
r.1tefu l for this action, showing me I had 
Ir. 

him in for a warm meal. Then he told me · 
,1rne to see me, his wife was very ill and he 
isk me for some medicine for her. 
ment of medicines were very limited, but 
;t I could for him. He was very thankful 
cely a sound, he glided away into the dark 

mo re of him until five years after, when he 
up to the late George Beirnes and asked 

range for a lawyer for him. 
vas working for Ronald C. Campbell-Johnston 

him to get a lawyer and Mr. Campbell-
nged for Stuart Henderson to meet Beirnes. 

cured the services of Stuart Henderson, at 
1sidered the best criminal lawyer in B.C. 
1 appo intment met Beirnes in Hazelton and 

fifty miles north of .tlazelton and talked 
Henderson assured him of his liberty. 
, a $1,000 reward for Simon, also $1,000 
X/adam. Peter became implicated in this un-
ir due to the fact that at the coroner's 
1s determined that the two men had been 
lifferent calibre rifle. After these facts had 
ed, it was taken for granted that Peter was 
1e shooting. So each summer for 13 years, 
,ut looking for these two men. (This was 
ine giving Simon another gun in exchange 

10th Simon and Peter were never caught 
1selves up to George Beirnes. 

1inary hearing was held in Hazelton and 
t up to a higher court in Vancouver where 
mfficient evidence Simon Gun-a-Noot was 
to the fact that during the long lapse of 

many witnesses had died and those that 
d forgotten the circumstances leading up to 

urned to his own country. Thirteen years 
1r and hardship had made him a different 

not seem to care for. his fellow men _:id 
1g with his family in the woods and was 
een in town. He told me that during his 
xile, he had lost two children, his father 
He had buried them all on the shore of 
where now he himself is taking his long 

shame that one so full of ambition to better 
is family should have had such a sad and 
fe. Through all his troubles and anxiety, 
·d evidence of better thoughts and better 
s a good Indian. From his death bed, he 
sage that he was dying in peace. 
story of the life of Simon Gun-a-Noot, the 

member of the clan of the Wolves and his 
to do what was right but that awful demon 

e water fought to pull him down. 
; the authentic life of Gun-a-Noot. The 
, pronounce his name was Gum-Min-Loot 
'ling the Three Bear Cubs that ran up the 
ds name was Na-Gun, his mother's name 

meaning the Mother of Din, Simon's 
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STORY OF A 
TOTEM POLE 

By CONSTANCE Cox 

This totem pole stands in the village of Kitwancool and 
is reputed to me the most beautifully carved totem pole in 
British Columbia. It was erected for a chief showing the 
people what hapens to a conceited man. It stands a warning 
against conceit. 

The story goes that a very 
young man was made chief of this 
,1lla1-,e of Kitwancool. The elders 
of the village feared that in his 
extreme youth he would lack 
wisdom. Previous to this, a 
ca\'e h,1d been found by one of 
the older and wiser men of the 
village. The vi ll agers often 
wondered how he got all his 
wisdom and asked him to instruct 
the younger chief on the things 
he should do and know, and 
to be wise in his judgment and 
leadership. The old man re-
plied that he wouid " take him 
to the cave of wisdom which he 
had discovered." 

On the ad\'ice of his elder, 
the young chief visited the cave 
where he went into a deep sleep 
and was visited by little spirits 
resembling perhaps what we 
would call brownies or fairies. 

These little spi rits spoke to 
him and gave him wise counsel 
and advice and instructed him to 
aL'. i11 batde, and how to save 
his people in time of famine. 

For many years after that, whenever the young chief was 
ni difficul ties, he would retire to this wonderful cave and 
be visited by the helpful spirits. 

One day, on the eve of a battle between the Naas 
Indians and the Kitwancools, the people went to the young 
chief in great fear and told him to hurry to the cave of 
wisdom. But my this time his great success as a leader had 
gone to his head and he refused to go to the cave, claiming 
he did not need to have the spirits tell him what to do 
as he knew all about it. 

Shortly thereafter war was on and the Kitwancool 
Indians were badly beaten and the young chief killed and 
his intestines pulled out of his body and wound around 
the trees of the forest.-

After this terrible disaster the Kitwancools erected a 
totem pole in their village and on it is carved the cave 
and around this cave, little people and above this, the 
chief's entrails on the totem are carved as a warning to 
others who might think they knew it all. The name of 
this totem pole is Wilnagak-meaning the place of 
opening. 
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