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Beynon v . 2, 1956- 57 

hilhe initiation of Mrs Julia White , in t h e nuiim hal4it 

Informant: Mrs . Julia \7hite,75 years old when sh e died circa 
J , 

14 

1946 . laxakik giapaxl o?o ta , house of ga?wo l a and s p~xs , Chief's • • 
name loxs meaning sun . 

Sh e gave a full account of her own initiation into t h e 

nulim secret society or hal~it . Spe did not remember her firs t 
) 

initia tion as a ts! ·k, but she remembered her second or hil.txs 

initiation. 

One morning she )las led by her paternal aunt to a large 

house . Completely nude , she was led before the hal~it chief l eg~x . 
, , 

lira . -mute \1as of the laxsiik house of ap~xs and of t h e giapaxlo?ots 

t ribe . There were t wo halEtit chi efs: lag~x was t :ne head of the 
, 

nulim group and ni • spal4s was t he head of t h e mi?t}a group . 

Juli a's mother and f atner came in with the gifts to be 

pres ented to t h e chief in return for his servic es in sending her to 

t h e heavens to acquire poweP . 

1fuen t he hal~it chief was ready she was brought to him and 
, 

her paternal uncle called out to the chi ef: ~Oh great hal4it I Put i n 

some of your great powers into t his ordi nary person . " 

Then the gifts were piled up in front of the hal~it chi ef, 

and when he considered them sufficient t h e chief came and walked 

with the nude initia te to the c entre of t he house under t he smoke hole . 

He took the initiate in his arms and made motions of throwing 

her through the smoke hole , but in reality the hal~it attendants 

cover ed her with a robe and spirited her out to a chamber at the 

rear of the building . 

"I was supposed to be in a trance and not knowing 
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anything ", sa id t h e initia te, "But I did not feel anything strange 

about Lwher~/ I was hidden in t he secr et chamber and while t here I 

was l ooking out through a crack in t he wall and I saw my brother 

playi ng outside. I called to him and we spoke togeth er a l ong while, 

although I had been told that if I had any contact with anyone 

who was not an initiate it would be fatal to both of us. But 

nothing happened. When night came I was taken away to another 

hiding place, where I was placed in t he care of my paternal aunts . 

I could have no contact with any of the house . I was fed by my 

aunts and was never out of t heir sight. 

•qfuen I was ready to be presented to the chief, which 

signified I had returned from t he heavens, I was taken to t h e r ear 

of the village and one of my cousin§ who was very much like me 

in age and appea rance was taken by t he hal~it a ttendants and gotten 

ready to impersonate me for my return from the heavens. I was to 

return on t he back of a huge swan (gak ). 

nVery early in the morning this swan was seen swi mming 
' , towar ds the beach in front of t he g ispaxlo 9ots villag e (at Port 

Simpson) . There was much blowing of reed whistles (naxnoxc) theee 

being the prope~ty of t h e hal~it. Then the f igure of a girl arose 

and stood on the swan 's back and then disappeared. 

11Then suddenly t he naxnox whistle s were s ounded behind the 

hal~it h ouse and I was stood up in full view of all t he spectators, 

being led by the hal~it chief leg~x. In my hand I had a crysta l 

which I was supposed to have brought from the heavens. I was now led 

in front of the vi llage, supposedly in a trance and under t he hal~it 

influence . But I was not~ I knew everything.I did and I was 
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perfectly normal . 

I was then led into the hal~it house, where all t h e guests 

who belong ed to the nu¼im group were present, and then all the gifts 

were piled in front of t he place where the hal~it chi ef sat. 

The chief then came forward to where I stood and removed 

one cedar ba rk ring from my head, and then I was returned to t he 

secret chamber. The gifts wer e then distributed to the guests and 

to t he hal~it chief, who in turn distributed t h em to hhs attendants. 

Some days after I was again led from the secret chamber 

and more gifts were brought in to the haliit chief. My paternal 

uncle spoke to the chief: 11 Come, great supernatural one, use your 

poi,vers on this humble initia te." 

Then t h e ch ~ef came to me and removed the last cedar bark 

ring from my head and only my collar remained . I was led away again 

to t h e secret chamber . 

The final cer emony took pl ace a short time after, when I 

was cleansed of all the hal~it influence. During all t h is I was 

supposed to be i n a stupor or tranc e. But this was not so, for I 

was normal a t all t imes. 

There remained only one more ceremony: the remova l of t he 

ring from my necke dhen t hi s wa s done t h e haliit then cupped his 

hands on my brea st and sucked in air and blew this t hrou~h t he 

smoke hole,and ~flay blew all t he hal~it influence. 

Hy init i a t ion was now c omplete: I could now mingle with 

anybody . 
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hil ~: initiation of re Jul ia ite, in the nuiin h l ~it 

Info_ nt: Mre . Julia ihite , 7? years old Shon shed ed circa 
, ' laxekik giepaxl' 9 ot a , house of a? cl and ap~xs , Chief's • • 

name i oxa rneanin oun. 

