4
A { wle ({ 'Jﬂrp‘('( A detpusdd

‘t[ nn’{'fa
The initiation of Julia White into the mi'thla.

Julia White, Informant. hlﬁ%@%s house of

niesmo*tk larhskiok, gisparhlawts. Age 65.
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I was about the age of 12 yrs. as I recollect
everything that took place. My father éﬁﬁ:iﬁi%. wanted
me to become a member of his own society, the mi'thla,
I had already been thru the ti?zi stage of initiation and
was now to ascend into the heavens, oalled "hilarhae", hilaxs
I was playing outside when I heard the sound of narhnawrh
whistles sounding at the rear of suhalaits house but I
paid no attention to this then the wihalait came to where
I was and took me by the hair and led me into the house
of my father and then he came to me and danced and sang
he then seemed to extract something from the smoke hole of
the house and then he came over me and made motions and then
my father's sisters who were holding me covered me up and
I had to all purposes dissappeared, I was hidden under a
mat, When everyone was gone from the house I was faken to
e partition at the rear of the house and here I was kept in
seclusion therd. I remember one morning locking out thru
a small opening at the rear of the house and I saw 2 girl
companion of mine who was passing. I called out to her, not
knowing that 1t would cause any serious consequence, but this
girl chum came running over to where I was and I started in to

talk to her. The people in the house heard me and they came
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to see with whom I was talking with., Seeing that it was
another girl who had not been halasit they took her at

once to the house of the wihalait and he commanded that

she be initiated into the mi'thla as she had now been
influenced by talking to me, I heard afterwards that

she was initiated, After I was kept in hiding for a

period of four days, and on the early morning of the

fifth day many of the mi'thla came and took me away and

they took me to the big reef in front of the gisparhlawts
village. This was before dawn, I was hidden on the back

of what was a2 huge swan, I was naked all my clbthes were
taken from me, When it became daylight the narhnawrh
whistles of the mi'thla began to sound all over and among

the rocks on the reef and behind the houses of the gisparhlawts,
Then the huge swan on which I was on s tarted in to go towards
shore and then it swam away again n2:§. iﬁ;sthe mithla wihalait
came down with all his followers to the waters edge singing
his mi'thla songs. Then the big swan dlsappeared from view
no one saw where it went to, My father suhalsit, had a
giludzan niece who was my double in every sense she was

of the same age and in cvery way we were exactly alike., This
girl had been secretly hidden in the sand end known only te
the Q1ha1a1t of the mi'thla, who went to where the girl was
hidden and took her up and led her to suhalaits house. In
the meantime I had been secretely taken into suhalaits house®
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and my double was placed in the chamber where I was already .
Then in a short time, the wihalait came for me to go into

all of the houses of the gisparhlawts this was termed
rhpewti“yask: go in front of the village: There was strung
along & line which ran from one end of the gisparhk wts
village to the other end. Cloth end germents and meny
blanketss There were the gifts whiech had been gathered to-
gether for distribution to the mi'thla., I wes taken into each

~ of the houses of the glsparhlawts led by niespales, the mi'thla

"“‘1“"'rﬁﬁfﬂ?f¥]"' taken back to my father's house, the

house of wihalait. There I started to dance led by the wihalait,
end I went around the house four times. Then my mother snd
uncles started to give the gifts., The main gifts were given to
niespalas, who was given many blenkets and two hli;;;; skins,
All of the mi'thla received gifts. I was then placed in the
chamber at the rear of the house and no one was allowed to touch
me or speak to me, that were not halait or belonged to the
mitthla, Four days after the wibaleit and the mi'thla came

into my father's house and I was led out by my eunts and placed

along side of the wihalait, who then took my hand and led me

‘around the house in the direction in which the sun goes around

#ﬁ the sky., He done this four times singing elways end wearing

f:htp 'amhelait and gushalait and then I was placed alongside of

the wihalait who then took food end gave it to mes I was now
given food and wes now permitted the freedom of the house, but
I oould not go outside and the ring of cedar bark around my
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head (lu'i) was now removed and I could also talk with them
that were in the house, When the wihalalt was done he was
compensated by my mother in gifts of blankets, and all others
of the mi'thla were given food,

About four days after the wihaleit again came
into the house and he led me around sgain four times in the
direction of the rise and fall of the sun and then he led
me out and allowed me to sit outside the house and then he
led me in again, I was now given the privilege of going in
and out of the house but I must not talk or play or mingle with
enyones The wihalait was again compensated, Then after a long
while the wihalait came to remove all the halait influences
from me, he took me and led me around the house I now only had
on a small cedar bark collar rings This was the only sign left
that I had gone thru the halait.

The wihalait led me alongside of the fire and then
took off the ocollar and threw it on the fire saying,"Go away
great narhnewrh, till next year."” I was the last initiate, Then
he took down the rear partition end the house now became an
ordinary house again, Vhere before it was known as a halait
house and there was a c¢cedar bark ring in the door as a warning
that none but those that had gone thru the halait should enter,
I was now rid of all influence of the halait and the wihalait
was agein compensated., ©o that in all he received compensation

four different times for his services,
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