (n.4).

- Tom®s testi monys$

"The whites are skaring us &'1 the time, ahout the news the white people

say they are receiving from Ottawa. Year after year the white law S

against the Indians is getting heavier and heavier on us" (n.5).

Tears that there is a railway track to be nut throngh the reserve. {

Complains about roads going through the reserve — '"We age skared to

tell the government not to nut the roads through hecause they won't

listen to what we say. Yhen I mention anything to them about not
putting the roads through here they say the Indians use the roads as
well astthe whites but they can't pay for it - just like as if the
Indians are hlind = just like an animal = hut if they put a road
through a whiteman's farm, they have to nay fer it! (p.5).

- Also: ten years ago the was logging on one of the reserves bhut
"we never got a hean of it",

- asksfor a sober doctor, for free,as have no money to pay for one. Chief
Shewish asks for schodls to te~ach 2 trade or something like carpentry or
hlacksmithing,

- testimony ahout the Reserves:nd how they make a living:

"since the Japs, Chinese and Findoos came we do not work in the mills
any more becanse they have it all and we have no chance of getting any
work" (p.9) - refering to the Canadian Pacific Tumber "ompany.
UCLUELET BAND

May 14, 1914

we would bhe
- thief Eaptain Mackides very poor."
asks for a resurvey and nermanent nosts,. "If it had not heen for this land 'we own
t21ks ahout the Japs coming over to fish at the halibnt haonks for the £
first time. "Fardly anyone goes to the whaling st tion hecause it is
full of Jans and they have cut down the wages on account of the Japanese,"
Asks for permit to cut and sell timber.

CLAYOQUOT BAND
May 15, 1914

- Chief .Toseph:

asks for Wickanninish. '"When there is another generation of neognle three ™undred
years from now, there will be no timber for them all, it is all tak

up by white settlers who surround the reserve all mound, and »retty soon there
will he no room" (p.2).



= =

" v
(chief Joseph,cont. ) comnlains ahout whites —uttinege Tndians in jail
for cateching fish and about their not heing - allowed to hunt ducks, and

-asks that they he allowed to cut wood down.

- Jimmy Jims

"They will not come here; it is too wild, he said, and white peonle
would not use this land. That is what Mr. Gilliod (sp?) told my
father. ¥e said it was no use for Indians or vhite men...
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Royal @ommission on Indian Affadrs for the Province of British Columbia
(film #1462, FEvidence Commission Indian Affairs 1913 1916) Yest Coast Agency

notes on Reserved:

PACHEENAHT

Féur Reserves, live on #1, "Sometimes they go fishing on some of the
other Reserves" (Geo. Rohinson, p.2).

(no specific mentinn of INA3),

NITINAT

use all! Reserves in Fall times move from time to time to drvy dog salmon.

IR#4 (Cloose) = fish (halibut and cod), soil "nretty good", too many trees.
one lot cultivated, 16 families,

IR#2 — timher, not wort: anything - IR#3 - 14 houses
IR#4a— craveyard IR#5 — @ohoe salmon, swammy land
IR#6 — halibut fishing st tion, heavily timhered and rocky, 7 honses,

IR#7 - fishing, drving dog salmon. Good land for vegetahles. Tevel land,
hig tiwber. 6 houses,

ER#8 - catch salmons mostly rocky soil. IR#9 = dryine dog salmon; swampy l-nd.

IR#11 ~ 1and no wood?“?ot of good timher IR#12- fishing station (2/12 mo‘);hguses

IR#13— fishing station; good soil; hig snruce. IR#14 - Tishing station,
OHIAT

13 Heserves, 211 live on Reserves, live princinally on fish.

IR#z - Ir't WOOd. IRI#S : o drv f‘i“.ho

IR#4 - dry fish, IR#ES - for tro’ling.

IR#8 - fishi g station, trolling, notatoes. TR#8 - herries, potatoes (2} -1
IR#9 - herries, potntoes, anples. TR#10- halibut; whalew, seals,
IR#11- halibut, troll salmon; whnles. 4 houses. Summér.

IR#12- two houses, five acres; vegetahles, IR#13- used to trap and catch “m]ggﬁ¥¥'

OPICTESANT

IR#1 - 57 in 211, 14 houses. fishihg, sell fish, work in canneries.

IR#2 - fishing station, dry salmoh j ~nd log, before the Department stnnn;dbggfe'
I?#3 - 122 acres. Pay and caliid. IR# - fishing, used to make dog fish

0il »nd camp. Deer, mink, marten, and

ducks, '"used to he aquite a few in the

winter time but they have pretty nenr
chudde noka all gone" (p.8).

SESHART

IR#1 - cattle ( there were a few hut whites put them in the nound), raise
vegetahles "hut not enough", 'arge trees, fowl,

IR#3 ~ fish, timber. "'“ ' nce the Japs, Chinese and ' ndoos came we do not work in
the mills any more hecause thevy have it all and we have no chance of getting any
work" (p.9).

IR#3 — fishing In#4 - fishing



TR#5 - fishinmg; just rock. IR#6 - fishing (eodfish and halihut
and making 0il). 8 houses.

IR#T - drying fish, years ago: deals. Timber not very good .

IR#8 — fishing station IRPS - sailing and fishing halibut.
rocky: hemlock 2hd snruce.

UCHUELET

thief Captain Mackie's testimony:
IR#1 - dog salmon, trap mink, trol for spring salmon. 9 houses.

IR#2 - cedar, chnoes, dry dog salmon, cohoes (asks for resurvey and permanent nostsj
IR#3—- mink, lived there so won't get chased away by whitepen.

IR#4 - trapping, dog salmon, tréut, lots of timhe#, (aska for resurvey anl n'nt posi

IR#5

IR#7 - drving fish IR#8 drying fish. go outside to ecatech,
IRA9 - halibhut, close to halibut hanks.

Toguaht - fishing station, halihut. IR#6 - drying fish.
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