She ave a full account of her o,n initiation into tne 

nui i m secret sooietJ or hal~it . ~h did not r~me.c.bcr ner fist 
' initi tion 

initiation. 

a tot • k , but a .iC remembered ner eecond or hil' 

One morning ahc ., e led by .er pate-l' 1 aunt to a la e 

house . 'o""!pletely nude , she as led before he nalclit cnief lag x.. 
' ' Mra . ,hite ,as of the l a.xo ik house of sv~xa and of the iepaxl~?ota 

tri e . Tl'iere . ere t o hal it chief a: l e as t ~e l ed of the 

' nulim roup and ni • epal s ao t h e h e!ld of the .wi ?tza. 1·oup. 

Julia.'e mother and f'a t .:1er came in it t e i.fts to be 

preecnted tot c chief in return for hie aervi c - e in oending her to 

the e~v ne to acquire po er . 
hen t he h lit cl ief ae re dy a e aa br ou t to hiin and 

' her pate1 nal uncle c lled out t o the cnier: ~Oh great hal4 t J Put in 

some of your reo. t po ore into t h ia ordire ry person . 11 

Then the eifto ere piled up in front of the .hal·' i t chief , 

and when he considered them eufficient t he chief came and alked 

ith t he nude i nitiate to the centre ot the house under tne ok.e nole .. 

e took the initiate in his erme a nd made motions of t hro ing 

her throu h the Gmo e hole, but in reality the hal it a t tendants 

covered her ith a robe and apir1 ted 1e1· out t o a ohaLlber a t the 

r ear of the building. 

11 I was supposed to be in a tr oe nd not lmo in 
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anything .. , auid t he in1 ti te, .. But I did not feel ariythin at range 

about L. her_!!/ I was hidden in the secr et en ber and while t ne1·c I 

ao loo' in out t hrough a crack in the ,all and l sa my brother 

playing outaide. I called to him and e apoke to et .er a lon ihile, 

although I had been told that if I had any oonta.ct 1th anyone 

ho ae not an initiate it ould be fatal to both of ua. But 

nothing happened. hen night came I a.a taken a~ay to another 

hidi ng place, here I waa placed in the care of my terna.l aunt s . 

I could hevc no contact 1th any of the h ouse . I ae :fed by my 

aunta and a a never out of t heir sight . 

" en I a s ready to be presented to the chief, \hich 

signified I ha.d returned fran the hea.vcns , l a s taken to t he r ear 

of tho villoge and one of my couoina who as very much like me 

in age and appe ranee ao t aken by t he a l it attendants and otten 

ready t o impersonate me for my return from the hcaveno . I aa to 

r eturn on the back 'of a huge e an (gak ). 
11Very early in the morning thia o an ao eeen owimm1ng . , 

towards t he beach in front of tue ispa.~lo?ota village (at ort 

Si mk'tton) . There e.o much blo ill$ of reed hiatlea (naxnoxc ) t he11e 

being t he property of the haldit. Then the fi urc of a irl arose 

nd atood on the swan ' o back and then disappeared . 
' "Then suddenly t ho naxnox hiotlco liere sounded behind the 

ha.lit houae and I aa stood up in full view of all t he epeotatore, 

bein~ led by t he h~l it chief l ag~x . In my ha.nd I had o oryeta.l 

hich l wao suppooed t o have brought from the heavens . I as no lod 

in front of the village , sup~oaedly inn trance and under the h it 

influence. But I was notp I kne everything I did and I ao 
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perfectly r1omal . 

I ,aa then led into the hal t houoe , .hore ll the ueala 

ho belonged to t he nulim group ere pre ent , and then all the 7 i ta 

ere pi l ed in front of tho place hero the hr.1 1..J t chief eat . 

The chief then oam.e for ard to here I stood and removed 

one cedar uark ring front my head, and then I aa returned to t ne 

eec1·ot cha.'llber. The ifta er e then dis tributed to t he sueote nd 

to t he h l it chief, , ho in turn d:i atributed t h m to hts attendants . 

oroe days after I as again led from the secret chamber 

and more •il'ta . cro brou t in to the hal t chief. zy pa.te1·nal 

uncle spoke to the chiof; 11 C 1e , reat aupcrn~tur 

po era on thia hwr.ble initiate." 

01e, use your 

Then the oh.A.er crur..c to me and removed t h e l t cedar bark 

ring from m.} h ead and only collar rema.incd. 1 1ao led ay in 

to tl.e occret chaJT.bcr . 

Tli.e final ceremony took l ace e. ahort time after, hen I 

. e.o cleansed of all the hal t influence. During all thio I as 

sunpoaed to be in a atu_por or trance. J3ut tn1e .-,a.o not ao, for I 

o normal a t ell ti~es. 

The1·e remained only one more ceremony; the removal of the 

ring from t'l,Y neck r1 hen this aa done the hill it then cupped his 

hando on rn.y breast a.nd sucked in a ir and ble. thio t nrou..,h the 

smoke hole,and aua.y ble all t he hal it influenc • 

y initia tion ~ae no, com lete: I could no mingle 1th 

anybody. 
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