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THE QALDO AKD THE TSETSABT FICGHTIRG

{(Informant: W:wu%alarhm, flobigson, a Gitksan, and interpreter, irs.
Constence Cox, at Hazelton, in 1920, This tradition has come down from Robison's
ancestors, where Suwiraus, of the Wolves, belonged. The informant at the time of
recording, was old and sick, lying on his filthy couch in a tent pitched on & Jack
pine flat oppesite Ulen Vowell. He said to the imterpreter that I was likely to
"take his breath away and interfers with his life.” fhe did not like to tell any other
utarﬂn, but agked for things: a sweater, matches, cheese...)

The Tsetsaut (-. nomad Yind wf.b- of the mtmoﬂ lived in holes in the
gound Imi-wburrm huts, with exit Mel-h & netched ladder thmugh the teﬁ
Ther were ever roving in the woods, and it was their way of hiding, The Galdo (or the
uppersost Jitksan tribe, at the headwaters of the 5kung3 wanted to fight these ;}Tmtmt
who were hiding in the earth. They come down to Kispayuks and they got the help there
of the first of the warriorh ,Gutkwinurhs, who was the bravest of-the—wersiors, and would -
walk in front of them {be their laadurz. They reached & place where ~3uwix}tls {mothar
brave mrrima lived, near UJaldo. Their plap was to go and get a griusly bear to entice
these Teetsaut who were hiding in the earth, They took the hide of a grissly bear and
placed it in front of them, A warrior dressed up in the fur as an armour, which was
covered with pitch &nd sand., They all started out. The braves were shead. #s the
night approached, they looked fnr:vory large pine tree under which to camp, and they all
slept underneath its shelter, At the foot of the tree there were plenty of cones lying
around. The bravest of the warriors slept on one side of the tree and the otheres on

the other side. All at once they heard a great thud as if something had fallen. They

heard the thud as they were in lying down, being all asleep. They felt scmething
falling on them, One of them put his hand on his blunket and folt something, mud on
his blanket, and he said, "Those brave warriors are maiing fun of us. ¥hey are throwing

sud 8t us, 4nd they went Lo see round the other side of the tree. There was ncthing;




they were asleep. 4nd they found out it was not their work., 9o they went to lie down
again,

In the mming they found that there was & man up in the tree, who had
no blanket. He was quite naked. It was he who had done this mud throwing ( dropping
axarm&nﬁt}. Une of the braves said, "We will elimb up and throw him down the trae,”
A brave went up the tree, that 1;,3{:%&&: ,the bravest of all., When Suwiy’?m got to that
naked man, he was locking very fierce, and he chenged his position on the tree. So
down ﬁuwuffs came., It was too much for him. Then two more braves tried it; they went
up thq tree. As soon aw they got near that naked men, he changed his position again,
and he looked dingerous. All the braves tried to dislodge him, all except Cutkwinurhs,
1t was now his turn., Gutkwinurhs climbed up the tree. He was mtw like the rest.
He went past the naked man, went above him in the tree and, when there, he kicked him
down. 4fter he had thrown him down, they gave hin:""i‘hat is why, in the ehief's
house at Waldo, you will see a[“m]m sitting in & tree. They did not really kill
him, but they knocked him about and they left his body at the foot of the tree,

Then they travelled on, &:x}: they came to a beautiful flat. There was
nobody camped there, but there was plenty of smoke. Thay had found bere where the
Tsetsaut were encamped. 5o the warriors all encamped in the brush. Barly in the morning,
one of the bruves got inside of the bear's skin &th« armuurj aad%?i.* out., It was a
decoy, «and some of the Tsetsaut w up and looked all around, OUne man went back in
and sald, "Look! I have seen a grizsly bear walking.” But it was Smriy‘ua who was
wallking as a decoy. The Tsetmut got out in great force, took their arrows and their
sharp spesrs. They tied the spearheads on their arrows and they went for a bear hunt.
They all v-t&h)gr the bwr, and the burr unhurt, came nearer. They kept shooting the
arrows at the bear, But thaf' had noteffect. 3o they begen to throw the spearheads at
it. The bear led them right where the Jaldof were lying in ambush. The Qaldo reached
out and killed all the Teetsaut., Then they went into the holes and killed all those that
were inslde, When they mtumad} &w@tw gave Gutkwinurhs the Man Ewnatar] who lived
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in the tree, as & crest, Chief Tebae of Waldog still owns it to this day, in his
house. That is the way they defeated th: Tsetsaut and were saved,
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